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with that which is already added afore, to the answer of the first proposition.” 


(The First Argument for the confirmation of this Answer.) 


* It is very plain by the word of God, that Christ did give bread unto his 
disciples, and called it his body. 

* But the substance of bread is another manner of substance than is the 
substance of Christ's body, God and man: 

“ Therefore, the conclusion is false. 

* The second part of mine argument is plain, and the first is proved thus : 


(The Second Argument.) 


Da- “That which Christ did take, on the which he gave thanks, and the 
which he brake, he gave to his disciples, and called it his body. 
ti- — * But he took bread, gave thanks on bread, and brake bread : 
si.“ Ergo, The first partis true. And it is conffrmed with the authorities 
of the fathers, Irenæus, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, Epiphanius, 
Jerome, Augustine, Theodoret, Cyril, Rabanus, and Bede: whose 
places I will take upon me to show most manifest in this behalf, if I 
may be suffered to have my books, as my request is. 
** Bread is the body of Christ: 
** Ergo, It is bread." 
A tertio adjacehte ad secundum adjacens cum verbi substantivi pura copula. 


(1) The rule of logic is this: “ A propositione de tertio adjacente, ad eam quæ est de secundo 
cum verbo reoto significante existentiam, valet consequentia affirmative," etc. 
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Mary. (The Third Argument.) 


“AD. Ba- * As the bread of the Lord's table is Christ's natural body, so is it his 

"L4 mystical body. 
ro-  * But it is not Christ's mystical body by transubstantiation : 
co.  *' Ergo; It is not his natural body by transubstantiation. 

* The second part of my argument is plain, and the first is proved thus: As 
The Christ, who is the verity, spake of the bread, * This is my body which shall be 
proved, betrayed for you,’ speaking there of his natural body: even so Paul, moved 

with the same Spirit of truth, said, ‘ We, though we be many, yet are we all 
one bread and one body, which be partakers of one bread.’ "! 


(The Fourth Argument.) 


Theargu- ‘f We may no more believe bread to be transubstantiate into the body of 
wot, Christ, than the wine into his blood. 
i ** But the wine is not transubstantiate into his blood : 

“ Ergo, Neither is that bread, therefore, transubstantiate into his body? 

** The first part of this argument is manifest ; and the second part is proved out 
of the authority of God's word, in Matthew and Mark, * I will not drink of the 
fruit of the vine,’ etc. Now the fruit of the vine was wine, which Christ drank 
and gave to his disciples to drink. With this sentence agreeth plainly the place 

Chryses- of Chrysostome on Matt, xx.: as Cyprian doth also, affirming that there is no 
Cyprian. blood, if wine be not in the cup.” 


(The Fifth Argument.) 


Ba- “ The words of Christ spoken upon the cup and upon the bread, have 
like effect and working. 

ro-  “ But the words spoken upon the cup, have not virtue to transubstantiate : 

co. Ergo, It followeth, that the words spoken upon the bread, have no such 
virtue.* 

* The second part of the argument is proved; because they would then 
transubstantiate the cup, or that which is in the cup, into the new testament. 
But neither of these things can be done, and very absurd it is to confess the 
same." 


(The Sixth Argument.) 


Da- “ The circumstances of the Scripture, the analogy and proportion of the 
sacraments, and the testimony of the faithful fathers, ought to rule us 
in taking the meaning of the holy Scripture touching the sacrament. 

ti- — '** But the words of the Lord's supper, the circumstances of the Scripture, 
the analogy of the sacraments, and the sayings of the fathers, do most 
effectually and plainly prove a figurative speech in the words of the 
Lord's supper : 

si, Ergo, A figurative sense and meaning is specially to be received in 
these words, ‘ This is my body.’ 

The cir- ** The circumstances of the Scripture: ‘Do this in remembrance of me.’ ‘ As 
cum- oft as ye shall eat of this bread, and drink of this cup, ye shall show forth the 
stances Lord’s death.’ ‘Let a man prove himself, and so eat of this bread, and drink of 
words of this cup.’ ‘They came together to break bread ; and they continued in breaking 
Scripture. of bread.’ ‘The bread which we break, etc.’ ‘ For we being many, are all 
one bread and one body, ete.’ 
Theana- — * The analogy of the sacraments is necessary : for if the sacraments had not 
logy of some similitude or likeness of the things whereof they be sacraments, they could 
ments ^ in no wise be sacraments. And this similitude in the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper is taken three manner of ways: 
Analogy * The first consisteth in nowrishing; as ye shall read in Rabanus, Cyprian, 
kayas Augustine, Irenæus, and, most plainly, in Bertram out of Isidore [§ 40]. 
° `“ The second in the uniting and joining of many into one, as Cyprian 
teacheth. 
“ The third is a similitude of unlike things, where, like as the bread is 
turned into one body; so we, by the right use of this sacrament, are turned 
through faith into the body of Christ. 


(1) 1 Cor. x. (2) “ A destructione antecedentis, ad destructionem consequentis." 
(3) Matt. xxvi. Mark xiv. 
(4) This argument holdeth after the same rule as did the other before. 
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* The sayings of the fathers declare it to be a figurative speech, as it appear- Mary. 
eth in Origen, Tertullian, Chrysostome,! Augustine, Ambrose, Basil, Gregory, ———— 
Nazianzen, Hilary, and, most plainly of all, in Bertram. Moreover, the say- . D. 
ings and places of all the fathers, whose names I have before recited against 1554. 
the assertion of the first proposition, do quite overthrow transubstantiation : but The say- 
of all other most evidently and plainly, Irenzeus, Origen, Cyprian, Chrysostome ines for 
(to Caesarius the monk), Augustine (against Adamantus), Gelasius, Cyril, Epi- rative 


phanius, Chrysostome again one (Matthew xx.), Rabanus, Damascene, end speech. 
Bertram. 


* Tere, right worshipful master prolocutor and ye the rest of the commis- Commen 
sioners, it may please you to understand, that I do not lean to these things only, dation of 
which I have written in my former answers and confirmations, but that I have 
also, for the proof of that I have spoken, whatsoever Bertram, a man learned, 
of sound and upright judgment, and ever counted a catholic for these seven 
hundred years until this our age, hath written. His treatise, whosoever shall 
read and weigh, considering the time of the writer, his learning, godliness of 
life, the allegations of the ancient fathers, and his manifold and most grounded Ridley 
arguments, I cannot (doubtless) but much marvel, if he have any fear of God first nt 
at all, how he can, with good conscience, speak against him in this matter of to the 
the sacrament. This Bertram was the first that pulled me by the ear, and that know. — 
first brought me from the common error of the Romish church, and caused me ledge of 
to search more diligently and exactly both the Scriptures and the writings of ment vy 
the old ecclesiastical fathers in this matter. And this I protest before the face Bertram. 
of God, who knoweth I lie not in the things I now speak.” 


The Third Proposition. 


In the mass is the lively sacrifice of the church, propitiable and available 
for the sins as well of quick as of the dead 


(The Answer of Dr. Ridley.) 


Ridley :— I answer to this third proposition as I did to the first : and more- 
over I say, that being taken in such sense as the words seem to import, it is not 
only erroneous, but withal so much to the derogation and defacing of the death 
and passion of Christ, that I judge it may and ought most worthily to be 
counted wicked and blasphemous against the most precious blood of our Saviour 
Christ.” 

(The Explication.) 

“ Concerning the Romish mass which is used at this day, or the lively sacri- 
fice thereof, propitiatory and available for the sins of the quick and the dead, 
the holy Scripture hath not so much as one syllable. 

* There is ambiguity also in the name of mass: what it signifieth, and whe- Doubts in 
ther at this day there be any such indeed, as the ancient fathers used; seeing the third 
that now there be neither catechists nor ‘ peenitentes' to be sent away.” Pon. 

* Again, touching these words, ‘the lively sacrifice of the church,’ there is a 
doubt whether they are to be understood figuratively and sacramentally, for the 
sacrament of the lively sacrifice (after which sort we deny it not to be in the 
Lord's supper) or properly and without any figure: after the which manner 
there was but one only sacrifice, and that once offered, namely, upon the altar 
of the cross. 

** Moreover, in these words ‘as well as,’ it may be doubted whether they be 
spoken in mockage ; as men are wont to say in sport, of a foolish and ignorant 
person, that he is apt as well in conditions as in kndwledge—being apt indeed 
in neither of them both. 

“ There is also a doubt in the word ‘ propitiable, whether it signify here, 
that which taketh away sin, or that which be made available for the taking 
away of sin; that is to say, whether it is to be taken in the active or in the 
passive signification. 


(1) In Opero imperfecto. [In Matth. cap. v. hom. xi. tom. vi. p. 796. edit. 1837.] . 
(2) In the primitive church the newly instructed in the faith and unworthy, were put away from 
the communion 
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* Now the falseness of the proposition, after the meaning of the schoolmen 
and the Romish church, and impiety in that sense which the words seem to 
import, is this: that they, leaning to the foundation of their fond transubstan- 
tiation, would make the quick and lively body of Christ's flesh (united and knit 
to the Divinity) to lie hid under the accidents, and outward shows of bread and 
wine; which is very false, as I have said afore: and they, building upon this 
foundation, do hold that the same body is offered unto God by the priest in his 
daily massings, to put away the sins of the quick and the dead ; whereas, by the 
apostle to the Hebrews it 1s evident, that there is but one oblation, and one true 
and lively sacrifice of the church offered upon the altar of the cross, which was, 
is, and shall be for ever, the propitiation for the sins of the whole world: and 
where there is remission of the same, there is (saith the apostle) no more offering 
for sin." 


(Arguments confirming his Answer.) 


Ce- ** No sacrifice ought to be done, but where the priest is meet to offer the 
same.! 

la- “ All other priests be unmeet to offer sacrifice propitiatory for sin, save 
only Christ : 

rent. * Ergo, No other priests ought to sacrifice for sin, but Christ alone. 


** The second part of my argument is thus proved. 

Fe- ** No honour in God's church ought to be taken where a man is not called, 
as Aaron. 

ri- * It is a great honour in God's church to sacrifice for sin : 

son. “ Ergo, No man ought to sacrifice for sin, but only they which are called. 

* But only Christ is called to that honour: 

* Ergo, No other priest but Christ ought to sacrificefor sin. That no man is 
called to this degree of honour but Christ alone, it is evident; for there are but 
two only orders of priesthood allowed in the word of God: namely, the order 
of Aaron, and the order of Melchizedek.? But now the order of Aaron is 
come to an end, by reason that it was unprofitable and weak; and of the order 
of Melchizedek there is but one priest alone, even Christ the Lord, who hath 
a priesthood that cannot pass to any other." 


(Another Argument.) 


Ba- “ That thing is in vain, and to no effect, where no necessity is, wherefore 
it is done. 

ro- — "To offer up any more sacrifice propitiatory for the quick and the dead 
there is no necessity, for Christ our Saviour did that fully and per- 
fectly once for all : 

co. “ Ergo, To do the same in the mass it is in vain.” 


(Another Argument.) 


Fe- “ After that eternal redemption is found and obtained, there needeth no 
more daily offering for the same.? 

ri — * But Christ coming a high bishop, etc., found and obtained for us eter- 
nal redemption : 

o.  “ Ergo, There needeth now no more daily oblation for the sins of the 
quick and the dead.’* 


(Another Argument.) 


Ca- “ All remission of sins cometh only by shedding of blood. 

mes- “ In the mass there is no shedding of blood : 

tres. “ Ergo, In the mass there is no remission of sins: and so it followeth also 
that there is no propitiatory sacrifice." 


(Another Argument.) 


* In the mass ihe passion of Christ is not in verity, but in a mystery repre- 
senting the same : yea, even there where the Lord's supper is duly ministered. 
* But where Christ suffereth not, there is he not offered in verity : for the 


(1) Heb. v. 7 (2) Heb. vii. . (3) Heb. ix. 
(4) Ab una causa veritatis ad prapositionem habentem illam causam valet consequentia. 
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apostle saith, * Not that he might offer up himself often times (for then musthe — wary. 
have suffered often times since the beginning of the world). Now where Christ 
is not offered there is no propitiatory sacrifice : 

** Ergo, In the mass there is no propitiatory sacrifice : ‘For Christ appeared 1554, 
oncs, in the latter end of the world, to put sin to flight by the offering up of 
himself. And as it is appointed to all men that they shall once die, and then 
cometh the judgment: even so Christ was once offered to take away the sins 
of many. And unto them that look for him, shall he appear again without sin 
unto salvation." 


(Another Argument.) 


Da- “ Where there is any sacrifice that can make the comers thereunto 
perfect, there ought men to cease from offering any more expiatory 
and propitiatory sacrifices. 


ri-  * But in the new testament there is one only sacrifice now already long 
since offered, which is able to make the comers thereto perfect for ever : 
i. “ Ergo, In the new testament they ought to cease from offering any more 


propitiatory sacrifices.” 


(Sentences of the Scripture, alleged by Ridley, tending to the same end and 
purpose; out of which also may be gathered other manifest Arguments for 
more confirmation thereof.) 


* * By the which will (saith the apostle) we are sanctified, by the offering up 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for al? And in the same place, ‘ But this 
man, after that he had offered one sacrifice for sin, sitteth for ever at the right 
hand of God,’ ete. ‘For with one offering hath he made perfect for ever them 
that are sanctified ;’ and, * By himself hath he purged our sins.’ " 

** I beseech you to mark these words * by himself,’ the which, well weighed, 
will without doubt cease all controversy. The apostle plainly denieth any 
other sacrifice to remain for him, that treadeth under his feet the blood of the 
testament, by the which he was made holy. Christ will not be crucified again, 
he will not his death to be had in derision.” 


« ¢ He hath reconciled us in the body of his flesh.’ ” 3 
* Mark, I beseech you; he saith not, in the mystery of his body, but in the 
body of his flesh.” 


“¢ If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous, and he is the propitiation for our sins; not for ours only, but for the 
sins of the whole world.’ ¢ 

« I know that all these places of the Scripture are avoided by two manner Tne po- 
of subtle shifts: the one is by the distinction of the bloody and unbloody sacri- pish dis- 
fice, as though our unbloody sacrifice of the church were any other than the tinction 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, than a commemoration, a showing-forth, bloody 
and a sacramental representation of that one only bloody sacrifice, offered up 2nd n 
once forall. The other is, by depraving and wresting the sayings of the ancient enie 
fathers unto such a strange kind of sense as the fathers themselves indeed never 
meant. For what the meaning of the fathers was, it is evident by that which The pa- 
St. Augustine writeth in his epistle to Boniface, and in the eighty-third chapter pists __ 
of his ninth book against Faustus the Manichee, besides many other places; maintain 
likewise by Eusebius Emissene, Cyprian, Chrysostome, Fulgentius, Bertram, crifice, 
and others; who do wholly concord and agree together in this unity in the Lord ; propitia- 
that the redemption, once made in verity for the salvation of man, continueth theod. 
in full effect for ever, and worketh without ceasing unto the end of the world ; doctors 
that the sacrifice once offered cannot be consumed; that the Lord's death and falsely a 
passion is as effectual, the virtue of that blood once shed, as fresh at this day ` 
for the washing away of sins, as it was even the same day that it flowed out of 
the blessed side of our Saviour : and finally, that the whole substance of our The whole 
sacrifice, which is frequented of the church in the Lord’s supper, consisteth in of the sa- 
prayers, praise, and giving of thanks, and in remembering and showing forth crifice, 
of that sacrifice once offered upon the altar of the cross; that the same might I ecnsiet- 
continually be had in reverence by mystery, which once only, and no more, was eth. 
offered for the price of our redemption. 


(1) Heb. ix. (2) Heb. x. (3) Col. i {4) 1 John ii. 
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“ These are the things, right worshipful master prolocutor, and ye the rest 
of the commissioners, which I could presently prepare to the answering of your 
three aforesaid propositions, being destitute of all help in this shortness of time, 
sudden warning, and want of books: wherefore I appeal to my first protes- 
tation, most humbly desiring the help of the same (as much as may be) to be 
granted unto me. And because ye have lately given most unjust and cruel 
sentence against me, I do here appeal (so far forth as I may) to a more indif- 
ferent and just censure and judgment of some other superior, competent, and 
lawful judge, and that according to the approved state of the church of England. 
Howbeit, I confess, that I am ignorant what that is, at this present, through the 
trouble and alteration of the state of the realm. But if this appeal may not be 
granted to me upon earth, then do I fly (even as to my only refuge and alone 
haven of health) to the sentence of the eternal judge, that is, of the almighty 
God; to whose most merciful justice towards us, and most just mercifulness, I 
do wholly commit myself and all my cause, nothing at all despairing of the 
defence of mine Advocate and alone Saviour Jesus Christ; to whom, with the 
everlasting Father, and the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier of us all, be now and for 
ever all honour and glory, Amen.” 


Albeit this learned bishop was not suffered to read all that is 
above prefixed before the disputations, yet because he had it then 
ready, and offered it up to the prolocutor after the disputations and 
sentence pronounced; I thought here the place not unmeet to annex 
the same together with the rest. Now let us hear the arguments 
and answers between Dr. Smith and him. 


(Dr. Smith beginneth to oppose.) 


Smith :—* You have occasioned me to go otherwise to work with you, than 
I had thought to have done. Me seemed you did, in your supposition, abuse 
the testimonies of Scripture concerning the ascension of Christ, to take away 
his presence in the sacrament; as though this were a strong argument to 
enforee your matter withal. . 

** Christ did ascend into heaven: ergo, he is not in the sacrament. 

* Now therefore I will go about to disprove this reason of yours. 

^ Christ's ascension is no let to his real presence in the sacrament: ergo, 
you are deceived, whereas you do ground Yourself upon those places.” 

Ridley :—“ You import as though I had made a strong argument by Christ's 
going up into heaven, But howsoever mine argument is made, you collect it 
not rightly. For it doth not only stay upon his ascension, but upon his ascen- 
sion and his abiding there also,” 1 

Smith :—“ Christ's going up to heaven, and his abiding there, hinder not his 
real presence in the sacrament: ergo, you are deceived.” 

Ridley :— Of Christ's real presence, there may be a double understanding. 
If you take the real presence of Christ according to the real and corporal sub- 
stance which he took of the Virgin, that presence being in heaven, cannot be 
on the earth also. But, if you mean a reat presence, ‘secundum rem aliquam 
que ad corpus Christi pertinet ;’ i.e. according to something that appertaineth to 
Christ’s body, certes the ascension and abiding in heaven are no let at all to 
that presence. Wherefore Christ’s body, after that sort, is here present to us 
in the Lord’s supper; by grace I say, as Epiphanius speaketh it.” 

Weston :—“ I will eut off from henceforth all equivocation and doubt: for 
whensoever we speak of Christ’s body, we mean that which he took of the 
Virgin.” 

Ridley :—* Christ's ascension and abiding in heaven cannot stand with his 
presence." 

(1) The verity of. Ridley's answer touching the real being of Christ in earth to be restrained by 
his ascending and abiding in heaven, standeth upon the necessity which we call ‘ necessitas 
consequentia," by this demonstration. 

Da- Every natural body must necessarily be continued in his peculiar and certain place. 
ri- Christ's body is a natural body : 
i Ergo, Christ's body not to be in one certain place at once contained, it is impossible, according 


to the rule, ** Omnes propositiones de impossibili et de necesse wquipollent dicto dissi- 
militer se habenti, et modo similiter." 
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Smith :—“ Christ appeared corporally and really on the earth, for all his Mary. 
ascension and continual abode in heaven unto the day of doom: ergo, his 
ascension and abiding in heaven, is no let to his real presence in the sacra- A.D. 
ment.” 1554. 

Ridley :—" Master doctor, this argument is nothing worth. I do not so 
straitly tie Christ up in heaven, that he may not come into the earth at his 
pleasure: for when he will he may come down from heaven, and be on the 
earth, as it liketh himself. Howbeit I do affirm, that it is not possible for him 
to be both in heaven and earth at one time." 

Smith :— Mark, I pray you, my masters, that be here diligently, what he 
answereth: First he saith, that the sitting of Christ at the right hand of his 
Father, is a let to the real presence of his body in the sacrament; and then, 
afterward, he flieth from it again." 

Ridley :—“ I would not have you think that I do imagine or dream upon 
any such manner of sitting, as these men here sit in the school." 

Smith :—'* Ergo, It is lawful for Christ, then, to be here present on the earth, 
when he will himself." 

Ridley :—** Yea, when he will, it is lawful indeed.” 

Smith :—“ Ergo, He, ascending into heaven, doth not restrain his real pre- 
sence in the sacrament.” 

Ridley :—“ Y do not gainsay, but that it is lawful for him to appear on the 
earth when he will: but prove you that he will.”? 

Smith :— Then your answer dependeth upon the will of Christ, I perceive : 
therefore I will join again with you in that short argument: 

* Christ, albeit he doth alway abide in heaven after his ascension, was seen 
really and corporally on earth : 

** Ergo, Notwithstanding his ascension and continual sitting at the right hand 
of his Father, he may be really and corporally in the sacrament." 

Ridley :—“ If the notaries should so record your argument as you have 
framed 1t, you, peradventure, would be ashamed of it hereafter." 

Smith :-—* Christ, after his ascension, was seen really and corporally upon 
the earth: 

** Ergo, Notwithstanding his ascension and abiding with his Father, he may 
be corporally in the sacrament.” 

Ridley :—* Y grant the antecedent; but I deny the consequence.” 

Smith :—*“ Do you grant the antecedent ?” 

Ridley :—“ Yea, I grant the antecedent. I am content to let you have so 
much: because I know that there be certain ancient fathers of that opinion. 
I am well content to let you use that proposition as true; and I will frame the 
argument for you. 

* He was seen on earth after his ascension : ergo,” etc. 

Smith :—“ Nay, nay, I will frame it myself. 

** Christ, after his ascension, was seen really and corporally on earth, albeit 
he do abide in heaven continually : 

* Erzo, Notwithstanding his ascension and continual abiding at the right 
hand of the Father, he may be really and corporally on the earth." 

Ridley:—'* Let us first agree about the continual sitting at the right hand 
of the Father." 

Smith :—“ Doth he so sit at the right hand of his Father, that he doth never 
forsake the same 2” 

Ridley :— Nay, I do not bind Christ in heaven so straitly. I see you go christ 
about to beguile me with your equivocations. Such equivocations are to be cannot be 
distinguished. If you mean by his sitting in heaven, to reign with his Father, porally 
he may be both in heaven and also in earth. But if ye understand his sitting here, and 
to be after a corporal manner of sitting, so is he always permanent in heaven. corporally 
For Christ to be corporally here on earth, when corporally he is resident in heaven at 
heaven, is clean contrary to the holy Scriptures, as Austin saith :? ‘The body one time. 
of Christ is in heaven; but his truth is dispersed in every place.’ Now if con- 
tinually he abide in heaven after the manner of his corporal presence, then his 


(1) Christ’s abode in heaven is no let for him to appear on earth when he will: but whether he 
will, that must be proved. Again, it is one thing to appear on earth, another stil in the sacra- 
ment, and to be present the same time with his body in heaven, when he is bodily present in 
earth. 

(2) “ Corpus Christi est in ccelo, sed veritas ejus ubique diffusa est.” 
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Mary. perpetual abiding there, stoppeth or letteth that the same corporal presence of 
im cannot be in the sacrament." 
A.D.  Smith:—“ In Acts iii. we read, that Christ shall sit perpetually at the right 
1551. hand of God, unto the consummation of the world.” 

Weston :—* I perceive you are come here to this issue, whether the body of 
Christ may be together both in earth and in heaven. I will tell you that 
Christ, in very deed, is both in earth and in heaven together, and at one time, 
both one and the same natural Christ, after the verity and substance of his 
very body : ergo," etc. :— 

Ridley :—“ I deny the antecedent." 

Weston :—“ I prove it by two witnesses: First by Chrysostome:! ‘Do we 
not offer every day? we do so indeed; but doing it for the remembrance of his 
death. And this offering is one, and not many. And how is it one, and not 
many, which was once offered in the holy place? This sacrifice is a pattern of that : 
the selfsame we always offer; not now as offering one lamb to-day, and another 
to-morrow, but always one and the same lamb. Wherefore here is but one 
sacrifice; for else by this means, seeing there be many sacrifices in many, 
places, be there many Christs. Not so, but one Christ in all places, both per- 
fect here and perfect there, one only body.’ Now thus I argue: 

“ We offer one thing at all times. 

Argu- » There is one Christ in all places, both here complete, and there com- 
' ete. 
e Ergo, By Chrysostome, there is one body both in heaven and earth." 
Answer. Ridley :—* I remember the place well. These things make nothing against 
ine.” 

Weston :—“ One Christ is in all places; here full and there full.” 

Ridley :—“ One Christ is in all places; but not one body in all places.” 

Weston :—'* One body, saith Chrysostome.” 

Answerto Ridley :—'* But not after the manner of bodily substance he is in all places, 
Carysos- nor by circumscription of place. For ‘hic’ and ‘illic,’ ‘here’ and ‘there,’ in 
` Chrysostome do assign no place; as Augustine saith,? ‘The Lord is above, but 

the truth of the Lord is in all places.’ "' 

Weston :— You cannot so escape. He saith not the verity of Christ is one; 
but one Christ is in all places, both here and there.” 

Ridley :—“ One sacrifice is in all places, because of the unity of him whom 
the sacrifice doth signify: not that the sacrifices be all one and the same.” 

Weston :— Ergo, By your saying it is not Christ, but the sacrifice of Christ. 
But Chrysostome saith, ‘One body and one Christ is there;’ and not one 
sacrifice." 

Sierifice, Ridley :—* I say, that both Christ and the sacrifice of Christ are there: Christ, 
MM iS by his spirit, grace, and verity ; the sacrifice by signification. Thus I grant? with’ 
one. Chrysostome, that there is one host or sacrifice, and not many. And this our 
host is called one, by reason of the unity of that one, which one only all our 
hosts do represent. That only host was never other but that which was once 
offered on the altar of the cross, of which host all our hosts are but sacramental 
examples. 
Howone And whereas you allege out of Chrysostome, that Christ is offered in many 
Sfered in Places at once (both here full Christ, and there full Christ), I grant it to be 
many true; that is, that Christ is offered in many places at once, in a mystery and 
places at sacramentally, and that he is full Christ in all those places; but not after the 
° corporal substance of our flesh which he took, but after the benediction which 
giveth life; and he is given to the godly receivers in bread and wine, as Cyril 
speaketh. Concerning the oblation of Christ, whereof Chrysostome here speak- 
eth, he himself doth clearly show what he meaneth thereby, in saying by the 
way of correction, ‘ We always do the selfsame, howbeit by the recordation or 
remembrance of his sacrifice.’ ” 


(1) “ Nonné per singulos dies offerimus? Offerimus quidem, sed recordationem facientes mortis 
ejus. Et una est hzc hostia, non multz.. Et quomodo una, et non multe, que semel oblata est 
in sanete sanctorum? Hoc autem sacrificium exemplar est illius; id ipsum semper offerimus, 
nec nune quidem alium agnum, crastina alium, sed semper eundem ipsum. Proinde unum est hoc 
sacrificium ; alioqui hac ratione, quoniam in multis locis offertur, multi Christi sunt? Nequaquam, 
sed unus ubique est Christus; et hic plenus existens, et illic plenus, unum corpus." Chrys. 
Hom. (7, ad Hebrzos.  [$ 3, tom. xii. p. 241.] 

(2) “Sursum ést Dominus, sed ubique est veritas Domini," 

(3) Out of Ridley's own writing. 
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Weston :—“ The second witness is Bernard, in a sermon that he made of dary. 
the supper of the Lord, who saith :! * How cometh this to us, most gentle Jesus, 
that we, silly worms, creeping on the face of the earth; that we, I say, which A. D. 
are but dust and ashes, may deserve to have thee present in our hands, and 1554. 
before our eyes, who, both together, full and whole, dost sit at the right hand Bernara. 
of the Father; and who also, in the moment of one hour, from the rising of the 
sun to the going down of the same, art present, one and the selfsame, in many 
and divers places?" 

Ridley :—'*'These words of Bernard make for you nothing at all But I The time 
know that Bernard was in such a time, that in this matter he may worthily be 9f Ber- 
suspected. He hath many good and fruitful sayings; as also in,the same afore- ard. 
said place by you alleged: but yet he followed in an age, when the doctrine of 
the holy supper was sore perverted. Notwithstanding yet I will so expound Bernard 
him, rather than reject him, that he shall make nothing for you at all. He rather ex 
saith, that we have Christ in a mystery, in a sacrament, under a veil or cover ; pounded 
but hereafter, shall have him without veil or cover. In the mean time here jected. 
now he saith, that the verity of Christ is everywhere: the verity of Christ is 
both here and there, and in all places.” 

Weston :—“ What do you call verity? He saith not the verity of Christ, but 
the verity of the body of Christ.” 

Ridley :—“ The verity of the body of Christ is the true faith of the body of The veri- 
Christ: after that verity he is with them which truly believe upon him.” ty of the 

Weston :—* Christ is one and the same in divers places. I urge these words Christ. 
tin diversis locis, ‘in divers places ;' and yet I am not satisfied.” 

Smith :—* Christ was seen really and corporally on the earth after his ascen- 
sion, and continually sitting at the right-hand of the Father: ergo, the ascension 
and perpetual sitting in heaven hinder nothing, but that he may be really and 
corporally in the sacrament.” 

Ridley :—“ If by perpetual sitting you mean the residence of his body in 
heaven, your reason containeth manifest contradiction.” 

Smith :—“ These two have no contradiction in them at all, both to sit con- 
tinually at his Father's right hand, and also to be seen here really in earth after 
his ascension. First, you will give me, that Christ sitteth in heaven at the 
right hand of his Father: for so it is written, * Heaven must needs receive him, 
unto the time of the restoring of all,’ ete. Secondly, he was also seen of Paul 
here corporally on earth. Wherefore these two do import, as ye see, no con- 
tradiction.” 

Ridley :—“ What letteth but that Christ, if it please him, and when it Tobehere 
pleaseth him, may be in heaven and in earth, and appear to whom he will? and not 
and yet, notwithstanding, you have not yet proved that he will so do. And porteth 
though Christ continually shall be resident in heaven unto the judgment, yet contradic 
there may be some intermission, that notwithstanding. But this controversy, tion in te- 
as I said, is amongst all the ancient doctors and writers. And that Christ hath sundry 
been here seen, that they grant all: but whether then he being in earth or in times. 
heaven, that is doubtful.” 

Smith :—* I will prove that he would appear in earth. He so would, and 
also did appear here in earth after his ascension: ergo,” etc. ` 

Ridley :—“ He appeared, I grant; but how he appeared, whether then being 
in heaven or in earth, that is uncertain. So he appeared to Stephen, being 
then corporally sitting in heaven. For, speaking after the true manner of 
man's body, when he is in heaven, he is not the same time in earth; and when 
he is in earth, he is not the same time corporally in heaven." 

Smith :—'* Christ hath been both in heaven and in earth all at one time: 
ergo, you are deceived in denying that." 

Ridley :—** Y do not utterly deny Christ here to have been seen in earth. Of 
uncertain things I speak uncertainly.” 

Smith :—'* He was seen of Paul, as being born before his time, after his 
ascending up to heaven.* 

** But his vision was a corporal vision : 


(1) “ Unde hoc nobis, piissime Jesu, ut nos vermiculi, reptantes super faciem terre, nos, inquam, 
qui pulvis et cinis sumus, te praesentem habere mereamur præ manibus, præ oculis, qui totus et — 
integer sedes ad dextram Patris, qui etiam unius hore momento, ab ortu solis usque ad occasum 
ab aquilone usque ad austrum praesto es, unus in multis, idem in diversis locis ?” ` 

(2)' Acts v. (3) 1 Cor. xv. 
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Mary. * Ergo, He was seen corporally upon the earth after his ascending into 
heaven."1 
A.D. Ridley :—‘ He was seen really and corporally indeed: but whether being in 
1554. heaven or earth, is a doubt : and of doubtful things we must judge doubtfully. 
Howbeit you must prove, that he was in heaven at the same time when he was 
corporally on earth." 

Smith :—~“1 would know of you, whether this vision may enforce the resur- 
rection of Christ." 
Whether Ridley :—“ I account this a sound and firm argument to prove the resur- 
Paul saw rection. But whether they saw him in heaven or in earth, I am in doubt: and 
heaven or to say the truth, it maketh no great matter. * Both ways the argument is of like 
inearth; strength: for whether he were seen in heaven, or whether he were seen on 
oe earth, either of both maketh sufficiently for the matter. Certain it is, he rose 
his resur- again : for he could not have been seen, unless he had risen again.” 
page Smith :— Paul saw him as he was here conversant on earth, and not out of 
principi, heaven, as you affirm.” 

Ridley :—“ You run to the beginning again: that you take for granted, which 
you should have proved.” 

Smith :—*“ You make delays for the nonce.” 

Ridley :—“ Say not so, I pray you. Those that hear us be learned: they can 
tell both what you oppose, and what I answer well enough, I warrant you.” 

Argu- Tresham :—“ He was seen after such sort, as that he might be heard: ergo, 

ment. he was corporally on the earth; or else how could he be heard?” 

Answer. Ridley :—“ He that found the means for Stephen to behold him in heaven, even 
he could bring to pass well enough, that Paul might hear him out of heaven.” 

Argu- Da- Smith :——'* As others saw him, so Paul saw him. 

ment. — dH. — «Other did see him visibly and corporally on earth : 
si.“ Ergo, Paul saw him visibly and corporally on earth." 

Answer. — Hidley:—" I grant he was seen visibly and corporally : but yet have you not 
proved that he was seen in earth." 

Smith :—' He was seen of him as of others. 

* But he was seen of othersbeing on earth, and appeared visibly to them on earth: 

* Ergo, He was seen of Paul on earth." 

Ridley :—“ Your controversy is about ‘existens in terra,’ that is, being on 
earth: If ‘existere,’ ‘to be,’ be referred as unto the place, I deny that Christ 
after that sort was on earth. But if it be referred as to the-verity of the body, 
then I grant it. Moreover I say, that Christ was seen of men in earth after his 
ascension, it is certain: for he was seen of Stephen; he was seen also of Paul. 
But whether he descended unto the earth, or whether he, being in heaven, did 
reveal or manifest himself to Paul, when Paul was rapt into the third heaven, 
I know that some contend about it: and the Scripture, as far as I have read or 
heard, doth not determine it. Wherefore we cannot but judge uncertainly of 
those things which be uncertain.” 

Smith :—“ We have Egesippus and Linus against you, which testify, that 
Christ appeared corporally on the earth to Peter after his ascension,’ Peter, 
overcome with the requests and mournings of the people, which desired him to 
get him out of the city because of Nero's lying in wait for him, began without 
company to convey himself away from thence: and when he was come to the 
gate, he seeth Christ come to meet him, and worshipping him, he said, * Master, 

Linus. whither walk you?’ Christ answered, ‘I am come again to be crucified.’ Linus, 
Ambro- writing of the passion of Peter, hath the selfsame story. St. Ambrose hath the 
Abdias. same likewise, and also Abdias, scholar to the apostles, which saw Christ before 
his ascending into heaven. With what face, therefore, dare you affirm it to be 
a thing uncertain, which these men do manifestly witness to have been done ?" 

Ridley :—“ I said before, that the doctors in that matter did vary.” 

Smith:—*Do you think this story is not certain, being approved by so 
ancient and probable authority ?” 

Ridley :—“ I do so think, because I take and esteem not their words for the 
words of Scripture. And though I did grant you that story to be certain, yet 
it maketh not against me." 

Smith :—* Such things as be certain, and approved of them, you do reject as 
things uncertain.” 


(1) This argument holdeth rather “materia” than “ ratione forma," (2) Lib. iii. cap. 3. 
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Ridley :—“ The story of Linus is not of so great authority; although I am 
not ignorant that Eusebius so writeth also, in the Story of the Church.! And 
yet I account not these men’s reports so sure as the canonical Scriptures. 
Albeit if, at any time, he had to any man appeared here on the earth after his 
ascension, that doth not disprove my saying. For I go not about to tie Christ 
up in fetters (as some do untruly report of us); but that he may be seen upon 
the earth according to his divine pleasure, whensoever it liketh him. But we 
affirm, that it iscontrary to the nature of his manhood, and the true manner of 
his body, that he should be together and at one instant both in heaven and 
earth, according to his corporal substance. And the perpetual sitting at the 
right hand of the Father, may, I grant, be taken for the stability of Christ’s 
kingdom, and his continual or everlasting equality with his Father in the glory 
of heaven.” 

Smith :—'* Now, whereas you boast that your faith is the very faith of the 
ancient church, I will show here that it is not so, but that it doth directly strive 
against the faith of the old fathers: I will bring in Chrysostome for this point.? 
* Eliseus received the mantle, as a right great inheritance: for it was indeed a 
right excellent inheritance, and more precious than any gold beside. And the 
same was a double Elias: he was both Elias above, and Elias beneath. I know 
well you think that just man to be happy, and you would gladly be, every one 
of you, as he is. What will you then say, if I shall declare unto you a certain 
other thing, which all we that are endued with these holy mysteries do receive 
much more than that? Elias indeed left his mantle to his scholar: but the Son 
c+ God ascending did leave here his flesh unto us. Elias left it, putting off the 
same: but Christ both leit it to us, and ascended also to heaven, having it 
with him." 

Ridley :—“ I grant that Christ did both ; that is, both took up his flesh with 
him ascending up, and also did leave the same behind him with us, but after a 
divers manner and respect. For he took his flesh with him, after the true and 
corporal substance of his body and flesh: again, he left the same in mystery 
to the faithful in the supper, to be received after a spiritual communication, and 
by grace. Neither is the same received in the supper only, but also at other 
times, by hearing the gospel, and by faith. For, the ‘bread,’ which we break, 
is the communication of the body of Christ: and generally, ‘Unless ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye shall have no life in you.'"? 

Smith :—“ Chrysostome saith :4 * O miracle, O good will of God! He that 
sitteth above, at the sacrifice time, is contained in the hands of men.’ Or else 
as others have translated it, thus: ‘O miracle, O the gentleness of God! he 
that sitteth above with the Father, is handled with the hands of all men at the 
very same moment of time, and doth himself deliver himself to them that are 
desirous to take him and embrace him.’” 

Ridley :—“ He that sitteth there, is there present in mystery, and by grace; and 
is holden of the godly, such as communicate him, not only sacramentally with 
the hand of the body, but much more wholesomely with the hand of the heart, 
and by inward drinking is received: but by the sacramental signification he is 
holden of all men." 

Seton :—“ Where is then the miracle, if he be only present through his grace 
and mystery only ?" : 

Ridley :—* Yes, there is a miracle, good sir: Christ is not idle in his sacra- 
ments. Is not the miracle great, trow you, when bread, which is wont to sus- 
tain the body, becometh food to the soul? He that understandeth not that 
miracle, he understandeth not the force of that mystery. God grant we may 
every one of us understand his truth, and obey the same." 

(1) This addition is taken out of the copy of Ridley's own writing. 

(2) "Tanquam maximam hzreditatem, Elisæus melotem suscepit, Etenim veré maxima fuit 
hereditas, omni auro pretiosior: et erat duplex Helias ille: et erat sursum Helias, et deorsum 
Helias. Novi quód justum illum beatum putatis, et velletis quisque esse ut ille. Quid igitur, si 
vobis demonstravero quid aliud, quod illo multo majus omnes sacris mysteriis imbuti recipimus ? 
Helias quidem melotem discipulo reliquit : Filius autem Dei ascendens suam nobis carnem dimisit. 
Sed Helias quidem exutus: Christus autem et nobis reliquit, et ipsam habens ascendit." Hom. 2, 
ad populum Antiochenum. [§ 9, p.40, tom. ii. Paris, 1834.— Ep ] 

(3) Here, at this answer, great cartfulls of taunting, spiteful, and reproachful words were cast 
upon this good bisbop. 

(4) * O miraculum, O Dei benevolentiam ! Qui sursum sedet tempore sacrificii, hominum manibus 
continetur." Or, as others have translated it, *.O miraculum, O Dei benignitatem! Qui cum 


patre 8ursum, sedet, in illo ipso temporis articulo, omnium manibus pertractatur, ac se ipse tradit 
volentibus ipsum accipere et complecti!" Chrysost. de Dignitate Sacerdotii, lib, iii. [cap. iv.—E».] 
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Smith :—“ Chrysostome calleth it a miracle, that Christ sitteth at the right 
hand of God in heaven, and at the same time is held in the hands of men.— 
Not that he is handled with the hands of men—only in a mystery, and is with 
them through grace. Therefore while you deny that, you are altogether 
deceived, and stray far from the truth.” 

Harpsfield :—“ The former place of Chrysostome is not to be let slip. Let 
me, before I begin, ask this one question of you. Is it not a great matter that 
Elias left his cloak or mantle, and the gift of prophecy to his scholar ?” 

Ridley :—“ Yes, surely ; 1t is a great matter.” 

Harpsfield :— Did not Elias then leave great grace ?" 

Ridley :—“ He did so.” 

Harpsfield :—“ But Christ left a far greater grace than Elias: for he could 
not both leave his cloak and take it with him; Christ doth both in his flesh.” 

Ridley :—'* I am well content to grant, that Christ left much greater things 
to us than Elias to Eliseus, albeit he be said to have left his double spirit with 
him: for that the strength and grace of the body of Christ, which Christ, 
ascending up here, left with us, is the only salvation and life of all them who 
shall be saved: which life Christ hath here left unto us, to be received by faith 
through the hearing of the word, and the right administration of the sacra- 
ments. This virtue and grace Chrysostome, after the phrase and manner of 
John the evangelist, calleth Christ’s flesh.” 

Harpsfield :—“ But Christ performed a greater matter. He carried up, and 
left behind. You understand not the comparison. The comparison is in this, 
That Elias left his mantle, and carried it not with him: Christ left his flesh 
behind him, and carried it with him also.” 1 

Ridley :—“ True it is, and I myself did affirm no less before. Now where 
you seem to speak many things, indeed you bring no new things at all. Let 
there be a comparison between grace and grace; then Christ gave the far 
greater grace, when he did insert or graft us into his flesh." 

Harpsfield :—*“ If you will give me leave, I will ask you this question: If 
Chrysostome would have meant so, that Christ left his body in the eucharist, 
what plainer words think you, or more evident could he have used than these?" 

Ridley :—' These things be not of so great force as they bear a great show 
outwardly. He might also have used grosser words if he had listed to have 
uttered his mind so grossly: for he was an eloquent man. Now he speaketh 
after the manner of other doctors, which of mystical matters speak mystically, 
and of sacraments sacramentally.” 

Harpsfield :—“ The comparison lieth in this: That which was impossible to 
Elias, is possible with Christ.” 

Ridley :—“ I grant it was possible to Christ, which was to the other impos- 
sible. Elias left his cloak : Christ both left his flesh and took it with him.” 

Harpsfield :—'* Elias left behind him, and could not take with him: Christ 
both left behind him, and also took with him: ‚except you will say the compari- 
son here made to be nothing.’ 

Ridley: —‘‘ He took up his flesh with him to heaven, and left here the 
communion of his flesh in earth.” : ` 

Weston :——'* You understand in the first place his flesh for very true flesh ; 
and in the second place for grace, and communion of his flesh; and why do 
you not understand it in the second place also, for his true flesh? I will make 
it evident how blockish and gross your answer is.” ? 

Ridley :—‘ These be taunts and reproaches, not beseeming, as I think, the 
modesty of this school.” 

Weston :—'"* Elias left his cloak to his disciple: but the Son of God, going up 
to heaven, left his flesh. But Elias certainly left his cloak behind, and Christ 
likewise his flesh; and yet, ascending, he carried the same with him too, By 
which words we make this reason: 

“ Christ left his flesh to his disciples, and yet, for all that, he took the same 
up with him: 

“ Ergo, He is present here with us.” 


(1) Comparison between Elias's mantle and Christ's flesh : Elias took his mantle, and left neither 
mantle nor sacrament of his mantle behind him. Christ took his flesh, and left a sacrament of his 
flesh, which was more than Elias did: aud yet the said Elias afterward cast dowa his mantle. 

(?) “Quam sit stupida et crassa responsio tua.” 

[j 
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Here Dr. Weston, crying to the people, said unto them, ** Master doctor an- Mary. 
swereth it after this fashion : * He carried his flesh into heaven, and he left 
here the communion of his flesh behind.’ Assuredly the answer is too un- .A- 
learned." 1554. 

Ridley :—“ I am glad you speak in English. Surely, I wish that all the weston 
whole world might understand your reasons and my answers:! He left his speaketh 
flesh. This you understand of his flesh, and I understand the same of grace. Mh 
He carried his flesh into heaven, and left behind the communion of his flesh 
unto us.” 

Weston :—“ Ye judges? what think you of this answer ?” 

Judges :—'* It is ridiculous, and a very fond answer." 

Ridley :—* Well, I take your words patiently, for Christ's cause.” 


Weston here citeth a place: “ We are sprinkled with the blood of Christ." 

Ridley :—** Master doctor, it is the same blood, but yet spiritually received. How we 
And indeed all the prophets were sprinkled with the same blood, but yet eq 
spiritually, I say, and by grace. And whatsoever they be that are not sprinkled with 
with this blood, they cannot be partakers of the everlasting salvation." Christ's 

Weston :—“ Here I bring Bernard unto you again: ‘ Even from the west blood, 
unto the east, from the north unto the south, there is one and the selfsame 
Christ in many and divers places.'" * 

Ridley :—“ The answer is soon made, that one Christ is here and in divers Answer to 
places: for God, according to his majesty, and according to his providence, as Bernard. 
St. Austin saith, is everywhere with the godly, according to his indivisible and 
unspeakable grace, Or else, if ye would understand Bernard according to the 
corporal presence, how monstrous, or huge and giaut-like a body would you 
then make Christ’s body to be, which should reach even from north to south, 
from west to east.” 

Weston :—'* Nay, nay, you make a monstrous answer, and unlearned.” 

Ward :—“ Before I come in with those reasons which I had purposed to Ridley 
bring against you, I am minded to come again to master doctor's argument, by falsely | 
which you, being brought into the briers, seemed to doubt of Christ's presence to ae 
on the earth. To the proof of which matter I will bring nothing else, than that forth the 
which was agreed upon in the catechism of the synod of London, set out not ca 
long ago by you."5 

Ridley :—“ Sir, I give you to wit, before you go any further, that I did set 
out no catechism.” 

Weston :—* Yes, you made me subscribe to it, when you were a bishop in Weston, 


7 d in king 

your ruff.” in . 
Ridley :—“ I compelled no man to subscribe.” dope sub 
Ward :—* Yes, by the rood, you are the very author of that heresy.” scribed, 


Ridley :—* Y put forth no catechism.” 

Cole :—* Did you never consent to the setting-out of those things which you 
allowed ?" 

Ridley:—“ I grant that I saw the book; but I deny that I wrote it. T 
perused it after it was made, and 1 noted many things for it: so I consented to 
the book. I was not the author of it.” 5 . : 

Judges :— The catechism is so set forth, as though the whole Convocation- 
house had agreed toit. Cranmer said yesterday, that you made it."7 

Ridley :— 1 think surely, that he would not say so.” 

Ward :—** The catechism hath this clause : * Si visibiliter etin terra.’ ‘ If visi- 
bly and on the earth.” 

Ridley :—“ I answer, that those articles were set out, I both witting and 
consenting to them. Mine own hand will testify the same, and master Cran- 
mer put his hand to them likewise, and gave them to others afterward. Now, 
as for the place which you allege out of it, that may easily be expounded, and 
without any inconvenience." 

Ward :— Christ is the power and the virtue of his Father: ergo, he was not 


, 


(1) “ Reliquit nobis carnem suam." (2) But were these judges in king Edward's time? 
13) “ Spargimur sanguine Christi.” (4), This he repeated in English to the people also. 
(5) Here they returned again to Latin. (6) Of this catechism read. before. 


(7) The judges give an untrue verdict: for Dr. Cranmer, meaning by the council, spake no word 
of Ridley. 
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of so little strength, that he could not bring to pass whatsoever he would 
himself.” + 

Ridley :—“ I grant." 

Ward :—" Christ was the wisdom of the Father: ergo, that he spake, he 
spake wisely, and so as every man might understand ; neither was it his mind 
to speak one thing instead of another.” 

Ridley :—'* Al this I grant.” 

Ward :—“ Christ was likewise the very truth: ergo, he made and performed 
indeed that which he intended to make. And likewise it is, that he doth neither 
deceive, nor could be deceived, nor yet would go about to deceive others.” 

Weston :—“ Hilary on Psal. cxviii. hath these words:2 ‘ All God's words or say- 
ings are true, and neither idly placed, nor unprofitably, but fiery, and wonderful 
fiery, without all doubtfulness of superfluous vanity; that there may be nothing 
thought to be there, which is not absolute and proper.’ " 

Ward :—" He is the truth of the Father: ergo, he can neither deceive, nor 
yet be deceived; especially, I mean, when he spake at his latter end, and made 
his testament." 

Ridley :—“ Christ is the very truth of the Father; and I perceive well to 
what scope you drive your reason. This is but a far-fetched compass of words. 
If that these words of Christ, ‘ This is my body,’ which you mean, be rightly 
understood, they are most true." 

Ward :—** He took, he brake, he gave, etc. What took he?” 

Ridley :—“ Bread: his body." 

Ward :—“ What brake he?" - 

Ridley :—“ Bread." 

Ward :—“ What gave he?” 

Ridley :—'* Bread." 

Ward :—'* Gave he bread made of wheat, and material bread?” 

Ridley :—'* I know not whether he gave bread of wheat; but he gave true and 
material bread." 

Ward :—“ E will prove the contrary by Scriptures, 

** He delivered to them that which he bade them take. 

* But he bade not them take material bread, but his own body: 

“ Ergo, He gave not material bread, but his own body." * 

Ridley:—* I deny the minor. For he bade them take his body sacra- 
mentally in material bread : and after that sort it was both bread which he bade 
them take, because the substance was bread, and that it was also his body; ' 
because it was the sacrament of his body, for the sanctifying and the coming 
of the Holy Ghost, which is always assistant to those mysteries which were insti- 
tuted of Christ, and lawfully administered." 

Harpsfield :—— What is he that so saith, ‘ By the coming unto of the Holy 
Spirit?’ " 

P Ridley :—" I have Theophylact for mine author for this manner of speaking. 
And here I bring him, that ye may understand that phrase not to be mine, 
upon Matthew xxvi. Furthermore the said Theophylact, writing upon these 
words, ‘ This is my body,’ showeth, that the body of the Lord is bread, which 
is sanctified on the altar.’ ” 

Oglethorpe :—‘ That place of Theophylact maketh openly agamst you: for 
he saith in that place, that Christ said not, * This is the igure of my body, but 
my body.’ * For,’ saith he, ‘by an unspeakable operation it is transformed, 
although it seem to us to be bread.’” 

Ridley :-—“ It is not a figure; that is to say, ‘Non tantum est figura ;'i.e. It 
is not only a figure of his body.” 

Weston :—'* Where have you that word ‘tantum,’ * only ?’” 

Ridley :—“ Yt is not in that place, but he hath it in another; and Augustine 
doth so speak many times, and other doctors more.” 


Here Weston, repeating the words of Theophylact in English, said, “ He 
saith, itis no figure, and you say, it is a figure." And the same Theophylact 


(1) A possibili ad esse, non valet consequentia. 

(2) “ Vera omnia sunt, et neque otiosé, neque inutiliter constituta Dei verba, sed extra oninem 
ambiguitatem superflue inanitatis, ignita, et ignita vehementer, ne quid illic esse, quod non per- 
fectum ae proprium sit, existimetur.” 

(3) This argument is not formal in the second figure ^4) Theophylact. in Matt. xxvi. 
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saith moreover, that the conversing or turning of the bread is made into the yary, 
Lord's flesh. 

That which Christ gave, we do give.’ A.D. 

But that which he gave was not a figure of his body, but his body. 1554. 

Ergo, we give no figure but his body. — 

Ridley :*— 1 grant," quoth he, “ the bread to be converted and turned into Conver- 
the flesh of Christ; but not by transubstantiation, but by a sacramental con- sion, after 
version or turning. ‘It is transformed,’ saith Theophylact, in the same place, in the sa- 
‘by a mystical benediction, and by the accession or coming of the Holy Ghost crament. 
unto the flesh of Christ.’ He saith not, by expulsion or driving away the sub- 
stance of bread, and by substituting or putting in its place the corporal sub- 
stance of Christ's flesh. And whereas he saith, ‘It is not a figure of the body,’ 
we should understand that saying, as he himself doth elsewhere add ‘only,’ that 
is, it is no naked or bare figure only. For Christ is present in his mysteries ; 
neither at any time, as Cyprian saith, doth the Divine Majesty absent himself 
from the divine mysteries.” 

Weston :—' You put in ‘only,’ and that is one lie. And I tell you further : 

Peter Martyr was fain to deny the author, because the place was so plain against 
him. But mark his words, how he saith, ‘It is no figure, but his flesh.’ 

Ridley :—“ To take his words, and not his meaning, is to do injury to the 
author.” 

Harding :+—“ No other doctor maketh more against you. For the word in Greek 
is peraorotxetodrat; which is in Latin * trans-elementatur,' that is, turned from 
one element into another. And showing the cause why it is in form of bread, 
he saith, * Because we are infirm, and abhor to eat the raw flesh, especially the 
flesh of man : therefore it appeareth bread, but it is flesh.’ " 

Ridley :— That. word hath not that strength which you seem to give it. The word 
You strain it overmuch, and yet it maketh not so much for your purpose. For Herero" 
the same author hath in another place, peis peracrotxeloupeda, that is, * We ias. 
are trans-elemented, or transformed and changed, into the body of Christ :' and Theophy- 
so by that word, in such meaning as you speak of, I could prove as well that pounded. 
we are transformed indeed into the very body of Christ.” 

Ward :—‘ Learned master doctor, thus you expound the place, ‘ Hoc est 
corpus meum,’ i. e. ‘ This is my body,’ that is, a figure of my body.” 

Ridley :—“ Although I know there be that so expound it, yet that exposition 
is not full to express the whole.” 


Da- Ward :—* My sheep hear my voice, and follow me. Argu- 
ti- —** But all the sheep of Christ hear his voice, * This is my body,’ without a ment n a 
figure : figure. 


si,  “ Ergo, The voice of Christ here hath no figure.” 

Ridley :—“ The sheep of Christ follow the voice of Christ, unless they be 
seduced and deceived through ignorance." 

Ward :—* But the fathers took this place for no figurative speech.” 

Ridley :—“ Yet they do all number this place among figurative and tropical 
speeches.” 

d Ward:—-* Justin Martyr, in his second Apology,’ hath thus: où yàp ds Justin 
rowdy Eprov ob8t kowbr mópa Taira AuuBdvouer dAN bv rpdmov ià Ad*yov 0col gap- Martyr. 
kororméels Ingots, 6 cwrhp pv, kal odpra kal alpa érép awruplas huv Écxev, ofrws 
xal rjv Bf edxijs Adyou ToU map’ avrod eUxapiurrq8eicav tpophy, è hs alua kal odpxes 
kata, weraBorny rpédovra: mar, éxelvov Tod aapkoromüévros "IncoU kal odpra kal alua 
ébibáxOnuev eivai" 

« © Neque vero hzec pro pane potuve communi sumimus ; imo quemadmodum 
verbo Dei Jesus Christus, Servator noster incarnatus, habuit pro salute nostra 
carnem et sanguinem: ita per orationem illius verbi consecratum hoc alimen- 


(1) This argument is without perfect móod and form, having the minor negative in the second 
figure. ~ 

(2) As concerning the authority of Theophylact, what he thought and might have spoken of that 
author, Dr. Ridley did not then speak, nor could conveniently (as he himself afterward declared, 
reporting and writing with his own hand the disputations in the prison), because of the uproars 
and clamours, which were so great and he of so many called upon, that he could niot answer as he, 
would, and what he thought, touching the authority of Theophylact, but answered simply to that 
which is brought out of that author on this sort. 

(3) This Harding sat at the table among the notaries. 

(4) “ Quoniam infirmi sumus, et horremus crudas carnes commedere, maxim? bominis carnem; 
ideo panis quidem apparet, sed caro est.” Theoph. in vi, cap. Johan. 

(5) In modern Editions, Apolog.i. $66, p.85. Venetiis, 1747. — Ep. 
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tum, quo sanguis et carnes nostre per immutationem enutriuntur, ejusdem 
incarnati carnem et sanguinem esse sumus edocti.’ 

“ This place Cranmer hath corrupted. Thus it is Englished; * For we do 
not take this for common bread and drink, but like as Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
incarnate by the word of God, had flesh and blood for our salvation ; even so 
we be taught the food wherewith our flesh and blood is nourished by alteration, 
when it is consecrated by the prayer of his word, to be the flesh and blood of 
the same Jesus incarnate.’ 

* Dr. Cranmer hath thus translated it: * Bread, water, and wine, are not to 
be taken as other common meats and drinks be, but they be ordained purposely 
to give thanks to God, and therefore be called Eucharistia, and be called the 
body and blood of Christ: and that it is lawful for none to eat and drink of 
them, but such as profess Christ, and live according to the same; and yet the 
same meat and drink is changed into our flesh and blood, and nourisheth our 
bodies.’ "! 


Ridley :—*“ O good master doctor, go sincerely to work: I know that place, 
and I know how it is used." 


Ward here repeated the place again out of Justin, * We are taught,’ etc. as 
above. 


Ridley :—“ O what upright dealing is this! I have the selfsame place of 
Justin here copied out. You know yourself, who are skilful in Greek, how 
the words here be removed out of the right place; and that without any just 
cause.” ? 

Ward :—“ I stand still upon mine argument. What say you?” 

Ridley :—“ If you will, that I should answer to Justin, then you must hear. 
I have but one tongue, I cannot answer at once to you all.” 

Weston :—'* Christ gave us his very and true flesh to be eaten : 

“ But he never gave it to be eaten but in his last supper, and in the sacra- 
ment of the altar : ` 

* Ergo, there is the very true flesh of Christ.” 3 

Ridley :—'* If you speak of the very true flesh of Christ, after the substance 
of his flesh taken in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and not by grace and spiri- 
tually, I then do deny the first part of your reason. But if you understand it 
of the true flesh, after grace and spiritual communication, I then grant the first 
part, and deny the second. For he giveth unto us truly his flesh, to be eaten 
of all that believe in him: for he is the very and true meat of the soul, where- 
with we are fed unto everlasting life, according to his saying, * My flesh is 
meat indeed,' etc." ° 

Ward :3—*** I have desired with my hearty desire to eat this paschal with 
you. What paschal, I pray you, desired he to eat? If you stand in doubt, 
you have Tertullian against Marcion :5 He, therefore, protesting a great desire 
to eat his paschal, (his own paschal I say, for it was not meet that he should 
desire any other than his own), taking bread and distributing it to his disciples, 
made it his body, saying, ‘ This is my body.’ What say you? Did he under- 
stand by this paschal the Judaical lamb, or by that which afterward he gave in 
his supper?" 

Ridley :—'* I suppose that the first he understood of the Judaical passover, 
and afterward of the eucharist.” 

Ward :—' Nay then Tertullian is against you, who saith : 

Ba- ‘He desired to eat his passover. 
ro- ‘ But the Judaical passover was not his, but strange from Christ: 
co- ‘ Ergo, He meant not of the Judaical passover.' ”? 

Ridley :—“ The Judaical passover was not strange from Christ, but his own: 
insomuch as he is the Lord of all; and as well the Lord of the Judaical pass- 
over, as of his own supper.” 


(1y Read Cranmer’s answer to this before. (See p. 467.] 
(2) Sumptum ex exemplari Domini Ridlei descripto. 
(3) In this argument if the minor he a negative, the form is false: if it be affirmative, equipol- 


- lenter, the major is to be denied. 


(4) “ Desiderio desideravi hoe pascha manducare vobiscum." 

(5) “ Professus itaque se concupiscentia concupiscere edere pascha suum (indignum enim ut 
alienum concupisceret Deus) acceptum panem et distributum discipulis suum corpus illum fecit, 
Hoc est corpus meum, dicendo, ete." Tertul. contra Marcion, lib. iv. [cap. 40.—Ep.] 
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Ward :—* What answer you then to Tertullian, who saith, * He desired to Mary. 
eat his own passover, and not the Jewish passover, which stood upon words 
without flesh ?" D. 

Ridley :—* Tertullian may here dally in sense analogical? I know that 1554. 
Cyprian hath these words :* * He began then to institute the holy eucharist, but 
both were Christ's. " 

Ward :—“ Augustine on Psalm xcvi, writing upon these words, ‘ Adorate 
scabellum pedum ejus;’ i. e. ‘ Worship his footstool,’ etc.*: * I ask,’ saith he, 

* what is the footstool of his feet ; and the Scripture telleth me, The earth is the 
footstool of my feet. And so, in searching thereof, I turn myself to Christ, 
because J seek him here in the earth, and find how, without impiety, the foot- 
stool of his feet may be worshipped. For he took earth of earth, in that he is 
flesh of earth, and because of the flesh of Mary he took flesh, and because 
that in the same flesh here he walked ; and also he gave the same flesh to us, 
to be eaten unto salvation. But no man eateth that flesh except he have wor- 
shipped before. And so it is found, how such a footstool of the feet of the 
Lord is to be worshipped, so that not only we sin not in worshipping, but also 
do sin in not worshipping the same.' 
Da- “ He gave to us his flesh to be eaten, the which he took of the earth, in 
which also here he walked, etc. 
ti- “ But he never gave his flesh to be eaten, but when he gave it at his 
supper, saying, * This is my body :' 
si-  “ Ergo, in the eucharist he gave us his flesh.” t 

Ridley :—“ You do allege the place of Augustine upon Psalm xcviii., where How 
he saith, that Christ gave his flesh to be eaten which he took of the earth, and Christ 
in which here he walked; inferring hereupon that Christ never gave the same fesh to be 
his flesh to be eaten, but only in the eucharist: I deny your minor; for he eaten,and 
gave it both in the eucharist to be eaten, and also otherwise, as well in the "he". 
word, as also upon the cross.” 

Smith :—'* What if Augustine say, that Christ did not only give himself to 
us in a figure, but gave his own very flesh indeed and really ?" 

Ridley :—“ I never said that Christ gave only a figure of his body; for in- 
deed he gave himself in a real communication, that is, he gave his flesh after a 
communication of his flesh." 


(Here Weston read the place of Augustine in English, and afterward said, 
** Ye say Christ gave not his body, but a figure of his body." 

Ridley :—'* I say not so: I say, he gave his own body verily; but he gave 
it by a real, effectual, and spiritual communication." 


After this, Dr. Glyn began to reason, who (notwithstanding master Dr. Glyn, 
Ridley had always taken him for his old friend) made a very contu- Rae's 


i i 1 i i old friend, 
melious preface against him. This preface master Ridley, therefore, 94 friend, 


did the more take to heart, because it proceeded from him. Howbeit him of 
he thought, that Dr. Glyn’s mind was to serve the turn ; for after- Eu 
ward he came io the house wherein master Ridley was kept, and, as fergiveth 


far as master Ridley could call to remembrance, before Dr. Youn Dr em. 
and Dr. Oglethorpe he desired him to pardon his words, The which 
master Ridley did even from the very heart; and wished earnestly, 
that God would give not only to him, but unto all others, the true 
and evident knowledge of God’s evangelical sincerity, that, all offences 


(1) Analogical sense is that which hath a high and mystical understanding, that lieth abstruse 
and profound under the external letter.” d 

(2) ** Tunc instituit quidem eucharistiam, sed utrumque erat Christi." 

(3) “ Quaero, inquit, quid sit scabellum pedum ejus? Et dicit mihi Scriptura, Terra scabellum 
pedum meorum. Fluctuans converto me ad Christum, quia ipsum quero hic, et invenio quomodo 
sine impietate adoretur scabellum pedum ejus, Suscepit enim de terra terram, quia caro de Terra 
est, et de carne Mariæ carnem accepit, et quia in ipsa carne hic ambulavit, et ipsam carnem nobis 
manducandam ad salutem dedit: nemo autem illam carnem manducat nisi prius adoraverit. 
Inventum est quo modo tale scabellum pedum Domini adoretur, ut non solum non peccemus . 
adorando, sed peccemus non adorando ipsum," ete, August. in Psal xeviii [Col 1065. tom. iv. 
Edict. Benedict.—Ep. 

(4) If the minor of this argument (as is said before) beequipollent to affirmative, then it cometh 
next to the mood Datísi. 
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put apart, they, being perfectly and fully reconciled, might agree 
and meet together in the house of the heavenly Father. 


Glyn :—“ I see that you elude or shift away all Scriptures and fathers: I will 
go to work with you after another sort :—Christ hath here his church known in 
earth, of which you were once a child, although now you speak contumeliously 
of the sacraments.” 

Ridley :—“ This is a grievous contumely, that you call me a shifter-away of 
the Scripture, and of the doctors. As touching the sacraments, I never yet 
spake contumeliously of them. I grant that Christ hath here his church in 
earth; but that church did ever receive and acknowledge the eucharist to be a 
sacrament of the body of Christ, yet not the body of Christ really, but the body 
of Christ by grace.” 

Glyn :—“ Then I ask this question: whether the catholic church hath ever 
or at any time been idolatrous ?" 

Ridley :— The church is the pillar and stay of the truth, that never yet hath 
been idolatrous in respect of the whole; but, peradventure, in respect of some 
part thereof, which sometimes may be seduced by evil pastors, and through 
ignorance " 

Glyn ;—“ That church ever hath worshipped the flesh of Christ in the eu- 
charist. 

* But the church hath never been idolatrous: 

“ Ergo, It hath alway judged the flesh of Christ to be in the eucharist.” ! 

Ridley :—“ And J also worship Christ in the sacrament, but not because he 
is included in the sacrament: like as I worship Christ also in the Scriptures, 
not because he is really included in them. Notwithstanding I say, that the 
body of Christ is present in the sacrament; but yet sacramentally and spiritually, 
(according to his grace) giving life, and in that respect really, that is, according 
to his benediction, giving life. Furthermore, I acknowledge gladly the true 
body of Christ to be in the Lord's supper, in such sort as the church of Christ 
(which is the spouse of Christ, and is taught of the Holy Ghost, and guided by 
God's word) doth acknowledge the same. But the true church of Christ doth 
acknowledge a presence of Christ's body in the Lord's supper to be communi- 
cated to the godly by grace, and spiritually, as I have often showed, and by a 
sacramental signification; but not by the corporal presence of the body of his 
flesh." 

Glyn :—“ Augustine against Faustus [saith, ]? ‘Some there were which thought 
us, instead of bread and of the cup, to worship Ceres and Bacchus. Upon this 
place I gather, that there was an adoration of the sacrament among the fathers ; 
and Erasmus,?in an epistle to the brethren of Low Germany, saith, that the 
worshipping of the sacrament was before Augustine and Cyprian." 

Ridley :—'* We do handle the signs reverently: but we worship the sacra- 
ment as a sacrament, not as a thing signified by the sacrament.” 

Glyn :—'* What is the symbol or sacrament ?” 

Ridley :—“ Bread.” 

Glyn :—'* Ergo, We worship bread.” 

Ridley :—“ There is a deceit in this word ‘adoramus.’ We worship the 
symbols, when reverently we handle them. We worship Christ wheresoever 
we perceive his benefits: but we understand his benefits to be greatest in the 
sacrament.” 

Glyn :—“ So I may fall down before the bench here, and worship Christ ; 
and if any man ask me what I do, I may answer, I worship Christ.” 

Ridley :—“ We adore and worship Christ in the eucharist. And if you mean 
the external sacrament; I say, that also is to be worshipped as a sacrament.” 

Glyn :—“ So was the faith of the primitive church.” 

Ridley : —* Would to God we would all follow the faith of that church.” 

Glyn :— Think you that Christ hath now his church ?” 

Ridley :—** I do so.” 

Gly :—“ But all the church adoreth Christ verily and really in the sacra- 
ment.” 

(1) “ This afgument, having the minor a negative, neither is formable in the third figure, nor 
doth it conclude rightly, but should conclude thus: ergo, to worship the flesh of Christ in the 
eucharist is no idolatry."—Sumptum ab autographo Ridlei manu descripto. 


(2) ** Nonnulli propter paner et calicem, Cererem et Bacchum nos colere existimabant," etc, 
August. contra Faust. lib: xx. cap. 13. (3) Tom. ix. Operum, p. 1310. Basil, 1540.— ED. 
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Ridley :—'* You know yourself, that the eastern church would not acknow- ary. 
ledge transubstantiation ; as appeareth in the council of Florence.” 3 
Cole :—'* That is false: for in the same they did acknowledge transubstan- A. D. 
tiation ; although they would not entreat of that matter, for that they had not in 1954. 
their commission so to do.” 
Ridley :—'* Nay, they would determine nothing of that matter, when the 
article was propounded unto them." 
Cole :—“ It was not because they did not acknowledge the same, but because 
they had no commission so to do." 
Curtop :—“ Reverend sir, I will prove and declare, that the body of Christ 
is truly and really in the eucharist: and whereas the holy fathers, both of the 
west and east church, have written both many things and no less manifest of 
the same matter, yet will I bring forth only Chrysostome. The place is this ;? 
“That which is in the cup, is the same that flowed from the side of Christ. 
“ But true and pure blood did flow from the side of Christ: 
* Ergo, His true and pure blood is in the cup."? 
Ridley :— It is his true blood which is in the chalice, I grant, and the same 
which sprang from the side of Christ. But how? It is blood indeed, but not 
after the same manner, after which manner it sprang from his side. For here 
is the blood, but by way of a sacrament.— Again I say, like as the bread of the 
sacrament and of thanksgiving is called the body of Christ given for us: so the 
cup of the Lord is called the blood which sprang from the side of Christ: but 
that sacramental bread is called the body, because it is the sacrament of his 
body. Even so likewise the cup is called the blood also, which flowed out of 
Christ's side, because it is the sacrament of that blood which flowed out of his 
side, instituted of the Lord himself for our singular commodity ; namely, for 
our spiritual nourishment: like as baptism is ordained in water to spiritual 
regeneration." 
"Curtop :—'* The sacrament of the blood is not the blood.” 
Ridley :—“ The sacrament of the blood is the blood; and that is attributed 
to the sacrament, which is spoken of the thing of the sacrament.” 


(Here Weston repeateth Curtop's argument in English.) 

Weston :*—* That which is in the chalice, is the same which flowed out of 
Christ's side. 

* But there came out very blood : 

** Ergo, There is very blood in the chalice.” 

Ridley :—“ The blood of Christ is in the chalice indeed, but not in the real 
presence but by grace, and in a sacrament." 

Weston :—“ That is very well. Then we have blood in the chalice.” 

Ridley :—“ It is true; but by grace, and in a sacrament.” 


(Here the people hissed at him.) 

Ridley :—“ O my masters! I take this for no judgment: I will stand to 
God's judgment." 

Watson :—“ Good sir, I have determined to have respect of the time, and to 
abstain from all those things which may hinder the entrance of our discepta- 
tion : and therefore first I ask this question: When Christ said in John v.s 
* He that eateth my flesh,’ etc., doth he signify in those words the eating of his 
true and natural flesh, or else of the bread and symbol?" 

Ridley :—“ I understand that place of the very flesh of Christ to be eaten, Spiritual 
but spiritually: and further I say, that the sacrament also pertaineth unto the eating of 
spiritual manducation: for without the spirit to eat the sacrament, is to eat it the fesh 
unprofitably ; for whoso eateth not spiritually, he eateth his own coh- . 
demnation." 

Watson.:—“ I ask then, whether the eucharist be a sacrament?” 

Ridley :— The eucharist, taken for a sign or symbol, is a sacrament.” 


(1) This council of Florence was but of late years, in the time of the council of Basil. [It com- 
menced its sittings at Florence in 1439, and continued them to 1442.—E»p.] ` 

12) Chrys. in cap. 10. Cor. 1. Hom. 24. . . 

(3) The major should be thus: Whatsoever did flow from the side of Christ is in the cup, ete. : 
or else the argument being in the second figure is affirmative, and false. 

(4) This argument concludeth not directly, and, being in the second figure affirmative, it is not 
formal. (5) “Qui manducat carnem meam.” 
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Watson :—*" Is it instituted of God?” 

Ridley :—“ It is instituted of God." 

Watson :—'* Where ?" 

Ridley :—“ In the supper." 

Watson :—'* With what words is it made a sacrament?” 

Ridley :—“ By the words and deeds which Christ said and did, and com- 
manded us to say and do the same." 

Watson :—* It is a thing commonly received of all, that the sacraments of 
the new law give grace to them that worthily receive." 

Ridley :—“ True it is, that grace is given by the sacrament; but as by an 
instrument. The inward virtue and Christ give the grace through the sacrament.” 

Watson :—'* What is a sacrament?” 

Ridley :—* I remember there be many definitions of a sacrament in Augus- 
tine: but I will take that which seemeth moat fit to this present purpose. A 
sacrament is a visible sign of invisible grace." 

Watson :—'* Ergo, Grace is given to the receivers." 

Ridley :—“ The society or conjunction with Christ through the Holy Ghost 
is grace; and by the sacrament we are made the members of the mystical body 
of Christ, for that by the sacrament the part of the body is grafted in the head." 

Watson :—“ But there is difference between the mystical body, and natural 
body." 

Ridley :—“ There is, I grant you, a difference; but the head of them both is 
one." 

Watson :.—'* The eucharist is a sacrament of the new testament: 

** Ergo, It hath a promise of grace. 

“ But no promise of grace is made to bread and wine : 

“ Ergo, Bread and wine be not the sacraments of the new testament.” 1 

Ridley :—“ I grant that grace pertaineth to the eucharist, according to this 
saying, ‘ The bread which we break, is it not the communication or partaking 
of the body of Christ?’ And like as he that eateth and he that drinketh unwor- 
thily the sacrament of the body and blood of the Lord, eateth and drinketh his 
own damnation: even so he that eateth and drinketh worthily, eateth life, and 
drinketh life? I grant also that there is no promise made to bread and wine. 
But inasmuch as they are sanctified, and made the sacraments of the body and 
blood of the Lord, they have a promise of grace annexed unto them; namely, 
of spiritual partaking of the body of Christ to be communicated and given, not 
to the bread. and wine, but to them which worthily do receive the sacrament." 

Watson :—' If the substance of bread and wine do remain, then the society 
betwixt Christ and us is promised to them that take bread and wine. 

** But that society is not promised to bread and wine, but to the receivers of 
the flesh and blood. ‘Qui manducat,'? etc. 

* Ergo, The substance of bread and wine remaineth not.” 

Ridley :—“ The promise undoubtedly is made to the flesh and blood, but the 
same is to be received in the sacrament through faith." 

Watson :—'* Every sacrament hath a promise of grace annexed unto it; but 
bread and wine have not a promise of grace annexed unto them: 

* Ergo, The bread and wine are not sacraments.” 

Ridley :—'* True it is, every sacrament hath grace annexed unto it instru- 
mentally. But there is divers understanding of this word * habet,’ ‘hath:’ for 
the sacrament hath not grace included in it; but to those that receive it well, it is 
turned to grace. After that manner the water in baptism hath grace promised, 
and by that grace the Holy Spirit is given: not that grace is included in water, 
but that grace cometh by water." 

Watson :—“ This promise is made to the flesh and blood of Christ; and not 
to the bread and wine : . 

* Ergo, The sacrament is not bread and wine, but the body and blood of 
Christ." 


(1) The syllogism is thus to be formed. The sacrament of the new testament hath a promise 
of grace annexed: bread and wine have no promise of grace annexed: ergo, bread and wine is no 
sacrament of the new testament. . 

(2) No promise made to bread and wine as they be common bread and common wine: but as 
they be sanctified and made sacraments of the Lord's body and blood, they are not now called 
bread and wine, but have a promise annexed to them, or rather (to say the truth) annexed to the 
receivers of them. (3). John vi. 
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Ridley :—“ There is no promise made to him that taketh common bread and Mary. 
common wine ; but to him that receiveth the sanctified bread, and bread of the 
communion, there is a large promise of grace made: neither is the promise given .D. 
to the symbols, but to the thing of the sacrament. But the thing of the sacra- 1554. 
ment is the flesh and blood." 

Watson :—“ Every sacrament of the new testament giveth grace, promised 
of God to those that worthily receive it." 

Ridley :—“ This sacrament hath a promise of grace, made to those that Sacra- 
receive it worthily, because grace is given by it, as by an instrument; not that ments 
Christ hath transfused grace into the bread and wine." only in- 

Watson :—“ But this promise which is made, is not but to those that worthily ments of 
receive the flesh and blood; not the bread and wine.” grace 

Ridley :—" That proposition of yours hath a divers understanding. There 
is no promise made tothem that receive common bread, as it were; but to those 
that worthily receive the sanctified bread, there is a promise of grace made, like 
as Origen doth testify." 

Watson :—'* Where is that promise made?” 

Ridley :—" The bread which we break, is it not a communication of the body 
of Christ?" And we being many are one bread, one body of Christ.” 

Watson :—“ What doth he mean by bread in that place?” 

Ridley :—“ The bread of the Lord's table, the communion of the body of 
Christ." 

Watson :—'* Hearken what Chrysostome saith upon that place :* ‘The bread 
which we break, is it not the communication of Christ's body?’ Wherefore did 
henot say participation? Because he would signify some greater matter, and that 
he would declare a great convenience and conjunction betwixt the same. For 
we do not communicate by participation only and receiving, but also by co- 
uniting ; for likewise as that body is co-united to Christ, so also we, by the same 
bread, are conjoined and united to him." 

Ridley :—“ Let Chrysostome have his manner of speaking, and his sentence, Answer 
If it be true, I reject it not. But let it not be prejudicial to me, to name it true to Chry 
bread.” sostoine. 

Watson :—'** All,’ saith Chrysostome,’ ‘which sit together at one board, do Chrysos- 
communicate together of one true body. What do I call,’ saith he, ‘ this com- tome ad 
municating? We are all the selfsame body. What doth bread signify? The one mys- 
body of Christ. What be they that receive it? The body of Christ: for many tical 
are but one body.’ Chrysostome Goth interpret this place against you: ‘All we body. 
be one bread and one mystical body, which do participate together one bread 
of Christ.’ ” 

Ridley :—*“ All we be one mystical body, which do communicate of one 
Christ in bread, after the efficacy of regeneration, or quickening.” 

Watson :—“ Of what manner of bread speaketh he ?" 

Ridley :—" Of the bread of the Lord's table.” 

Watson :—“ Is not that bread one ?" 

Ridley :—“ It is one of the church being one; because one bread is set forth 
upon the table: and so of one bread all together do participate, which commu- 
nicate at the table of the Lord.” 

Watson :—“ See how absurdly you speak. Do you say, all which be from 
the beginning to the end of the world?” 

Ridley :—— AM, I say, which at one table together have communicated in the 
mysteries might well so do, Albeit the heavenly and celestial bread is likewise 
one also, whereof the sacramental bread is a mystery: the which being one, all 
we together do participate.” 

Watson:—'* A perverse answer. Which all? Mean you all christian A cavil. 
men ?” 

Ridley :—“ I do distribute this word ‘all;’ for all were wont together to 
communicate of the one bread divided into parts: all, I say, which were in one 
congregation, and which all did communicate together at one table.” 


(1) 1 Cor. xii. 

(2) “ Panis quem frangimus, nonne communicatio corporis Christi est? Quare non dixit partici- 
patio? Quia amplius quid significare voluit, et multam inter hac convenientiam offendere, Non 
enim participatione tantum et acceptione, sed unitate communicamus. Quemadmodum enim corpus 
illud unitum est Christo, ita et nos per hunc panem unione conjungimur." Chrys. in 1 Cor. cap x» 

(3) In 1 Cor. cap. x. 
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Marg. Watson :—'* What? Do you exclude then from the body of Christ all them 
which did not communicate, being present ?” 
DU. Fecknam :—“ But Cyprian saith, ‘ Bread which no multitude doth consume :’ 
1554. which cannot be understood but only of the body of Christ.” 

Ridley :—“ Also Cyprian in this place did speak of the true body of Christ, 
and not of material bread.” 

Fecknam :—“ Nay, rather he did there entreat of the sacrament in that tracta- 
tion ‘De Cena Domini,’ writing upon the supper of the Lord.” 

Ridley :—“ Truth it is, and I grant he entreateth there of the sacrament : but, 
also, he doth admix something therewithal of the spiritual manducation.” 

Smith :—“ When the Lord saith, ‘This is my body,’ he useth no tropical speech: 

** Ergo, You are deceived.” 

Ridley :—“ I deny your antecedent.” 

Smith :—': I bring here Augustine expounding these words,? * He was carried 
in his own hands :*? * How may this be understood to be done in man? For no 
man is carried in his own hands, but in the hands of other. How this may be 
understood of David after the letter, we do not find; of Christ we find it. For 
Christ was borne in his own hands, when he saith, * This is my body :' for he 
carried that same body in his own hands, ete. Augustine here did not see how 
this place, after the letter, could be understood of David; because no man can 
carry himself in his own hands. ‘Therefore,’ saith he, ‘this place is to be 

Augus- understood of Christ after the letter,’ For Christ carried himself in his own 
tinean- hands in his supper, when he gave the sacrament to his disciples, saying, *This 
swered. js my body.’ ” 

Ridley :— I deny your argument, and I explicate the same. Austin could 
not find, after his own understanding, how this could be understood of David 
after the letter. Austin goeth here from others in this exposition, but I go not 
from him. But let this exposition of Austin be granted to you; although I 
know this place of Scripture be otherwise read of other men, after the verity of 
the Hebrew text, and it is also otherwise to be expounded. Yet, to grant to 
you this exposition of Austin, I say yet, notwithstanding, it maketh nothing 
against my assertion : for Christ did bear himself in his own hands, when he 
gave the sacrament of his body to be eaten of his disciples.” 

Smith :— Ergo, It is true of Christ after the letter, that he was borne in his 
own hands.” 

Ridley :—'* He was borne literally, and after that letter which was spoken of 
David: but not after the letter of these words, * Hoc est corpus meum.’” 

“I grant that St. Austin saith, that it is not found literally of David, that he 

The place carried himself in his own hands, and that it is found of Christ. But this word 
of Augus- ‘ad literam,’ ‘literally,’ you do not well refer. to that which was borne, but rather 
Christ it ought to be referred to him that did bear it. St. Augustine’s meaning in this; 
was car- that it is not read anywhere in the Bible, that this carnal David, the Son of 
ried in Jesse, did bear himself in his hands; but of that spiritual David, that overthrew 
hands "ad Goliath the devil (that is, of Christ our Saviour, the son of the Virgin), it may 
literam,” well be found literally, that he bare himself in his own hands after a certain 
ty manner, namely, in carrying the sacrament of himself. And note, that St. 
Austin hath these words, ‘quodam modo,’ ‘after a certain manner;’ which 
manifestly declare, how the doctor's meaning is to be taken."4 

Smith :-—“ When then was he borne in his own hands: and after what 
letter ?" 

Ridley :—“ He was borne in the supper sacramentally, when he said, ‘This 
is my body.'''5 

Smith :—'* Every man may bear in his own hands a figure of his body. But 
Augustine denieth that David could carry himself in his hands: 

* Ergo, He speaketh of no figure of his body." 


1) “ Panis quem nulla multitudo consumit." Cyprian de Coena Dom. 

à) ** Ferebatur im manibus suis.” 1 Regum. [xxi. 13. But see Appendix to vol, v, p. 802.] 

(3) “Hoc quomodo possit fieri in homine, quis intelligat! Manibus enim suis nemo portatur, 
sed alienis, Quomodo intelligatur de David secundum literam, non invenimus; de Christo autem 
invenimus. Ferebatur enim Christus in manibus suis cum diceret, Hoc est corpus meum. Ferebat 
enim illud corpus in manibus suis," etc. August. in Psal. xxxiii. con. 1. [Enar. 2. tom. ii. col. 214. 

dit. Beuedict. E».] . . E 
E (4 ** Ferebatur quodam modo in manibus suis." August. ie. Christ was borne in his own hands 
sacramentally. 

(3) A figure he may bear, but not a sacrament. 
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Ridley :—* If Austin could have found in all the Scripture, that David had Mary. 
carried the sacrament of his body, then he would never have used that exposi- ——.— 
tion of Christ." A. D. 

Smith ;—'* But he did bear himself in his own hands : 1554. 

“ Ergo, He did not bear a figure only.” 

Ridley :—“ He did bear himself, butin a sacrament: and Austin afterward 
addeth, * quodam modo,’ that is, ‘ sacramentally.' " 

Smith :— You understand not what Austin meant when he said, * quodam Quodam 
modo ;’ for he meant, that he did bear his very true body in that supper, not Mode 
in figure and form of a body, but in form and figure of bread. 

ee You are holden fast, neither are you able to escape out of this laby- 
rinth.” 


Dr. Weston repeated this place again in English: which done, 
then Dr. Tresham began thus to speak, moved (as it seemed to master 
Ridley) with great zeal; and desired that he might be in the stead 
of John Baptist, in converting the hearts of the fathers, and in re- 
ducing the said bishop Ridley again to the mother church. Now at 
the first, not knowing the person, he thought he had been some good 
old man, which had the zeal of God, although not according to know- 
ledge, and began to answer him with mansuetude and reverence: 
but afterward he smelled a fox under a sheep’s clothing. 


Tresham :—“ God Almighty grant that it may be fulfilled in me, that was Tresham 
spoken by the prophet Malachi of John Baptist, ‘Which may turn the hearts of prayeth 
the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, that verting 
you at length may be converted,’ The wise man saith, ‘Son, honour thy father, Ridley. 
and reverence thy mother:’ but you, dishonour your Father in heaven, and 
pollute your mother the holy church here on earth, while ye set nought by her.” 

Ridley .—‘ These bye words do pollute your school.” 

Tresham :—“ If there were an Arian which had that subtle wit that you 
have, he might soon shift off the authority of the Scriptures and fathers.” 

Weston :—** Either dispute, or else hold your peace, I pray you.” 

Tresham :—* I bring a place here out of the council of Lateran,! the which The de- 
council, representing the universal church, wherein were congregated three cree Of e- 
hundred bishops, and seventy metropolitans, besides a great multitude of others, ran coun- 
decreed that bread and wine, by the power of God's word, was transubstantiate cil alleged 
into the body and blood of the Lord. Therefore whosoever saith contrary, for tran- 
cannot be a child of the church, but a heretic.” tiation. 

Ridley :—-“ Good sir, Y have heard what you have cited out of the council of 
Lateran, and remember that there was a great multitude of bishops and metro- 
politans, as you said: but yet you have not numbered how many abbots, priors, 
and friars were in that council, who were to the number of eight hundred.”? 

One of the Scribes : —* What! will you deny then the authority of that coun- Carping. 
cil, for the multitude of those priors ?" 

Ridley :—“ No sir, not so much for that cause, as for that, especially, because 
the doctrine of that council agreed not with the word of God, as it may well 
appear by the acts of that council, which was holden under Innocent the Third? 

a man (if we believe the histories) most pernicious to the church and common- 
wealth of Christ." 

Tresham :— What! do you not receive the council of Lateran?" Where- Council of 
upon he, with certain others, cried, ** Scribite, scribite," Write, write. Lateran. 

Ridley :—** No sir, I receive not that council; ‘scribite, et rescribite,’ write, 
and write again." ' 

Tresham :—* Evil men do eat the natural body of Christ: ergo, the true and 
natural body of Christ is on the altar." . 

Ridley :—“ Evil men do eat the very true and natural body of Christ sacra- 
mentally, and no further; as St. Augustine saith. But good mem do eat the 
very true body, both sacramentally, and spiritually by grace." 


(1) Of this council read before. (2) Ibid. (3) Of this Innocent the Third read before.. 
VOL. VE. KK 
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Mary.  Tresham:—“ I prove the contrary, by St. Augustine: * Sicut enim Judas, cui 
buccellulam Dominus tradidit, non malum accipiendo, sed malé accipiendo pec- 
cavit, etc! ‘Like as Judas, to whom the Lord gave the morsel, did offend, not 

1554. in taking a thing that was evil, but in receiving it after an evil manner,’ etc. 
And a little after? * Because some do not eat unto salvation, it followeth not, 
therefore, that it is not his body.’” 

Ridley :—“ It is the body to them, that is, the sacrament of the body: and 
Judas took the sacrament of the Lord to his condemnation. Austin hath dis- 
tinguished these things well in another place,’ where he saith,* * The bread of 
the Lord, the bread the Lord. Evil men eat the bread of the Lord, but not the 
bread the Lord. But good men eat both the bread of the Lord, and bread the 
Lord.’” 

Weston :—'* Paul saith, * the body,’ and you say, the sacrament of the body.” 5 

Ridley :—" Paul meaneth so indeed.” 

Watson :— You understand it evil concerning the sign : for the fathers say, 
that evil men do eat him which descended from heaven.” 

The old Ridley :—* They eat him indeed, but sacramentally. The fathers use many 

doctors, times the sacrament for the matter of the sacrament, and all that same place 

ete. maketh against you :” and so here he cited the place. 

Theophy- Weston :-—“ I bring Theophylact, which saith, that Judas did taste the body 

fact al- of the Lord.6 ‘The Lord did show the cruelty of Judas, who, when he was 

ee rebuked, did not understand, and tasted the Lord's flesh,’ ” etc. 

Answer. Ridley :—'* This phrase to divines is well known, and used of the doctors: 
He tasted the flesh of the Lord, ‘insensibiliter,’ ‘insensibly ;’ that is, the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s flesh.” 

Chrysos- Weston :—'* Chrysostome saith, that the same punishment remaineth to them 

tome al- which receive the body of the Lord unworthily, as to them which crucified him.” 

Chrysos- Ridley :— That is, because they defile the Lord's body : for evil men do eat 

tome ex- the body of Christ sacramentally, but good men eat both the sacrament, and 

pounded. the matter of the sacrament.” 

Thecoun- Watson :—‘ You reject the council of Lateran, because (you say) it agreeth 

geryi not with God’s word. What say you then to the council of Nice? The words 

' ofthe council be these :7 * Let us not look a-low by the ground, upon the bread 
and the drink set before us, but, lifting up our mind, let us faithfully believe, 
there upon that holy table to lie the Lamb of God taking away the sins of the 
world, being sacrificed of the priests." ” 

Ridley :—“ That council was collected out of ancient fathers; and isto mea 
great authority; for it saith,® ‘that bread is set upon the altar, and having our 
minds lifted up, we must consider him which is in heaven.’ The words of the 
council make for me.” 

The place Watson :—'* * Exaltata mente,’ * with a mind exalted :’ that is, not as brute 

expound- beasts at the rack or manger, having an eye only upon the thing that is set 

ed. before them,’ * The Lamb of God lieth on the table,’ saith the council.” 3° 

Ridley :— The Lamb of God is in heaven, according to the verity of the 
body: and here he is with us in a mystery, according to his power; not 
corporally.” 

Watson :—“ But the Lamb of God lieth on the table.” 

Ridley :—* It is a figurative speech; for in our mind we understand him 
which is in: heaven.” 

Watson :—-“ But he lieth there, the Greek word is xe?rat.” 

Ridley :—-“ He lieth there; that is, he is there present: not.corporally, but 
he lieth there by his operation.” 


(1) Aug. lib. v. cont. Donatistas. cap. 8. 

(2) “ Quia aliquis non ad salutem manducat, non ideo non est corpus.” 

(3) In Joh. Evang. Tract. 59, $ 1, tom. iii. p. 2, col. 663.—Ep. 

(4) ** Panem Domini, et panem Dominum. Mali manducant panem Domini, non panem Domi- 
num : boni autem manducant et panem Domini, et panem Dominum." 

(5) This, Weston, spake in English. 

(6) “ Ostendit Dominus crudelitatem Jude, qui cum argueretur, non intellexit, et gustavit 
carnem Domini," etc. - 

(7) * Ne humiliter spectemus propositum panem et potum, sed exaitata mente fideliter credamvs 
jacere in illa sacra mensa Agnum Dei tollentem peccata mundi 4 sacerdotibus sacrificatum.” In 
Gelasii Hist. Conc. Niczni Prim. lib. ii. cap. 30. Apud Labbé, tom. ii. col. 232. —Ep. 

(8) “ Positum esse panem in altari, et exaltata mente considerandum eum qui in coelis est." 

(9) “ Agnus Dei jacet in mensa." 

(10) If the Lamb of God lie really upon the table, then why doth the council bid as lift up our 
minds; which rather should bid us let down our minds to the altar? 
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Watson :—'* He lieth; but his operation lieth not.” 

Ridley :—"* You think very grossly of the sitting or lying of the celestial 
Lamb on the table of the Lord: for we may not imagine any such sitting or A.D. 
lying upon the table, as the reason of man would judge: but all things are here 1554. 
to be understood spiritually. For that heavenly Lamb is (as I confess) on the 
table; but by a spiritual presence, by grace, and not after any corporal sub- 
stance of his flesh taken of the Virgin Mary. And indeed the same canon! doth 
very plainly teach, that the bread which is set on the table is material bread; 
and therefore it (the canon I mean) commandeth that we should not creep on 
the ground in our cogitation, to those things which are set before us; as who 
should say, what other things are they (as much as pertaineth te their true sub- 
stance) than bread and wine? ‘But rather,’ saith the canon, ‘lifting up our 
minds into heaven, let us consider with faith the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sins of the world, sitting or lying upon the table.’ ‘For a lifted-up 
faith,’ saith he, ‘ seeth him which sitteth on the right hand of God the Father, 
after the true manner of a body set by grace on the Lord’s table, and taking 
away the sins of the world. For I think you mean not so; as though the Lamb 
did lie there prostrate with his members spread upon the table.’ " 

Smith :—'* I bring another place out of the council of Nice :? * None of the Another 
apostles said, this 1s a figure of the body of Christ: none of the reverend Place 
elders said, the unbloody sacrifice of the altar to be a figure.’ alleged. 

“ Ergo, You are deceived.” 


Ridley :—“ This canon is not in the council of Nice; for I have read over 
this council many times." 


Mary, 


Then came in another, whom master Ridley knew not, and said : The coun- 
“ The universal church both of the Greeks and Latins, of the east and Sof"! 
of the west, have agreed in the council of Florence uniformly in the slleeed. 
doctrine of the sacrament; that in the sacrament of the altar there 
is the true and real body."? 


Ridley :—'* Y deny the Greek and the east church to have agreed either in 
the council at Florence, or at any time else, with the Romish church in the 
doctrine of transubstantiation of bread into the body of Christ. For there was 
nothing in the council of Florence,* wherein the Greeks would agree with the 
Romanists; albeit hitherto I confess it was left free for every church to use, as 
they were wont, leavened, or unleavened bread.” ` 


Here cried out Dr. Cole, and said, they agreed together concern- 
ing transubstantiation of bread into the body of Christ. Master 
Ridley said that could not be. . 

Here started up another unknown to master Ridley, but thought oneofthe 
to be one of the scribes, who affirmed with him, that indeed there was °"™** 
nothing decreed concerning transubstantiation: but the council left 
that, as a matter not meet nor worthy to disturb the peace and con- 
cord of the church; to whom master Ridley answered again, saying, 
that he said the truth. 


Pie :—“ What say you to that council, where it is said, that the priest doth 
offer an unbloody sacrifice of the body of Christ?” 

Ridley :-—* Y say, it is well said, if it be ri huy understood." 

Pie :—* But he offereth an unbloody sacrifice.” - 

Ridley :—“ It is called unbloody, and is offered after a certain manner, 


(1) De Consecrat. dist.9. [Gelasii Hist. Conc. Nic. lib. ii. cap. 30.] 

(2) “Nullus apostolorum dixit, heec est figura corporis Christi: nullus venerabilium presbyte- 
rorum dixit incruentum altaris sacrificlum figuram," etc. 

(3) Out of Dr. Ridley's copy. . 

(4) This assertion is perfectly true, although cardinal Bessarion had managed to produce a 
temporary union: for his conduct in which business he was severely blamed, the Greek church 
being uninformed of his proceedings, and having never authorized him to attempt a union. See 
Historia concertationis Grec. Latinorumque de Transubstant., auct. J. R. Kieslingio; Leipsie, 
1754, pp. 158—194; Fleury, Hist. Eccles. livre 108, § 135, and Labbé, tom. xiii.— Ep. 
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Mary. and in a mystery, and as a representation of that bloody sacrifice; and he deth 
not lie, who saith Christ to be offered." 
1 Weston :—“ I, with one argument, will throw down to the ground your 
1554. opinion, out of Chysostome,' and I will teach, not only a figure, and a sign or 
Weston grace only, but the very same body, which was here conversant on the earth, 
playeth — to be in the eucharist. 
Gola. We worship the selfsame body in the eucharist which the wise men did 
vid. worship in the manger. 
* But that was his natural and real body, not spiritual : 
** Ergo, The real body of Christ is in the eucharist.? 
“ Again, the same Chrysostome saith, ‘We have not here the Lord in the 
manger, but on the altar. Here a woman holdeth him not in her hands, but a 
riest.' " 
P Ridley :—“ We worship, I confess, the same true Lord and Saviour of the 
world, which the wise men worshipped in the manger; howbeit we do it in a 
mystery ; and in the sacrament of the Lord's supper, and that in spiritual liberty, 
as saith St. Augustine,? not in carnal servitude; that is, we do not worship 
servilely the signs for the things: for that should be, as he also saith, a part of 
a servile infirmity. But we behold with the eyes of faith him present after 
grace, and spiritually set upon the table; and we worship him which sitteth 
above, and is worshipped of the angels. For Christ is always assistant to his 
mysteries, as the said Augustine saith. And the Divine Majesty, as saith 
Cyprian, doth never absent itself from the divine mysteries; but this assistance 
and presence of Christ, as in baptism it is wholly spiritual, and by grace, and 
not by any corporal substance of the flesh: even so it is here in the Lord's 
supper, being rightly and according to the word of God duly ministered.” 
Weston :— That which the woman did hold in her womb, the same thing 
holdeth the priest." 
Ridley :—“ I grant the priest holdeth the same thing, but after another 
manner. She did hold the natural body; the priest holdeth the mystery of 
the body." 


(Weston repeated again his argument out of Chrysostome in English.) 
Ridley :— 1 say that the author meant it spiritually.” 


Weston (Weston here, dissolving the disputations, had these words :* ** Here you see 
mE the stubborn, the glorious, the crafty, the unconstant mind of this man. Here 
triumph. you see, this day, that the strength of the truth is without foil. Therefore I 

beseech you all most earnestly to blow the morte (and he began, and they fol- 


lowed) ‘ Verity hath the victory,’ * Verity hath the victory.’ ” 


THE DISPUTATION HAD AT OXFORD THE I8TH DAY OF APRIL, 
1554, BETWEEN MASTER HUGH LATIMER, ANSWERER, 
AND MASTER SMITH, AND OTHER OPPOSERS.® 


After these disputations of bishop Ridley ended, next was brought 
out master Hugh Latimer to dispute, upon Wednesday, which was 
the 18th day of April; which disputation began at eight of the 
clock, in such form as before: but it was most in English. For 
master Latimer, the answerer, alleged that he was out of use with the 
Latin, and unfit for that place. 


smith of There replied unto him master Smith of Oriel college; Dr. Cart- 
Oriel col- 


lege oppo- Wright, master Harpsfield, and divers others, had snatches at him, and 
leime, gave him bitter taunts. He escaped not hissings and scornful laugh- 


Ings, no more than they that went before him. He was very faint, 


(1) Hom. 24, in 1 ad Cor. 

(2) This argument, after the disposition and terms, as it standeth, is not formal. 

(3) Lib. iii. de Doctriné Christian&. 

(4) “ Videtis pra fractum hominis animum, gloriosum, vafrum, inconstantem : videtis hodie 
veritatis vires inconcussas. Itaque clamate, Vicit veritas.” [See the Appendix.] 

(5) See the Harleian MSS. No. 422, art. 92. 
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and desired that he might not long tarry. He durst not drink for fear Mary. 
of vomiting. The disputation ended before eleven of the clock. "A p. 
Master Latimer was not suffered to read what he had (as he said) 1554. 


painfully written: but it was exhibited up, and the prolocutor read’ 
part thereof, and so proceeded unto the disputation. 


(The Preface of Weston unto the Disputation following.) 


Weston :—* Men and brethren! we are come together this day (by the help 
of God), to vanquish the strength of the arguments, and dispersed opinions of 
adversaries, against the truth of the real presence of the Lord's body in the 
sacrament. And therefore, you father, if you have any thing to answer, I do 
admonish you that you answer in short and few words." 

Latimer :—“ I pray you, good master prolocutor, do not exact that of me, 
which is not in me, I have not these twenty years much used the Latin 
tongue." 

Weston :— Take your ease, father.” 

Latimer :—* I thank you, sir, I am well; let me here protest my faith, for I 
am not able to dispute; and afterwards do your pleasure with me.” 


The Protestation of Master Hugh Latimer, given up in Writing 
to Dr. Weston. 


The conclusions whereunto I must answer are these : 

The first is, that in the sacrament of the altar, by the virtue of God's word 
pronounced by the priest, there is really present the natural body of 
Christ, conceived of the Virgin Mary, under the kinds of the appear- 
ance of bread and wine: in like manner his blood. 

The second is, that after consecration there remaineth no substance of 
bread and wine, nor any other substance, but the substance of God and 
man. 

The third is, that in the mass there is the lively sacrifice of the church, 
which is propitiable, as well for the sins of the quick, as of the dead. 


Concerning the first conclusion, me thinketh it is set forth with certain new- The reat 


found terms that be obscure, and do not sound according to the speech of the Presence 
: : : . . of Christ, 
Scripture. Howbeit, howsoever I understand it, this I do answer plainly, how it is. 


thongh not without peril—I answer, I say, that to the right celebration of the 
Lord's supper there is no other presence of Christ required, than a spiritual 
presence: and this presence is sufficient for a christian man, as a presence by 
which we abide in Christ, and Christ abideth in us, to the obtaining of eternal 
life, if we persevere, And this same presence may be called most fitly a real 
presence; that is, a presence not feigned, but a true and a faithful presence: 
which thing I here rehearse, lest some sycophant or scorner should suppose me, 
with the Anabaptists, to make nothing else of the sacrament, but a naked and 
a bare sign. As for that which is feigned of many, concerning their corporal 
presence, I, for my part, take it but for a papistical invention ; therefore think 
it utterly to be rejected. 


Concerning the second conclusion, I dare be bold to say, that it hath no stay Answerto 
or ground in God's word, but is a thing invented and found out by man; and the se- 
therefore to be taken as fond and false: and I had almost said, as the mother conciu- 


and nurse of the other errors. It were good for my lords and masters of the sion. 


transubstantiation, to take heed lest they conspire with the Nestorians, for I do 
not see how they can avoid it. 


The third conclusion (as I do understand it) seemeth subtilely to sow sedition Answer 
against the offering which Christ himself offered for us in his own proper ithe 


person, according to that pithy place of Paul, where he saith,! “ That Christ, 
his own self, hath made purgation of our sins." And afterward, “That he 
might,” saith he, “be a merciful and faithful bishop, concerning those things 
which are to be done with God, for the taking-away of our sins,” So that the 
expiation or taking-away of our sins, may be thought rather to depend on this, 
that Christ was an offering bishop, than that he was offered, were it not that he 


(1) Heb. i, 
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Mary. Was offered of himself: and therefore it is needless that he should be offered 
of any other. I will speak nothing of the wonderful presumption of man. to 
A dare to attempt this thing without a manifest vocation, specially in that it 
1554. tendeth to the overthrowing and making fruitless (if not wholly, yet partly) of 
Taking the cross of Christ; for truly it is no base or mean thing to offer Christ. And 
away of therefore worthily a man may say to my lords and masters the offerers, * By 
pandeh what authority do ye this, and who gave you this authority ?”--Where? when ?— 
onthe “A man cannot," saith the Baptist, “take anything except it be given him from 
Poe of of above:" much less then may any man presume to usurp any honour, before he 
ferer, be thereto called. Again, “If any man sin,” saith St. John, “ we have,” saith 
he,—(not a masser or offerer at home, which can sacrifice for us at mass; but 
“ we have,” saith he,) “ an advocate, Jesus Christ,"! which once offered himself 
long ago; of which offering the efficacy and effect is perdurable for ever, so 

that it is needless to have such offerers. 

What meaneth Paul, when he saith, ‘They that serve at the altar are par- 
takers of the altar?” and so addeth, “ So the Lord hath ordained, that they that 
preach the gospel, shall live of the gospel."—Whereas he should have said, 

Thesacri- “ The Lord hath ordained, that they that sacrifice at mass, should live of their 
fing —— sacrificing ;" that there might be a living assigned to our sacrificers now, as 
pics’ — was before Christ's coming, to the Jewish priests. For now they have nothing 
changed to allege for their living, as they that be preachers have. So that it appeareth, 
intoa, that the sacrificing priesthood is changed by God's ordinance into a preaching 
m priesthood ; and the sacrificing priesthood should cease utterly, saving inasmuch 
hood. as all christian men are sacrificing priests. 
The final The supper of the Lord was instituted to provoke us to thanksgiving for the 
cause why offering which the Lord himself did offer for us, much rather than that our 
supper  Offerers should do there as they do. “ Feed,” saith Peter, “ as much as ye may, 
was the flock of Christ : nay, rather, let us sacrifice as much as we may, for the 
chiefly or- flock of Christ. If so be the matter be as now men make it, I can never wonder 
enough, that Peter would or could forget this office of sacrificing, which, at this 
Sacrifice. day, is in such a price and estimation, that to feed is almost nothing with many. 
ing If thou cease from feeding the flock, how shalt thou be taken? Truly, catholic 
enough. Butif thou cease from sacrificing and massing, how will that be taken? 
preach. At the least, I warrant thee, thou shalt be called a heretic. And whence, I 
ing. pray you, come these papistical judgments? except, perchance, they think a 
Prepos- man feedeth the flock, 1n sacrificing for them: and then what needeth there 
judgment any learned pastors? For no man is so foolish, but soon may he learn to sacri- 
of papists. fice and mass it. 
Latimer Thus, lo! I have taken the more pains to write, because I refused to dispute, 
found . in consideration of my debility thereunto : that all men may know, how that T 
dience. have so done not without great pains, having not any man to help me, as I have 
with never before been debarred to have. Oh, sir! you may chance to live till you 
kings and come to this age and weakness that I am of. I have spoken in my time before 
than with two kings more than once, two or three hours together; without interruption ; 
mustic but now, that I may speak the truth (by your leave), I could not be suffered to 
ines: declare my mind before you, no, not by the space of a quarter of an hour, 
without snatches, revilings, checks, rebukes, taunts, such as I have not felt the 
like, in such an audience, all my life long. 
The four Surely it cannot be but a heinous offence that I have given. But what was 
inest it? Forsooth I had spoken of the four marrow-bones of the mass; the which 
the mass kind of speaking I never read to be a sin against the Holy Ghost. I could not 
expound- be allowed to show what I meant by my metaphor; but sir, now, by your 
ed. favour, I will tell your mastership what I mean :— 

The first, is “ the Popish consecration,” which hath been called a god’s body- 
making. The second, is “Transubstantiation.” The third, is “the Missal 
oblation.” The fourth, “ Adoration.” 

These chief and principal portions, parts, and points, belonging or incident 
to the mass, and most esteemed and had in price in the same, I call “the mar- 
row-bones of the mass ;” which indeed you, by force, might, and violence, intrude 
in sound of words in some of the Scripture, with racking and cramping, injuring 
and wronging the same: but else, indeed, plain out of the Scripture, as I am 
throughly persuaded; although in disputation I now could nothing do to persuade 


(1) 1 John ii. 
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the same to others, being both unapt to study, and also to make a show of my wary. 
former study, in such readiness as should be requisite to the same. 

I have heard much talk of master doctor Weston to and fro in my time: but A- D. 
I never knew your person to my knowledge, till I came before you, as the 1554. 
queen's majesty's commissioner. I pray God send you so right judgment, as I The pride 
perceive you have a great wit, the great learning, with many other qualities. God of Weston 
give you grace ever well to use them, and ever to have in remembrance, that privy a 
he that dwelleth on high, looketh on the low things on the earth ; and that there Obedi- 
is no counsel against the Lord; and also that this world hath been, and yet is ence to 
a tottering world. And yet again, that though we must obey the princes, yet Pain its 
that hath this limitation; namely, in the Lord. For whoso doth obey them limita- 
against the Lord, they be most pernicious to them, and the greatest adversaries tion. 
that they have; for they so procure God’s vengeance upon them, if God be only 
the ruler of things. 

There be some so corrupt in mind, the truth being taken from them, that they Know- 
think gain to be godliness; great learned men, and yet men of no learning, but ledge 
of railing, and raging about questions and strife of words. I call them men of Christ: is 
no learning, because they know not Christ, how much else soever they know. mere ig- 
And on this sort we are wont to call great learned clerks, being ignorant of jos 
Christ, unlearned men; for it is nothing but plain ignorance, to know anything there 
without Christ: whereas whoso knoweth Christ, the same hath knowledge be who, 
enough, although in other knowledge he be to seek. The apostle St. Paul con- under e 
fesseth of himself to the Corinthians, that he did know nothing but Jesus Christ of Christ, 
crucified. Many men babble many things of Christ which yet know not Christ; darken 
but, pretending Christ, do craftily colour and darken his glory. “ Depart from of Christ, 
such men,” saith the apostle St. Paul to Timothy. 

It is not out of the way to remember what St. Augustine saith, The place 
where, I now well remember not, except it be against the epistles of Petilian :! 
“ Whosoever,” saith he, “teacheth anything necessarily to be believed, which is 
not -contained in the Old and New Testament, the same is accursed.” Oh! 
beware of this curse if you be wise. I am much deceived if Basil have not 
such like words : “ Whatsoever," saith he, “is beside the Holy Scripture, if the 
same be taught as necessarily to be believed, that is sin.” Oh therefore take 
heed of this sin ! 
' There be some that speak many false things more probable, and more like to The ab- 
the truth, than the truth itself. ‘Therefore Paul giveth a watchword: “ Let no surdities 
man,” saith he, “deceive you with probability and persuasions of words.”-— papists 
* But what mean you,” saith one, * by this talk so far from the matter ?" Well, opened in 
I hope, good masters, you will suffer an old man a little to play the child, and S>asing 
to speak one thing twice. O Lord God !—you have changed the most holy Lord's 
communion into a private action; and you deny to the laity the Lord's cup, "upper. 
contrary to Christ's commandment. And you do blemish the annunciation of 
the Lord's death till he come; for you have changed the common prayer, called 
the divine service, with the administration of the sacraments, from the vulgar 
and known language, into a strange tongue, contrary to the will of the Lord 
revealed in his word. God open the door of your heart, to see the things you 
should see herein! I would as fain obey my sovereign as any in this realm : 
but, in these things, I can never do it with an upright conscience. God be 
mérciful unto us. Amen! 


"Weston :—“ Then refuse you to dispute? Will you here then subscribe ” 

Latimer :—“ No, good master; I pray be good to an old man. You may, 
if it please God, be once old,? as I am: you may come to this age, and to this 
debility." 

Weston :— Ye said, upon Saturday last, that ye could not find the mass, 
nor the marrow-bones thereof in your book : but we will find a mass in that boo "d 

Latimer :—“ No, good master doctor, ye cannot." 

Weston :—“ What find you then there?” 

Latimer ;—** Forsooth, a communion I find there.” 

Weston ;——'* Which communion ?—the first or the last ?” 3 


(1) Petilian was a Donatist bishop of Cirtha in Africa KA the beginning of the fifth age.—Ep. 

(2) But God saw it good that Weston never came to this age. . 

(3) By this first and second communion, he meaneth the two books of public order set forth in 
king Edward's days, the one in the beginning, the other in the latter end of his reign. 
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Mary. Latimer :-—“ I find no great diversity in them; they are one supper of the 
Lord : but I like the last very well." 

A.D. Weston :—“ Then the first was naught, belike.” 

1554. Latimer :— I do not well remember wherein they differ.” 
Weston Weston :—“ Then cake-bread and loaf-bread are all one with you. Ye call 
cavilleth it the supper of the Lord, but you are deceived in that: for they had done the 
against supper before, and therefore the Scripture saith, * postquam coenatum est;’ i.e. 
ofthe ‘after they had supped.’ For ye know that St. Paul findeth fault with the 
Lords Corinthians, for that some of them were drunken at this supper; and ye know 
supper mo man can be drunken at our communion." 

Latimer :— The first was called ‘ccena Judaica,’ i.e. ‘The Jewish supper,’ 
when they did eat the paschal lamb together: the other was called ‘coena 
Dominica,’ i.e. ‘The Lord's supper.’ ” 

Weston :—“ That is false; for Chrysostome denieth that.! And St. Ambrose, 
on 1 Cor. x. saith, that? ‘the mystery of the sacrament, given as they were at 
supper, is not the supper of the Lord.’ And Gregory Nazianzen saith the 
same :3 ‘Again he kept the holy feast of passover with his disciples in the 
dining chamber, after the supper, and one day before his passion. But we keep 
it both in the churches and houses of prayer, both before the supper, and also 
after the resurrection.’ And that first supper was called dyámy :* can you tell 
what that is ?" 

Latimer :— I understand no Greek: yet 1 think it meaneth charity.” 

Weston :— Will you have all things done that Christ did then? Why then, 
must the priest be hanged on the morrow.—And where find you, I pray you, 
that a woman should receive the sacrament ?" 

Weston Latimer :—“ Will you give me leave to turn my book: I find it in 1 Cor. xi. 
opposed I trow these be his words: ‘probet autem seipsum homo,’ etc.—I pray you, 
grammar. good master, what gender is ‘homo?’ " 

^ouuaté- — Weston :—“ Marry, the common gender." 

panos Cole :—" It is in the Greek, ó dv6porros." 

davrov. Harpsfield :— It is * dvnp,’ that is, * vir?’ " 

Latimer :—“ It is in my book of Erasmus’s translation, * probet seipsum 
homo.’ ” 

Fecknam :— It is * probet seipsum 
masculine gender." 

Latimer :—“ What then? I trow when the woman touched Christ, he said, 
* Quis tetigit me?’ * Scio quód aliquis me tetigit;' i.e. ‘Who touched me?” ‘I 
know that some man touched me.' " 

Weston :—“ I will be at host with you anon.— When Christ was at his supper, 
none were with him but his apostles only: ergo, he meant no woman, if you 
will have his institution kept." 

The apo- Latimer :—'* In the twelve apostles was represented the whole church, in 

stles re- which you will grant both men and women to be." 

presented Weston :—“ So through the whole heretically translated Bible ye never make 

church, mention of priest, till ye come to the putting of Christ to death. Where find 
you then that a priest or minister (a minstrel, I may call him well enough) 5 
should do it of necessity ?" 

Thename Latimer ;—‘ A minister is a more fit name for that office; for the name of 

ofmini- a priest importeth a sacrifice.” 

ster more Weston :—“ Well, remember that ye cannot find that a woman may receive 

the name by Scripture. Master opponent fall to it.” 

of priest. — Smith :— Because I perceive that this charge is laid upon my neck to dis- 
pute with you: to the end that the same may go forward after a right manner 
and order, I will propose three questions, so as they are put forth unto me. 
And first I ask this question of you, although the same indeed ought not to be 
called in question: but such is the condition of the church, that it is always 
vexed of the wicked sort. I ask, I say, whether Christ’s body be really in the 
sacrament ?” 


indeed, and therefore it importeth the 


(1) Chrysost. in 1 Cor. cap. 10. 

(2) “ Mysterium eucharistia inter coenandum datum, non est ccena Dominica.” 

(3) * Rursus pasche sacra «d discipulis in ccenaculo ac post coenam, dieque unica ante 
passionem celebrat. Nos verd éa in orationis domibus, et ante ccenam et post resurrectionem 
peragimus.” 

(4) ‘Aydarn: so were the feasts called, wont to be given to the poor 

i (5) ‘Weston scorned the name of minister. 
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Latimer :—'* I trust I have obtained of master prolocutor, that no man shall Mary. 
exact that thing of me, which is not in me. And I am sorry that this wor- 
shipful audience should be deceived of their expectation for my sake. I have A. D. 
given up my mind in writing to master prolocutor.” 954. 

Smith :—“ Whatsoever ye have given up, it shall be registered among the 
acts.” 

Latimer :—“ Disputation requireth a good memory; ‘ast abolita est mihi 
memoria :’ my memory is gone clean, and marvellously weakened, and never 
the better, I wis, for the prison.” 

Weston :—" How long have ye been in prison?” 

Latimer :—“ These three quarters of this year." 

Weston :—'* And I was in prison six years.” 

Latimer :— The more pity, sir.” 

Weston :— How long have you been of this opinion ?" 

Latimer :-—* It is not long, sir, that I have been of this opinion.” 

Weston :—“ The time hath been, when you said mass full devoutly.” 

Latimer :—“ Yea, I ery God mercy heartilyefor it."! 

Weston :—“ Where learned you this new fangleness ?” 

Latimer :—“ I have long sought for the truth in this matter of the sacra- Latimer 
ment, and have not been of this mind past seven years: and my lord of Can- confirmed 
terbury’s book? hath especially confirmed my judgment herein. If I could Wers 
remember all therein contained, I would not fear to answer any man in this book. 
matter." 

Tresham :—“ There are in that book six hundred errors.” 

Weston :—“ You were once a Lutheran.” 

Latimer :—“ No, I was a papist; for I never could perceive how Luther The zeal 
could defend his opinion without transubstantiation. The Zurichers once did of Lati- 
write a book against Luther, and I oft desired God, that he might live so long popery. 
to make them answer." 

Weston :—“ Luther in his book ‘De privata Missa,'* said, that the devil 
reasoned with him, and persuaded him that the mass was not good. Whereof 
it may appear, that Luther said mass, and the devil dissuaded him from it." 

Latimer :—“ I do not take in hand here to defend Luther's sayings or doings. 

If he were here, he would defend himself well enough, I trow. I told you 
before, that I am not meet for disputations, I pray you read mine answer, 
wherein I have declared my faith." 

Weston :—'* Do you believe this, as you have written?” 

Latimer ;—'* Yea, sir," 

Weston :— Then have you no faith,” 

Latimer :— Then would I be sorry, sir.” 

Tresham 5—'* It is written, * Except ye shall eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man, and drink his blood, ye shall have no life in you.’ Which when the 
Capernaites, and many of Christ’s disciples heard, they said, ‘ This is a hard 
saying,’ etc. Now that the truth may the better appear, here I ask of you, 
whether Christ, speaking these words, did mean of his flesh to be eaten with 
the mouth, or of the spiritual eating of the same?” 


(1) Then they hissed and clapt their hands at him. 

(2) “ Cranmer's Book. A Defence of the trve and catholike Doctrine of the Sacrament of the 
body and bloud of our Sauiour Christ.” 4to. Lond. 1550,—Ep. 

(3) Several treatises upon this question will be found in “Operum Huld. Zuinglii pars secunda." 
Tiguri, 1581; pp. 313 to 376.— Ep. 

(4) Fol. 14. “Contigit me," etc. In that book the devil doth not dissuade him so much from 
saying mass, as he laboureth to bring him to desperation for mass.—Such temptations many times 
happen to good men. [This story is current among the papists at this time. (See Baddeley's Sure 
Way, p. 55, etc.) The best refutation of it will be found in the following extract: “The tale against 
that godly man Dr. Luther, is scornful and slanderous, blazed abroad by Pighius, Hosius, Staphylus 
the runagate, and such others, only of wilful malice and hatred of the truth, and therefore not 
worthy to be answered. Dr. Luther showeth what terrible temptations the devil layeth to trap men 
withal, taking occasion sometimes of well-doing, sametimes of evil; sometimes of truth, some- 
times of falsehood. And for example, he showeth that the devil on a time assaulted him, not in 
visible form, but by dreadful suggestions in his conscience, as it were, thus calling him te remem- 
brance: These many years thou hast said mass; thou hast showed up bread and wine to be wor- 
shipped as God, and yet now thou knowest it was a creature and not God, Thereof followed 
idolatry, and thou wert the cause thereof.—All these things he saw to be true by the testimony 
and light of his own conscience, and therefore confessed he had offended, and yielded himself unto 
God. The devil’s purpose was to lead him to despair; buy God mercifuliy delivered him. And 
this is Dr. Luther’s whole and only meaning in that place, that no man of himself is able to with- 
stand such assaults and temptations of the enemy, but only by the power and mercy of God.” 
Jewel's Repiy to Harding, article 1, divis. 2.—E».] 

(5) Here TreSham began to dispute in Latin. (6) John vi. 
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A DISPUTATION OF LATIMER AT OXFORD. 


Latimer :—'*I answer as Augustine understandeth : that Christ meant of the 
spiritual eating of his flesh." 

Tresham :—“ Of what flesh meant Christ? his true flesh, or no?” 

Latimer :—“ Of his true flesh, spiritually to be eaten in the supper by faith, 
and not corporally.” 

Tresham :—'* Of what flesh mean the Capernaites? "" 

Latimer :—“ Of his true flesh also ; but to be taken with the mouth." 

Tresham :—“ They, as ye confess, did mean his true flesh to be taken with 
the mouth. And Christ also, as I shall prove, did speak of the receiving of his 
flesh with the mouth. Ergo, they both did understand it of the eating of one 
thing, which is done by the mouth of the body.”! 

Latimer :—“ I say, Christ understood it not of the bodily mouth, but of the 
mouth of the spirit, mind, and heart.” 

Tresham :—“ I prove the contrary, that Christ understandeth it of the eating 
with the bodily mouth. For whereas custom is a right good mistress and inter- 
preter of things, and whereas the acts put in practice by Christ, do certainly 
declare those things which he first spake: Christ's deeds in his supper, where 
he gave his body to be taken with the mouth, together with the custom 
which hath been ever since that time, of that eating which is done with the 
mouth, doth evidently infer that Christ did understand his words, here cited of 
me out of John vi., of the eating with the mouth." 

Latimer :—'* He gave not his body to be received with the mouth, but he 
gave the sacrament of his body to be received with the mouth : he gave the 
sacrament to the mouth, his body to the mind." i 

Tresham :—*" But my reason doth conclude, that Christ spake concerning his 
flesh to be received with the corporal mouth: for otherwise (which God forbid) 
he had been a deceiver, and had not been offensive to the Capernaites and his dis- 
ciples, if he had not meant in this point as they thought he meant: forif he had 
thought as you do feign, it had not been an easy matter for him to have said :? 
* You shall not eat my flesh with your mouth, but the sacrament of my flesh ; 
that is to say, ye shall receive with your mouth not the thing itself, but the 
figure of the thing; and thus he might have satisfied them : but so he said not, 
but continued in the truth of his words, as he was wont. Therefore Christ 
meant the selfsame thing that the Capernaites did, I mean concerning the thing 
itself to be received with the mouth; videlicet, that his true flesh is truly to be 
eaten with the mouth. Moreover, forasmuch as you do expound for ‘ corpus 
Christi’ ‘the body of Christ,’ * sacramentum corporis Christi’ ‘the sacrament 
of the body of Christ,’ and hereby do suppose that we obtain but a spiritual 
union, or union of the mind between us and Christ, plain it is, that you are de- 
ceived in this thing, and do err from the mind of the fathers: for they affirm 
by plain and express words, that we are corporally and carnally joined together. 
And these be the words of Hilary :* * Therefore, if Christ did truly take the 
flesh of our body upon him, and the same man be Christ indeed, which was 
born of Mary; then we also do receive under a mystery the flesh of his body 
indeed, and thereby shall become one; because the Father is in him, and he 
in us. How is the unity of will affirmed, when a natural propriety by the 
sacrament is a perfect sacrament of unity?’ Thus far hath Hilary. - Lo! here 
you see how manifestly these words confound your assertion. To be short, I 
myself have heard you preaching at Greenwich before king Henry the Eighth, 
where you did openly affirm, that no christian man ought to doubt of the true 
and real presence of Christ’s body in the sacrament, forasmuch as he had the 
word of Scripture on his side; videlicet, ‘Hoe est corpus meum,’ ‘ This is my 
body :’ whereby he might be confirmed. But now there is the same truth; the 
word of Scripture hath the selfsame thing which it then had. Therefore why 
do you deny at this present that, whereof it was not lawful once to doubt 
before, when you taught it?” 

Latimer :—“ Will you give me leave to speak ?" 


(1) Doctor Tresham’s argument without form or mood, concluding affirmatively in the second 


re. 
Ko) And what doth Christ else mean by these words, where he saith, “My words be spirit and 
life; the flesh profiteth nothing?” 

(3) “ Si verè igitur carnem E rhoris nostri Christus assumpsit, et verè homo ille qui ex Maria 
natus fuit Christus est; nos quoque verè sub mysterio, carnem corporis sui sumimus, et per hæc 
unum erimus, quia pater in eo est, et ille in nobis: Quomodo voluntatis unitas asseritur, cum 
naturalis per sacramentum proprietas perfectè sacramentum sit unitatis ?” 
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Tresham :— Speak Latin, I pray you; for ye can do it, if ye list, promptly Mary. 
enough." ———— 
Latimer :—* I cannot speak Latin so long and so largely. Master prolocutor A. D. 
hath given me leave to speak English. And as for the words of Hilary, I think 1554. 
they make not so much for you. But he that shall answer the doctors, had yeiane- 
not need to be in my case, but should have them in a readiness, and know their thou's 
purpose. Melancthon saith, * If the doctors had foreseen that they should have Judg: 
een so taken in this controversy, they would have written more plainly.’ ” ` 

Smith :—** I will reduce the words of Hilary into the form of a syllogism. 


Da- “Such as is the unity of our flesh with Christ's flesh, such, yea greater, Argu- 
is the unity of Christ with the Father. ment, 

ti- — * But the unity of Christ's flesh with ours, is true and substantial : 

si, Ergo, The unity of Christ with the Father, is true and substantial.” 


Latimer :—'* I understand you not.” 

Seton :—“ Y know your learning well enough, and how subtle ye be: I will Seton 
use a few words with you, and that out of Cyprian, ‘De ccena Domini.’ ‘The reasoneth 
Old Testament doth forbid the drinking of blood. The New Testament doth prian. ^ 
command the drinking and tasting of blood: but where doth it command the 
drinking of blood? ” 

Latimer :—“ In these words, * Bibite ex hoc omnes;’ i.e. ‘Drink ye all of 
this.’ " 

Seton :—“ Then we taste true blood.” 

Latimer :—'* We do taste true blood, but spiritually; and this is enough.” 

Seton .— Nay, the Old and New Testament in this do differ :1 for the one 
doth command, and the other doth forbid, to drink blood.” 

Latimer :—* It is true as touching the matter; but not as touching the 
manner of the thing.” 

Seton :—* Then there is no difference between the drinking of blood in the 
New Testament, and that of the Old: for they also drank spiritually.” 

Latimer :—** And we drink spiritually, also; but a more precious blood.” 

Weston :—“ Augustine, upon the xlvth Psalm, saith :? ‘ Drink boldly the 
blood which ye have pouréd out.'—Exgo, it is blood.” - 

Latimer :—“ I never denied it, nor ever will I go from it, but that we drink 
the very blood of Christ indeed, but spiritually: for the same St. Augustine 
saith,3 * Believe, and thou hast eaten.’ ” 

Weston :—'* Nay,* ‘To believe, is not to drink or eat.’ You will not say, I 
pledge you, when I say, I believe in God.” 

Latimer :— Is not ‘manducare,’ ‘ to eat,’ in your learning put for ‘ credere,' 
* to believe?’” 

Weston:—“ I remember my lord chancellor demanded master Hooper of 
these questions, whether ‘edere,’> ‘to eat,’ were ‘credere,’ ‘to believe;’ and 
‘altare, ‘an altar,’ were Christ, in all the Scripture, etc.: and he answered, 
‘Yea.’ Then said my lord chancellor, * Why then, Habemus altare de quo non 
licet edere;9 i.e. We have an altar of which it is not lawful to eat, is as 
much to say, as Habemus Christum, in quo non licet credere; i.e. We have 
a Christ, in whom we may not believe.’ " 

Tresham :—“ ‘Believe, and thou hast eaten,’ is spoken of the spiritual eating." 

Latimer :— It is true, I do allow your saying; I take it so also." 

Weston -—“ We are commanded to drink blood in the new law.—Ergo, it is 
very blood." 

Latimer :—“ We drink blood, so as appertaineth to us to drink to our com- 
fort, in sacramental wine. We drink blood sacramentally : he gave us his blood 
to drink spiritually: he went about to show, that as certain as we drink wine, 
so certainly we drink his blood spiritually.” 


(1) By that reason the New and Old Testament should not differ, but should be contrary one 
from the other, which cannot be true in natural or moral precepts. 

(2) “ Securé bibite sanguinem quem fudistis." [$ 3.] (3) * Crede, et manducasti.” 

(4) “ Credere, non est bibere nec edere." 

(5) “ Edere" in some places is taken for “ credere fout that in all places it is so taken, it 
followeth not. 

6) This place of the Hebrews alludeth to the old sacrifice of the Jews, who, in the feast of pro- 
pitiation the,tenth day, used to carry the flesh of the sacrifice out of the tents to be burned on an 
altar without, because none of them which served in the tabernacle should eat thereof: only the 
blood was carried by the high priest into the holy place. 
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A DISPUTATION OF LATIMER AT OXFORD. 


Weston :—“ Do not you seem to be a papist, which do bring in new words, 
not found in Scripture? Where find you that * sacramentaliter’ * sacramentally,' 
in God's book ?" 

Latimer :—“ It is necessarily gathered upon Scripture." 

Weston :—'* The Old Testament doth forbid the tasting of blood, but the new 
deth command it.” 

Latimer :— It is true, not as touching the thing, but as touching the manner 
thereof." 

Weston : —'* Hear ye people, this is the argument :— 

* That which was forbidden in the Old Testament, is commanded in the New. 

* To drink blood was forbiddenin the Old Testament, and commanded in the 
New: 

** Ergo, it is very blood that we drink in the New."! 

Latimer :—'* It is commanded spiritually to be drunk. I grant it is blood 
drunk in the New Testament, but we receive it spiritually.” 

Pie :—“ It was not forbidden spiritually in the old law.” 

Latimer :—“ The substance of blood is drunk; but not in one manner." 

Pie :— It doth not require the same manner of drinking." 

Latimer :—“ It is the same thing, not the same manner. I have no more 
to say.” 

(Here Weston cited the place of Chrysostome, of Judas’s treason :2 “ O the 
madness of Judas! He made bargain with the Jews for thirty pence to sell 
Christ, and Christ offered him his blood, which he sold."] 

Latimer :—“ I grant he offered to Judas his blood, which he sold, but in a 
sacrament.” 

Weston :—“ Because ye can defend your doctors no better, ye shall see what 
worshipful men ye hang upon, and one that hath been of your mind, shall 
dispute with you.—Master Cartwright, I pray you dispute.” 

Cartwright :—“ Reverend father, because it is given me in commandment 
to dispute with you, I will do it gladly. But first understand, ere we go any 
further, that I was in the same error that you are in: but I am sorry for it, and 
do confess myself to have erred. I acknowledge mine offence, and I wish and 
desire God, that you may also repent with me.” 

Latimer :—‘ Will you give me leave to tell what hath caused master doctor 
here to recant? It is ‘ poena legis,’ ‘ the pain of the law,’ which hath brought 
you back, and converted you, and many more ; the which letteth many to con- 
fess God. And this is a great argument, there are few here can dissolve it.”? 

Cartwright :—“ That is not my cause; but I will make you this short argu- 
ment, by which I was converted from mine errors. 

* If the true body of Christ be not really in the sacrament, all the whole 
church hath erred from the apostles’ time. 

** But Christ would not suffer his church to err: 

“ Ergo, It is the true body of Christ.’ 

Latimer :—“ The popish church hath erred, and doth err. I think for the 
space of six or seven hundred years, there was no mention made of any eating 
but spiritually : for, before these five hundred years, the church did ever confess 
a spiritual manducation But the Romish church begat the error of transub- 
stantiation. My lord of Canterbury's book handleth that very well, and by him 
I couid answer you, if I had him." 

Cartwright :—“ Linus and all the rest do confess the body of Christ to be in 
the sacrament: and St. Augustine also, upon Psalm xeviii, upon this place, 
* Adorate scabellum pedum, etc. granteth that it is to be worshipped.” 

Latimer :—‘ We do worship Christ in the heavens, and we do worship him 
in the sacrament: but the massing worship is not to be used." 

Smith :—“ Do you think that Cyril was of the ancient church?” 

Latimer :—“ I do think so.” 


(1) This argument, because the major thereof is not universal, is not formal, and may well be 
retorted against Weston thus :— 
Ce- Nonaturalor moral thing, forbidden materially in the Old Testament, is commanded in the New. 
la- To drink man's natural blood is forbidden materially in the Old Testament : 
rent, Ergo, To drink man’s natural blood materially is not commanded in the New. 

(2) “ O Jude dementia! Ille cum Judzis triginta denariis paciscebatur, ut Christum venderet, 
et Christus ei sanguinem, quem vendidit, offerebat." 

(3) Argumentum à poena legis durum et difficile. 
© (4) Argumentum à destructione consequentis, ad destructionem antecedentis. 
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Smith:—“ He saith,! ‘That Christ dwelleth in us corporally.' These be 
Cyril’s words of the mystical benediction.” 

Latimer :—'* That * corporally’ hath another understanding than you do 
grossly take it.” 3 

{Here Smith repeateth these words of Cyril? ** By the communicating of the 
body of Christ, Christ dwelleth in us corporally.” 

atimer :—“ The solution of this, is in my lord of Canterbury’s book.” 

Smith :—'* Cyril was no papist; and yet these be his words, ‘ Christ dwelleth 
in us corporally : but you say, he dwelleth in us spiritually.” 

Latimer :—'* Y say, both; that he dwelleth in us both corporally and spiri- 
tually, according to his meaning: spiritually by faith, and corporally by taking 
our flesh upon him. For I remember I have read this in my lord of Canter- 
bury’s book.” 

Weston:—“ Because your learning is let out to farm, and shut up in my lord 
of Canterbury’s book,‘ I will recite unto you a place of St. Ambrose,’ where he 
saith,® * We see the chief priest coming unto us, and offering blood,’ etc. 
Likewise both Augustine on Psalm xxxviii, and Chrysostome, concerning the 
incomprehensible nature of God, say, * Non solum homines,” etc." 

Latimer :—'* Í am not ashamed to acknowledge mine ignorance; and these 

estimonies are more than I can bear away." 

Weston ;—'* Then you must leave some behind you, for lack of carriage.” 

Latimer ;—' But for Chrysostome he hath many figurative speeches, and 
emphatical locutions in many places; as in that which you have now recited : 
but he saith not, * For the quick and the dead:’ He taketh the celebration for 
the sacrifice.” 

Weston :—“ You shall hear Chrysostome again, upon Acts ix., ‘ Quid dicis? 
Hostia in manibus sacerdotis, &c.:—He doth not call it a cup of wine.” 

Latimer :—* Ye have mine answer there with you in a paper: and yet he 
calleth it not, * propitiatorium sacrificium,’ that is, a propitiatory sacrifice.” 

Weston :—'* Youshall hear it to be so: and I bring another place of Chrysos- 
tome out of the same treatise, ‘Non temerè ab apostolis est institutum,’ ete.” 

Latimer :—“ He is too precious a thing for us to offer; he offereth himself.” 

Weston :—"* Here, in another place of Chrysostome to the people of Antioch,® 
and also to the Philippians he saith, ‘There should be a memory and sacrifice 
for the dead.’ " 

Latimer :—“ Y do say, that the holy communion beareth the name ofa sacri- 
fice, because it is a sacrifice memorative."' 

Weston : —“ How say you to the sacrifice of the dead?” 

Latimer :—“ I say, that it needeth not, and it booteth not.” 

Weston :—“ Augustine, in his Enchiridion saith,? ‘We must not deny that 
the souls of the dead are relieved by the devotion of their friends which are 
living, when the sacrifice of the Mediator is offered for them :’—where he proveth 
the verity of Christ's body, and praying for the dead. And it is said, that the 
same Augustine said mass for his mother." 

Latimer :—“ But that mass was not like yours, which thing doth manifestly 
appear in his writings, which are against it in every place. And Augustine is 
a reasonable man, he requireth to be believed no further than he bringeth 
Scripture for his proof, and agreeth with God's word." 

Weston :—“ In the same place he proveth a propitiatory sacrifice, and that 
upon an altar; and no oyster-board.” 

Latimer :—" It is the Lord's table, and no oyster-board. It may be called 
an altar, and so the doctors call it in many places: but there is no propitiatory 
sacrifice, but only Christ. The doctors might be deceived in some points, 
though not in all things. I believe them when they say well."! 

(1) Cyril iu Johan. 1. 10. c. 13. 

(2) Cyril saith, that Christ dwelleth corporally in us, but he saith not, that Christ dwelleth cor- 
porally in the bread. Which dwelling of Christin us, is as our dwelling is also in Christ--not local 
or corporal, but spiritual and heavenly. ''Corporally," therefore, is to be taken here in the same 
sense as St. Paul saith the fulness of divinity to dwell in Christ corporally ; that is, not lightly or 
accidentally, but perfectly and substantially, with all his virtue and power, etc. And so dwelleth 
Christ corporally in us also. 

(3) “ Per communionem corporis Christi, habitat in nobis Christus corporaliter." 

(4) Note the immodest behaviour of this Jack Scorner. (5) De Apparatione ad Missam. 

(6) “ Videmus principem sacerdotem ad nós venientem, et offerentem sanguinem," etc. 

(7) Aug. in Psal. xxxviii.: Chrysost. de incomprehensibili Dei natura. Tom. iii. [hom. 3. $7. 
tom. i. p. 470. Montfaucon.] / (8) Hom. 69. 


(9) “ Non est negandum defunctorum animas pietate suorum viventium relevari, quum pro iis 
sacrificium Mediatoris offertur." Cap. 110. (10) Doctores legendi sunt cum venia. 
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510 A DISPUTATION OF LATIMER AT OXFORD. 


Mary. Cole :-— Is it not a shame for an old man to lie? You say, you are of the 
— — — old fathers' faith where they say well; and yet ye are not." 

A.D. . Latimer :—“ lam of their faith when they say well. I refer myself to my 

1554. lord of Canterbury's book wholly herein." 

Smith :—“ Then are not you of Chrysostome's faith, nor of St. Augustine's 
faith." 

Latimer :—“ I have said, when they say well, and bring Scripture for them. 
I am of their faith. And further, Augustine requireth not to be believed.” 

Weston :—“ Origen, homily thirteen upon Leviticus—” 

Latimer :—'* I have but one word to say: * panis sacramentalis,” ‘ the sacra- 
mental bread’ is called a propitiation, because it is a sacrament of the propitia- 
tion. What is your vocation?” 

Weston :—“ My vocation is at this time to dispute; otherwise I am a priest 
and my vocation is to offer.” 

Latimer :—'* Where have you that authority given you to offer?” 

Weston :—“ * Hoc facite,’! ‘Do this :’ for ‘facite, in that place, is taken for 
* offerte,’ that is, ‘ offer you.’ " 

Latimer :—“ Is * facere ' nothing but ‘sacrificare’ ‘ to sacrifice? Why, then, 
no man must receive the sacrament but priests only : for there may none other 
offer but priests. —Ergo, there may none receive but priests.” 

Weston :—** Your argument is to be denied.” 

Latimer :— Did Christ then offer himself at his supper?” ? 

Pie :—“ Yea, he offered himself for the whole world." 

Latimer :—“ Then if this word ‘facite,’ ‘do ye,’ signify ‘sacrificate,’ * sacri- 
fice ye,’ it followeth, as I said, that none but priests only ought to receive the 
sacrament, to whom it is only lawful to sacrifice: and where find you that, I 
pray you?” 

Weston :—“ Forty year agone, whither could you have gone to have found 
your doctrine ? ” 

Latimer :—“ The more cause we have to thank God, that hath now sent the 
light into the world.” 

Weston’s Weston :—“ The light? nay light and lewd preachers; for you could not tell 
railing. — what you might have. Ye altered and changed so often your communions and 
altars; and all for this one end, to spoil and rob the church." 

Latimer :—“ These things pertain nothing to me; I must not answer other 
men's deeds, but only for mine own.” 

Weston :—'* Well, master Latimer, this is our intent, to will you well, and to 
exhort you to come to yourself, and remember, that without Noah’s ark there is 
no health. Remember what they have been, that were the beginners of your 
doctrine: none but a few flying apostates, running out of Germany for fear of 
the faggot. Remember what they have been which have set forth the same in 
this realm: a sort of fling-brains and light heads, which were never constant in 
any one thing; as it was to be seen in the turning of the table, where, like a 

Weston's Sort of apes, they could not tell which way to turn their tails, looking one day 
apes have west, and another day east; one that way, and another this way. They will be 
AS like (they say) to the apostles, they will have no churches. A hovel is good 
Blasphe- enough for them. They come to the communion with no reverence. They 
mous lies get them a tankard, and one saith, I drink, and I am thankful: the more joy 
sitting in Of thee, saith another. And in them was it true that Hilary saith, * Annuas et 
cathedra menstruas de Deo fides facimus;’ that is, ‘We make every year and every 
pestilen- month a faith.’ A runagate Scot‘ did take away the adoration or worshipping 
of Christ in the sacrament, by whose procurement that heresy was put into the 
last Communion-book : so much prevailed that one man’s authority at that 
time. You never agreed with the Zurichers, or the Germans, or with the church, 
or with yourself. Your stubbornness cometh of a vain glory, which is to no 
purpose: for it will do you no good when a faggot is in your beard. And we 


(1) “ Facere " for “ sacrificare," with Dr. Weston. 

(2) If Christ offered himself at the supper, and the next day upon the cross, then was Christ 
twice offered. j 

(3) Who be these, or where be they, master oblocutor, that will be like the apostles, that will 
have no churches?—that be runagates out of Germany?—that get them tankards?—that make 
monthly faiths t—that worship not Christ in all his sacraments ?—-Speak truth man and shame the 
devil! 

(4) Alexander Ales, or Alesius, who translated the first Liturgy of Edward VI. into Latin. See 
Dr. Watkins’ note in his Life of Latimer, prefixed to his Sermons (London, 1824), p. ciii.—Ep. 
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see all, by your own confession, how little cause you have to be stubborn, for Afary. 

your learning is in feoffer's hold. The queen's grace is merciful, if ye will AD 

turn." P 
Latimer :— You shall have no hope in me to turn. I pray for the queen 1554. 

daily, even from the bottom of my heart, that she may turn from this religion.” 

. Weston:—“ Here you all see the weakness of heresy against the truth: he 

denieth all truth, and all the old fathers.” 


Here all good readers may see, how this glorious prolocutor 
triumpheth : but whether he hath the victory or no, that I suppose 
they have yet neither heard nor seen.—And give, that he had the 
victory, yet what great marvel was it, disputing as he did, “non sine 
suo Theseo,”! that is, not without his tippling cup standing at his 
elbow all the time of his disputation ; not without a privy noting and 
smiling of them that beheld the matter, but especially at that time, 
when Dr. Ridley, disputing with one of the opponents, the said pro- 
locutor took the cup, and holding it in his hand, said to the oppo- 
nent, * Urge hoc, urge hoc ; nam hoc facit pro nobis." In which ‘Urge 
words, as he moved no little matter of laughter to the beholders quoih 
thereof, so I thought here also not to leave the same unmentioned, Weston. 
somewhat also to delight the reader withal, after his tedious weari- beer-pot 
ness in reading the story thereof. 


TO THE READER. 


And thus hast thou, loving reader, the whole action and stage 
of this doctorly dispuiation showed forth unto thee, against these 
three worthy confessors and martyrs of the Lord, wherein thou mayest 
behold the disordered usage of the university-men, the unmannerly 
manner of the school, the rude tumult of the multitude, the fierce- 
ness and interruption of the doctors, the full pith and ground of all 
their arguments, the censure of the judges, the railing language of 
the oblocutor, with his blast of triumph 1n the latter end, being both 
the actor, the moderator, and also judge himself. And what marvel 
then, if the courage of this victorious conqueror, having the law in his 
own hands, to do and say what him listed, would say for himself, 
“ vicit veritas,” although he said never a true word, nor made ever a 
true conclusion almost, in all that disputation. 

It followed furthermore, after disputation of these three days 
being ended, that master Harpsfield, the next day after, which was 
the 19th of April, should dispute for his form, to be made doctor : 
to the which disputation the archbishop of Canterbury was brought 
forth, and permitted, among the rest, to utter an argument or two in 
defence of his cause; as in sequel hereof may appear. 


Disputation of Master Harpsfield, Bachelor of Divinity, answering 
for his Form, to be made Doctor. 


Harpsfield :—“ Y am not ignorant what a weighty matter it is to entreat of The judg? 
the whole order and trade of the Scriptures; and most hard it is too, in the Terps 
great contention of religion, to show the/ready way whereby the Scriptures field. 
may be best understood: for the often reading of them doth not bring the true 
understanding of them. What other thing is there then? Verily this is the 

(1) “ Oùk d'vev Oncéos, i. e. “Haud absque Theseo;" cum significamus rem alieno auxilio con- 
fici :—refertur hoc adagium a Plutarcho in ejus vita, f. 28." Erasmi adagiorum. Chil. i cent. 5, 

p. 167. Basil, 1540.—Ep. 
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ready way, not to follow our own heads and senses,! but to give over our judg- 
ment unto the holy catholic church, which hath had of old years the truth, and 
always delivered the same to their posterity. But if the often reading of Scrip- 
tures, and never so painful comparing of places, should bring the true under- 
standing, then divers hereties might prevail even against whole general 
councils. The Jews did greatly brag of the knowledge of the law; and of the 
Saviour that they waited for. But what availed it them? Notwithstanding, I 
know right well that divers places of the Scripture do much warn us of the 
often reading of the same, and what fruit doth thereby follow; as * Scrutamini,’ 
etc. ‘Search the Scriptures; for they do bear witness of me,’ etc. ‘ Lex 
Domini,’ etc. * The law of the Lord is pure, able to turn souls;' and that saying 
of St. Paul, ‘Omnis Scriptura,’ etc. ‘All Scripture inspired from above, doth 
make that a man may be instructed to all good works.’ Howbeit doth the law 
of the Jews convert their souls? dre they by reading instructed to every good 
work? The letter of the Old Testament is the same that we have. 

* The heretics, also, have ever had the same Scriptures which we have that 
be catholics. But they are served as Tantalus, that the poets speak of; who, 
in the plenty of things to eat and drink, is said to be oppressed with hunger 
and thirst. The swifter that men do seek the Scriptures without the catholic 
church, the deeper they fall, and find hell for their labour. St. Cyprian, never 
swerving from the catholic church, saith, ‘He that doth not acknowledge the 
church to be his mother, shall not have God to his Father.’ Therefore it is true 
divinity, to be wise with the church, where Christ saith, ‘ Nist manducaveritis,’ 
etc. ‘ Unless ye eat my flesh, and drink my blood, ye have no life in you.’ 

* If he had meant of only eating bread and drinking wine, nothing had been 
more pleasant to the Capernaites, neither would they have forsaken him. The 
flesh profiteth nothing to them that do so take it. For the Capernaites did 
imagine Christ to be given in such sort as he lived. But Christ spake high 
things; not that they should have him as flesh in the market, but to consider 
his presence with the Spirit under the forms? whereby it is given. As there is 
an alteration of bodies by courses and times of ages, so there is no less variety 
in eating of bodies.* 


These things which I have recited briefly, master Harpsfield did, 
with many more words, set out: and hereupon Dr. Weston dis- 
puted against him. 


Weston :—'* Christ's real body is not in the sacrament: ergo, you are de- 
ceived,” 

Harpsfield :—“ I deny the antecedent.” 

Weston :—-“ John xvi. * Dico veritatem vobis, etc. ‘I speak the truth unto 
you: it behoveth me that I go away from you. For unless I do depart, that 
Comforter cannot come,’ etc. Upon this I will make this argument. 

“ Christ is so gone away, as he did send the Holy Ghost. 

“ But the Holy Ghost did verily come into the world: 

* Ergo, Christ is verily gone.” 

Harpsfield :—* He is verily gone, and yet remaineth here." 5 

Weston :— St. Augustine saith, that these words, * Ergo ero,’ etc. ‘I will 
be with you even to the end of the world,’ are accomplished, * secundum majes- 
tatem,’ ‘according to his majesty :' but ‘secundum praesentiam carnis non est 
hic ;’ i.e. ‘by the presence of his flesh he is not here. The church hath him 
not in flesh, but by belief.” 

Harpsfield :—‘‘ We must diligently weigh, that there are two natures in 
Christ: the divine nature, and human nature. The divine nature is of such 
sort, that it cannot choose but be in all places. The human nature is not such, 
that of force it must be in all places, although it be in divers after a divers 


(1) If Mr. Harpsfield had willed us to submit our senses to the Holy Ghost, he had said much 
better. ~ 

(2) No, but those Jews sticking so much to the old custom and face of their church, and not 
seeking for knowledge, by ignorance of the Scriptures were deceived, and so be you. 

(3) ** Under the forms," that is, under the properties of bread and wine' and so all this is true. 

(4) In the material eating of man's body, there is no variety : for to eat man's flesh either under 
accidents, or not accidents, both is against the Scripture, and against nature. 

(5) This answer doth not satisfy the argument: for the conclusion speaketh of a bodily absence, 
the answer speaking of a spiritual remaining. 
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manner. So, where the doctors do entreat of his presence by majesty, they do 
commend the majesty of the divine nature, not to hinder us of the natural 
presence here in the sacrament."! 

Weston :—" He saith further, * Me autem non semper habebitis; * Ye shall 
not have me always with you,' is to be understood in the flesh." 

Harpsfield :—** The presence of the flesh is to be considered, that he is not 
here as he was wont to live in conversation with them, to be seen, talked withal, 
or in such sort as a man may give him any thing: after that sort he is not 
present,” ? 

Weston :—“ But what say you to this of Augustine, * Non est hic,’ ‘ He 1s 
not here?' " 

Harpsfield :—* I do answer out of St. Augustine upon John, Tract. 25, upon 
these words, ‘Non videbitis me, vado ad Patrem,” etc. ‘I go to the Father, ye 
shall not see me;' that is, ‘such as I am now.’ Therefore I do deny the 
manner of his presence." 

Weston : —* I will overthrow St. Augustine with St. Augustine; who saith 
this also, * Quomodo quis possit tenere Christum ? fidem mitte, et tenuisti ;' i. e. 
* How may a man hold Christ? send thy faith, and thou holdest him.’—So he 
showeth, that by sending our faith, we do hold Christ." 

Harpsfield :—“ Indeed no man holdeth Christ, unless he believe in him; but 
it is another thing to have Christ merciful and favourable unto us, and to have 
him present in the sacrament. There, St. Augustine speaketh of holding him 
by faith, as he is favourable unto us." 

Weston : —'* Nay, he speaketh there, how the fathers had him in the flesh, 
and teacheth that we have him not so in the flesh, as they had him long time; 
saying, * Your fathers did hold Christ present in the flesh : do you hold him in 
your heart?’ What words can be more plain? Further he saith, * He is gone, 
and is not here: he hath left us, and yet hath not forsaken us.’ ‘Hic est 
majestate, abiit carne ;’ i, e. He is here in majesty, and gone touching the 

esh.' " 

Harpsfield :—'* Y do understand Augustine thus: that Christ is here in his 
flesh, to them that receive him worthily : to such as do not worthily receive him, 
to them he is not present in the flesh. I judge St. Augustine meaneth so. We 
have him, and have him not: we have him in receiving of him worthily, other- 
wise not," 3 

Weston : —** Nay, ‘ tenere carnem, est tenere corticem litere, I will prosgcute 
another argument. Cyril doth say, * By the majesty of his divinity he is ever 
here, but the presence of his flesh hath he taken away.’ " 

Harpsfield :—** The sense of Cyril is thus to be understood : the most true 
flesh of Christ is at the right hand of the Father.* Thus the fathers taught, 
and so they believed. Thus said Cyril; thus said Augustine : and because this 
is the foundation of our faith, they did oftentimes teach it. "Therefore when 
they prove this (the body to be in heaven), they do not make against the pre- 
sence in the sacrament. 

* So unless ye can plainly show that the fathers do directly say, he is not in 
the sacrament, you make nothing against me: for [ have showed why the 
fathers so spake. They did teach the great difference between the divine nature, 
and the human nature, as I have before said." 

Weston :—“ I will then prove, that he is not in the sacrament. Vigilius 
against the heretic Eutiches, upon these words, * Me autem non semper habe- 
bitis,'5 saith, * The Son of God, as touching his humanity, is gone from us, by 


(1) If the natural presence is here, then that is false which Augustine saith: “ Secundum præ- 
sentiam carnis non est hic!" 

(2) And how can we then give honour to him, to whom we can show no charity, nor give any 
thing else unto? What manner soever ye give to the body, if the substantial body be here indeed, 
it cannot be avoided, but either it must needs be false that St. Augustine saith, ** Non est hic:” or 
else, Christ must have two bodies in two-places together, present here after one manner, and in 
heaven after another manner. 

(3) Note what Harpsfield here holdeth : that the body of Christ is not present in the sacrament, 
but only to them that receive him worthily. 

(4) If the presence of his flesh be taken away, as Cyril saith, how then can the presence of his 
flesh be in the sacrament? Vigilius saith, his body is taken up. How then doth the same body 
remain still? unless either ye make him to have two bodies, or else make two contradictories true 
in one proposition. 

5 (5) Rather upon * Expedit vobis ut ego eam.” See Biblioth. Patrum. Paris, 1576, tom. v. coi. 
49.— Ep. 
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Mary. his divinity he remaineth with us.’ And the same Vigilius, in his fourth book 
saith, * He that is in the heaven, is not in the earth ;' speaking of Christ." 

A.D. Harpsfield :—“ I will show you the reason of these words. The heretic Eu- 

1554. tiches did believe, that the divine nature of Christ was fastened on the cross, and 
believed that Christ had no natural body. To this Vigilius said, that the human 
nature was taken up and ascended ; which could not so have done, unless he had 
a body. This he said not, to take away the presence in the sacrament: for what 
had he to refer this sentence to the sacrament? He never did so much as dream 
of the sacrament.” 

Weston :—“ Cyril saith, * Although he be absent from us in body, yet are we 
governed by his Spirit.’ " 

Harpsfield :—'* By these words he gave us a cheerfulness to aspire upwards, 
seeking thence our help: for as touching his conversation, he is not so in the 
sacrament as one meet to be lived withal. But let him not teach us, that he is 
not there to feed us; for after that sort he is there"! 

Weston :— You have satisfied me with your answers, in doing the same 
learnedly, and catholicly. But now to another argument. 

“ Christ is now so absent from the earth by his body, as he was absent from 
heaven when he lived here.? 

* But when he did live bodily on earth; the same natural body was out of 
heaven: 

* Ergo, Now whilst this natural body is in heaven, it is not in the earth." 

Harpsfield .—'* I deny the major.” 

Weston:—“ Fulgentius? saith, * Secundum humanam substantiam absens erat 
coelo, cum descendit de coelo.’ These are Fulgentius's words touching his human 
substance: * He was absent from heaven, when he descended from heaven; 
and touching the same substance, now he is in heaven he is not on the earth: 
but concerning the divine nature, he never forsook, either heaven or earth.’ ” 


After these words, not waiting Harpsfield's answer, he offered 
master Cranmer to dispute; who began in this wise: 


The opi- Cranmer :—“ I have heard you right learnedly and eloquently entreat of 
Homer the dignity of the Scriptures, which I do both commend, and have marvelled 
fielare- thereat within myself. But whereas you refer the true sense and judgment of 
proved, the Scriptures to the catholic church as judge thereof, you are much deceived; 
ering specially for that under the name of the church, you appoint such judges as 
ofthe have corruptly judged, and contrary to the sense of the Scriptures. I wonder 
Scripture likewise, why you attribute so little to the diligent reading of the Scriptures, 
the judg- and conferring of places; seeing the Scriptures do so much commend the same, 
ment — as wellin divers other places, as also in those which you yourself have already 
of the alleged. And as touching your opinion of these questions, it seemeth to me 
thanto neither to have any ground of the word of God, nor of the primitive church. 
the dili- And, to say the truth, the schoolmen have spoken diversely of them, and do not 
ond agree therein among themselves. Wherefore, minding here briefly to show my 
confer- judgment also, I must desire you first to answer me to a few questions which 1 
nee shall demand of you; which being done, we shall the better proceed in our 
How disputation. Moreover, I must desire you to bear also with my rudeness in the 
Christ is Latin tongue, which, through long disuse, is not now so prompt and ready with 
The taora. me as it hath been: and now, all other things set apart, I mind chiefly to have 
ment regard to the truth. My first question is this: How Christ's body is in the 
sacrament, according to your mind or determination ?" 
Then answered a doctor, “He is there as touching his substance, but not 
after the manner of his substance." 
Harpsfield :—'* He is there in such sort and manner, as he may be eaten.” 
Cranmer :—“ My next question is, ‘Whether he hath his quantity and qua- 
lities, form, figure, and such like properties?’ ” 
Harpsfield :—'* Are these your questions?" said master Harpsfield. “I 
may likewise ask you. ‘When Christ passed through the Virgin's womb, ap 
ruperit necne ?' " 


(1) The body of Christ is here to feed our bellies, but not to be lived withal. 
(2) The argument holdeth ** è proportione,” (3) Ad Thrasimundum Regem, lib. ii. 
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When they had thus awhile contended, there were divers opinions Mary. 
in this matter. All the doctors fell in a buzzing, uncertain what to 4 D. 
answer: some thought one way, some another; and thus master 1554. 
doctors could not agree. Then master Cranmer said thus: 


Cranmer :—“ You put off questions with questions, and not with answers, I Christ's 
ask one thing of you, and you answer another. Once again I ask, ‘ Whether body 


he have those properties which he had on the earth?’ ” heat 
Tresham :—'* No, he hath not all the quantities and qualities belonging to a perties, in 
body.” the sacra- 
3 ment. 


Smith ;— Stay you master Tresham : I will answer you mater doctor, with 
the words of Damascene, ‘Transformatur panis, etc. : ‘The bread is trans- 
formed,’ etc. :—but if thou wilt inquire how, ‘ Modus impossibilis, ‘The man- 
ner is impossible.’ ” 


Then two or three others added their answers to this question, 
somewhat doubtfully. A great hurly-burly was among them, some 
affirming one thing, and some another. 


Cranmer :—“ Do you appoint me a body, and cannot tell what manner of 
body? Either he hath not his quantity, or else you are ignorant how to 
answer it.” 

Harpsfield :—“ These are vain questions, and it is not meet to spend the 
time on them.” 

Weston :—“ Hear me a while: Lanfranc, some time bishop of Canterbury, 
doth answer in this wise unto Berengarius upon such like questions,’ ‘They may 
be well believed, but never faithfully asked.’ ” 


Cranmer :— If you think ‘good to answer it, some of you declare it.” 
Harpsfield : —'* He is there as pleaseth him to be there.” 
Cranmer :—“ I would be best contented with that answer, if that your 


appointing of a carnal presence had not driven me of necessity to have inquired, 
for disputation's sake, how you place him there, since you will have a natural 
body." i 


When again he was answered of divers at one time, some denying The pa- 


it to be a * quantum," some saying it to be “ quantitativum,” some 24, 


affirming it to have “ modum quanti;” some denying it; some one have 
thing, some another ;—up starts Dr. Weston, and doughtily decided, body in 


as he thought, all the matter, saying, “It is ‘ corpus quantum; sed os wor 


non per modum quanti; ” i.e. “It is a body, having quantity ; they cen 


. : tell 
but not according to the manner of quantity." how. 
Whereunto master Ward, a great sophister, thinking the matter warda in 


not fully answered, did largely declare and discourse his sentence.— the misty 


How learnedly and truly I cannot tell, nor I think he himself either, Dunes 
nor yet the best learned there. For it was said since, that far better ties. 
learned than he, laid as good ear to him as they could, and yet could 
by no means perceive to what end all his talk tended : indeed he 
told a formal tale to clout up the matter. He was full of “ quan- 
tum,” and “ quantitativum."* This that follows was, as it is thought, 
the effect ; yet others think not. — Howbeit we will rehearse the sum 


of his words, as it is thought-he spake then. 


Ward :—* We must consider," sith he, “that there are ‘duz positiones,’ 
two positions. The one standeth by the order of parts, with respect of the whole. 


(1) “ Salubriter credi possunt, fideliter queri non possunt." [Weston does not give the quotation 
quite accurately; it is,  Credi salubriter potest (mysterium), vestigari utiliter non potest." , Bib- 
Hoth. Patrum, tom. iv. col. 225. Edit. Paris, 1576.—Ep.] 

12) An instance of a somewhat similar style of arguing is cited from Joseph Angles, a Spanish 
author, in Rivet's '' Catholicus Orthodoxus," tract iii. quaest. 18, $ 19.— Ep. 
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Mary. The other in respect of that which containeth. Christ is in the sacrament in 

respect of the whole. This proposition is in one of Aristotle’s Predicaments,' 
A. D. called ‘Situs.’ I remember I did entreat these matters very largely, when I 
1554. did rule and moderate the philosophical disputations in the public schools. 

Chris, This position is ‘sine modo quantitativo,’ as by an ensample: you can never 

“sine — bring heaven to a quantity. So I conclude that he is in the sacrament ‘ quan- 

aata- tum, sine modo quantitativo,” ” 

tivo” in . : . . 

the sacra- These words he amplified very largely, and so high he climbed into 


ment. — the heavens with Duns's ladder, and not with the Scriptures, that it is 
to be marvelled how he could come down again without falling. To 
whom master Cranmer said :— 


Cran- Cranmer :—“ Then thus do I make my argument. 
aeui * In heaven his body hath quantity, in earth it hath none by your saying: 
ment, * Ergo, He hath two bodies, the one in heaven, the other in earth." 


Here some would have answered him, that he had quantity in 
both, and so put off the antecedent: but thus said master Harpsfield: 


Harpsfield :—“ Y deny your argument;” [though some would not have had 
him say so.] 

Cranmer :—“ The argument is good. It standeth upon contradictories, 
which is the most sure hold." 

Harpsfield :—“ I deny that there are contradictions.” 

Cranmer :—*'* I thus prove it. 

* Habere modum quantitativum et non habere, sunt contradictoria? 

** Sed Christus in coelis, ut dicitis, habet modum quantitativum; in terra non 
habet: 

* Ergo, Duo sunt corpora ejus in que cadunt hec contradictoria; nam in 
idem cadere non possunt." 

Weston :—" I deny the minor.” 

Harpsfield :— I answer that the major is not true. For * habere quantum, 
et non habere, non sunt contradictoria, nisi sic considerentur, ejusdem ad idem, 
eodem modo et simpliciter.' " 

Weston :—“ I confirm the same: for one body may have * modum quantita- 
tivum, and not have; and ‘idem corpus’ was passible and impassible; one 
body may have wounds and not wounds." 

Cranmer :—“ This cannot be at one time." 

Weston :—“ The ensample of the potter doth prove that which I say; who 
of that which is clay now, maketh a pot or cup forthwith.” 

Cranmer :—“ But I say again, that it is so; but at divers times: as one piece 
of meat to be raw and sedden, cannot be at one time together. But you would 
have it otherwise, that Christ should be here and in heaven at one time, and 
should have *modum quantitativum,’ and not have; which cannot be but by 
such argument as I have showed you." 

Weston :—'* But I say, Christ's body was passible and not passible at one 
instant." ? 

Seton :—'* You may ask as well other questions—how he is in heaven? whe- 
ther he sit or stand? and whether he be there as he lived here?" 

Cranmer :—'* You yourself, by putting a natural presence, do force me to 
question, how he is here. Therefore, next, I do ask this question: Whether 
good and evil men do eat the body in the sacrament?” 

Harpsfield :—‘ Yea, they do so, even as the sun doth shine upon king's 
palaces, and on dung-heaps."* 

© Cranmer :—~“ Then do I inquire, how long Christ tarrieth in the eater?” 
Harpsfield :— These are curious questions, unmeet to be asked.” 
Cranmer :<=“ I have taken them out of your schools and schoolmen, which 


(1) Aristotle must help to tell us how Christ is in the sacrament. 

(2) “ Impossibile est, idem simul esse et non esse." Aristotle 4. Metaph. 

(3) Passible and impassible cannot stand together in one subject. **Simul et ejusdem respectu 
et eodem tempore, propter rerum pugnantiam." Christ's body to be passible and not passible at 
the supper. it appeareth by these words: ‘that shall be given for you.” 

d (4) That remaineth yet unproved. Harpsfield seemed, a little before, to note the contrary, where 
he said, That the flesh of Christ, tothem that receive him not worthily, is not present. 
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you yourselves do most use: and there, also, do I learn to ask, how far he Marv. 
goeth into the body." 
Harpsfield: —* We know that the body of Christ is received to nourish the A D- 
whole man, both body and soul: ‘eousque progreditur corpus quousque 1534. 
species.’ "! uum 
P Cranmer :—“ How long doth he abide in the body?” 
Seton :—* St. Augustine saith, * Our flesh goeth into his flesh.’ But after he 
is once received into the stomach, it maketh no matter for us, to know how 
far he doth pierce, or whither he is conveyed.” 


Here master Tresham and one master London answered, that 
Christ being given there under such form and quantity as pleased 
him, it was not to be inquired of his tarrying, or of his descending 
into the body. 


Harpsfield :—* You were wont to lay to our charge, that we added to the 
Scripture; saying always that we should fetch the truth out of the Scripture : 
and now you yourself bring questions out of the schoolmen, which you have 
disallowed in us.” 

Cranmer :—* I say as I have said alway, that I am constrained to ask these cran- 
questions, because of this carnal presence which you imagine; and yet I know mer'sar- 
right well, that these questions be answered out of the Scriptures. As to my pent 
last question, How long he abideth in the body? etc.: the Scripture answereth cond f- 
plainly, that Christ doth so long dwell in his people, as they are his members, gure and 
Whereupon Í make this argument. second 
Ba- “They which eat the flesh of Christ, do dwell in him, and he in them. 
ro- “ But the wicked do not remain in him, nor he in them: 
co. ‘Ergo, The wicked do not eat his flesh, nor drink his blood.” 

Harpsfield :—'* I will answer unto you as St. Augustine saith, not that how- Answer 
soever a man doth eat, he eateth the body, but he that eateth after a certain insufü- 
manner." cient. 

Cranmer :—“ I cannot tell what manner ye appoint; but I am sure that evil 
men do not eat the flesh, and drink the blood of Christ, as Christ speaketh in 

ohn vi." 

Harpsfield :—“ In John vi. some things are to be referred to the godly, and 
some to the ungodly." 

Cranmer :—** Whatsoever he doth entreat there of eating, doth pertain unto 
good men.” : 

Harpsfield :—** If you do mean only of the word of eating, it is true; if con- 
cerning the thing, it is not so: and if your meaning be of that which is con- 
tained under the word of eating, it may be so taken, I grant.” 

Cranmer :—‘ Now to the argument: ‘He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh gyi] men 
my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.’ Doth not this prove sufficiently, that do not eat 
evil men do not eat that the good do?” the body 

a dresham :— You must add, ‘Qui manducat digné,’ ‘ He that eateth wor- ` 
t 1 y? » 

Cranmer :—-“ I speak of the same manner of eating that Christ speaketh of.” 

Weston :—'* Augustine ‘ad Fratres in Eremo,"? sermon 28, * Est quidam 
manducandi modus ;’ that is, * There is a certain manner of eating :’ Augustine 
speaketh of two manners of eating; the one of them that eat worthily, the 
other that eat unworthily.” 

Harpsfield :— All things in John vi. are not to be referred to the sacra- How st. 
ment, but to the receiving of Christ by faith. The fathers do agree, that there John isto 


be re- 


is not entreaty made of the supper of the Lord, before they come unto ‘ Panis ferred 
quem dabo vobis, earo mea est,’”’ etc. after the 
Cranmer :—'* There is entreating of manna, both before and after.” papists. 


Harpsfield :— Y will apply another answer. This argument hath a kind of 
poison in it, which must be thus bitten away :—That manna and this sacrament 
be not both one. Manna hath not its efficacy of itself, but of God.” 

(1) Sed spectes non progreditur usque ad animam: ergo nec corpus Christi non pascit corpus 
et animam.—These men would needs have a bodily presence, yet would they not, or else could 


not, bring any reason how. . 
(2) This work is considered spurious. See Edit. Bened. tom. vi. Jenkyns, p. 73 —Ep. 


518 HARPSFIELD ANSWERETH FOR HIS FORM. 


Mary. Cranmer :—“ But they that did take manna worthily, had fruit thereby: and 

so, by your assertion, he that doth eat the flesh of Christ worthily, hath his fruit 
A. D. by that. "Therefore the like doth follow of them both ; and so there should be 
1554. no difference between manna and this sacrament, by your reason.” 

Com- Harpsfield :—‘ When it is said, that they which did eat manna are dead, it 


parison is to be understood, that they did want the virtue of manna.” 
etween 
eating of 


manna,  |If master Harpsfield do mean of bodily life, they which eat the 


ing de sacrament do die, as well as they which did eat the manna. If he 
Chis. mean of spiritual life, neither be they all damned that did eat manna, 
nor all saved that do eat the sacrament. Wherefore the truth is, 
that neither the eating of manna bringeth death, nor the eating of 
the sacrament bringeth salvation: but only the spiritual believing 
upon Christ’s bodily passion, which only justifieth both them and us. 
And therefore, as the effect is spiritual, which Christ speaketh of in 
this chapter; so is the cause of that effect spiritual whereof he 
meaneth, which is our spiritual believing in him, and not our bodily 


eating of him.] 


Cranmer :—“ They, then, which do eat either of them worthily, do live.” 

Harpsfield :—“ They do live which do eat manna worthily; not by manna, 
but by the power of God given by it. The others which do eat this sacrament, 
do live by the same." 

Cranmer :—“ Christ did not entreat of the cause, but the effect which fol- 
lowed: he doth not speak of the cause, whereof the effect proceedeth.” 

Harpsfield:—“1 do say, the effecta are diverse—life, and death, which do 
follow the worthy and unworthy eating thereof." 

Cranmer :—" Since you will needs have an addition to il, we must use both 
in manna and in the sacrament, indifferently, either worthily or unworthily. 
Christ spake absolutely of manna, and of the supper; so that, after that abso- 
lute speaking of the supper, wicked men can in no wise eat the flesh of Christ, 
and drink his blood. Further, Augustine, upon these words, ‘Qui manducat,’ 
etc., saith, *There are no such respects in common meats, as in the Lord's 
body. For who that eateth other meats hath still hunger, and needeth to be 
satisfied daily: but he that doth eat the flesh of Christ, and drinketh his blood, 
doth live for ever.”! But you know wicked men do not so.—Ergo, Wicked men 
do not receive." 

Harpsfield :—“ St. Augustine meaneth, that he who eateth Christ's flesh, etc., 
after a certain manner, should live for ever. Wicked men do eat, but not after 
that manner." 


Argu- Ca- Cranmer :—“ Only they which participate Christ, be of the mystical 
ment in bod y y P P y 

1 ody. . 

second me- “But the evil men are not of the mystical body. 


i a « on Jon 
fgureand tres. “ Ergo, They do not participate Christ. 


Weston :—-“ Your wonderful gentle behaviour and modesty, good master 
com- doctor Cranmer, is worthy much commendation: and that I may not deprive 
mended vou of your right and just deserving, I give you most hearty thanks in my own 
modesty. name, and in the name of all my brethren.” 


At this saying, all the doctors gently put off their caps. Then 
master Weston did oppose the respondent on this wise :— 


Weston :—“ Tertullian doth call the sacrament, ‘the sign and figure of the 
Lord? St. Augustine ad Dardanum saith,? ‘The Lord did né stick to say, 
This is my body, when he gave a sign of his body.’ 


(1) Aug. in Johan, Tract 26. (2) Tertul. cont. Marcion. 
(3) “Non dubitavit Dominus dicere, Hoc est corpus meum, cum daret signum corporis." 
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“ Besides this, he giveth rules how to understand the Scriptures, saying: ‘If Mary. 
the Scriptures seem to command some heinous thing, then it is figurative, as by 
example :! To eat the flesh, and drink the blood, is a tropical speech.’ " A.D. 

Harpsfield :—“ Tertullian did write in that place against Marcion, a heretic, 1554. 
who denied Christ to have a true body, and said, he had only a fantastical body. Answer 
He went about to show, that we had Christ both in heaven and in earth; and to Tertul- 
though we have the true body in the sacrament, yet he would not go about so “™™ 
to confound him, as to say that Christ was truly in the sacrament: for that 
heretic would have thereat rather marvelled, than believed it. Therefore he 
showed him, that it was the figure of Christ: and a figure cannot be but of a 
thing that is, or hath been extant. 

“To the text of Augustine, the church hath never taught the contrary. There Answer 
is an outward thing in the sacrament, which sometimes hath sundry names ; for to Augus- 


it may be called a figure in this declaration: That body which is in the sacra- Davies 
ment, is a figure of Christ dwelling in heaven. num. 


Christ in the sacrament.” 

Weston :—'* I understand your short and learned answer, which doth suffi- The 
ciently content me. But now to the second question, which is of transubstan- question 
tiation. ` 

“The Scripture calleth it bread : 

“ Ergo, It is bread.” 

Harpsfield :—“ In the name of bread all is signified which we do eat.” 

Weston :—“ Theodoret an ancient writer, in his first dialogue, saith, that 
Christ changed not the nature, but called it his body.” 

Harpsfield :—“ He doth there speak ‘de symbolo,’ which is ‘ Externa species A single- 
sacramenti,’ i.e. ‘The outward form of the sacrament.’ He meaneth, that that sole an- 
doth tarry in his own nature.” Tho” 

doret. 


[Moreover, as it was reported, he brought for his answer Augus- 
tine, “ In sententiis Prosperi.”] 


Weston :—“ Theodoret also, in his second dialogue of those kinds of bread 
and wine saith, ‘Nec naturam egrediuntur, manent etiam in sua substantia.’ 
‘They go not out of their own nature, but they tarry in their own substance.” 
Harpsfield :—‘‘ They are understood to be of the same substance wherein 
they are turned." ? 
Weston :—“ But what say you to this? * Manent in priori substantia,’ i. e. 
* They remain in their former substance.’ ” 
Harpsfield :—“ * Symbola manent,’ i.e. ‘The outward signs do tarry.’ " Sym- 
Weston :—“ But what is meant here by this word ‘symbolum ?' " bolum, 
Harpsfield :—“ The outward form or shape only of the nature." quies 
Weston :—“ Then you cannot call them a substance." 
Harpsfield :—“ Yes, sir, every thing hath a certain substance in his kind.” 
Weston :—* That is true; but accidents are not substances in their kind." 
Harpsfield :—'* Sunt quid in suo genere." 


[Of this they contended much.] 


Weston :—“ Chrysostome saith,’ * Like as before it is consecrated, it is bread . 
so after it is consecrated, it is delivered from the name of bread, and is endued 
with the name of the Lord's body ; whereas the nature doth remain.' " 


(1) * Manducare carnem, et bibere sanguinem est tropicus sermo." August. de Doctrina 
Christiana. 

(2) And how are they turned, ifthey remain “ in priori substantia.” 

(3) “ Sicut, antequam consecratur, panis est: sic, postquam consecratur, liberatus est ab appel- 
latione panis, donatusque est appellatione corporis Domini, cum natura remanet." Chrysost. ad 
Casarium Monachum. [See Appendix.] 
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OBSERVATIONS AND CENSURES 


Harpsfield :—'* Where read you this place, I pray you?" 

Weston :—'* Here, in Peter Martyr I find it; I have his book in my hand." 

Harpsfield :—“ The author shall be of more credit, before that I make so 
much of him, as to frame an answer unto it." 

Weston :— Indeed I know not well where he findeth it. But Gelasius 
saith, that the nature of bread and wine do tarry." 

Harpsfield :— What is that Gelasius ?" 

Weston :—“ A bishop of Rome." 

Harpsfield :—“ Then he allowed the mass?” 

Weston :—'* Yea, and oftentimes said it: and purgatory he also allowed, and 
so prayer for the dead, relics, and invocation to saints.” 

Harpsfield :—“ Belike then, he meant nothing against transubstantiation.” 

Weston :—“ It doth appear so indeed. But Origen! saith, that the material 
bread doth tarry, and is conveyed into the privy, and is eaten of worms.” 

Harpsfield :—“ Tush, tush ! this place appertaineth unto holy bread.” 

Weston :—“ What! doth it appertain to holy bread ?" 

Harpsfield :—** Yea, unto holy bread." 

Weston :—‘ By what means can you show how this miraculous work bringeth 
Christ into the sacrament?” 

Harpsfield :—'* By the Scripture I prove that, which saith, * Hoc est corpus 
meum,’ ‘ This is my body.’ ” 

Weston :—' It doth rejoice all us not a little, that you have so well main- 
tained the sound doctrine of the sacrament of the altar, wherein you have 
faithfully cleaved to the catholic church, as an only stay of our religion: by 
the which means you have proved yourself meet to be authorized further 
towards the practising of the Scripture. 

* And here, I do openly witness, that I do thoroughly consent with you; 
and have, for disputation’s sake only, brought these arguments against you, 
which you have right learnedly satisfied: and now all things being done, after 
our form and manner, we will end this disputation, saying, * In oppositum est 
sacra theologia; in oppositum est,’ " etc. 


Certain Observations or dLensures given to the Reader, upon the 
@Misputations of the Bishops and Boctors above mentioned.” 


DECLARING WHAT JUDGMENT IS TO BE GIVEN, AS WELL 
TOUCHING THE ARGUMENTS OF THE ADVERSARIES, AND 
ALSO TO THE ANSWERS OF THE MARTYRS. 


Thus ye have heard, in these aforesaid disputations about the holy 
supper of the Lord, the reasons and arguments of the doctors, the 
answers and resolutions of the bishops, and the triumph of the pro- 
locutor triumphing before the victory with “ vicit veritas ;” who 
rather in my mind should have exclaimed “ vicit potestas:” as it 
happeneth always “ubi pars major vincit meliorem." For else if 
“ potestas" had not helped the prolocutor more than “ veritas,” there 
had been a small * victoria." But so it is, where judgments be par- 
tial and parties be addicted, there all things turn to victory, though it 
be never so mean and simple: but, contrariwise, all partiality set 
apart, if censure should be given upon these disputations with upright 
and indifferent judgment, weighing with the arguments of the one 


(1) Origen in Matt. xv. 

(2) For these observations, etc. to the close of the Queen’s letter to the mayor and aldermen of 
Oxford, on page 532, see Edition 1563, pages 991 to 999 inclusive. In later Editions Foxe sums 
up the disputations in these words: “ First, of the opponents’ part, neither was there almost any 
argument in true mood and figure rightly framed: neither could the answerers be permitted to say 
for themselves; and if they answered any thing, it was condemned before they began to speak. 
Again, such disturbance and confusion, more like a conspiration than any disputation, without all 
form and order, was in the schools during the time of their answering, that neither could the 
answerers have place to utter their minds, neither would the opponents be satisfied with any 
Teasous. 


UPON THE DISPUTATION AFORESAID. 521 


side the answers of the other, we shall perceive victory there falsely _2rv- 
bragged, where no victory was. A.D. 

If in these disputations it had so been, that the distinction of the 1554. 

answerers had been wiped away or removed by the opposers; or if the 
arguments of the opponents’ side had been so strong that they could 
not be dissolved of the answerer, then would I confess victory gotten. 
But seeing now all the arguments, brought against the bishops, to be 
taken away by a plain distinction of Really, Spiritually, and Sacra- 
mentally : and, again, this distinction of theirs so to stand in force, 
that the contrary arguments of the other part were not able to infringe 
the same, therefore we must say, as is said, * vicit non veritas, sed 
potestas.” 

And, for the reader’s sake, to make the matter more largely and 
evidently to appear, concerning the distinction made of the bishops 
in this disputation (whereby they did both repeat the arguments 
objected, and manfully maintain the verity), here have we, as in a 
brief sum or table, expressed, as well their arguments, as the distinc- 
tions and answers of the other part to the same. 

In these disputations the controversy is of the body of Christ, The vody 
either to be present with us, or to be eaten of us, or to be united to esent 
us ; which presence, eating, and uniting of him to us, standeth three eaten, and 
manner of ways, Really, Spiritually, and Sacramentally. And these really,’ 
three things must be considered after three divers respects ; for the ally. and 
lack of the knowledge and consideration whereof, the papists, who mentally. 
take upon them most to maintain this matter, are much deceived and 
deceive many ; of whom I cannot marvel enough, that they, being 
so full of distinctions in all their other questions, in this one matter 
neither will make distinction themselves, nor abide it in others. For 
who seeth not that the presence of Christ’s body is one, to the faith 
and spirit of man—which is spiritual; and another to the body of 
man—which is bodily. 

Besides these two, there is also another presence differing from 
them both, which is “ sacramental.” Of things diverse and differing 
in themselves we must speak diversely, except we will confound 
things together which nature hath distincted asunder. Now they of 
the catholic part, as they call themselves (other men call them papists), 
whether for rudeness they cannot, or for wilfulness they will not see, 
speaking of the real presence of Christ, think there is no other presence 
of Christ real but in the sacrament; being deceived therein two manner 
of ways. First, that they consider not the nature of a sacrament $ A double 
which is, not to exhibit the thing in deed which it doth represent, but the pas 
to represent effectually one thing by another: for that is the pro- pists. 
perty of a sacrament to bear a similitude of one thing by another 
thing; of the which two things the one is represented, the other 
in deed exhibited. Secondly, that they consider not the operation of 
faith, which, penetrating up to heaven, there apprehendeth the real 
body of Christ, no less, yea and more effectually, than if he were here 
bodily present to the eye. 

T'o these two, the third error also of these men may be added : in 
that they seem either not to weigh the operation of Christ's passion 
enough, or else, not to feel the heavy torment of sin and miserable 
hunger of man's soul; which, if they did feel, they would easily 
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perceive what a necessary and opportune nourishment to man's con- 
science, were the body of Christ on the cross broken, and his blood 
shed. 

Wherefore these are to be distincted after their right terms. For 
that which is sacramental, by and by, is not real; and, like as the 
real presence of Christ’s body is to be distincted from the spiritual 
presence, so is it to be said of the eating, and also of the co-uniting 
or conjunction, betwixt his body and us: for as there is a real eating, 
so there is a spiritual eating, and also a sacramental eating. 

Now the papists, whensoever they speak or read of the eating of 
Christ’s body, conceive no other eating of him but only of that in 
the sacrament, and no otherwise ; which is false and the cause of great 
error, in that they see not, neither do consider, how Christ is eaten, 
not only with the symbols or sacrament, but also without the sacra- 
ment: which eating standeth inwardly by faith, and pertaineth to 
the spirit of man, in apprehending or digesting with the stomach of 
faith those things which by the outward saerament are represented. 
And of this spiritual eating of Christ speaketh the sixth chapter of 
St. John. 

Besides this spiritual eating there is also a sacramental manduca- 
tion of Christ his body, under, and with, the elements of bread and 
wine; that is, when both the mouth and spirit of man receiveth both 
the bread and the body together, in divers and sundry respects, bread 
substantially, the body sacramentally. The spirit receiveth the body 
only and not the bread. 

The like distinction also is to be made of the uniting or conjunc- 
tion betwixt Christ and us which is both real, spiritual, and sacra- 
mental. 

Further, here is to be noted, that to this sacramentally uniting, 
eating, and presence of Christ, in or under the sacrament, belong two 
things, Mutation and Operation, which the doctors much speak of. 
This * Mutation” is double, substantial and accidental. 

Mutation is called substantial, when one substance is changed into 
another, as water into wine, the rod of Aaron into a serpent, etc. ; 
and this mutation, which they call “ transubstantiation," belongeth 
nothing to the Lord's Supper. 

The other mutation, which is accidental (whereof the doctors 
entreat), standeth in three points: that is, when the use, the name, 
and the honour of the sacramental elements be changed. In use: 
as, when the use of common bread is changed to a mystical and hea- 
venly use, the name of bread and wine is changed to the name of 
the body and blood of Christ ; the honour, from a not reverent, to a 
reverent receiving of the same, etc. 

About “ Operation" the Romish clergy make much ado ; thinking 
there is no othér operation but only transubstantiation. And this 
operation they ascribe to the five words of the priest: saying, that 
Christ, in calling a thing, maketh the thing so to be. 

We affirm also that the words of Christ do work, but not as they 
do say ; to wit, they work effectually in the material bread and wine : 
not in altering or trans-elementing the substance there, as Harding 
saith, page 489, but in sanctifying the aforesaid creatures to be a sacra- 
ment, which cannot be but only by the virtue of the word and of the 


THE BODY OF CHRIST PRESENT, EATEN, AND UNITED TO Us. 


Holy Ghost, as St. Augustine saith ;! for else no priest or creature 
hath any such power to make a sacrament. 
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Of these aforesaid distinctions here followeth a brief Table to make 1554. 


the contents hereof more plain. 


A Table 


DECLARING DIVERS AND SUNDRY RESPECTS HOW THE HOLY REAL 
BODY OF CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR, BOTH IN THE SACRAMENT 
AND BESIDE THE SACRAMENT, IS PRESENT, 

EATEN, AND UNITED TO US. 


The body of Christ is, really, spiritually, and sacramentally, pre- 
sent, eaten, and united. 


FIRST. 


The Body of Christ is really present. 


So was the body of Christ once present here on earth with us, and shall be 
again at the day of his coming. Otherwise it is not here really present, but 
only to our faith, really, that is to say truly, apprehending his body in heaven, 
and here feeding upon the same in earth. And thus is he present only to good 
men, whether with the symbols or without the symbols. 


The Body of Christ is really eaten. 


Really, not with our bodily mouth, but with the mouth of faith; apprehend- 
ing the real body of Christ, who suffered for us, and worketh to us nourishment 
of life and grace, etc. 


The Body of Christ is really wnited. 


' Really and corporally the body of Christ is united to us, by his incarnation, 
and the partaking of our flesh. 


SECONDLY. 


The Body of Christ is spiritually present. 


Spiritually we say his body to be present, when either the body of Christ is 
present to our spirit and faith; or when the virtue of his body is present and 
redouhdeth to our bodies and spirits by grace. And this differeth from the other 
real presence above, in this: that the one hath respect to the body apprehended, 
the other to the thing that doth apprehend. 


The Body of Christ is spiritually eaten. 


Spiritually we eat the body and blood of Christ, not with mouth and teeth, 
but with faith only, whensoever we believe on the passion of Christ, being the 
true bread of life and the only food of man’s soul. And thus is he eaten, but 
only of good men, as well besides the sacrament as with the sacrament ; and of 
this eating speaketh the sixth chapter of John. And so was he eaten in the 
time also of the old Law. G 


. The Body of Christ is spiritually united. 


Spiritually he is united unto us, when the properties of his holy body, as his 
, innocence, power, glorification, eternity, beatitude, etc., are united to our bodies 
and spirits, which cometh by our faith in him, according to his words in John 
xvii.: “ Ego in eis, et tu in me," etc. And this uniting, standing by grace, 
cometh as well besides the sacrament, as with the sacrament; only to the godly. 


(1) August. de Trinitate, lib. iii. cap. 4. 


THE BODY OF CHRIST PRESENT, FATEN, AND UNITED TO US. 


THIRDLY. 


The Body of Christ is sacramentally present. 


Sacramentally his body is present, by representation of another thing which 
beareth a similitude or a memorial of his body ; and his sacramental presence, 
pertaining to the outward mouth of the receiver, is common as well to the good 
as to the evil. And this sacramental presence ought not to be alone, but to be 
joined with the spiritual presence, etc. 


The Body of Christ is saeramentally eaten. 
Sacramentally we eat with our bodily mouth, the mysteries of bread and 
wine, not being the real body indeed, but representing the real body indeed; 
id est, * Non panem Dominum sed panem Domini." And this eating, if it be 
joined with the other two above, profiteth nothing; and, so, is eaten only of the 
evil. If it be adjoined, then is it eaten of the good, and them it profiteth. 


The Body of Christ is sacramentally united. 


The sacrament, as it is not the real body itself of the Lord, so it causeth not 
itself any real conjunction betwixt Christ's real body and ours, but representeth 
the same; declaring that as the material bread, digested in our bodies, is united 
to the same, so the body of Christ, being received by faith, changeth our spirits 
and bodies to the nature of him. 


To the sacramental presence, and eating of Christ, pertain two 
things chiefly to be considered: Mutation and Operation. 


MUTATION. 
First, Mutation substantial. 


Whereby one substance is changed into another: as, water into wine; the 
rod of Aaron into a serpent, ete. And this “ mutation," which they call “ tran- 
substantiation,” belongeth nothing to the sacrament; for, then, accidents of 
bread should also be changed, as the accidents of Aaron’s rod were changed, 
with the substance, into a serpent. 


Secondly, Mutation accidental. 


Of this “ mutation ” speak the doctors, meaning not of the change of substance 
but of accidents, which standeth in three things, in the use, in name, and in 
honour. 


First, In Use. 
As when the use of common bread is changed into a mystical and heavenly use. 


Secondly, In Name. 
When the name of bread and wine passeth away, and is changed into the 
name of the body and blood of the Lord, and, so, is the name changed. 
Thirdly, In Honour. 


As when the bread and wine which before were received not with honour, 
are now received with honour and reverence: not that we honour the bread 
and wine, but the things represented in them, as, in a king’s letter and seal, we 
honour the king and not the seal. 


OPERATION. 


First, Operation ¿n the Sacraments. 


The operation of the word in the sacraments is this: to change, not the sub- . 
stance of the sacrament, but that the substance thereof remaining may be made 
the body of Christ, that is, the sacrament of the body of Christ. And this 
operation cannot come but by the Holy Ghost. Whereof Augustine! saith » 


(1) Augustine, lib. iii. cap. 4. ‘De Trinitate." 


A TABLE OF ARGUMENTS BROUGHT AGAINST CRANMER. 


** Panis non sanctificatur in sacramentum tam magnum, nisi operante invisi- 
biliter Spiritu Dei." 


Secondly, Operation of the Sacraments, 


The operation of the sacraments is thought by the papists to give grace, 
which, in very deed, give not grace of their own work ; but only serve as instru- 
ments and means of that grace and life which cometh from God. So Peter 
calleth it ** verbum vite,” the word of life; and St. Paul calleth the gospel of 
Christ, “ the power of God unto salvation." Not that they themselves give 
life and salvation, but that they are certain means and instruments of that life 
and salvation which cometh to us from God. 


To the spiritual presence and manducation of Christ, principally 
belongeth the sixth chapter of St. John; albeit two sorts of bread 
are there specified, namely, bodily or sacramental, and spiritual 
bread. 


First, Bodily or Sacramental, of the Old Testament; and also of 
the New Testament. 
The bodily or sacramental bread of the Old Testament signifying Christ to 


come, as manna, the rock, etc.; and the bodily or sacramental, bread of the 
New Testament signifying, Christ being already come, as the holy eucharist.! 


Secondly, Spiritual Bread. 


Spiritual bread, which is Christ himself, born for us and given for the life of 
the world. John vi. “ My flesh is meat indeed,” etc. 


Thus hast thou, gentle reader, in this aforesaid table set forth unto 
thee the diverse respects how the real body of the Saviour is eaten in 
the sacrament and out of the sacrament, etc. By which table, if 
thou mark it well, thou mayest answer easily to the most part of the 
arguments which the papists bring. And now these things being 
premised, let us see and examine the arguments of the aforcsaid 
doctors, here in brief sum repeated again, and, afterwards, annex the 
resolution of the same, with the number also of the pages where 
they are to be found. 


A Table of the Principal Arguments brought against Doctor Cranmer. 


I. Chedsey :—That thing which was given for us, is here contained; ex 
verbis Christi. See page 449. 

The substance of bread was not given for us: Ergo, the substance of bread is 
not contained in the sacrament. 

H. Oglethorpe :—This word body, being ** praedicatum," doth signify sub- 
stance. See page 450. 

But one substance is not predicated, or affirmed denominatively, upon an- 
other: Ergo, it is an essential predication, and, so, it is his true body and not 
a figure of his body. 

III. Oglethorpe :—Christ hath no less care for his espouse than a father for 
his household. See page 450. 

No father maketh his will with tropes for deceiving his household: Ergo, 
Christ used no tropes in making his Will or Testament. . 

IV. Weston:—A good heir wil not say that the testator did lie.? See 
page 450. 

Whoso saith, that the testator “ spake by figures," saith that the testator did 
lie: Ergo, he that saith that Christ our testator spake by figures is no good heir. 

V. Cole :—If it be bread it cannot be the body; a disparitis. See page 451. 

But Christ saith it is his body : Ergo, it cannot be bread. 

(1) Augtstine in Psalm Ixxvii. ‘Idem in mysterio cibus illorum et noster, significatione idem, 


sed non specie. . 
(2) Augustin. De unitate Eccles. lib. x. 
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A TABLE OF ARGUMENTS BROUGHT AGAINST RIDLEY. 


VI. Weston :—The same flesh is given us to be eaten, by which he is made 
our brother and kinsman.! See page 451. 

By his true, natural, and organical flesh, he is made our brother and kins- 
man: Ergo, he gave us his true and organical flesh to eat. 

VII. Weston:—He gave us the same flesh, which he took of the Virgin. 
See page 452. 

He took his flesh of the Virgin not spiritually: Ergo, he gave his true flesh 
and not [his flesh] spiritually. 

VIII. Weston :—As mothers nourish their children with their milk, so Christ 
nourished us with his body.? See page 452. 

Mothers nourish not their infants spiritually with their milk: Ergo, Christ 
nourisheth us not spiritually with his body. 

IX. Weston:—lf Christ gave wine for his blood, then he gave less than 
mothers to their infants? See page 452. 

Chrysostome saith, “ Christ gave more to us, than mothers to their infants :” 
Ergo, he gave not wine for his blood. 

X. Weston:—That thing which is worthy the highest honour, is showed 
forth in earth.* See page 453. 

Christ's body is worthy the highest honour: Ergo, Christ's body is showed 
forth in earth. 

XI. Chedsey :—The soul is fed by that which the body eateth.5 See 
page 456. 

The soul is fed by the body of Christ: Ergo, the body eateth the body of 
Christ. 

XII Chedsey:—The flesh eateth Christ's body that the soul may be fed 
therewith.6 See page 456. 

The soul is not fed with the sacrament but with Christ's body: Ergo, the 
flesh eateth the body of Christ. 

XIII. Tresham :— As Christ liveth by his Father, so we live by his flesh 
eaten of us. See page 458. 

Christ liveth by his Father naturally, not by unity of will: Ergo, we live by 
eating Christ's flesh naturally, not by faith only and will. 

XIV. Young :-—A figurative speech is no working thing; Christ's speech is 
a working thing :? (see page 462:) Ergo, Christ's speech is not figurative in 
this sacrament.® 

XV. Pie :—The words of Christ work that, there, which redeemed the 
people. See page 464. 2 

The natural blood of Christ redeemed the people: Ergo, the words of Christ 
make, there, the natural blood of Christ. 

XVI. Chedsey :—As Christ is truly and really incarnate, so is he truly and 
really in the sacrament. See page 466. 

But Christ is truly and really incarnate: Ergo, Christ is truly and really in 
the sacrament. 

XVII. Weston :—The substance of our flesh could not be increased thereby, 
except it were the true body and blood of Christ. See page 467. 

But the substance of our body is increased thereby, which we receive in the 
sacrament :!9 Ergo, it is the true body and blood, which we receive in the 
sacrament,1! 


A Table of the Principal Arguments objected against Doctor Ridley. 


XVIII. Smith :—Christ, after his ascension, was seen really and corporally 
on earth : (see page 481.) Ergo, notwithstanding his ascension, and continual 
abiding at the right hand of the F'ather, he may be really and corporally on 
earth. 

Or thus; Christ's ascension into heaven letteth not, but that he may be, 
really and corporally, seen on the carth: Ergo, his ascension letteth not, but 
that he may be, really and corporally, in the sacrament. 


(1) Chrysostom. ad popu. Anton. Hom. 61. (2) Ex Chrysost. in Matt. cap. xx. Hom. 38. 
(3) Ex Chrysost. ut supra. (4) Ex Chrysost. Hom. 24. 

(5) Ex Tertul. '* De carnis Resurrectione." (6) Ex Tertul. ibid. 

(7) Ambrosius, ** De Sacrament.” Lib. iv. et lib. ix. ** De iis qui initiantur.” 

(8) Cranmerus :—'* Dicendo dixit non fecit dicendo." (9) Ex Justino. Apolog. 2. 


(19) Ex Ireneo. , 2n 
(11) Cranmerus :—'* Tert. nutritur corpus, pane symbolico, anima, corpore Christi.” 


A TABLE OF ARGUMENTS BROUGHT AGAINST LATIMER. 


XIX. Weston :—We offer one thing at all times. There is one Christ in all 
places, both here complete, and there complete :! (see page 482:) Ergo, by 
Chrysostome, there is one body both in heaven and earth. 

XX. Smith :—He was seen of Paul as being born before his time, after his 
ascending up to heaven [1 Cor. xv.]. See page 483. 

But his vision was a corporal vision: Ergo, he was seen corporally on earth, 
after his ascension. 

XXI. Tresham :—He was seen after such sort that he might be heard: (see 
page 484:) Ergo, he was corporally on the earth, or else how could he be 

eard. 

XXII. Smith :-—He was seen so of him as of others. See page 484. 

But he was seen of others being on earth, and appeared visible to them on 
earth: Ergo, he was seen of Paul on earth. 

XXIII. Weston :—Christ left his flesh to his disciples, and yet, for all that, 
he took the same up with him :? Ergo, he is present here with us. See page 486. 

XXIV. Ward :—He delivered that which he bade them take. See page 488. 

But he bade them not take material bread, but his own body: Ergo, he gave 
not material bread, but his own body. 

XXV. Weston :—That which Christ gave we do give. See page 489. 

But that which he gave was not a figure of his body, but his body :* Ergo, 
we give no figure, but his body. 

XXVI. Ward :—My sheep hear my voice and follow me. See page 489. 

But all the sheep of Christ hear this voice, “This is my body," without a 
figure: Ergo, the voice of Christ, here, hath no figure. 

XXVII. Ward : — Christ gave us his very and true flesh to be eaten. See 
page 490. 

But he never gave it to be eaten but in his last supper and in the sacrament 
of the altar: Ergo, there is the very true flesh of Christ. 

XXVIII. Ward :—He desired to eat his passover. See page 490. 

But the Judaical passover was not his: Ergo, he meant not of the Ju- 
daical passover. 

XXIX. Ward :—He gave us his flesh to be eaten, which he took of the 
earth, in which, also, he here walked,5 etc. See page 491. 

But he never gave his flesh to be eaten, but when he gave it at his supper, 
saying, “ This is my body :" Ergo, in the eucharist he gave us his flesh. 

XXX. Curtop :—That which is in the cup is the same that flowed from 
the side of Christ.5 See page 493. 

But his true and pure blood did flow from the side of Christ: Ergo, his true 
and pure blood is in the cup. 

XXXI. Watson :—Every sacrament hath a promise of grace annexed unto 
it. See page 494. 

But bread and wine have not a promise of grace annexed unto it: Ergo, the 
bread and wine are not sacraments. 

XXXII. Smith :—Every man may bear, in his own hands, a figure of his 
body. See page 496. 

But Augustine denieth that David could carry himself in his hands: Ergo, 
Augustine? speaketh of no figure of his body. 

XXXIII. Tresham:—Evil men do eat the natural body of Christ:9 (see 
page 497 :) Ergo, the true and natural body of Christ is in the sacrament of the 
altar. 

XXXIV. Weston :—We worship the selfsame body in the eucharist, which 
the wise men did worship in the manger. See page 500. 

But that was his natural and real body, not spiritual : Ergo, the real body of 
Christ is in the eucharist. 


Arguments objected against Master Latimer. 


Seton's argument, formed by Weston :—You say, That which was forbidden 
in the Old ‘Testament is commanded in the New. See page 508. 


(1) Chrysost, Hom. 17. ad Hebrzeos. [§ 3.] (2) Chrysost. Hom. 2. ** Ad popul. Antioch." [§ 9.] 
(3) Ex Theophylacto. (4) Ex Justin. Ápolog. 2. ($ 66.] (5) Ex Augustin, in Psalm. xcviii. 
(6) Chrys. t Cor. x.; Hom. 24. (7) On Psaim xxxiii. Conc. 1. [§ 10.] 

(8) August. lib. v, ** Contra Donatistas.” cap. 8. (9) Ex Chrysost. 1 Cor. Hom. 24. [$ 5.] 
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598 ANSWERS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Mary. To drink blood was forbidden in the Old Testament and commanded in the 
New: Ergo, by your own saying, itis the very blood that we drinkin the New. 
A.D. Cartwright :—If the true body of Christ be not really in the sacrament, all 
1554. the whole church hath erred from the apostles’ time. See page 508. 
But Christ would not suffer his church to err: Ergo, it is the true body of 
Christ. 


The Argument of Doctor Cranmer objecting against Harpsfield. 


Doctor Cranmer :—Christ's body, in heaven, hath quantity. See page 516. 

The papists say, Christ’s body in earth hath no quantity: Ergo, by the pa- 
pists Christ hath two bodies, one in heaven, another in earth. 

Doctor Cranmer :—They that do eat the flesh of Christ, do dwell in him, and 
he in them. See page 517. 

The wicked do not remain in him, nor he in them: Ergo, the wicked eat 
not his flesh, nor drink his blood. 


HERE FOLLOW THE ANSWERS AND RESOLUTIONS TO THE 
ARGUMENTS ABOVE MENTIONED, BY NUMBER 
AND ORDER OF THE SAME; 


And first to the Arguments objected against Doctor Cranmer.! 


I. First, to answer to Chedsey’s first argument: Cranmer denieth the argu- 
ment, and may well so do, for the form thereof is faulty; which, being in the 
first figure, hath his minor negative. Again, he answereth to the major by a 
distinction, being two ways: How the body may be contained Really :—and so 
it is false; Sacramentally,—and so it is true. 

Papaest II, One substance or “ disparatum" cannot be affirmed of another properly ; 
lupus — but figuratively it may: and therefore we say this is a figurative locution: 
tre up. Bread is the body of Christ (meaning bread to be a figure of the body). 

stance III. The minor is false; for, though equivocation of one word sometimes, 
armed peradventure, may deceive, yet the whole sense or locution, being tropical, 
denomi- doth not deceive, but rather serveth for beautifying of the oration, and for the 
natively, better help of the hearers. And if the trope be not perceived of all, the fault 

is not in the trope, but in their ignorance. 

IV. The authority of St. Augustine, “ De unitate Ecclesim," proveth the 
major, which we also do allow. For who knoweth not that a man, at his 
death, will commonly speak the truth? But we deny the minor, That he which 
speaketh by figure or trope doth lie: that St. Augustine yet hath not proved, 
nor Dr. Weston either. Christ, after his supper, being more near his death, 
saith, “ Transferatur a me calix iste;" calling his passion “the cup,” by a me- 
taphor ; yet he lied not. 

V. Cole saith, * This argument cannot be dissolved." But Cranmer’s answer 
cannot be infringed; for, if one *disparatum" cannot be affirmed of another 
by any way than by that rule, “Christ is not the rock ;" “ Bread cannot be the 
body" (being disparate one from the other) I grant, speaking properly; but 
figuratively or sacramentally, it may. 

VI. and VII. Cranmer answereth to the major by a distinction: “The same 
body is given which was born of the Virgin, but not after the same manner.” 
Of the Virgin, his body was born really: in the sacrament, it.is eaten sacra- 
mentally and figuratively. 

VIIL. The nourishment of mothers and of Christ agree in this, wherein they 
are compared : that is, that they both do nourish their children with their own 
bodies, but not after one way of nourishing. The mother feedeth her infant 
by putting her milk into his mouth and body, really; Christ likewise feedeth 
us with his body broken for us; but not in putting his flesh broken into our 
bodies, but in offering the passion of his body to our faith spiritually, and in 
the bread sacramentally. 

IX. The major is false : Christ giveth not only wine for his blood, but giveth 
both wine and his blood. Wine as a holy sacrament of his blood, to be taken 


(1) These answers of John Foxe, not being interesting- to general readers, are printed in small 
type.— Ep. 
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with mouth, wherein, not the wine, but his blood, is to be considered; and also, Afary. 
besides the wine, he giveth his blood to be received with faith, and these two : 
be more than mothers give to their infants, A. D. 

X. In this argument is a point of false packing ; for where Chrysostome hath, 1534. 
“ Ostenditur in terra,” the prolocutor thrusteth in “est in terrá.," And so is 
the argument answered—the body of Christ is showed here on earth in a sacra- 
ment, and the same body, so showed, is worthy highest honour. 

XT. and XII. This argumentis to be denied for lack of form, except Chedsey 

would thus form it: ** The soul of man is fed therewith that the body eateth ; 
The soul of man is fed with Christ's body, and not with sacraments: ergo, the 
body of man eateth the body of Christ, and not the sacrament,” ete. —First, the 
major is false as it standeth. And here note the deceit of Chedsey in putting 
in “therewith,” which Tertullian hath not; his words be these, “ Caro abluitur, 
ut anima emaculetur; caro corpore et sanguine Christi vescitur, ut anima de 
Deo saginetur ;” etc.—Here Chedsey, for * de Deo," hath “ de eo;" which cor- 
rupteth the meaning of Tertullian, who saith “de Deo:" meaning that the 
soul is fed spiritually, and the body sacramentally. Secondly, to the minor: if 
the soul be not fed with the sacraments, how is it true then that the papists say 
the sacraments give grace ? 

XIII The major is false and to be denied: for the similitude of Christ's 

living by his Father, and our living by eating the body of Christ, is not like. 
For if Christ live, naturally, by his Father, so do not we eat the body of Christ 
naturally in the sacrament, nor live naturally by eating the same ; but naturally 
we live by Christ, in that he took our natural body—not that we eat his natural 
body. 

XIV. To the minor it is answered by a distinction: “For the speech of 
Christ worketh two manner of ways, by making, and by instituting." The 
speech of Christ, at the supper, worketh, not by making any new substance or 
by changing the old, but by instituting a sacrament by the power of the word 
and of the Holy Spirit; of which instituting St. Augustine speaketh 2 Panis non 
sanctificatur in sacramentum tam magnum, nisi operante invisibiliter SpirituDei.” 

XV. To the major, being grounded upon the words of Ambrose, the arch- Dicendo 
bishop answereth, That there is the same blood which redeemed the people, dixit. sed 
but not after the same manner; for, on the cross, the blood of Christ was there, dicendo; 
simply and really: at the supper and in the cup, it is sacramentally and by a sed insti- 
similitude. As Ambrose saith himself in another place, ** As thou hast received tuit. 
the similitude of his death so also thou drinkest the similitude of his precious 
blood."—[De Sacram. lib. iv. cap. 4.] 

XVI. As concerning this argument here is to be noted, that the archbishop Chedsey 
found fault with Chedsey for false translating of Justin, * Cibum illum consecra- falsifying 
tum per sermonem,” etc. ; where as the Greek text of Justin hath not iepevÓeicav, words" 
but evyaptornOcioav tpodyv; that is “non consecratum," meat not conse- 
crated, but over which thanks be given, etc. Then to the argument; If Christ be 
so truly in the sacrament, as he was truly incarnate of the Virgin, then can there 
be no transubstantiation ; for, as “ Verbum caro factum est,” not by changing 
the substance of the word into the substance of flesh, so is not the substance 
of bread changed into the body. 

XVII. To the XVIIth, the major, as it standeth, is not to be granted: “The 
substance of our flesh may be nourished and increased with that which is re- 
ceived, though it be not thetrue and real body of Christ; for the bread, being 
& sacrament of Christ's real body, may feed the body of man, and so doth the 
real body of Christ properly feed the soul and not the body ; as Tertullian saith, 

* Nutritur corpus pane symbolico, anima corpore Christi.” " 


Next follow the answers and resolutions to the arguments objected 
against Dr. Ridley; wherein the less labour shall need to be taken, 


because he, being more practised in the schools, hath sufficiently and 
fully answered the same before. 


XVIII. Argument: This argument doth not hold; and that for three causes, 
as Dr. Ridley in his answers seemeth toinfer. First, that the presence of Christ 


(1) Augustin. lib. iii. -- de Trinitate." 
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Mary. may be upon earth “ secundum rem aliquam qua ad corpus Christi pertinet," 


A.D. 


and not according to his real or corporal substance; and so he granteth his 


* ascension not to let his presence to be in the sacrament. Secondly, if Christ, 


1554. after his ascension, was seen here in earth, as to Paul, Stephen, and Peter, etc., 


yet, whether he appeared from heaven to them on earth, or whether their eyes 
from earth were rapt up to him in heaven, it is doubtful ; and of things doubtful 
no certain judgment can be given. Thirdly, though he had so manifested 
himself at certain times to be seen as pleased him, yet by that is proved that 
he was, and not that he is present here now in earth ; and therefore, as this, 
his abiding in heaven is no let but that he may be in the sacrament if he list, 
so this his appearing sometimes on the earth, is no proof that he list now to be 
in the sacrament when he may. 

XIX. To the antecedent: * One Christ is complete at all times, and in all 
places ;" but Chrysostome saith not, that one body of Christ is in all places. 

XX. and XXI. It may be that Christ might appear to Paui, not he coming 
down from heaven— but that the eyes of Paul, rising up to heaven, there might 
apprehend him. Again it may be, that the power and glory of Christ might 
appear to Paul, and yet the body of Christ remain still in heaven; but, if his 
body was then really present on earth, yet his body was not at one time both 
in heaven and earth together. But what should we say then to the pix? If 
the body of Christ be ŝo often on the altar and so long in the pix as they make 
him, then, by this reason, Christ's body is either seldom, or never, lightly, in 
heaven. 

XXII. He answereth to the minor by a distinction : If the being or appear- 
ing of Christ here on the earth be referred as to a place, so he denieth that 
Paul or others did see him corporally being here on earth; but if it be referred 
as to the verity of his person, so he granteth it may be. And yet, as is said, 
whether he descended down, or their spirits ascended up, it is doubtful: certes, 
to whomsoever he appeared, yet his appearing was in the air above, and not 
on the earth. ` 

XXIII. The force of this argument is grounded upon Chrysostome,! 
“ Christus et nobis reliquit, et ipsam habens ascendit." ‘To the which it is 
thus answered : That Christ both took his flesh and left the same with us; but 
not after the same manner: for he took up his flesh really, and left the same 
behind sacramentally. And therein he did more than Elias, for he, as he left 
his mantle behind him really, so he took the same with him no manner of way. 

XIV. In this argument of master Ward, as the terms stand, is neither right 
figure nor mode. Again, there is a “ fallax a dicto secundum quid ad id quod 
simpliciter;" and therefore the minor is well denied. For Christ, in giving them 
his body to eat, did not give his body “ simpliciter” to be eaten, but after a 
certain manner, that is, sacramentally his body, and materially bread ; and so 
both bread and his body, in sundry respects. 

XXV. The minor of this argument standeth upon Theophilact,? “ Non dixit 
figura est carnis meæ, sed caro mea est;" which author, as he is not to be num- 
bered among the most ancient, so neither among the most soundest writers. 
He was about that time, when this controversy about transubstantiation began 
first to grow, and when the contention was between the Greek church and the 
Latin about the proceeding of the Holy Ghost, ete. But, to let authority stand : 
to this place upon St. Mark is answered by another place of the said author upon 
St. John, cap. vi. : © Attende quod panis in mysteriis non est tantum figuratio 
quaedam carnis Domini, sed ipsa caro Domini," etc.; meaning that above, which 
he speaketh here, that the sacrament is not only a figure (that is, no bare and 
void figure), but a reverent sacrament of the body, and, after a manner, the 
body itself, of Christ. 

XXVI. The minor hereof is untrue, if it stand universally for all the true 
sheep of Christ, 

XXVII. The major of this argument, taken out of Justin, may be taken two 
ways: for the giving of the body of Christ, may be understood either really, 
and so the major is false; or spiritually, and so the minor faileth : for he gave 
his flesh, not only in the supper, but also on the cross. 

XXVIII. The major is false: The Judaical passover is no? strange from 
Christ, for that he is the Lord of all. 


(1) Hom. 2. ad pop. Antioch. (2) Theophylact. in Marc. cap. xiv. (3) Justinus, Apol. 2. 
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XXIX. The minor is denied: for he gave his flesh to be eaten, both in the Mary. 
eucharist and also otherwise; as is before declared: In the eucharist, sacra- 
mentally to be eaten ; on the cross, and also in the word, spiritually. A. D. 

XXX. Tothe major he answereth : The true blood, and the same blood which 1554. 
issued out of his side, is in the cup; but not after the same manner. From his 
side it streamed, really and substantially. In the cup it is sacramentally, that 
is, by way and condition of representation, so by him ordained. The question 
is not of being, for that is granted on both parties, but of the manner of being, 
which now in heaven is really; in the receivers is spiritually ; in the eucharist 
sacramentally. - 

XXXI. The minor is thus to be understand: Bread and wine, as it is common 
bread and common wine, have no promise; but, as they be sanctified into a 
sacrament of the Lord's body and blood, they have promise of grace annexed; 

aut so annexed, that not they themselves have or give the grace, but they are 
only as instruments whereby grace cometh, not for their sake, but for that thing 
which they represent. 

XXXII. This argument of Dr. Smith lacketh his right shape and form, having Dr.Smith 
four terms, etc. Further, to the sequel, which he inferreth upon this argument: falsifieth s 
“But Christ bare himself in his own hands: ergo, he bare no figure of his body," of Augus- 
etc. To this is answered by a distinction, really and sacramentally. Really, neither tine. 
David nor Christ did bear himself in his own hands; sacramentally, David 
could not bear himself, but Christ so did at the supper; and that Augustine 
meaneth, adding this word, ** quodam modo,” after a certain manner; expound- 
ing thereby his words before. And this Dr. Smith falsely and craftily leaveth 
out, in alleging the doctor's words. 

XXXIII. Evil men do eat the natural body of Christ, he granteth, but only 
sacramentally ; that is, that thing which beareth a sacrament of the natural body 
of Christ: but good men eat the same, both sacramentally and spiritually. 

XXXIV. To the major he answereth : We worship the same natural body 
of Christ, which the wise men did worship, but not after the same manner ; that 
is, not really here present to our bodies, as he was to theirs, but spiritually or 
sacramentally; and, so we worship Christ spiritually in his word and Scrip- 
tures, and yet we say not that he is really present in the Scriptures. 


Resolutions to the Arguments objected against Master Latimer. 


XXXV. To the major of this argument, master Latimer answereth himself 
sufficiently before in the line 12, p. 506. As touching drinking of blood, it is 
forbidden in the Old "Testament; and commanded in the New, as touching the 
matter, but not as touching the manner of the thing, etc. 

XXXVI. First he denieth the major; secondly he distincteth the word 
* church" inthe minor; for as there is the true church of Christ which he never 
suffereth to err, in the whole, from the apostles' time (although it may, in part, 
sometime), so there is the popish church, and that erreth and hath erred; which 
first begat the error of transubstantiation in the time of pope Innocent III., 
aboutthe year 1215.! 


Here followeth a copy of the letter of warrant, sent from the 
queen to Richard Atkinson, mayor of Oxford; Hichard Ivery, and 
William T'ovy, bailiffs ; and the rest of the aldermen and inhabitants 
of the same city, concerning the custody and bringing forth of the 
said bishops to the disputations. 


A Letter of Warrant, etc. 


To our trusty and well-beloved the mayor, aldermen, and other the 
inhabitants of the city of Oxford. 


Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And where Dr. Cranmer, 
late archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Ridley, and Hugh Latimer clerk, now 
(1) In the fourth Lateran council convoked by Innocent ITI. in 1215, this imperious pontiff pub- 


lished no less than seventy laws or decrees, without deigning to consult any one; by which the 
papal power was extended and new articles of faith enjoined.—Ep. 
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Mary. remaining in your custody, by our appointment, have, besides other their great 
crimes, maintained and openly set forth divers heresies and erroneous and most 


A.D. pernicious opinions, contrary to the catholic faith of Christ’s church, to the great 
1554. offence of Almighty God, and evil and dangerous example of all our faithful 


and loving subjects :—like as it hath been wisely considered in the convocation 
of the bishops, prelates, and other the clergy of this our realm, that the heresies, 
moved and nourished by the foresaid persons and other their adherents, being 
no less perilous for the state of our realm than hurtful to the setting-forth of 
God's glory and the furtherance of the catholic religion, are meet to be, by 
learning convinced and overthrown in time :—so have they, for that purpose, 
appointed certain grave and well-learned doctors apd others, as well of that our 
university of Oxford as of our university of Cambridge, to hear in open dispu- 
tations the said Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer; so as their erroneous opinions, 
being by the word of God justly and truly convinced, the residue of our subjects 
may be thereby the better established in the true catholic faith: We therefore, 
minding to have the truth of Christ's catholic religion set forth and justly 
established among our loving subjects, to his glory and benefit of this our realm, 
do let you wit, our will and pleasure is, that when, and as often as, the said 
learned persons appointed. for that purpose shall require you to cause the said 
Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, every or any of them, to be brought to the 
place of open disputation, you shall not only give order for the safe conveying 
thither of them, or any one or two of them, at the hours to them to be appointed, 
but also to receive them again into your custody, to be kept altogether or seve- 
rally as the commissioners shall appoint from time to time, until further order 
shall be taken in this behalf accordingly. Given under our signet, at our manor 
of St. James, the 11th of April, and in the first year of our reign.*! 


The Report and Narration of Master Ridley, concerning the mis- 


ordered Disputation had against him and his Fellow-Prisoners at 
Oxford.” 


I never yet, since I was born, saw or heard anything done or handled more 
vainly or tumultuously, than the disputation which was with me in the schools 
at Oxford. Yea verily, I could never have thought that it had been possible to 
have found amongst men recounted to be of knowledge and learning in this 
realm, any so brazen-faced and shameless, so disorderly and vainly to behave 
themselves, more like to stage-players in interludes to set forth a pageant, than to 
grave divines in schools to dispute. The Sorbonical clamours—which at Paris 
I have seen in times past, when popery most reigned—might be worthily 
thought (in comparison of this Thrasonical ostentation) to have had much 
modesty. And no great marvel, seeing they which should have been moderators 
and overseers of others, and which should have given good examples in words 
and gravity; they themselves, above all others, gave worst example, and did, as 

No verity it were, blow the trump to the rest, to rave, roar, rage, and cry out. By reason 

but glory whereof (good christian reader) manifestly it may appear, that they never sought 

ght for M . 

in this for any truth or verity, but only for the glory of the world, and their own 

disputas bragging victory. But lest, by the innumerable railings and reproachful taunts, 

ton. wherewith I was baited on every side, our cause—yea rather God’s cause and 
his church’s—should be evil spoken of, and slandered to the world, through false 
reports and untrue examples given out of our disputations, and so the verity 
might sustain some damage, Í thought it no less than my duty to write mine 
answers; to the intent that whosoever is desirous to know the truth thereof, 
may by this perceive, as well those things which were chiefly objected, as sum- 
marily that which was answered of me unto every of them.  Howbeit (good 
reader) I confess this to be most true, that it is impossible to set forth either all 
that was (God knoweth) tumultuously and confusedly objected of their parts, being 
so many ; speaking many times altogether so thick, that one could not well hear 
another, neither all that was answered on my behalf to them so sundry and 
divers opponents. 

Moreover, a great part of the time appointed for the disputations was vainly 
consumed in opprobrious checks and reviling taunts (with hissing and clapping 


(1) Here ends the long passage preserved from the edition of 1563: see suprà, p. 520, note (2.) 
(2) See the Harleian MSS. Number 422, art, 53, 60, 68, and the Appendix.—Ep, 
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of hands), and that in the English tongue, to procure the people's favour Mary. 
withal All whieh things, when I with great grief of heart'did behold, pro- 
testing openly, that such excessive and outrageous disorder was unseemly for ine 
those schools, and men of learning and gravity, and that they which were the 1554. 
doers and stirrers of such things, did nothing else but betray the slenderness of Taunts 
their cause, and their own vanities: I was so far off; by this my humble complaint, and re- 
from doing any good at all, that I was enforced to hear such rebukes, checks, vies 
and taunts for my labour, as no person of any honesty, without blushing, could this dis- 
abide to hear the like spoken of a most vile varlet, against a most wretched Putation. 
ruffian. 

At the first beginning of the disputation, when I should have confirmed mine 
answer to the first proposition in few words (and that after the manner and law 
of schools); afore I could make an end of my first probation, which was not pig, 
very long, even the doctors themselves cried out, ** He speaketh blasphemies! could not 
he speaketh blasphemies!" And when 1 on my knees hesought them, and that Þe suffer 
heartily, that they would vouchsafe to hear me to the end (whereat the prolo- forth his 
cutor, being moved, cried out on high, ‘ Let him read it! let him read it 1") : protesta- 
yet, when I began to read again, there followed immediately such shouting, fi9?- 
such a noise and tumult, such confusion of voices, crying, ** Blasphemies! blas- 
phemies!” as I, to my remembrance, never heard or read the like; except it 
be that one, which was in the Acts of the Apostles, stirred up of Demetrius the 
silversmith, and others of his occupation, crying out against Paul, ** Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians! great is Diana of the Ephesians!" And except it 
be a certain disputation which the Arians had against the orthodox, and such 
as were of godly judgment in Africa; where, it is said, that such as the presi- 
dent and rulers of the disputation were, such was the end of the disputations: 
all were in a hurly-burly ; and so great were the slanders which the Ariuns cast 
out, that nothing could quietly be heard. This writeth Victor, in the second 
book of his history. 

The which cries and tumults of them against me so prevailed, that, will I, 
nill I, I was enforced to leave off the reading of my probations, although they 
were short. If any man doubt of the truth hereof, let the same ask any 
one that was there, and not utterly perverted in popery; and I am assured 


he will say, I spake the least. But, to complain of these things further, I will 
cease. 


And further, speaking of this disputation, he concludeth with these 
words : 


* And thus was ended this most glorious disputation of the most holy fathers, 
sacrificers, doctors, and masters; who fought most manfully, as ye may see, for 
their God and goods, for their faith and felicity, for their country and kitchen, 


for their beauty and belly, with triumphant applauses, and favour of the whole 
university.” . 


After the disputation of master Latimer ended, which was the 18th The three 
of April; the Friday following, which was the 20th of the said 2: Oxfora 
month, the commissioners sat in St. Mary's church, as they did the called be- 


Saturday before, and Dr. Weston used particularly dissuasions with commis- 
every one of them, and would not suffer them to answer in any wise, e 
but directly and peremptorily, as his words were, to say whether they 
would subscribe, or no. And first to the archbishop of Canterbury, he 
said, he was overcome in disputations. To whom the archbishop an- 
swered, that whereas Dr. Weston said, he hath answered and opposed, 
and could neither maintain his own errors, nor impugn the verity ; 
all that he said was false. For he was not suffered to oppose as 
he would, nor could answer as he was required, unless he would have 
brawled with them; so thick their reasons came one after another. Ever 
four or five did interrupt him, that he could not speak. Master 
Ridley and master Latimer were asked what they would do: they 
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LETTER OF KIDLEY TO THE PROLOCUTOR. 


replied, that they would stand to that they had said. Then were 
they all called together, and sentence read over them, that they were 
no members of the church: and therefore they, their fautors and 
patrons, were condemned as heretics. And in reading of it, they 
were asked, whether they would turn or no: and they bade them 
read on in the name of God ; for they were not minded to turn. So 
they were condemned all three. 

After which, sentence of condemnation being awarded against 
them, they answered again every one in his turn, in manner and 
effect of words, as followeth: the archbishop first beginning thus : 


The Archbishop of Canterbury :—“ From this your judgment and sentence, 
I appeal to the just judgment of God almighty; trusting to be present with him 
in heaven, for whose presence in the altar l'am thus condemned." 

Dr. Ridley :—'* Although 1 be not of your company, yet doubt I not but my 
name is written in another place, whither this sentence will send us sooner, 
than we should by the course of nature have come.” 

Master Latimer :—“ I thank God most heartily, that he hath prolonged my 
life to this end, that I may in this case glorify God by that kind of death.” 

Dr. Weston to Latimer :—“ If you go to heaven in this faith, then I will never 
come thither, as I am thus persuaded." ? 


After the sentence pronounced, they were separated one: from 
another; videlicet, the archbishop was returned to Bocardo, Dr. 
Ridley was carried to the sheriff's house, master Latimer to the bailiffs. 

On Saturday following, they had a mass with a general procession 
and great solemnity. Dr. Cranmer was caused to behold the proces- 
sion out of Bocardo ;? Dr. Ridley out of the sheriff’s house; Latimer 
also, being brought to see it from the bailiff’s house, thought that he 
should have gone to burning, and spake to one Augustine Cooper, a 
catchpole, to make a quick fire. But when he came to Carfax,? and 
saw the matter, he ran as fast as his old bones would carry him, to 
one Spenser's shop, and would not look towards it. Last of all, Dr. 
Weston carried the sacrament, and four doctors carried the canopy 
over him. Immediately after the sentence was given, Dr. Ridley 
writeth to the prolocutor in manner as followeth. 


A Letter of Bishop Ridley to the Prolocutor.* 


Maister prolocutor, ye remember, I am sure, how ye promised me openly 
in the schools, after my protestation, that I should see how mine answers were 
there taken and written of the notaries whom ye appointed (me fateor neminem 
recusante) to write what should be said, and to have had license to have added 
unto them, or to have altered them, as upon more deliberation should have 
seemed me best. Ye granted me also, at the delivery of mine answers unto 
your first proposition, a copy of the same :-—these promises be not performed. 
If your sudden departure be any part of the cause thereof, yet I pray you 
remember that they may be performed; for performance of promises is to be 
looked for at a righteous judge’s hands. Now I send you here mine answers in 
writing to your second and third propositions, and do desire and require earnestly 
a copy of the same ; and I shall, by God's grace, procure the pains of the writer 
to be paid for, and satisfied accordingly. Master prolocutor, in the time of mine 
answering in the schools, when I would have confirmed my sayings with 
authorities or reasons, you said then openly, that I should have time and place, 
to say and bring whatsoever I could, another time, and the same your saying 


(1) Weston, here, giveth sentence against himself. (2) A prison so called.—E»p. 

(3) The market-place, ** Quadrivium" in Latin.—Ep. 

(4) This letter and the next are given according to the Edition of 1563, p. 977, except that they 
are there exhibited as one letter.—KEn. 
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was then there confirmed of other of the commissioners: yea, and (I dare Mary. 


say) the audience also thought then, that I should have had another day, to 


9 


have brought and said what I could say, for the declaration and confirmation of A.D. 
mine assertions; Now that this was not done, but so suddenly sentence given 1554, 


before the cause was perfectly heard, I cannot but marvel at all; and the due 
reformation of all things which are amiss, I commit to Almighty God my hea- 
venly Father, who, by his dear Son our Saviour Jesus Christ whom he hath 
made the universal judge of all flesh, shall truly and righteously judge both you 
and me 


On Monday next ensuing, after these things done and past, being 
the 23d of the said month of April, Dr. Weston, prolocutor, took 
his journey up to London, with the letters certificatory from the 
university unto the queen, by whom the archbishop of Canterbury 
directed his letters supplicatory unto the council. The which letters, 
after the prolocutor had received, and had carried them well-near 
half way to London, by the way he opened the same, and seeing the 
contents thereof, sent them back again, refusing to carry them, ete. 
Likewise bishop Ridley, hearing of the prolocutor’s going to London, 
writeth to him his letters, wherein he desireth him to carry his 
answers up to certain bishops in London, the form of which letters, 
first of Dr. Ridley, then of the archbishop; and lastly, another 
letter of Dr. Ridley to the archbishop, here in order followeth, 


Another Letter of Bishop Ridley to the Prolocutor. 


Maister prolocutor, I desire you, and in God’s name require you, that you 
truly bring forth and show all my three answers, written and subscribed with 
mine own hand, unto the higher house of the convocation, and especially unto 
my lord chancellor, my lords of Duresme, Ely, Norwich, Worcester, and Chi- 
chester; and also to show and exhibit this my writing unto them, which in these 
few lines here I write now unto you. And that I did make this request unto 
you by this my writing, know ye that I did take witness of them by whom I did 
send you this writing, and of those which were then with them present; viz. 
the two bailiffs of Oxford and of maister Irish, alderman, then there called to 
be a witness. By me Nicholas Ridley, the 23rd of April, anno 1554.7 


The Copy of the Archbishop of Canterbury's Letter to the Council, 
sent by Dr. Weston, who refused to deliver it. 


In right humble wise showeth unto your honourable lordships Thomas 
Cranmer, late archbishop of Canterbury, beseeching the same to be a means 
for me unto the queen’s highness for her mercy and pardon. Some of you 
know by what means I was brought and trained unto the will of our late sove- 
reign lord king Edward the Sixth, and what I spake against the same; wherein 
I refer me to the reports of your honours and worships. Furthermore, this is 
to signify unto your lordships, that upon Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
last past, were open disputations here in Oxford against me, master Ridley, 
and master Latimer, in three matters concerning the sacrament: first, of the 
real presence: secondly, of transubstantiation : and thirdly, of the sacrifice of 
the mass. Upon Monday, against me; upon Tuesday, against Dr. Ridley; and 
upon Wednesday, against master Latimer. How the other two were ordered, 
I know not; for we were separated, so that none of us knoweth what the other 


said, nor how they were ordered, But as concerning myself, I can report. Dr. The arch- 


Chedsey was appointed to dispute against me, but the disputation was so con- bishop 
fused, that I never knew the like; every man bringing forth what him liked food, 


without order: and such haste was made, that no answer could be suffered to answer 
be taken fully to any argument, before another brought a new argument. And fully s u- 
in such weighty matters the disputation must needs be ended in one day, which ment,” 


(1) This letter is followed, in the Edition of 1563, by an address of Ridley to the reader, for 
which see the Appendix.—Ep. 
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can scantly be ended in three months. And when we had answered them, they 
would not appoint us one day to bring forth our proofs, that they might answer 
us, being required by me thereunto; whereas I myself have more to say, than 


- can be well discussed, as I suppose, in twenty days. The means to resolve the 


truth, had been to have suffered us to answer fully to all that they could say; 
and then they again to answer us fully to all that we can say. But why they 
would not answer us, what other cause can there be, but that either they feared 
their matter, that they were not able to answer us, or else for some conside- 
ration they made such haste, not to seek the truth, but to condemn us, that it 
must be done in post-haste before the matters could be thoroughly heard—for 
in haste we were all three condemned of heresy. Thus much I thought good 
to signify unto your lordships, that you may know the indifferent handling of 
matters, leaving the judgment thereof unto your wisdoms. And I beseech 
your lordships, to remember me, a poor prisoner, unto the queen's majesty ; 
and I shall pray, as I do daily unto God, for the long preservation of your 
good lordships in all godliness and felicity. 
April 23, 1554. 


Bishop Ridley to Archbishop Cranmer. 


I wish ye might have seen these mine answers before I had delivered them, 
that ye might have corrected them. But, I trust, in the substance of the matter 
we do agree fully, both led by one spirit of truth, and both walking after one 
rule of God's word. It is reported, that serjeant Morgan,’ the chief justice of 
the Common Pleas, is gone mad. It is said also, that justice Hales hath recanted, 
perverted by Dr. Moreman. Item, that master Rogers, Dr. Crome, and master 
Bradford shall be had to Cambridge, and there be disputed with, as we were 
here; and that the doctors of Oxford shall go likewise thither, as Cambridge 
men came hither. When ye have read mine answers, send them again to 
Austin, except ye will put any thing to them. I trust the day of our delivery 
out of all miseries, and of our entrance into perpetual rest, and into perpetual 
joy and felicity, draweth nigh: the Lord strengthen us with his mighty Spirit 
of grace! 

ir you have not to write with, you must make your man your friend. And 
this bearer deserveth to be rewarded; so he may, and will do you pleasure. 
My man is trusty, but it grieveth both him and me, that when I send him with 
any thing to you, your man will not let him come up to see you, as he may to 
master Latimer, and yours to me. I have a promise to see how my answers 
were written in the schools, but as yet I cannot come by it. Pray for me, I 

ray for you, and so shall I for you. The Lord have mercy of his church, and 
fighten the eyes of the magistrates, that God's extreme plagues light not on 
this realm of England !—Turn, or burn. 


OTHER THINGS WHICH HAPPENED IN THIS REALM, IN THIS 
TUMULTUOUS TIME. 


These disputations being thus discoursed and ended, which were at 
Oxford in the month of April as is aforesaid: now let us return 
again to the prosecuting of our story, touching other things likewise 
that happened in other parts of the realm, in this tumultuous time of 
queen Mary. And because things that happened in that time were 
so many and divers, that it is hard to keep a perfect order in reciting 
them all—to the intent therefore to insert things left out before, or 
else to prosecute the same more at full, we have thought here a little 
to interrupt the order of time (albeit not much), returning again to 
the month of July the year before, viz. 1553. In the which month 
of July, I showed before, how the duke of Northumberland was 
apprehended by the guard, and brought to London by the earl of 
Arundel, and other lords and gentlemen appointed for that purpose, 


(1) This justice Morgan gave sentence-against lady Jane. 
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on St. James's day (being the 25th of July), and so to the Tower, Mary. 
where he remained. “A.D. 
These be the names of them that were committed to the Tower 1553 
with the duke. First, the earl of Warwick, the earl of Huntingdon, _ to 
lord Ambrose Dudley and lord Henry Dudley, lord Hastings, who 1994. 1554. 
was delivered again the same night ; sir John Gates, sir Henry Gates, The 


sir Andrew Dudley, sir Thomas Palmer, and Dr. Sands, chancellor of than tnt 
Cambridge. mitted to 
The 26th of July, the lord marquis. of Northampton, the bishop the Tower 
of London, lord Robert Dudley, and sir Richard Corbet, were brought duke of 
and committed to the Tower. amper- 


The 27th of July, the lord chief justice of England, and the lord #** 
Mountacute,! chief justice of the Common Pleas, were committed to 
the Tower. 

On the Friday, being the 98th of July, the duke of Suffolk, 
and sir John Cheke were committed to the Tower. 

The 30th of July, the lord Russel was committeà to the sheriff 
of. London's custody. 

The 31st of July, the earl of Rutland was committed to the Fleet. 

On the same day, being Monday, the duke of Suffolk was deli- Duke of 
vered out of the Tower again. 

On Thursday the 3d of August, the queen entered into the city 
of London at Aldgate, and so to the ‘Tower, where she remained 
seven days, and then removed to Richmond. 

p On Friday the 4th of August, Dr. Day was delivered out of the 
leet. 

On Saturday the 5th of August, the lord Ferrers was committed Bonner 
to the Tower, and the same day Dr. Bonner was delivered out of the Bier ty. 
Marshalsea. The same day at night, Dr. Coxe was committed to the 
Marshalsea, and one master Edward Underhill to Newgate.? Also 
the same day Dr. Tonstal and Stephen Gardiner were delivered out 
of the Tower, and Gardiner received into the queen’s privy council, 
and made lord chancellor. 

On Sunday the 6th of August, Henry Dudley, captain of the 
guard at Guines,? who before had been sent to the French king by 
his cousin the duke of Northumberland, after the dispatch of his 
ambassage with the French king, returned to Guines, and so was 
taken, and this day brought to the Tower. 

On Monday the "th of August, * Dirige" in Latin was sung 
within the Tower, by all the king’s chapel, and the bishop of Win- 
chester was chief minister ; whereat was present the queen, and most 
part of the council. 

On Tuesday the 8th of August,‘ the king's body was brought to King y, 
Westminster, and there buried ; where Dr. Day, bishop of Chichester, body | 
preached. The same. day a mass of Requiem was sung within the parie 
Tower, by the bishop of Winchester, who had on his: mitre, and did 
all things as in times past was done ; at which mass the queen was 
present. 


() Sir Edward Montague, is meant. He had been speaker of the House of Commons in the 
reign of Henry VIII. 

(2) Of the sufferings of this man, a narration is given by Strype, from an account which Under- 
hill himself drew up and sent to Foxe. See Mem. under Mary, cap. 6.—Ep 

(3) A small town four miles from Calais.— Eb. (4) Stow says the 9th of August.— ED. 
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On Thursday the duke of Norfolk came forth of the Tower, with 
whom the duchess of Somerset was also delivered this Thursday. 

On Sunday the 13th of August, Dr. Bourn preached at Paul’s 
Cross: of the which sermon read before.! 

In the week following, commandment was given throughout the 
city, that no apprentices should come to the sermon, nor bear any 
knife or dagger. 

On the Wednesday, being the 16th of August, master Brad- 
ford, master Beacon, and master Veron, were committed to the 


ze Lower: with whom also master Sampson should have been committed, 


and was sought for the same time at master Elsing's house in Fleet- 
street, where master Bradford was taken; and because he was not 
found, the bishop of Winchester fumed like a prelate, with the 
messenger. 

On the Friday, being the 18th of August, the duke of Northum- 
berland, the marquis of Northampton, and the earl of Warwick, were 
arraigned at Westminster, and there the same day condemned ; the 
duke of Norfolk that day being the high judge. 

On Saturday the 19th of August, sir Andrew Dudley, sir John 
Gates, sir Henry Gates, and sir Thomas Palmer, were arraigned at 
Westminster, and condemned the same day; the lord marquis of 
Winchester being high judge. 

On that day a letter was sent unto sir Henry Tirril, Anthony 
Brown and Edmund Brown, esquires, praying them to eommit to 
ward all such as should contemn the queen’s order of religion, or 
should keep themselves from church, there to remain until they be 
conformable, and to signify their names to the council. 

On Sunday the 20th of August, Dr. Watson, the bishop of Win- 
chester’s chaplain, preached at Paul’s Cross, at whose sermon were 
present the marquis of Winchester, the earl of Bedford, the earl of 
Pembroke, the lord Rich, and two hundred of the guard with their 
halberts, lest the people should have made any stir against the 
preacher. 

On Monday the 21st of August, the duke of Northumberland, 
the marquis of Northampton, sir Andrew Dudley, sir John Gates, 
and sir Thomas Palmer, heard a mass within the Tower, and after 
mass they all five received the sacrament in one kind only, as in the 
popish time was used. On the which day also queen Mary set forth 
a proclamation, signifying to the people, that she could not hide any 
longer the religion which she from her infancy had professed, ete. : 
inhibiting in the said proclamation printing, and preaching. The 
tenor whereof read before.? 

On the Tuesday, being the 22d of August, the duke of North- 
umberland, sir John Gates, and sir Thomas Palmer, were beheaded 
at the Tower-hill, as before is seid.? The same day certain noble 
personages heard mass within the Tower, and likewise after mass, 
received the sacrament in one kind. . 

On Sunday, the 27th of August, Dr. Chedsey preached at Paul’s- 
Cross ; and the same day the bishop of Canterbury, sir Thomas Smith, 
and the dean of Paul's, were cited to appear the week following before 
the queen's commissioners, in the bishop's consistory within Paul's. 

(1) Page 391. (2) Page 390. (3) Page 389. 
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In this mean time it was noised abroad by running rumours falsely Mary. 
and eraftily devised ; either to stablish the credit of the mass, or else 4 p. 
to bring Thomas Cranmer, archbishop of Canterbury, out of credit, 1553 


that he, to curry favour with queen Mary, should promise to say 


to 


* Dirige mass,” after the old custom for king Edward, and that he _1554- 


had already said mass at Canterbury, etc. Wherefore, to stop the 
noise and slanders of those rumours, on the 7th of September, 1553, 
he set forth a letter, which was also printed, in purgation of himself, 
the copy of which letter here ensueth : 


A Purgation of Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury, against certain 
Slanders and Rumours falsely raised upon him. 


As the devil, Christ's ancient adversary, is a liar, and the father of lies, 
even so hath he stirred up his servants and members to persecute Christ, and his 
true word and religion, with lying: which he ceaseth not to do most earnestly 
at this present time, For whereas the prince of famous memory, king Henry 
the Eighth, seeing the great abuses of the Latin mass, reformed some things 
therein in his lifetime, and after, our late sovereign lord king Edward the Sixth, 
took the same wholly away, for the manifold and great errors and abuses of the 
same, and restored in the place thereof Christ's holy supper, according to 
Christ's own institution, and as the apostles used the same in the primitive 
church ; the devil goeth about now, by lying, to overthrow the Lord's supper 
again, and to restore his Latin satisfactory mass, a thing of his own invention 
and device. And to bring the same more easily to pass, some have abused the 
name of me, Thomas archbishop of Canterbury, bruiting abroad, that I have 
set up the mass at Canterbury, and that I offered to say mass at the burial of 
our late sovereign prince king Edward the Sixth, and that I offered to say mass 
before the queen's Mighness, and at Paul's church, and I wot not where. And 
although I have been well exercised these twenty years to suffer and bear evil 
reports and lies, and have not been much grieved thereat, but have borne all 
things quietly: yet, when untrue reports and lies turn to the hinderance of 
God's truth, they are in no wise to be suffered. Wherefore, these be to signify 
unto the world, that it was not I, that set up the mass at Canterbury, but it was 
a false, flattering, lying, and dissembling monk,? which caused mass to be set 
up there without mine advice or counsel: ** Reddat illi Dominus in die illo." 
And as for offering myself to say mass before the queen's highness, or in an 
other place, I never did it; as her grace well knoweth. But if her grace wil 
give me leave, I shall be ready to prove, against dll that will say the contrary, 
that all that is contained in the Holy Communion, set out by the most innocent 
and godly prince king Edward the Sixth, in his high court of parliament, is 
conformable to that order which our Saviour Christ did both observe, and com- 
mand to be observed; and which his apostles and the primitive church used 
many years :—whereas the mass, in many things, not only hath no foundation 
of Christ, his apostles, nor the primitive church, but is manifestly contrary to 
the same, and containeth many horrible abuses in it. And although many, 
either unlearned or malicious, do report, that master Peter Martyr is unlearned, 
yet, if the queen’s highness will grant thereunto, I, with the said master Peter 
Martyr, and other four or five, which I shall choose, will, by God’s grace, take 
upon us to defend, not only the common prayers of the church, the ministration 
of the sacraments, and other rites and ceremonies, but also all the doctrine and 
religion set out by our sovereign lord king Edward the Sixth, to be more pure, 
and according to God’s word, than any other that hath been used in England 
these one thousand years: so that God’s word may be judge, and that the 
reasons and proofs of both parties may be set out in writing, to the intent, as 
well that all the world may examine and judge thereon, as that no man shall 
start back from his writing. And whereas they boast of the faith, that hath 
been in the church these fifteen hundred years, we will join with them in this 
point; and that the same doctrine and usage is to be followed, which was in 

(1) See the Harleian MSS. in the Brit. Mus. No. 422, artic. 8, in Grindall’s handwriting.—Ep. 


(2) This monk was Dr. Thornton, a cruel murderer of God's people. of whose horrible end ye 
shall read hereafter, partly also in the Life of Cranmer. [See the Appendix.—Ep.] 
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Marg. the church fifteen hundred years past: and we shall prove, that the order of 
the church, set out at this present in this realm by act of parliament, is the 
A.D. same that was used in the church fifteen hundred years past—and so shall they 


1553 be never able to prove theirs. 
to 


1554. 


The same Thursday, being the "fth of September, 1553, lord 
Mountaeute chief justice, and the lord chief baron, were delivered 
out of the Tower. 

The 18th of September,’ the reverend father, master Hugh Lati- 
mer was committed to the Tower. 

The 14th of September,” the archbishop of Canterbury was com- 
mitted to the Tower. 

The 26th of September, one master Gray of Cambridge, called 
before him one master Garth, for that he would not suffer a boy of 
Peter-house to help him say mass in Pembroke-hall; which was 
before any law was established for that behalf. 

The queen came to the Tower of London upon the Thursday, the 
28th of September. And, upon the Saturday following, she rode 
from the Tower through the city of London, where were made many 
pageants? to receive her; and so she was triumphantly brought to 
Westminster to Whitehall. 

Upon the Sunday, being the 1st of October, 1558, the queen's 
highness went from Whitehall to Westminster-abbey, accompanied 
with the most part of the nobility of this realm, namely these: the 
duke of Norfolk, the earl of Arundel, the earl of Shrewsbury, the 
marquis of Winchester, the earls of Derby, Bedford, Worcester, 
Cumberland, Westmoreland, Oxford, Sussex, Devonshire, Pembroke, 
the lord Dacres of the north, lord Ferrers, lord Cobham, lord Aber- 
gavenny, lord Wentworth, lord Scrope, lord Riche, lord Vaux, lord 
Howard, lord Connyers, lord Morley, lord Paget, and the lord Wil- 
loughby , with other nobles, and all the ambassadors of divers coun- 
tries, and the mayor of London, with all the aldermen. Also out of 
the abbey, to receive her coming, came three silver crosses, and to 
the number of fourscore; or near upon, of singing men, all in very 
rich and gorgeous copes. Amongst whom was the dean of West- 
minster, and divers of her chaplains, which bare every one some 
ensign in their hands, and after them followed ten bishops, mitred 

all, and their crosier staves in their hands, and rich copes upon them 

sucess every one. And in this order they returned from W estminster-ball 

crowned. before the queen to the abbey, where she was crowned by Stephen 

Gardiner, bishop of Winchester and lord chancellor of England. 

Dr. Pays At the time of the coronation Dr. Day, bishop of Chichester, made a 
' sermon to the queen's majesty, and to the rest of the nobility. 

General — Also there was a general pardon proclaimed within the abbey at 


pardon at . L . . 
thecoro- the same time of her coronation, out of which proclamation all the 


ee prisoners of the Tower and the Fleet were excepted, and sixty-two 
tions. ^ more; whereof master Whitchurch and master Grafton were two. 

The 3d of October, the vice-chancellor of Cambridge did challenge 

one master Pierson, for that he ministered still the communion in his 


own parish, and did receive strangers of other parishes to the same, 


(1) Stow says the 14th of September.— Ep. (2) Sept. 15, according to Stow.—Ep. 
(3) Amongst these pageants, stood a eertain man upon the top of the eagle upon Paul's steeple, 
with a flag in his hand. 
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and would not say mass. Whereupon, within two days after, he was Mary. 


clean discharged from further ministering in his cure. A.D. 
On the Wednesday following, the archbishop of York was com- 1553 
mitted to the Tower. to 


On Thursday, being the 5th of October, the queen rode to the par- _1554. 
liament in her robes, and all the nobility with her, and when they were Queen 
set in the parliament-house, the bishop of Winchester made to them rideth to 
a solemn oration, and serjeant Pollard was chosen speaker of the hanen- 
parliament. The same day the bishops of Lincoln, Hereford, and ous 
Chester, were discharged from the parliament and convocation. 

Also, the 10th of October, the earl of Huntingdon was delivered 
out of the Tower. 

On the Sunday after, being the 15th of October, master Laurence 
Saunders preached at Allhallows in Bread-street in the morning ; 
where he declared the abomination of the mass, with divers other saunders, 
matters, very notably and godly: whereof more shall be heard (by Preaching 
the Lord's leave) hereafter, when we come to his story. In which against 
his doing, as he showed himself to be God's faithful minister, so is he commit.” 
sure not to be defrauded of God's faithful promise, who saith, “ Om- $15 5e 
nis qui confitebitur me coram hominibus, confitebor et ego illum se» 
coram Patre meo qui est in eois." But about noon of the same Matt. x. 
day, he was sent for by the bishop of London, and from thence com- 
mitted to the Marshalsea. 

On the Sunday following, being the 22nd of October, Dr. Weston Weston’s 
preached at Paul's Cross ; who, in the beginning of his sermon, willed fermon. 
the people to pray for the souls departed, on this wise: “ You shall 
pray for all them that be departed, that be neither in heaven, nor 
hell, but in à place not yet sufficiently purged to come to heaven, 
that they may be relieved by your devout prayers.” He named the 
Lord's table an oyster-board. He said, that the catechism in Latin, 
lately set out, was abominable heresy, and likened the setters-out of 
the same catechism to Julian the apostate, and the book to a dialogue 
set out by the said Julian the apostate, wherein Christ and Pilate 
were the speakers; with many other things. Which sermon, with weston’s 
all the points thereof, master Coverdale the same time learnedly con- contated 
futed by writing ; which remaineth yet in my hands to be seen. by Cover- 

In the week following began the disputations in the Convoca- 
tion-house in Paul’s church, whereof sufficient hath been before 
declared. 

The 26th of October, the vice-chancellor of Cambridge went to 
Clare-hall, and in the presence of Dr. Walker displaced Dr. Madew, 
and placed master Swynbourne in the mastership there, by force of the 
lord chancellor’s letters ; for that he was (as they termed it) “ uxora- 
tus,” that is, married. 

The 28th of October, the papists in the King’s college in Cam- Running 
bridge (not tarrying the making of any law, but of their blind zeal), pefore the 
had their whole service again in the Latin tongue; contrary to the 
law then in force. 

The last day of October, the vice-chancellor of Cambridge did 
sharply reprove and threaten one master Thrackold, for that he chal- 
lenged the said vice-chancellor, who had suffered master Bovell (con- 
trary to the statutes then in force) quietly without punishment to 
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Mary. depart, notwithstanding that he refused to swear to the supremacy of 
Ap. the queen, and the abrogation of the bishop of Rome. 

1553 The 3d of November the vice-chancellor sent for the curate of 

to the Round Parish in Cambridge, commanding him not to minister 

1554. any more in the English tongue ; saying, he would have one uniform 
The | order of service throughout the town, and that in Latin, with mass : 
wrceed. Which was established the twelfth day of this month. 
ings am. The 6th of November, master Pollard preached at St. Michael's, 
edin Cam- and in his sermon approved purgatory. 

' The 28th of November, the archdeacon’s official visited in Hinton, 
where he gave in charge to present all such as did disturb the queen’s 
proceedings, in letting the Latin service, the setting up of their altars, 
and saying of mass, or any part thereof: whereby it was easy to see, 
how these good fellows meant to proceed, having the law once on 
their side ; that thus readily, against a manifest law, would attempt 
the punishment of any man. 

King », _ The 15th of December there were two proclamations at London ; 

actsre- the one for the repealing of certain acts made by king Edward, and 

pealed. for the setting up of the mass, for the 20th of December then next 
following : the other was, that no man should interrupt any of those 
that would say mass. 

The parliament beginning about the 5th of October, continued till 
the 5th of December. In the which parliament were dissolved as well 
all the statutes made of premunire, in the time of king Henry the 
Eighth, ete., as also other laws and statutes concerning religion and 
administration of sacraments, decreed under king Edward the Sixth, 
as is partly above touched. In the which parliament moreover was 
appointed, the 20th of December next ensuing, the same year 1558, 
that all the old form and manner of church-service, used in the last 
year of king Henry, should now again be restored. 

On new-year’s even, being the last day of December, the lord 
marquis of Northampton was delivered out of the Tower. 

Apriest ^ About this time a priest of Canterbury said mass on the one day, 
buryre- and the next day after he came into the pulpit, and desired all the 
PrE g people to forgive him; for he said, he had betrayed Christ, not as 
mas. — Judas did, but as Peter did: and there made a long sermon against 
the mass. 
aD4554 The day after new-year’s day, being the 2d of January, a.p. 
1554, four ambassadors came into London from the emperor, and 
were honourably received. Their names were these: the counts of 
Egmont and Lalain, the lord of Courrieres, and the sieur de Nigry. 
New About this time a great number of new bishops, deans, etc., were 
nade chosen; more than were made at one time since the Conquest... Their 
names are these : 

Holyman, bishop of Bristol ; Cotes, bishop of Chester; Hopton, 
bishop of Norwich; Bourn, bishop of Bath; White, bishop of Lin- 
coln ; Mores,! bishop of Rochester ; Morgan, bishop of St. David's; 
Poole, bishop of St. Asaph ; Brookes, bishop of Gloucester; Moreman, 
coadjutor to the bishop of Exeter, and, after his decease, bishop of 


(1) * Mores." Maurice Griffin was consecrated to this see in April 1554. ‘‘ Poole," bishop of 
Asaph, also appears to be an error. Parfew and Goldwell are the only names that occur about the 
period specified. A David Poole was made bishop of Peterborough in 1557. See Godwin.—Ep. 
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Exeter; Glyn, bishop of Bangor; master Fecknam, dean of Pauls; Mary. 
Rainolds, dean of Bristol, with others. “A.D. 

The 12th of January, the vice-chancellor of Cambridge called a 1554, 
congregation general, wherein amongst other things he showed, that 
the queen would have there a mass of the Holy Ghost upon the 18th 
of February then next following, for that it was her birthday ; which 
was fulfilled the day appointed, and that very solemnly. 

On the Saturday, being the 13th of January, Dr. Crome was com- Crome 
mitted to the Fleet. Also upon the Sunday following, one master ted to tne 
Addington was committed to the Tower. Also this same Sunday F'** 
knowledge was given in the court openly by the bishop of Winchester, 
that the marriage between the queen’s majesty and the king of Spain Marriage 
was concluded; and the day following, being Monday, and the 15th queen. 
of January, the mayor with the aldermen and certain commons were 
at the court ; and there they were commanded by the lord chancellor 
to prepare the city ready to receive the said king of Spain; who 
declared unto them what a catholic, mighty, prudent, and wise prince 
the said king was, with many other commendations of him. 

On the Saturday following, being the 20th of January, the court 
of the first-fruits and tenths was dissolved. 

On the Thursday at night following, the 25th of January, the lord 
marquis of Northampton was again committed to the Tower, and sir 
Edward Warner with him; who were brought to the Tower by the 
mayor. 

On the Saturday following, being the 27th of January, justice Justice 
Hales was committed to the Marshalsea, and the same day master commit- 
Rogers was committed to Newgate. On this Saturday, and the ted; also 
Sunday and Monday following, the Londoners prepared a number of Rogers. 
soldiers (by the queen’s commandment), to go into Kent against the 
commons: whereof were chief captains the duke of Norfolk, the earl 
of Arundel,-sir Henry Jerningham, sir George Hayward, and ten 
other captains. Which soldiers when they came to Rochester-bridge, 
where they should have set upon their enemies, most of them (as it 
is said) left their own captains, and came wholly to the Kentish men; 
and so the aforesaid captains returned to the court both void of 
men and victory, leaving behind them both six pieces of ordnance, 
and treasure. 

About the latter end of January, the duke of Suffolk with his 
brethren departed from his house at Shene, and took his voyage into 
Leicestershire. After whom was sent the earl of Huntingdon to take 
him and bring him to London, who proclaimed the said duke traitor, 
by the way as he rode. 

And thus passing to the month of February, here is to be noted 
by way of story, that upon the fifteenth day of the said month, 
being Thursday, there were seen within the city of London, about 
nine of the clock in the forenoon, strange sights. There were seen Strange 
two suns both shining at once, the one a pretty good way distant seen be- 
from the other. At the same time was also seen a rainbow turned Orie, 
contrary, and a great deal higher than hath been accustomed. The of xing 
common standing of the rainbow is thus ~, but this stood thus ~, and sub- 
with the head downward, and the feet as it were upward. Both these fetigion. d 
sights were seen as well at Westminster, in Cheapside, and on the south 
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Mary. side of Pauls, as in very many other places; and that by a great 
“A.p. number of honest men. Also certain aldermen went out of the 
1554. Guildhall, to behold the sight. 

As touching the rising of master W yat; with sir William Cobham 
and others, in Kent, and their coming to London in the month of 
February; also of the queen's coming to Guildhall, and her oration 
there made; and after of the taking of the said Wyat and his com 
pany; likewise of the apprehension of the duke of Suffolk with his 
brother lord John Gray; and, the second day after, of the beheading of 
the lord Guilford and lady Jane, which was the 12th of February; and 
how the Saturday before, which was the 10th of the said month, lord 
William Howard, and sir Edward Hastings were sent for the lady 
Thelady Elizabeth ; and how on the Sunday, sir Henry Iseley, master Cul- 


Elizabetl : . . 
sont for; pepper, and master Winter were committed to the Tower, the bishop 


ebibo of Winchester the same day (being the 11th of February) preaching 
chester before the queen, and persuading her to use no mercy toward these 
eth. Kentish men, but severe execution—all which was in the month of 
February ; because most of these matters have been briefly touched 
before, or else may be found in other chronicles, I will cease to make 
any further story of them: having somewhat, notwithstanding, to 
declare touching the arraignment and death of the duke of Suffolk. 
Theduke On Saturday, the 17th of February, the duke of Suffolk was 
folk. arraigned at Westminster, and the same day condemned to die by 
his peers: the earl of Arundel was chief judge for this day. 
On the Sunday following, the 18th of February, sessions was 
kept in London, which hath not before been kept on the Sunday. 
On Monday, the 19th of February, the lord Cobham’s three sons, 
and four other men, were arraigned at Westminster: of which sons 
the youngest was condemned, whose name was Thomas, and the 
other two came not at the bar; and the other four were con- 
demned. 
Thelord On Tuesday, the 20th of February, the lord John Gray was ar- 
Gray.  raigned at Westminster, and there condemned the same day; and 
other three men, whereof one was named Nailer. 
On Wednesday, the 21st of February, the lord Thomas Gray and 
sir James Croft were brought through London to the Tower, with a 
number of horsemen. 
sit Ni- On Thursday, the 22d of February, sir Nicholas Throgmorton 
Thee was committed to the Tower. 
morton. — On Friday, the 23d of February, the duke of Suffolk was beheaded 
at the Tower-hill, the order of whose death here followeth. 


Che godly End and Death of the Duke of Suffolk beheaded at 
dome fill. 


On F'riday the 23d of February, 1554, about nine of the clock in 
weston the forenoon, the lord Henry Gray, duke of Suffolk, was brought forth of 
thes the Tower of London unto the scaffold on the Tower-hill, with a great 
ghostly company, etc.; and in his coming thither, there accompanied him 
against Dr. Weston, as his ghostly father: notwithstanding, as it should 
hedukes seem, against the will of the said duke—for when the duke went up 
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to the scaffold, the said Weston being on the left hand, pressed to Mary. 
go up with him. The duke with his hand, put him down again off 4 p. 
the stairs; and Weston, taking hold of the duke, forced him down 1554. 
likewise. And as they ascended the second time, the duke again 

put him down. 


Then Weston said, that it was the queen's pleasure he should so put back 


do. Wherewith the duke casting his hands abroad, ascended up the Wye" 


scaffold, and paused a pretty while after. And then he said : 


* Masters, I have offended the queen and her laws, and thereby am justly The goaly 
condemned to die, and am willing to die, desiring all men to be obedient. And faith aud 
I pray God that this my death may be an ensample to all men, beseeching you confes e 
all to bear me witness, that I die in the faith of Christ, trusting to be saved by duke at 
his blood only, and by noother trumpery, the which died for me, and for all them his death 
that truly repent, and steadfastly trust in him. And I do repent, desiring you 
all to pray to God for me; and that when you see my breath depart from me, 


you will pray to God that he may receive my soul.” 


And then he desired all men to forgive him, saying, that the queen 
had forgiven him. 

Then master Weston declared with a loud voice, that the queen’s 
majesty had forgiven him. With that divers of the standers-by said, 
with meetly good and audible voice: “Such forgiveness God send 
thee” (meaning Dr. Weston). Then the duke kneeled down upon 
his knees, and said the psalm, * Miserere mei Deus,” unto the end, 
holding up his hands, and looking up to heaven. And when he had rhe duke 
ended the psalm, he said, “ In manus tuas, Domine, commendo spi- Prayeth. 
ritum meum," etc. Then he arose and stood up, and delivered his 
cap and his scarf unto the executioner. 

Then the said executioner kneeled down, and asked the duke for- The auxe 
giveness. And the duke said, “God forgive thee, and I do: and preparen 
when thou dost thine office, I pray thee do it well, and bring me out 
of this world quickiy; and God have mercy to thee.” Then stood 
there a man, and said, ** My lord, how shall I do for the money that 
you do owe me?” And the duke said, * Alas, good fellow ! 1 pray 
thee trouble me not now; but go thy way to my officers." Then he 
knit a kercher about his face, and kneeled down and said, “ Our 
Father which art in heaven,” etc., unto the end. And then he said, nis ena. 
“Christ have mercy upon me ;” and laid down his head on the block, 
and the executioner took the axe, and, at the first chop, struck off his 
head, and held it up to the people, ete. 

The same day a number of prisoners had their pardon, and came 
through the city with their halters about their necks. ‘There were in 
number about two hundred.’ 

On Saturday, the 24th of February, sir William Sentlow was com- 
mitted as prisoner to the master of the horse, to be kept. ‘This sir 
William was at this time one of the lady Elizabeth's gentlemen. 

On Sunday, the 25th of February, sir John Rogers was com- 
mitted to the Tower. 

In this week, all such priests within the diocese of London as were Priests 
married, were divorced from their livings, and commanded to bring °°" 
their wives within a fortnight, that they might be likewise divorced 
from them.—This the bishop did of his own power. 


(1) The number of those were two hundred and forty, which with halters about their necks 
passed through the city to Westminster, and had their pardon. 
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mary. On the Tuesday in the same week, being the 27th of February, 
A.D, certain gentlemen of Kent were sent into Kent, to be executed 
1554, there: their names were these, the two Mantels, two Knevets, and 


Gende. Bret. With these master Rudston also, and certain others were con- 


men exe- demned, and should have been executed, but they had their pardon. 


As touching the aforesaid master Mantel the elder, here by the 
way is to be noted, that as he was led to execution, and at his first 
casting under the gallows, the rope brake. Then they would have 
had him recant the truth, and receive the sacrament of the altar (as 
they term it): and then, they said, he should have the queen's 
pardon. But master Mantel, like a worthy gentleman, refused their 
serpentine counsel, and chose rather to die, than to have life for 
dishonouring of God. 

Moreover, as touching the said master Mantel, for that he was 
reported falsely to have fallen from the constancy of his profession ; 
to clear himself thereof, and to reprove the sinister surmise of his 
recantation, he wrote this brief apology in purgation of himself, the 
copy whereof you shall hear. 


The Apology of Master Mantel the elder. 


Perceiving that already certain false reports are raised of me, concerning my 
answer in the behalf of my belief, while I was prisoner in the Tower of London, 
and considering how sore a matter it is to be an occasion of offence to any of 
those little ones that believe in Christ: I have thought it the duty of a christian 
man, as near as I can (with the truth), to take away this offence. It pleased 

Bourn the queen's majesty to send unto me master doctor Bourn, unto whom at the 

sent to first meeting I acknowledged my faith in all points to agree with the four 

an" creeds, that is, the common creed, the creed of Nicene, “ Quicunque vult,” and 
“Te Deum laudamus.” 

Further, as concerning confession and penance, I declare that I could be 
content to show unto any learned minister of Christ’s church, any thing that 
troubled my conscience; and of such a man I would most willingly hear abso- 
lution pronounced. 

Mantel Touching the sacrament of the altar (as he termed it), I said that I believed 
opposed _ Christ to be there present as the Holy Ghost meant, when these words were 
crament. written, ‘ Hoc est corpus meum." 

Further, when this would not satisfy, I desired him to consider, that I was 
a condemned man to die by a law, and that it was more meet for me to seek a 
readiness and preparation to death. And insomuch as I dissented not from 
him in any article of the christian faith necessary to salvation, I desired him, 
for God’s suke, no more to trouble me with such matters, as which to believe, 
is neither salvation; nor not to believe, damnation. e answered, that if I 
dissented but in the least matter from the catholic church, my soul was in great 
danger; therefore much more in this great matter—alleging this text! “ He 
that offendeth in the least of these, is guilty of them all." Yea, quoth L? ^ It 
is true of these commandments of God.” To this I desired him to consider, it 
was not my matter, nor could I in these matters keep disputation, nor minded 
so todo. And therefore, to take these few words for a full answer, that I not 
only in the matter of the sacrament, but also in all other matters of religion, 
believe as the holy catholic church of Christ (grounded upon the prophets and 


The apostles) believeth. But upon this word “church” we agreed not; for I took 
church. exception at the antichristian, popish church. 

Bourn Then fell we in talk of the mass, wherein we agreed not; for I, both for the 
an an- 


tel dis ^ Occasion of idolatry, and also the clear subversion of Christ's institution, thought 
agree in it nought; and he, è contra, upon certain considerations supposed it good. I 
the mass. found fault that it was accounted a sacrifice propitiatory for sin, and at certain 


(1) “ Qui offenderit in minimo, factus est reus omnium." Matt. v. 
(2) “ Verum ex hisce mandatis." James ii. 
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other applications ofit. But he said, that it was not a propitiatory sacrifice for Afary, 
sin (for the death of Christ only was that sacrifice), and this but a commemora- ~= 
tion of the same. “ Then, if ye think so (certain blasphemous collects left out), A.D. 
I could be content (were it not for offending my poor brethren that believe in 1991. 
Christ, which know not so much) to hear your mass." “ See,” quoth he, “how 

vain glory toucheth you." “Not so, sir,” quoth I, “I am not now, I thank 

God, in case te be vain-glorious.” 

Then I found further fault with it, that it was not a communion. “ Yea,” Bourn 
saith he, “ one priest saying mass here, and another there, and the third in maketh 
another place, etc., is a communion.” * This agreeth scarcely with these words 138 mass 
of Paul,” said L! “ Ye come not after a better manner, but after a worse.” munion. 
“ Yea, andit is a communion too,” said he, ** when they come together. Now 
draweth on the time," quoth he, “ that I must depart from you to the court, to 
say mass before the queen, and must signify unto her, in what case I find you, 
and methinks I find you sore seduced.” Then I said, * I pray you report the 
best: for I trust you find me not obstinate.” ‘“ What shall I say? are ye con- 
tent to hear mass, and to receive the sacrament in the mass?” “I beseech 
you,” said I, “ signify unto her majesty, that I am neither obstinate nor stubborn ; Mantel 
for time and persuasion may alter me, but as yet my conscience is such, that I neither 
can neither hear mass, nor receive the sacrament after that sort."— Thus, after obstinate 
certain requests made to the queen’s majesty concerning other matters, he de- stubborn. 

arted, 

P The next day he came to me again, and brought with him St. Cyprian's 
works; for so I had required him to do the day before, because I would see his 
sermon “ De Mortalitate." He had in this book turned and interlined certain 
places, both concerning the church and the sacrament, which he willed 
me to read. I read as much as my time would serve, and at his next coming 
I seid, that I was wholly of Cyprian's mind in the matter of the sacrament. 
Dr. Weston and Dr. Mallet .came after to me, whom I answered much after 
that sort as I did the other. Dr. Weston brought in the place of St. Cyprian, 
* Panis iste non effigie sed natura mutatus," etc. I asked of him how 
“natura” was taken in the Convocation-house, in the disputation upon the 
place of Theodoret. 

To be short, Dr. Bourn came often unto me, and I always said unto him, 
that I was not minded, nor able to dispute in matters of religion: but I be- 
lieved as the holy catholic church of Christ, grounded upon the prophets and 
apostles, doth believe: and namely in the matter of the sacrament, as the holy 
fathers, St. Cyprian and St. Augustine do write and believed. And this answer, 
and none other, they had of me in effect: what words soever have been spread Mantel 
abroad of me, that-I should be conformable to all things, etc. The truth is, I ponstant 
never heard mass, nor received the sacrament during the time of my imprison- religion. 
ment. 

One time he willed me to be confessed. I said, “I am content.” We 
kneeled down to pray together in a window. I began without “ Benedicite,” 
desiring him not to look, at my hand, for any superstitious particular enume- 
ration of my sins. Therewith he was called away to the council; et ego libe- 
ratus, Thus much I bare only for my life, as God knoweth. Ifin this I have 
offended any Christian, from the bottom of my heart I ask them forgiveness. 

I trust God hath forgiven me, who knoweth that I durst never deny him before 
men, lest he should deny me before his heavenly Father. i 

Thus I have left behind me, written with mine own hand, the effect of all 
the talk, especially of the worst that ever I granted unto, to the uttermost I 
can remember, as God knoweth. Ali the whole communication I have not 
written; for it were both too long, and too foolish, so to do. Now I beseech 
the living God, which hath received me to his mercy, and brought to pass that 
I die steadfast and undefiled in his truth, at utter defiance and detestation of all 
papistical and antichristian doctrine—I beseech him (I say) to keep and defend 
all his chosen, for his name's sake, from the tyranny of the. bishop of Rome 
(that Antichrist), and from the assault of all his satellites. God's indignation is 
known: he will try and prove who be his. Amend your lives. Deny not 
Christ before men, lest he deny you before his heavenly Father. Fear not to 
lose your lives for him; for ye shall find them again. God hold his merciful 


(1) * Non in melius, sed in deterius convenitis.” 1 Cor. x. 
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THE LADY ELIZABETH BROUGHT TO THE TOWER. 


hand over this realm, and avert the plagues imminent from the same! God 
save the queen, and send her knowledge in his truth, Amen! Pray, pray, pray, 
ye Christians, and comfort yourselves with the Scriptures. 
Written the 2d of March, anno 1554, by me Walter Mantel, prisoner, 
whom both God and the world have forgiven his offences. Amen. 


And thus much concerning the purgation of master Walter Mantel, 
who, if he had consented unto the queen, what time she sent Dr. 
Bourn unto him to deny his faith, it is not otherwise to be thought, 
but he had had his pardon, and escaped with life. 

On Saturday, the 8d of March, Sir Gawen Carew, and master 
Gibbs were brought through London to the Tower with a company 
of horsemén. 

In London, the "th of March! every householder was commanded 
to appear before the alderman of his ward, and there were com- 
manded, that they, their wives and servants, should prepare them- 
selves to shrift, and receive the sacrament at Easter ; and that neither 
they, nor any of them, should depart out of the city, until Easter 
was past. 

On the Sunday following? being the 18th of March, the lady Eliza- 
beth, of whom mention was made before, the queen's sister, was 
brought to the Tower. 

On Easter even, being the 24th of March, the lord marquis of 
Northampton, the lord Cobham, and sir William Cobham, were 
delivered out of the Tower. 

The 25th day (being Easter-day), in the morning, at St. Pan- 
cras in Cheap, the crucifix with the pix were taken out of the 
sepulchre, before the priest rose to the resurrection: so that when, 
after his accustomed manner, he put his hand into the sepulchre, and 
said very devoutly, * surrexit ; non est hic,"—he found his words true, 
for he was not there indeed. Whereupon, being half dismayed, they 
consulted amongst themselves whom they thought to be likeliest to 
do this thing. In which debatement they remembered one Marsh, 
who, a little before, had been put from that parsonage because he was 
married, to whose charge they laid it. But when they could not 
prove it, being brought before the mayor, they then burdened him 
to have kept company with his wife, since that they were by com- 
mandment divorced. Whereto he answered, “that he thought the 
queen had done him wrong, to take from him both his living and his 
wife :"— which words were then noted, and taken very grievously, and 
he and his wife were both committed to several compters, notwith- 
standing that he had been very sick. 

The 8th of April, there was a cat hanged upon a gallows at 
the cross in Cheap, apparelled like a priest ready to say mass, with 
a shaven crown. Her two fore-feet were tied over her head, with a 
round paper like a wafer-cake put between them : whereon arose great 
evil-will against the city of London ; for the queen and the bishops 
were very angry withal. And therefore the same afternoon there was 
a proclamation, that whosoever could bring forth the party that did 
hang up the cat, should have twenty nobles, which reward was after- 
wards increased to twenty marks ; but none could or would earn it. 

As touching the first occasion of setting up this gallows in Cheap- 
side, here is to be understood, that after the sermon of the bishop of 

(1) See the Appendix.—Ep. (2) Ibid. 
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Winchester (above mentioned), made before the queen for the strait Mary. 
execution of Wyat’s soldiers; immediately upon the same, the 13th 4 D. 
of February, were set wp a great number of gallowses in divers places 1554. 
of the city; namely, two in Cheapside, one at Leadenhall, one at z,. 
Billingsgate, one at St. Magnus church, one in Smithfield, one in ber and 
Fleet-street, four in Southwark, one at Aldgate, one at Bishopsgate, ofthe gal- 
one at Aldersgate, one at Newgate, one at Ludgate, one at St. is 
James's-park-corner, one at Cripplegate: all which gibbets and gal- sty of 
lowses, to the number of twenty, there remained for terror of others, ` 
from the 18th of February till the 4th of June; and then, at the 
coming in of king Philip, were taken down. 

The 11th of April was sir Thomas Wyat beheaded and quartered wyaes 
at the Tower-hill, where he uttered these words touching the lady (outing 
Elizabeth, and the earl of Devonshire. “ Concerning,” said he, lat Eti- 
“ what I have said of others in my examination, to charge any others f 
as partakers of my doings, I accuse neither my lady Elizabeth's grace, 
nor my lord of Devonshire. I cannot accuse them, neither am I able 
to say, that to my knowledge they knew anything of my rising." And 
when Dr. Weston told him, that his confession was otherwise before 
the council, he answered : “ That which I said then, I said; but that 
which I say now, is true !" 

On Tuesday, the 17th of April, sir James Croft and master Win- cot, 
ter were brought to the Guildhall, with whom also, the same time, Wirte 
and to the same place, was brought sir Nicholas Throgmorton, and Throg- 
there arraigned of treason, for that he was suspected to be of the ' 
conspiracy with the duke of Suffolk and the rest, against the queen : 
where he so learnedly and wisely behaved himself (as well in clearing 
his own case, as also in opening such laws of the realm as were then 
alleged against him), that the quest which was charged with this 
matter, could not in conscience but find him “ not guilty :” for the 
which, the said twelve persons of the quest, being also substantial men Thequest 
of the city, were bound in the sum of five hundred pounds apiece to frowned 


for sir 
appear before the queen's council at a day appointed ; there to an- Nicholas 


swer such things as should be laid against them for his acquittal. morion. 
This quest appeared accordingly before the council in the Star- 
chamber on Wednesday, being the 25th of April, and St. Mark’s 

day. From whence, after certain questioning, they were committed 

to prison: Emanuel Lucas and Thomas Whetstone were committed 

to the Tower, and the other ten to the Fleet. 

As concerning the condemnation of Thomas archbishop of Canter- 
bury, of doctor Ridley, and master Latimer, which was the 20th of 
this month of April, and also of their disputations, because we have 
said enough before, it shall not need now to bestow any further 
rehearsal thereof. 

The Friday next following after the condemnation of them (the Loratho 
27th of April), lord Thomas Gray, the late duke of Suffolk's brother, behead” 
was beheaded at Tower-hill. ed. 

On Saturday, the 28th of April! sir James Croft and master Win- 
ter were again brought to the Guildhall, where sir James Croft was 
arraigned and condemned ; and because the day was far spent, master 
Winter was not arraigned. 


(1) Stow says April 29.—Ep. 
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Mary On Thursday, the 17th of May,' William Thomas was ar- 
A.D. raigned at the Guildhall, and there the same day condemned, who, 
1554, the next day after, was hanged, drawn, and quartered. His accusa- 
Wiliam tion was, for conspiring the queen’s death : which how true it was, I 
Thomas have not to say. ‘This is certain, that he made a right godly end, 
demned. and wrote many fruitful exhortations, letters, and sonnets, m the 
prison before his death. 
In the month of May it was given out, and bruited abroad, that a 
Adispu- solemn disputation should be holden at Cambridge (as ye heard before 


tendedto in master Ridley’s letter, p. 536), between master Bradford, master 
be had at Saunders, master Rogers, and others of that side, and the doctors of 
bridge, both the universities on theother side, like as had been in Oxford before, 
as you have heard. Whereupon the godly preachers who were in 
prison, having word thereof, albeit they were destitute of their books, 
neither were ignorant of the purpose of the adversaries, and how the 
cause was prejudiced before; also how the disputations were con- 
Tae  fusedly handled at Oxford: nevertheless, they thought not to refuse 
preacne the offer of disputation, so that they might be quietly and indiffe- 
nenat rently heard. And therefore, wisely pondering the matter with 
before in- themselves, by a public consent they directed out of prison a decla- 
fideo ration of their mind by writing, the 8th of May. Wherein first, as 
touching the disputation, although they knew that they should do no 
good, where all things were so predetermined before ; yet, nevertheless, 
they would not deny to dispute, so that the disputation might be 
either before the queen, or before the council, or before the parlia- 
ment-houses, or else if they might dispute by writing : for else, if the 
matter were brought to the doctors’ handling in their own schools, 
they had sufficient proof, they said, by the experience of Oxford, 
what little good would be done at Cambridge. And so consequently 
declaring the faith and doctrine of their religion, and exhorting the 
people withal to submit themselves with all patience and humility, 
either to the will or punishment of the higher powers, they appealed 
in the end from them to be their judges in this behalf ; and so ended 
their protestation, the copy and contents whereof I thought not unfit 
here to þe inserted. 


A Copy of a certain Declaration drawn and sent abroad out of Prison 
by Master Bradford, Master Saunders, and divers other godly 
Preachers, concerning their Disputation, and Doctrine of their 
Religion, as followeth : 


Because we hear that it is determined of the magistrates, and such as be in 

authority, especially of the clergy, to send us speedily out of the prisons of the 

King’s Bench, the Fleet, the Marshalsea, and Newgate, where at this present 

we are, and of long time some of us have been, not as rebels, traitors, seditious 

persons, thieves, or transgressors of any laws of this realm, inhibitions, procla- 
mations, or commandments of the queen's highness, or of any of the council's 

(God's name be praised therefore), but alonely for the conscience we have to 

God, and his most holy word and truth, upon most certain knowledge : —because, 

Talk of A we say, we hear that it is determined, we shall be sent to one of the univer- 
Das sities of Cambridge or Oxford, there to dispute with such as are appointed in 
tion to be that behalf: in that we purpose not to dispute otherwise than by writing, except 
had at it. may be before the queen's highness and her council, or before the parliament- 
bridge. houses; and therefore perchance it will be bruited abroad, that we are not able 


(1) Stow says he was condemned on the 9th of May.— E». 
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to maintain by the truth of. God's word, and the consent. of the true and catholic Mary. 
church of Christ, the doctrine we have generally and severally taught, and some 77 
of us have written and set forth ; through which the godly and simple may be A.D. 
offended, and somewhat weakened : we have thought it our bounden duty now, 1554. 
while we may, by writing to publish and notify tbe causes why we will not dis- 
pute otherwise than is abovesaid, to prevent the offences which might come 
thereby :— 

Fire, Because it is evidently known unto the whole world; that the deter- why they 
minations of both the universities in matters of religion, especially wherein we will not 
should dispute, are directly against God's word, yea, against their own deter- dispute n- 
minations in the time of our late sovereign lord and most godly prince, king diferent 
Edward: and further it is known they be our open enemies, and have already Judges. 
condemned our causes, before any disputation had of the same. 

Secondly, Because the prelates and clergy do not seek either us or the verity, 
but our destruction and their glory. For if they had sought us (as charity 
requireth), then would they have called us forth hereabouts tofore their laws 
were so made, that frankly and without peril we might have spoken our con- 
sciences. Again, if they had sought for the verity, they would not have con- Neither 
cluded of controversies before they had been disputed ; so thatit easily appeareth, charity 
that they seek their own glory and our destruction, and not us and the verity: Dour” 
and therefore we have good cause to refuse disputation, as a thing which shall for. 
not further prevail than to the setting forth of their glory, and the suppression 
of the verity. 

Thirdly, Because the censors and judges (as we hear who they be) are mani- The 
fest enemies to the truth, and that which worse is, obstinate enemies, before Judges 4 
whom pearls are not to be cast, by the commandment of our Saviour Jesus Enemies 
Christ, and by his own example. That they be such, their doings of late at against 
Oxford, and in the Convocation-house in October last past, do most evidently ° truth. 
declare. 

Fourthly, Because some of us have been in prison these eight or nine months, Booksne- 
where we have had no books, no paper, no pen, no ink, or convenient place for cessary 
study, we think we should do evil thus suddenly to descend into disputation for dispu- 
with them, who may allege, as they list, the fathers and their testimonies ; because 
our memories have not that which we have read so readily, as to reprove, when 
they shall report and wrest the authors to their purpose, or to bring forth that 
we may have there for our advantage. 

Fifthly, Because in disputation we shall not be permitted to prosecute our Example 
arguments, but be stopt when we should speak; one saying this, another that, of the dis- 
the third his mind, ete. As was done to the godly learned fathers, especially on 
Dr. Ridley at Oxford, who could not be permitted to declare his mind and ford. 
meaning of the propositions, and had oftentimes half a dozen at once speaking 
against him, always letting him to prosecute his argument, and to answer 
accordingly: we will not speak of the hissing, scoffing and taunting, which 
wonderfully then was used. If on this sort, and much worse, they handled these 
fathers, much more will they be shamelessly bold with us, if we should enter 
into disputation with them. 

Sixthly, Because the notaries, that shall receive and write the disputations, 
shall be of their appointment, and such as either do not or dare not favour the 
truth, and therefore must write either to please them, or else they themselves 
(the censors and judges we mean) at their pleasure will put to, and take from, 
that which is written by the notaries; who cannot, or must not, have in their Notaries 
custody that which they write, longer than the disputation endureth; as their fon goif- 
doings at Oxford declare. No copy nor scroll could any man have, by their 
good will: for the censors and judges will have all delivered into their hands. 

Yea, if any man was seen there to write, as the report is, the same man was sent 
for, and his writings taken from him: so must the disputation serve only for 
the glory, not of God, but of the enemies of his truth. 

For these. causes we all think it so necessary not to dispute with them, as, 1f 
we did dispute, we should do that which they desire and purposely seek, to pro- 
mote the kingdom of Antichrist, and to suppress (as much as may be) the truth, 

We will not speak of the offence that might come to the godly, when they 
should hear, by the report of our enemies, our answers and arguments framed 
(you may be sure) for their fantasies, to the slandering of the verity. 
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Therefore we publish, and by this writing notify, unto the whole congrega- 
tion and church of England, that for these aforesaid causes we will not dispute 
with them, otherwise than with the pen, unless it be before the queen’s highness 
and her council, or before the houses of the parliament, as is abovesaid. If 
they will write, we will answer, and by writing confirm and prove out of the 
infallible verity, even the very word of God, and by the testimony of the good 
and most ancient fathers in Christ's church, this our faith and every piece 
thereof, which hereafter we, in a sum, do write and send abroad purposely, that 
our good brethren and sisters in the Lord may know it. And, to seal up the 
same, we are ready, through God's help and grace, to give our lives to the halter 
or fire; or otherwise, as God shall appoint: humbly requiring, and in the bowels 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ beseeching, all that fear God, to behave themselves 
as obedient subjects to the queen's highness and the superior powers, which are 
ordained of God under her; rather, after our example, to give their heads to 
the block, than in any point to rebel, or once to mutter against the Lord's 
anointed; we mean our sovereign lady queen Mary: into whose heart we be- 
seech the Lord of mercy plentifully to pour the wisdom and grace of his holy 
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen! 

First, We confess and believe all the canonical books of the Old Testament, 
and all the books of the New Testament, to be the very true word of God, and 
to be written by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and are therefore to be heard 
accordingly, as the judge in all controversies and matters of religion. 

Secondly, We confess and believe, that the catholic church, which is the spouse 
of Christ, as a most obedient and loving wife, doth embrace and follow the doc- 
trine of these books in all matters of religion; and therefore is she to be heard 
accordingly: so that those who will not hear this church thus following and 
obeying the word of her husband, we account as heretics and schismatics, 
according to this saying, “ If he will not hear the church, let him be to thee as 
a heathen.” 

Thirdly, We believe and confess all the articles of faith and doctrine set forth 
in the symbol of the apostles, which we commonly call the creed, and in the 
symbols of the councils of Nice, kept a.n. 324 ;1 of Constantinople, a.p. 384 ;? 
of Ephesus, kept a.p. 432;* of Chalcedon, kept a.p. 454 ;* of Toledo, the first 
and fourth. Also in the symbols of Athanasius, Irenæus, Tertullian, and of 
Damasus (who was about the year of our Lord 376) we confess and believe (we 
say) the doctrine of the symbols generally and particularly; so that whosoever 
doth otherwise, we hold the same to err from the truth. 

Fourthly, We believe and confess concerning justification, that as it cometh 
only from God’s mercy through Christ, so it is perceived and had of none 
which be of years of discretion, otherwise than by faith only: which faith is 
not an opinion, but a certain persuasion wrought by the Holy Ghost in the 
mind and heart of man, through whom as the mind is illuminated, so the heart 
is suppled to submit itself to the will of God unfeignedly ; and so showeth forth 
an inherent righteousness, which is to be discerned, inthe article of justification, 
from the righteousness which God endueth us withal, justifying us; although 
inseparably they go together. And this we do, not for curiosity or contention's 
sake, but for conscience’ sake, that it might be quiet; which it can never be, 
if we confound without distinction forgiveness of sins, and Christ’s justice im- 
puted to us, with regeneration and inherent righteousness. By this we disallow 
the papistical doctrine of free-will, of works of supererogation, of merits, of the 
necessity of auricular confession, and satisfaction to God-ward. 

Fifthly, We confess and believe concerning the exterior service of God, that 
it ought to be according to the word of God: and therefore, in the congregation, 
all things public ought to be done in such a tongue as may be most to edify ; 
and not in Latin, where the people understand not the same. 

Sixthly, We confess and believe that God only by Christ Jesus is to be 
prayed unto and called upon; and therefore we disallow invocation or prayer 
to saints departed this life. 

Seventhly, We confess and believe, that as a man departeth this life, so shall 
he be judged in the last day generally, and in the mean season is entered either 
into the state of the blessed for ever, or damned for ever; and therefore is 
either past all help, or else needs no help of any in this life. By reason whereof 


(1) A.D. 325,—Ep. (2) A.D: 353. — Ep. (3) A.D. 431. —Ep. (4) A.D. 451.—En. 
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we affirm purgatory, masses of ** Scala cœli,” trentals, and such suffrages as the Mary. 
popish church doth obtrude as necessary, to be the doctrine of Antichrist. 

Eighthly, We confess and believe the sacraments of Christ, which ve baptism 
and the Lord’s supper, that they ought to be ministered according to the insti- 54. 
tution of Christ, concerning the substantial parts of them : and that they be no 
longer sacraments, than they be had in use, and used to the end for which 
they were instituted. 

And here we plainly confess, that the mutilation of the Lord's supper, and Against 
the subtraction of the one kind from the lay people, is antichristian. And so is fansub- 
the doctrine of transubstantiation of the sacramental bread and wine after the tion, and 
words of consecration, as they be called. Item, the adoration of the sacrament adoration 
with honour due unto God.  [Item,] the reservation and carrying about of the of the sa- 
same. Item, the mass to be a propitiatory sacrifice for the quick and dead, or 
a work that pleaseth God. 

All these we believe and confess to be Antichrist’s doctrine: as is the inhi- Inhibi- 
bition of marriage as unlawful to any state. And we doubt not, by God’s grace, atp 
but we shall be able to prove all our confessions here to be most true by the marriage 
verity of God’s word, and consent of the catholic church, which followeth, and antichris- 
hath followed, the governance of God's Spirit, and the judgment of his word. i 

And this, through the Lord's help, we will do, either in disputation by word, 
before the queen's highness and her council, or before the parliament-houses, 
of whom we doubt not but to be indifferently heard, or else with our pens, 
whensoever we shall be thereto, by them that have authority, required and 
commanded. 

Jn the mean season, as obedient subjects, we shall behave ourselves towards 
all that be in authority, and not cease to pray to God for them, that he would 
govern them all, generally and particularly, with the Spirit of wisdom and 
grace. And so we heartily desire, and humbly pray all men to do, in no point Exhorta- 
consenting to any kind of rebellion or sedition against our sovereign lady the Hon 
queen's highness: but where they cannot obey, but they must disobey God, abel on. 
there to submit themselves with all patience and humility to suffer as the will 
and pleasure of the higher powers shall adjudge: as we are ready, through the 
goodness of the Lord, to suffer whatsoever they shall adjudge us unto, rather 
than we will consent to any doctrine contrary to this which we here confess; 
unless we shall be justly convinced thereof, either by writing or by word, before 
such judges as the queen’s highness and her council, or the parliament-houses 
shall appoint. For the universities and clergy have condemned our causes The big- 
already by the bigger, but not by the better part, without all disputation of the ger part 
same : and therefore most justly we may, and do, appeal from them to be our te bet- 
judges in this behalf, except it may be in writing; that to all men the matter ter. 
may appear. The Lord of mercy endue us all with the Spirit of his truth and 
grace of perseverance therein unto the end! Amen. 

The 8th day of May, a.n. 1554. 


Robert St. David's; alias Glouc. Episcopus; alias 
Robert Ferrar. John Hooper. 

Rowland Taylor. Edward Crome. 

John Philpot. John Rogers. 

John Bradford. Laurence Saunders. 

John, Wigorn. et Edmund Laurence. 


. J. P., and T. M. 
To these things abovesaid do I, Miles Coverdale, late of Exon, consent and agree 
with these inine afflicted brethren being prisoners (with mine own hand). 


And thus much concerning this present declaration subscribed by 
these preachers; which was on the 8th of May. 

Furthermore, the 19th of the said month, the lady Elizabeth, jay xii. 
sister to the queen, was brought out of the Tower, and committed to zabeth.- 
the custody of sir John Williams, after lord Williams of Thame; of Wiliams. 
whom her highness was gently and courteously entreated ; who after- 
ward was had to Woodstock, and there committed to the keeping of s Henry 


sir Henry Benifield knight, of Oxborough in Norfolk ; who, on the Benifela. 
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Mary. other side, both forgetting her estate, and his own duty (as, it is 
“A.D. reported), showed himself more hard and strait unto her, than either 
1544. cause was given of her part, or reason of his own part would have led 
him, if either grace or wisdom in him might have seen before, what 
danger afterward might have ensued thereof. *But? herein have we 
to see and note, not so much the uncivil nature and disposition of 
that man, as the singular lenity and gracious mansuetude of that 
princess, who, after coming to her crown, showed herself so far from 
revenge of injuries taken, that whereas other monarchs have often- 
Arare times requited less offences with loss of life, she hath scarce impaired 
example any piece of his liberty or estimation, save only that he was restrained 
princely from coming to the court. And whereas some, peradventure, of her 
clemency estate would here have used the bloody sword, her majesty was con- 
tented with scarce a nipping word; only bidding him to repair 
home, and saying, * If we have any prisoner, whom we would have 
sharply and straitly kept, then we will send for you." 

"This virtuous and noble lady, in what fear she was the mean time, 
and in what peril greater than her fear, the Lord only best doth 
know: and, next, it is not unknown to herself, to whose secret intel- 
ligence I leave this matter further to be considered. This I may 
say, which every man may see; that it was not without a singular 
miracle of God that she could or did escape, in such a multitude of 
enemies, and grudge of minds so greatly exasperated against her; 
especially of Stephen Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, whose head 
and devices were chiefly bent, as a bow, against that only person, to 
make her away: and no doubt would have brought it by some 
means to pass, had not the Lord prevented him with death ; to pre- 
serve her life, to the preservation of this realm. Wherefore that is 
false which Dr. Story said in the parliament-house, lamenting, as I 
heard say, “that when they went so much about the branches, they 
had not shot at the root herself.” For why? They neither lacked 
their darts, nor no good will, to shoot at the root, all they possibly 
might; but, what God’s providence will have kept, it shall be kept, 
when all Dr. Stories have shot out all their artillery in vain. But of 
this matter it is sufficient at this present, * whereof we have to entreat 
more at large (the Lord willing) hereafter, in the story and life of 
queen Elizabeth. 

King On the Friday following, being the 20th of July,? and St. Mar- 

rnin garet’s day, the prince of Spain landed at Southampton. The prince 

ats South- himself was the first that landed ; who, immediately as he set foot 
upon the land, drew out his sword, and carrjed it naked in his hand 
& good pretty way. 

The keys Then met him, a little without the town, the mayor of Southamp- 

ampion ton with certain commoners, who delivered the keys of the town unto 

delivered the prince, who removed his sword (naked as it was) out of his right 
into his left hand, and so received the keys of the mayor without any 
word speaking, or countenance of thankfulness; and after a while 
delivered the keys to the mayor again. At the town-gate met him 
the earl of Arundel and the lord Williams, and so he was brought to 
his lodging. ; 

On the Wednesday following, being St. James's day, and the 25th 


(1) See Ed 1563, p. 1004.—Ep. (2) Stow says July 19. See Appendix, —E»n. 
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of July, Philip prince of Spain, and Mary queen of England were Mary. 

mafried together solemnly in the cathedral church at Winchester, by 4 p. 

the bishop of Winchester, in the presence of a great number of 1554. 

noblemen of both the realms. At the time of this marriage, the Marriage 
emperor's ambassador being present, openly pronounced, that in con- between 

sideration of that marriage the emperor had granted and given unto ana ° 


his son the kingdom of Naples, etc. 

Whereupon, the first day of August following, there was a procla- 
mation, that from that time forth the style of all manner of writings 
should be altered, and this following should be used. 


Philip and Mary, by the grace of God, king and queen of England, France, 
Naples, Jerusalem, and Ireland; defenders of the faith; princes of Spain and 
Sicily ; archdukes of Austria ; dukes of Milan, Burgundy, and Brabant; counts 
of Hapsburg, Flanders, and Tyrol. 


Of this marriage as the papists chiefly seemed. to be very glad, so 
divers of them, after divers studies, to show forth their inward affec- 
tions, made interludes and pageants: some drew forth genealogies, 
deriving his pedigree from Edward the Third, and John of Gaunt; 
some made verses. Amongst all other, master White, then bishop 
of Lincoln (his poetical vein being *dronken* with joy of the marriage) 
spewed out certain verses: the copy whereof we have here inserted. 


Philippi et Mariæ Genealogia, qua ambo Principes ex Johanne de 
Gandavo, Edwardi Tertii, Anglie, Francieque Regis, filio, 
descendisse ostenduntur; Whito Lincolniensi Authore. 


Tile parens regum Gandava ex urbe Johannes 
Somersetensem comitem profert Johannem : 
Somersetensis venit hoc patre dux Johannes, 
Qui Margaretam Richmundi habuit comitissam. 
Hzc dedit Henricum, qui regni Septimus hujus 
Henrico Octavo solium regale reliquit. 

Hoc patre propitio et fausto quasi sidere nata, 
Jure tenes sacram teneasque, Maria, coronam. 


Verses of Master John White, Bishop of Lincoln, concerning the 
Marriage of Philip and Mary. 


Nubat ut Angla Anglo, regina Maria Philippo, 
Inque suum fontem regia stirps redeat, 

Noluit humani generis dæmon vetus hostis ; 
Sed Deus, Anglorum provida spes, voluit. 

Nollet Scotus inops, timidusque al prelia Gallus : 
Cæsar, et Italia, et Flandria tota volet. 

Noluit haereticus, stirps Caiphz, pontificum grex; 
Pontificum sed grex catholicus voluit. 

Octo uxorati patres in daemone nollent: 
Quinque catenati pro pietate volent. 

Noluit Johannes Dudley Northumbrius ursus ; 
Sed fidum regni concilium voluit. 

Noluit ætatis nostrae Catilina Viatus ; 
Sed proceres et plebs et pia turba volet. 

Nollet Graius dux, et Cantia turba rebellans : 
Nos, quoniam Dominus sic voluit, volumus. 

Clarior effectus repetat sua limina sanguis, 
Cum sit Philippo juncta Maria viro. 


Mary. 
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Mary. 


A.D. Answer by the Bishop of Norwich! to the Bishop of Lincoln. 


1554. Externo nubat Maria ut regina Philippo, 
Ut sint pulsa suis sceptra Britanna locis, 

Vult dæmon generis nostri antiquissimus hostis; 
Anglorum non vult anchora sola Deus. 

Nolunt hoc Galli, nolunt Scoti armipotentes; 
Vult Cæsar, Flandrus, vult Italus Golias. 

Vult grex pontificum, stirps Caiphz, turba bicornis ; 
Non vult sanctorum sed pia turba patrum. 

Nolunt octo, quibus sunt vincla jugalia cure ; 
Quinque catenati daemonis arte volunt. 

Hoc neque tu prorsus, Dudlæe animose, volebas: 
Invitum regni consilium voluit. 

Dedecus hoc non vult fortissimus ille Viatus: 
Invitus populus sic, proceresque, volent. 

Vos vultis, quoniam semper mala cuncta voletis : 
Non vult Graius dux, nec pia turba volet. 

Quot tulit Hispanus rex ergo commoda secum, 
Reginze socias cum dedit ille manus? 


Another Answer by the said Author. 


Hispano nubat Maria ut regina Philippo, 
Extirpetur stirps ut quoque nobilium, 
Vult pater id vester disturbans omnia demon: 
Non vult Anglorum sed pater altitonans. 
Non vult bellipotens Gallus, non vult Scotus acer: 
Vult Cesar, Flandrus, Papicoleque volunt. 
Grex mitratorum vult, Caiphze ipsa propago: 
Non vultis sanctorum sed pius ordo patrum 
Nolunt octo, pios qui jure colunt hymenzos: 
Quinque catenati pro impietate volunt. 
Dudlzus minimé voluit, Northumbrius, heros: 
Cui sua perchara est patria, nemo volet. 
Libertatis amans non vult bonus ille Viatus, 
Non proceres, non plebs, nec pia turba volet. 
Vos vultis, pietas qui vultis ut exulet omnis : 
Non Graius, sed nec Cantia turba volet. 
Ergo magis clarus qui sit (rogo) sanguis avitus, 
Quando jugali sit junctus uterque thoro? 


Other Verses answering to Bishop White, made by J. C. 


Quamlibet Anglorum stirps ementita Philippo, 
Et Maria Hispaná de genetrice fuit. 
Ut tamen Hispano confusi sanguinis Angla 
Nuberet in gentis dedecus atque patris, 
Noluit Anglorum prisce virtutis amator: 
Sed Deus in nostram perniciem voluit. 
Noluit in nostram nisi conspirata salutem 
Turba: quid ad nos si gens inimica volet? 
Pontifices fatis quasi Caiphas, omina dantes 
Nolebant: at grex catholicus voluit. 
Elegére pii connubia talia nolle: 
Velle quidem demens hzresis illa fuit. 
Consilium multo praestantius octo mariti 
Quinque cathenatis ob malefacta dabant. 
Noluit hos jungit halamos Northumbrius heros. 
O consultores, qui voluere, malos ! 


(1) Dr. John Parkhurst, afterward made bishop of Norwich, a.n. 1569. --ED. 
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Noluit haud zquo confligens Marte Viatus : Mary. 
Solaque que voluit, turba papalis erat. 

Nolebat Graius, neque terra Britanna volebat: A.D. 
Nos, quoniam Dominus sic voluit, tulimus. 1554. 


Sed tulimus pariter fata infelicia: quando 
Infelix Maria est nupta, Philippe, tibi. 


Other Verses answering likewise. 


Nubat ut Hispano regina Maria Philippo 

Dic age, White, mihi, quos voluisse vides? 
Noluit ant voluit quid inanis turba, refert nil. 

Velle et nolle Dei est: quid volet ille, refert. 
Hoc quoniam voluit (inquis) Dominus, voluistis : 

Quid voluit, quoniam nescis inepte, scias. 
Scilicet hoc voluit, vates ut vanus et augur, 

Et mendax Whitus pseudopropheta foret. 
Regi non regi nupsit, non nupserat; Angla est, 

Non Angla est; gravida est, non gravida est, gravis est. 
Parturit atque parit, sic vos voluistis ovantes, 

Nil tamen illa parit: hoc voluit Dominus. 
Duxerat ad paucos menses, mox deserit idem : 

Sponsa est, mox vidua est: hoc voluit Dominus. 
Irrita frustrentur semper sic vota malorum, 

Perniciem patrie qui voluere sue. 

Sit nomen Domini benedictum ! 


After the consummation of this marriage, they both removed from xing 
Winchester to sundry other places, and by easy journeys came to Php 


cometh to 
Windsor-castle, where he was installed in the order of the garter, on Windsor. 
Sunday the 12th of August At which time a herald took down of Eng- 


the arms of England at Windsor, and in the place of them would in 


have set up the arms of Spain, but he was commanded to set them dorm... 
up again by certain lords. From thence they both removed to of Spain 
Richmond, and from thence by water came to London, and landed Philip 
at the bishop of Winchester’s house, through which they passed, cometh to 
both, into Southwark-park, and so to Southwark-house called Suffolk- m 
place, where they lay that night, being the 17th of August. 

And the next day, being Saturday, and the 18th of August, the 
king and queen’s majesties rode from Suffolk-place (accompanied 
with a great number, as well of noblemen as gentlemen) through the 
city of London to White-hall; and at London-bridge, as he entered Vain pa, 
at the draw-bridge, was a vain great spectacle set up, two images London. 
representing two giants, the one named Chorinzus, and the other, 
Gogmagog, holding between them certain Latin verses, which for the 
vain ostentation of flattery I overpass. 

And as they passed over the bridge, there were a number of ord- 
nance shot off at the Tower, such as by old men’s report the like 
hath not been heard or seen these one hundred years. 

From London-bridge they passed the conduit in Gracious-street, 
which was finely painted ; and among other things, the nine worthies, 
whereof king Henry the Eighth was one. He was painted in har- 
ness, having in one hand a sword, and in the other hand a book, 
whereupon was written “ Verbum Dei ;" delivering the same book 


(1) Stow says, they went to Richmond on the !1th, and rode through Southwark and London 
on the [2th; thus antedating the pageant of the 18th of August.— Ep. 
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Mary. (as it were) to his son king Edward, who was painted in a corner 

A.D. by him. 

1554. But hereupon was no small matter made: for the bishop of Win- 
Winches. chester, lord chancellor, sent for the painter, and not only called him 
tercannot knave, for painting a book in king Henry's hand, and specially for 
book call- writing thereupon “ Verbum Dei,” but also rank traitor and villain ; 
fumpa saying to him, that he should rather have put the book into the 
The; Queen's hand (who was also painted there), for that she had reformed 
sent for to the church and religion, with other things, according to the pure and 
the . M 
bishop. sincere word of God indeed. 

The The painter answered and said, that if he had known that had 
painters been the matter wherefore his lordship sent for him, he could have 
remedied it, and not have troubled his lordship. 

The bishop answered and said, that it was the queen's majesty's 
will and commandment, that he should send for him: and so, com- 
manding him to wipe out the book and “ Verbum Dei” too, he sent 
him home. So the painter departed; but, fearing lest he should 
leave some part either of the book, or of * Verbum Dei,” in king 
Henry’s hand, he wiped away a piece of his fingers withal ! 

Here I pass over and cut off other gaudes and pageants of pastime 
showed to him in passing through London, with the flattering verses 

ive a set up in Latin; wherein were blazed out in one place the five 
' Philips, as the five worthies of the world: Philip of Macedonia, 
Philip the emperor, Philip the bold, Philip the good, Philip prince 

of Spain and king of England. 

In another poetry king Philip was resembled by an image repre- 
senting Orpheus, and all English people resembled to brute and 
savage beasts following after Orpheus’s harp, and dancing after king 
Philips pipe—not that I reprehend the art of the Latin verses, 
which was fine and cunning, but that I pass over the matter, having 
other graver things in hand: and therefore pass over also, the sight 
at Paul's church-side, of him that came down upon a rope tied to 
the battlements with his head before, neither staying himself with his 
hand nor foot; which shortly after cost him his life. 

But one thing by the way I cannot let pass, touching the young 
flourishing rood, newly set up against this present time to welcome 
king Philip into Paul's church. The setting up of which rood was 
this, and may make as good a pageant as the best :— 

The In the second: year of Mary, Bonner in his royalty, and all his 
erecting prebendaries about him in Paul's choir, the rood laid along upon 
at Pauls. the pavements, and also, the doors of Paul's being shut—the bishop 
with others said and sung divers prayers by the rood. That being 
done, they anointed the rood with oil in divers places; and, after 
the anointing, crept unto it, and kissed it. 
Bonners After that, they took the said rood, and weighed him up, and set 
fl^ him in his old accustomed place; and all the while they were doing 
Paul's — thereof, the whole choir sang “ Te Deum ;" and when that was ended, 
with Te they rang the bells, not only for joy, but also for the notable and 
Deum. — great fact they had done therein. 
Saluta- Not long after this, a merry fellow came into Paul's, and spied 
tedo ^ the rood with Mary and John new set up; whereto, among a great 
Paul's. sort of people, he made low courtesy, and said: “Sir, your master- 
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ship is welcome to town. I had thought to have talked further with mary 
your mastership, but that ye be here clothed in the queen’s colours. 

I hope that ye be but a summer's bird, in that ye be dressed in 1554. 
white and green." 

The prince thus being in the church of Paul's, after Dr. Harps- 
field had finished his oration in Latin, set forward through Fleet- 
street, and so came to Whitehall, where he with the queen remained 
four days after; and from thence removed unto Richmond. 

After this, all the lords had leave to depart into their countries, 
with strait commandment to bring all their harness and artillery into 
the Tower of London with all speed. Now remained there no 
English lord at the court but the bishop of Winchester. From 
Richmond they removed to Hampton-court, where the hall-door 
within the court was continually shut, so that no man might enter, 
unless his errand were first known; which seemed strange to English- 
men that had not been used thereto. 

About the 8th of September bishop Bonner began his visitation, 
who charged six men in every parish to inquire (according to their 
oaths), and to present before him the day after St. Matthew’s day, being 
the 22d of September, all such persons as either had or should offend 
in any of his articles, which he had set forth to the number of thirty- 
seven; of the which visitation of Bonner I have somewhat more 
largely to entreat, after that first I shall overpass a few other things 
following in course of this present story. 

The 17th of September was a proclamation in London, that all 
vagabonds and masterless men, as well strangers as Englishmen, 
should depart the city within five days; and straitly charging all 
innholders, victuallers, taverners, and alehouse-keepers, with all others 
that sell victuals, that they (after the said five days) should not sell 
any meat, drink, or any kind of victual to any servingman whatsoever, 
unless he brought a testimonial from his master to declare whose 
servant he was, and were in continual household with his said master ; 
upon pain to run in danger of the law, if they offended herein. 

On the Sunday following, being the 30th of September, the bishop The 
of Winchester, lord chancellor of England, preached at Paul's Cross, Wie? of 


Winches- 
at whose sermon were present all the council that were at the court : ter 


namely, the marquis of Winchester, the earl of Arundel, lord North, i. 
sir Anthony Brown, master Rochester, master Walgrave, master 
Englefield, lord Fitzwater, and secretary Peter; and the bishops of 
London, Durham, and Ely; which three sat under the bishop's 
arms. The gospel whereof he made his sermon, is written in Matt. 
xxi., where the Pharisees came unto Christ; and amongst them, 

one asked Christ which was the greatest commandment. Christ 
answered, “ Thou shalt love thy Lord God with all thy heart, etc. 

and thy neighbour as thyself; in these two are comprehended the 

law and the prophets." 

After his long declaration of these words, speaking very much of A blas- 
love and charity, at last he had occasion, upon St. James's words, noun 
to speak of the true teachers, and of the false teachers ; saying, that 287s, 
all the preachers almost in king Edward's time, preached nothing but Preachers 
voluptuousness, and filthy and blasphemous lies; affirming their doc- word. 
trine-to be that false doctrine whereof St. James speaketh; saying, 


560 


Mary. 


A.D. 
1554. 


Winches- 
ter 
preach- 
eth in 
com- 
menda- 
tion of 
king 
Philip. 


John 
Street. 


The 
priest, 
worse 
feared 
than hurt, 
letthe pix 
fali. 


John 
Street in- 
nocently 
cast into 
the dun- 
geon. 


Falsely 
reported 
of. 


STORY OF JOHN STREET, A JOINER. 


that it was full of perverse zeal, earthly, full of discord and dissen- 
sion, that the preachers aforenamed would report nothing truly, and 
that they taught, that it was lawful for a man to put away his wife for 
adultery, and marry another; and that if a man vowed to-day, he 
might break it to-morrow at his pleasure; with many other things 
which I omit. And when he spake of the sacrament, he said, that 
all the church from the beginning have confessed Christ’s natural 
body to be in heaven, and here to be in the sacrament ; and so con- 
cluded that matter! And then willed all men to say with Joseph's 
brethren, ** Peccavimus in fratrem :” ** We have all sinned against 
our brother :”—“ and so," said he, * have I too.” Then he declared 
what a noble king and queen we have, saying, that if he should go 
about to show that the king came hither for no necessity or need, 
and what he had brought with him, it should be superfluous, seeing 
it is evidently known, that he hath ten times as much as we are in 
hope and possession of; affirming him to be as wise, sober, gentle, 
and temperate a prince, as ever was in England; and if it were not 
so proved, then to take him for a false liar for his so saying: exhort- 
ing all men to make much of him, and to win him whilst we had him; 
and so should we also win all such as he hath brought with him. 
And so made an end. 

On the Tuesday following, being the 2d of October, twenty carts 
came from Westminster, laden (as it was noised) with gold and silver,? 
and certain of the guard with them through the city to the Tower, and 
there it was received in by a Spaniard, who was the king’s treasurer, and 
had custody of it within the Tower. It was matted about with mats, 
and mailed in little bundles about two feet long, and almost half a 
foot thick ; and in every cart were six of those bundles. What it 
was indeed, God knoweth; for it is to us uncertain. 

About the same time, or a little before, upon Corpus Christi day, 
the procession being made in Smithfield, where, after the manner, 
the priest with his box went under the canopy, by chance there came 
by the way a certain simple man, named John Street, a joiner of 
Coleman-sireet, who, having some haste in his business, and finding 
no other way to pass through, by chance went under the canopy by 
the priest. The priest, seeing the man so to presume to come under 
the canopy, being belike afraid, and worse feared than hurt, for fear let 
his pix fall down. The poor man, being straightways apprehended, 
was had to the Compter, the priest accusing him unto the council as 
though he had come to slay him; whereas the poor man (as himself 
hath since declared unto us) had no such thought ever in his mind. 
Then from the Compter he was had unto Newgate, where he was 
cast into the dungeon, there chained to a post; where he was cruelly 
and miserably handled, and so extremely dealt withal, that being but 
simple before, he was now feared out of his wits altogether, and so 
upon the same had to Bedlam. Whereupon the brief chronicle of 
London in this point is not to be credited, which untruly reported that 
he feigned himself in Newgate to be mad; which thing we, in writing of 
this history, by due inquisition of the party, have found to be contrary. 

(1) The church never confessed the natural body of Christ so to be in the sacrament, that the 
substance of bread was taken away, before the time of Pope Innocent the Third, an. 1215. 


(2) '* Twenty cartloads of gold and silver in bullion, and two more of coined money." Walter’s 
History of England, vol. iii. p. 383.—Ep. 
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About the 5th of October, and within a fortnight following, were Mary. 
divers, as well householders as servants and apprentices, apprehended ^ 4 p. 
and taken, and committed to sundry prisons, for the having and sell- 1554. 
ing of certain books which were sent into England by the preachers yc, im. 
that fled into Germany and other countries; which books nipped a prisoned 
great number so near, that within one fortnight there were little less ` 
than threescore imprisoned for this matter: among whom was master 
Brown a goldsmith, master Spark a draper, Randal Tirer a stationer, 
master Beston a merchant, with many others. 

On the Sunday, the 14th of October, the old bishop of Durham 
preached in.the Shrouds. 

On St. Luke's day following, being the 18th of October, the king's 
majesty came from Westminster to Paul's church along the streets, 
accompanied with a great number of noblemen ; and there he was 
received under a canopy at the west door, and so came in to the 
chancel, where he heard mass, which a Spanish bishop and his own 
chaplain sung : and that done, he returned to Westminster to dinner 
agam. 

Pn Friday, the 26th of October, certain men, whereof I spake Trouble 
before, who were of master Throgmorton’s quest, being in number 244 , 


good men 


eight (for the other four were delivered out of prison, for that they "sve 
submitted themselves, and said they had offended—like weaklings, morton's 
not considering truth to be truth; but of force for fear said so): "^" 
these eight men, I say, whereof master Emanuel Lucas, and master 
Whetstone were chief, were called before the council of the Star- 
chamber: where they all affirmed, that they had done all things in 
that matter according to their knowledge, and with good consciences ; 
even as they should answer before God at the day of judgment. 
Where master Lucas said openly before all the lords, that they had 
done in the matter like honest men, and true and faithful subjects ; 
and therefore they humbly besought the lord chancellor, and the 
other lords, to be means to the king and queen's majesties that they 
might be discharged and set at liberty: and said, that they were all 
contented humbly to submit themselves to their majesties, saving 
and reserving their truth, consciences, and honesty.—Some of the 
lords said, that they were worthy to pay a thousand pounds apiece, 
and others said, that master Lucas and master Whetstone were 
worthy to pay a thousand marks apiece, and the rest five hundred 
pounds apiece. In conclusion, sentence was given by the lord 
chancellor, that they should pay a thousand marks apiece ; and that 
they should go to prison again, and there remain, till further order 
were taken for their punishment. 
On Tuesday, being the 30th of October, the lord John Gray 
was delivered out of the Tower, and set at liberty. 
On Sunday, the 4th of November, five priests! did penance at 
Paul’s Cross, who were content to put away their wives, and take 
upon them again to minister. Every of them had a taper in his pote no- 
hand, and a rod, wherewith the preacher did disple them. minated 
On Wednesday, the Yth of November, the lord Paget, and sir shop of 
Edward Hastings master of the horse, were sent as ambassadors, bury. 
(1) Stow says, three priests and two laymen. He adds, that during the sermon they were 
** displed [disciplined] on the heads, with the same rods.”—Ep. 
VOL. VI. oo 
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Mary. I know not whither; but, as it was adjudged, to cardinal Pole, who 

“A.D. lay all that summer before at Brussels : and it was thought they were 

1554. sent to accompany and conduct him into England, whereas at that 
time he was nominated and appointed bishop of Canterbury. 

On the Friday following, being the 9th of November, master 
Barlow, late bishop of Bath, and master Cardmaker, were brought 
before the council in the Star-chamber, where, after communication, 
they were commanded to the Fleet. 

On the Saturday, the 10th of November, the sheriffs of London 
had commandment to take an inventory of every one of their goods 
who were of master Throgmorton’s quest, and to seal up their doors ; 
which was done the same day. Master Whetstone, master Lucas, 
and master Kytely, were judged to pay a thousand pounds apiece, 
and the rest a thousand marks apiece, to be paid within a fortnight 
after. From this payment were exempted those four who confessed 
a fault, and submitted themselves; whose names are these, master 
Loe, master-Poynter, master Beswike, and master Carter. 

Bonner Mention was made a little before, of the visitation of Edmund 

fecit». Bonner bishop of London, which began (as is said) about the month 

tion. of September: for the better preparation whereof were set forth cer- 
tain articles to the number of thirty-seven. These articles, partly 
for the tediousness of them, partly for that master Bale in a certain 
treatise! hath sufficiently painted out the same in their colours, partly 
also because I will not infect this book with them, I slip over, pro- 
ceeding in the progress of this bishop in his visitation in the county 
of Essex ; who, passing through the said county of Essex, being at- 
tended with divers worshipful of the shire (for so they were com- 

His beha- manded), arrived at Stortford in Hertfordshire, where he rested certain 

Stertfora, days; solacing himself after that painful peregrination with no small 
feasting and banqueting with his attendants aforesaid, at the house of 
one Parsons his nephew, whose wife he commonly called his fair 
niece (and fair she was indeed). He took there great pleasure to 
hear her play upon the virginals, wherein she excelled; insomuch 
that every dinner (sitting by his sweet side) she arose and played 
three several times at his request, of his good and spiritual devotion 
towards her. These certain days thus passed in this bishoplike 
fashion, he proceeded in his popish visitation towards Hadham his own 
house and parish, not past two miles from Stortford, being there most 
solemnly rung out, as in all other places where he passed. At length 

His beha- drawing near unto Hadham, when he heard no bells stirring there 

viour at : . . . 

Hadham, in honour of his holiness, he grew into some choler; and the nearer 
he approached, the hotter was his fit : and the quieter the bells were, 
the unquieter was his mood. Thus rode he on, chafing and fuming 

Bonnerin With himself. ‘ What meaneth,” saith he, * that knave the clerk, 

apeting that he ringeth not ? and the parson that he meeteth me not ?" with 
sundry other furious words of fiery element. There this patient pre- 
late, coming to the town, alighted, calling for the key of the church, 
which was then all unready, for that (as they then pretended) he had 
prevented his time by two hours; whereupon he grew from choler to 


(1) This book is entitled ‘‘ A Declaration of Edmonde Bonner's Articles concerning the Cleargye 


of Fondon Diocese, whereby that execrable Antichriste is, in his righte colours, reueled." London, 
.—Eb. 
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plain melancholy, so as no man willingly would deal with him to 2tary. 
qualify the raging humour so far incorporated in his breast. At last, 4 p, 
the church door being opened, the bishop entered, and finding no 1554. 
sacrament hanged up, nor rood-loft decked after the popish precept ———— 
(which had commanded about the same time a well-favoured rood, 

and of tall stature, universally in all churches to be set up), curtailed 

„his small devotions, and fell from all choler and melancholy to flat 
madness in the uttermost degree, swearing and raging with a hunting 

oath or two, and by no beggars, that in his own church, where he 

hoped to have seen best order, he found most disorder, to his honour’s 

most heavy discomfort, as he said; calling the parson (whose name 

was Dr. Bricket) knave, and heretic. Who there humbled himself, sricket, 
and yielded, as it were, to his fault, saying : He was sorry his lordship Bayo" 
was come before that he and. his parish looked for him ; and there- called t 
fore could not do their duties to receive him accordingly. And as Bonner. 
for those things lacking, he trusted in short time hereafter he should 
compass that, which hitherto he could not bring about. Therefore if 

it pleased his lordship to come to his poor house (where his dinner 

was prepared), he would satisfy him in those things which his lord- 

ship thought amiss.— Yet this so reasonable an answer nothing could 
satisfy or assuage his passion unreasonable: for the catholic prelate 
utterly defied him and his cheer, commanding him out of his sight ; 
saying, as his bye-word was, ** Before God, thou art a knave: avaunt 
heretic !” and therewithal, whether thrusting or striking at him, so it 

was, that with his hand he gave sir Thomas Jocelyn, knight (who was sir Tho- 
then amongst the rest, and stood next the bishop), a good flewet ceiyn > 
upon the upper part of the neck—even under his ear, as some say ‘icken 
which stood by; but, as he himself said, he hit him full upon the ner. 
ear: whereat he was somewhat astonied at the suddenness of the quar- 

rel for that time. At last he spake and said, “ What meaneth your Bonner 


lordship? have you been trained in Will Sommers’s school, to strike him that 
him that standeth next you?" The bishop still in rage either heard next 
not, or would not hear. 

Then master Fecknam dean of Paul's, seeing the bishop still in recknam 
this bitter rage, said, ** Oh master Jocelyn! you must bear with my ṣxeuseth 
lord; for truly his long imprisonment in the Marshalsea, and the by the a 
misusing of him there, hath altered him, that in these passions he is sea. 
not ruler of himself, nor it booteth any man to give him counsel until 
his heat be past ; and then, assure yourself, master Jocelyn, my lord 
will be serry for those abuses that now he cannot see in himself.” 
Whereunto he merrily replied and said, ** So it seems, master Feck- sir Tho- 
nam; for now that he is come forth of the Marshalsea, he is ready to nen 
go to Bedlam.” At which merry conceit some laughed, and more roth pgm 
smiled; because the nail was so truly hit upon the head. The bishop, Bonner. 
nothing abashed at his own folly, gave a deaf ear; as no marvel it 
was that he shamed little to strike a stranger, who spared not the 
burning of so many good men. 

After this worthy combat thus finished and achieved, this martial 
prelate presently taketh him to his horse again, notwithstanding he 
was minded to tarry at Hadham three or four days, and so had made 
provision in his own house; and, leaving his dinner, rode that night 
with a small company of his household to Ware, where he was not 

002 


564 
Mary. 


A.D. 
1554. 


Bonner 
driven 
from a 
good din- 
ner, 


Story ofa 
Tood set 
upin 
Lanca- 
shire. 


The men 
of Cock- 
ram not 
pleased 
there- 
with, 


The rood 
of Cock- 
ram driv- 
ing the 
children 
out of the 
church. 
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looked for till three days after, to the great wonder of all the 
country, why he so prevented his day aforestalled. 

At this hasty posting-away of this bishop, his whole train of 
attendants there left him. Also his doctors and chaplains (a few 
excepted) tarried behind and dined at Dr. Bricket's as merrily, as he 
rode towards Ware all chafingly: which dinner was prepared for the 
bishop himself. Now, whether the bishop were offended at those 
solemnities which hewanted, and was accustomed tobe saluted withal in 
other places where he journeyed ; joining to that, that his “great god” 
was not exalted above-ground over the altar, nor his “block almighty” 
set seemly in the rood-loft to entertain strangers, and thereupon took 
occasion to quarrel with Dr. Bricket (whose religion perchance he 
somewhat suspected), I have not perfectly to say : but so it was sup- 
posed of divers the cause thereof to rise, which drave the bishop so 
hastily from such a dinner.! 


A STORY OF A ROOD SET UP IN LANCASHIRE. 


In this visitation of bishop Bonner above mentioned, ye see how 
the bishop took on for not setting up the rood, and ringing the bells 
at Hadham. Ye heard also of the precept, which commanded in 
every parish a rood to be erected, both well favoured and of a tall 
stature. By the occasion whereof it cometh in mind (and not out of 
place) to story, likewise, what happened in a certain town in Lan- 
cashire near to Lancaster, called Cockram, where the parishioners and 
churchwardens, having the same time a like charge for the erecting 
of a rood in their parish-church, had made their bargain, and were at 
a price with one that could cunningly carve and paint such idols, for 
the framing of their rood : who, according to his promise, made them 
one, and set it up in their church. This done, he demanded his 
money: but they, misliking his workmanship, refused to pay him, 
whereupon he arrested them, and the matter was brought before the 
mayor of Lancaster, who was a very meet man for such a purpose, 
and an old favourer of the gospel; which is rare in that country. 
Then the carver began to declare how they covenanted with him for 
the making of a rood with the appurtenances, ready carved and set 
up in their church, which he, according to his promise, had done ; 
and now, demanding his money, they refused to pay him. “Is this 
true?” quoth the mayor to the wardens. “ Yea sir,” said they. 
* And why do you not pay the poor man his due ?" quoth he. “And 
it please you, master mayor," quoth they, “ because the rood we had 
before, was a well-favoured man ; and he promised to make us such 
another: but this that he hath set us up now, is the worst favoured 
thing that ever you set your eyes on; gaping and grinning in such 
sort, that none of our children dare once look him in the face, or come 
near him !” The mayor, thinking that it was good enough for that pur- 
pose if it had been worse—“ My masters,” quoth he, * howsoever the 
rood like you, the poor man's labour hath been never the less; and 
it is pity that he should have any hinderance or loss thereby : therefore 
I vill tell you what you shall do. Pay him the money ye promised 
him, and go your ways home and look on it, and if it will not serve 


(1) Testified by such as there and then were present.—Rich. K. etc. 
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for a god, make no more ado, but clap a pair of horns on his head, «y. 
and so he will make an excellent devil." This the parishioners took ^4 p. 
well in worth ; the poor man had his money ; and divers laughed well 1554. 
thereat—but so did not the Babylonish priests. 

This mayor abovementioned continued a protestant almost fifty The 
years, and was the only reliever of Marsh the martyr (whose story Paent 
followeth hereafter) with meat, drink and lodging, while he lay in 2 £94 
Lancaster-castle, the space of three quarters of a year, before he was 
had to Chester to be burned. 

About this time, or the month next before, which was October, there 
came a precept or mandate from Bonner bishop of London, to all 
parsons and curates within his diocese, for the abolishing of such 
Scriptures and writings as had been painted upon church-walls before, 
in king Edward's days. The copy of which precept or mandate here 
we thought good to express in their own style and words,! that the 
world might see the wicked proceedings of their impious zeal, or 
rather their malicious rage against the Lord and his word, and against 
the edifying of christian people: whereby it might appear, by this 
blotting out of Scriptures, not only how blasphemously they spake 
against the holy Scriptures of God, but also how studiously they 
sought, by all manner of means, to keep the people still in ignorance. 


A Mandate of Bonner Bishop of London, to abolish the Scriptures 
and Writings painted upon the Church- Walls. 


Edmund, by God’s permission bishop of London—to all and every parsons, 
vicars, clerks, and lettered, within the parish of Hadham, or within the precinct 
of our diocese of London, wheresoever being—sendeth greeting, grace, and 
benediction. 

Because some children of iniquity, given up to carnal desires and novelties, The 
have by many ways enterprised to banish the ancient manner and order of the Scrip- 
church, and to bring in and establish sects and heresies ; taking from thence the painted 
picture of Christ, and many things besides instituted and observed of ancient on 
time laudably in the same; placing in the room thereof such things, as in such church- 
a place it behoved them not to do; and also have procured, as a stay to their razedout. 
heresies (as they thought), certain Scriptures wrongly applied to be painted 
upon the church-walls; all which persons tend chiefly to this end—that they 
might uphold the liberty of the flesh, and marriage of priests, and destroy, as 
much as lay in them, the reverent sacrament of the altar, and might extinguish 
and enervate holy-days, fasting-days, and other laudable discipline of the 
catholic church; opening a window to all vices, and utterly closing up the way Serip- 
unto virtue :? Wherefore we, being moved with a christian zeal, judging that Open a 
the premises are not to be longer suffered, do, for discharge of our duty, commit window 
unto you jointly and severally, and by the tenor hereof do straitly charge and to vices 
command you, that at the receipt hereof, with all speed convenient, you do with Bon- 
warn, or cause to be warned, first, second, and third time, and peremptorily, all 
and singular churchwardens and parishioners whosoever, within our aforesaid 
diocese of London (wheresoever any such Scriptures or paintings have been 
attempted), that they abolish and extinguish such manner of Scriptures, so that 
by no means they be either read or seen ; and therein to proceed, moreover, as 
they shall see good and laudable in this behalf. And if, after the said monition, 
the said churchwardens and parishioners shall be found remiss and negligent, 
or eulpable, then you, jointly and severally, shall see the foresaid Scriptures to 
be razed, abolished, and extinguished forthwith : citing all and singular those 
church wardens and parishioners (whom we, also, for the same do cite here, by 
the tenor hereof), that all and singular the churchwardens and parishioners, 


(1) It is extant in Latin in the First Edition, p. 1005, and wil] be found in the Appendix.—Ep. 
(2) Note well these causes, reader, why the Scriptures should be razed out! 
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Mary. being slack and negligent, or culpable therein, shall appear before us, our vicar- 

eneral and principal official, or our commissary special in our cathedral 

A.D. church of St. Paul at London, in the consistory there, at the hour appointed 

1954. for the same, the sixth day next after their citation, if it be a court-day, or else 
at the next court-day after ensuing, where either we or our official or commis- 
sary shall sit: there to say and allege for themselves some reasonable cause, if 
they have or can tell of any, why they ought not to be excommunicated, or 
otherwise punished, for their such negligence, slackness, and fault; to say and to 
allege, and further to do and receive, as law and reason requireth. And what 
you have done in the premises, do you certify us, or cur vicar, principal official, 
and such our commissary, diligently and duly in all things, and through all 
things; or let him among you thus certify us, which hath taken upon him to 
execute this mandate: Jn witness whereof we have set our seals to these pre- 
sents. 


Dated in the Bisbop’s Palace at London, the 25th day of the month of 
October, in the year of our Lord 1554, and of our translation 
the 16th. 


Christo About this time the lord chancellor sent master Christopherson 


rent to unto the university of Cambridge, with these three articles, which he 

(re enjoined them to observe. 

with Gar- — "The first, that every scholar should wear his apparel according to 

instrue- his degree in the schools. 

tions. The second was touching the pronunciation of the Greek tongue. 
The third, that every preacher there should declare the whole 


style of the king and queen in their sermons. 


In this university of Cambridge, and also of Oxford, by reason of 
the bringing of these things, and especially for the alteration of reli- 
gion, many good wits and learned men departed the universities : of 
whom, some of their own accord gave over, some were thrust out of 
their fellowships, some were miserably handled : insomuch that in 

Twenty- Cambridge, in the college of St. John, there were four-and-twenty 
paces places void together, in whose rooms were taken in four-and-twenty 
void at = others, who, neither in virtue nor in religion, seemed to answer to them 
inone before. And no less miserable was the state of Oxford, by reason of 
UU. the time, and the strait dealing of the visitors, that, for setting for- 
ward their papistical proceedings, had no regard or respect to the 
forwardness of good wits, and the maintenance of good letters, begin- 

ning then more and more to flourish in that university. 
Popish And forsomuch as we have entered into the mention of Oxford!,we 
teret" may not pass over in silence the famous exhortation of Dr. Tresham, 
Tresham. who? supplying the room of the sub-dean in Christ-church, after he 
had called all the students of the college together, with great eloquence 
and art persuasory, began to commend the dignity of the mass unto 
His great them; declaring, that there was stuff enough in the Scripture to 
' prove the mass good. Then, to allure them to the catholic service 
of the church, he used these reasons—declaring that there were a 
company of goodly copes, that were appointed to Windsor; but he 
had found the queen so gracious unto him, that they should come to 
Christ-church. Now if they, like honest men, would come to 
church, they should wear them on holy-days. And besides all this, 
he would get them the lady-bell of Bampton, and that should make 
the sweetest ring in all England. And as for a holy water-sprinkle, 
he had already the fairest that was within the realm. Wherefore 


(1) See the Appendix.— Ep. (2) Ibid. 
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he thought that no man would be so mad, to forego these commo- Mary. 
dities, etc. AD. 
These things Y rehearse, that it may appear what want of discretion 1554. 
is in the fathers of popery, and into what idle follies such men do 
fall; whom, I beseech the Lord, if it be his pleasure, to reduce to a 
better truth, and to open their eyes to see their own blindness. 


To proceed now further in the course and race of our story where 
we left, being before in the month of November, it followeth more, 
that on the 12th day of the same month of November, being Mon- 
day,' began the parliament holden at Westminster, to the beginning 
whereof both the king and queen rode in their parliament robes, 
having two swords borne before them. The earl of Pembroke bare 
his sword, and the earl of Westmorland bare the queen’s. They 
had two caps of maintenance borne before them, whereof the earl of 
Arundel bare one, and the earl of Shrewsbury the other. 

‘Cardinal Pole landed at Dover on Wednesday, the 21st of No- cardinal 
vember ;? on which day one act passed in the parliament for his Fole ar 
restitution in blood, utterly repealing as false and most slanderous, England. 
that act made against him in king Henry the Eighth’s time, and on 
the next day, being Thursday, and the 22d of November, the king 
and the queen came both to the parliament-house, to give their royal 
assent, and to establish this act against his coming. 

On Saturday, being the 24th of November, the said cardinal came 
by water to London, and so to Lambeth-house, which was ready pre- 
pared against his coming. 

On the Wednesday following, being the 28th of November, there 
was general procession in Paul's, for joy that the queen was conceived 
and quick with child, as it was declared in a letter sent from the 
council to the bishop of London. 

The same day were present at this procession ten bishops, with all 
the prebendaries of Paul's, and also the lord mayor with the alder- 
men, and a great number of commons of the city in their best array. 

The copy of the councils letter here followeth—ad perpetuam rei 
memoriam. 


A Copy of a Letter sent from the Council, unto Edmund Bonner 
Bishop of London, concerning Queen Mary conceived with 
Child. **Printed by John Cawod* l 


After our hearty commendations unto your good lordship : whereas it hath 
pleased Almighty God, amongst other his infinite benefits of late most graci- 
ously poured upon us and this whole realm, to extend his benediction upon the 
queen's majesty in such sort as she is conceived and quick of child:* whereby 
(her majesty being our natural liege lady, queen, and undoubted inheritor of 
this imperial crown) good hope of certain succession in the crown is given unto 
us, and consequently the great calamities, which, for want of such succession, 
might otherwise have fallen upon us and our posterity, shall, by God's grace, 
be well avoided, if we thankfully acknowledge this benefit of Almighty God, 
endeavouring ourselves with earnest repentance to thank, honour, and serve 


(1) Here note, that the printer of queen Mary's statutes, doth err in his supputation, which 
saith, that this parliament began the lith of this month; which day was then Sunday. Ex Statut. 
an. 1& 2R. Philip. et Maria, cap. 8. 

(2) Stow says, Nov. 24.—Ep. (3) Edition of 1563.—Ep. 

(4) 1f queen Mary were quick with child in the 28th of the month of November, and afterward 
did labour in the month of June, then went she almost seven months quick with child. 
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Mary. him, as we be most bounden : these be not only to advertise you of these good 
“Ap. Dews, to be by you published in all places within your diocese, but also to pray 
1554. and require you, that both yourself do give God thanks with us for this his 
99** especial grace, and also give order that thanks may be openly given by singing 
Te Deum of Te Deum in all the churches within your said diocese; and that likewise all 
queen priests and other ecclesiastical ministers, in their masses, and other divine ser- 
Mary’s Vices, may continually pray to Almighty God, so to extend his holy hand over 
child. her majesty, the king’s highness, and this whole realm, as that this thing, 
being by his omnipotent power graciously thus begun, may by the same be well 
continued and brought to good effect, to the glory of his name. Whereunto, 
albeit we doubt not ye would of yourself have had special regard without these 
our letters, yet, for the earnest desire we have to have this thing done out of 
hand, and diligently continued, we have also written these our letters, to put 

you in remembrance ; and so bid your lordship most heartily well to fare. 


From Westminster the 27th of November, 1554. 
Your assured loving friends, 


Stephen Winton. Cancel. John Bathon. 
Arundel. R. Riche. 

F. Shrewsbury. Thomas Wharton. 
Edward Darby. John Huddilstone. 
Henry Sussex. R. Southwell. 


Also the same day in the afternoon, cardinal Pole came to the 
parliament-house, which, at that present, was kept in the great 
chamber of the court at Whitehall, for that the queen was then sick, 
and could not go abroad; where the king and queen’s majesties, 
sitting under the cloth of state, and the cardinal sitting on the right 
hand, with all the other estates of the parliament being present, the 
bishop of Winchester, being lord chancellor, began in this manner : 


The Words of Winchester for receiving of the Cardinal. 


My lords of the upper house, and you my masters of the nether house, here 
is present the right reverend father in God my lord cardinal Pole, come from 
the apostolic see of Rome, as ambassador. to the king and queen’s majesties, 
upon one of the weightiest causes that ever happened in this realm, and which 
pertaineth to the glory of God, and your universal benefit. The which ambas- 
sage, their majesties’ pleasure is, to be signified unto you all by his own mouth; 
trusting that you will receive and accept it in as benevolent and thankful wise, 
as their highnesses have done, and that you will give an attent and inclinable 
ear unto him. 


When the lord chancellor had thus ended his talk, the cardinal, 
taking the time then offered, began his oration, wherein he declared 
the causes of his coming, and what were his desires and requests. In 
the mean time the court-gate was kept shut until he had made an 
end of his oration. 


The tenor of Cardinal Pole’s Oration, made in the Parliament-House. 


My lords all, and you that are the commons of this present parliament 
assembled (which, in effect, is nothing else but the state and body of the whole 
realm) as the cause of my repair hither hath been most wisely and gravely 
declared by my lord chancellor, so, before that I enter to the particularities of 
my commission, I have somewhat touching myself, and to give, most humble 
and hearty thanks to the king and queen’s majesties, and after them to you all, 
which of a man exiled and banished from this commonwealth, have restored me 
to be a member of the same, and of a man having no place either here, or 
elsewhere within this realm, have admitted me in a place, where to speak and 
to be heard. This I protest unto you all, that though I was exiled my native 
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country without just cause, as God knoweth, yet the ingratitude could not pull Mary. 
from me the affection and desire that I had to profit and do you good. If the 
offer of my service might have been received, it was never to seek, and where 
that could not be taken, you never failed of my prayer, nor ever shall. 1554. 
But leaving the rehearsal thereof, and coming more near to the matter of my 
commission, 1 signify unto you all, that my principal travail is, for the restitu- 
tion of this noble realm to the ancient nobility, and to declare unto you, that the 
see apostolic, from whence I come, hath a special respect to this realm above all England, 
others ;! and not without cause, seeing that God himself, as it were by provi- Tae ee 
dence, hath given this realm prerogative of nobility above others; which to ceived 
make more plain unto you, it is to be considered that this island, first of all ist tho 
islands, received the light of Christ's religion. For as stories testify, it was Christ. 
“ prima provinciarum quæ amplexa est fidem Christi.” 
For the Britons, being first inhabitants of this realm (notwithstanding the 
subjection of the emperors and heathen princes), did receive Christ's faith from 
the apostolic see universally : and not in parts, as other countries; nor by one 
and one, as clocks increase their hours by distinction of times; but altogether 
at once, as it were in a moment. But after that their ill merits, or forgetfulness 
of God, had deserved expulsion, and that strangers, being infidels, had pos- 
sessed this land, yet God of his goodness, not leaving where he once loved, so 
illuminated the hearts of the Saxons, being heathen men, that they forsook the 
darkness of heathen errors, and embraced the light of Christ's religion : so that 
within a small space idolatry and heathen superstition were utterly abandoned 
in this island. 
This was a great prerogative of nobility; whereof though the benefit be to 
be ascribed to God, yet the mean occasion of the same came from the church of 
Rome,? in the faith of which church we have ever since continued and con- 
sented with the rest of the world in unity of religion. And to show further the 
fervent devotion of the inhabitants of this island towards the church of Rome, 
we read that divers princes in the Saxons’ time, with great travail and expenses 
went personally to Rome, as Offa and Adulphus, who thought it not enough 
to show themselves obedient to the said see; unless that in their own persons 
they had gone to that same place from whence they had received so great a 
grace and benefit. 
In the time of Charlemagne, who first founded the university of Paris, he 
sent into England for Alcuinus a great learned man, which first brought learn- 
ing to that university; whereby it seemeth that the greatest part of the world 
fetched the light of religion from England. 
Adrian IV., being an Englishman, converted Norway from infidelity; which 
Adrian afterwards, upon great affection and love that he bare to this realm, 
being his native country, gave to Henry IL, king of England, the right and 
seigniory of the dominion of Ireland, which pertained to the see of Rome. 
I will not rehearse the manifold benefit that this realm hath received from 
the apostolic see,? nor how ready the same hath been to relieve us in all our 
necessities. Nor will I rehearse the manifold miseries and calamities that this 
realm hath suffered by swerving from that unity. And even as in this realm, 
so also in all other countries which, refusing the unity of the catholic faith have 
followed fantastical doctrine, the like plagues have happened. Let Asia and 
the empire of Greece be a spectacle unto the world, which, by swerving from 
the unity of the church of Rome, are brought into captivity and subjection of 
the Turk. All stories be full of like examples. And to come unto the later 
time, look upon our neighbours in Germany, who, by swerving from this unity, 
are miserably afflicted with diversity of sects, and divided into factions. 
What shall I rehearse unto you the tumults and effusion of blood that hath 
happened there of late days; or trouble you with the rehearsal of those plagues 
that have happened since this innovation of religion, whereof you have felt the 


(1} More for the vantage that was hoped by it, than for any great love! 

(2) That the faith of the Britons came first from Rome, neither doth it stand with the circum- 
stance of our stories : and if it so did, yet that faith and doctrine of the Romanists was not such 
then, as itis now, 

(3) Nay rather what riches and treasures the see of Rome hath sucked out of England, it is in- 
credible. 

(4) The cause of their subjection to the Turk cannot be proved to come by swerving from the 
unity of the church of Rome, for they never fully joined unto it. And as touching the subjection 
of Asia and Greece to the Turks, read in the story of the Turks before. [Vol. iv. page 18.-—Ep.] 
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Mary. bitterness, and I have heard the report? of all which matters I can say no more 

————~ but—such was the misery of the time. And see how far forth this fury went. 
A.D. For those that live under the Turk, may freely live after their conscience ;! and 
1554. so was it not lawful here. 

If men examine well upon what grounds these innovations began, they shall 
well find that the root of this, as of many other mischiefs, was avarice; and that 
the lust and carnal affection of one man confounded all laws, both divine and 
human. And notwithstanding all these devices and policies practised within 
this realm against the church of Rome, they needed not to have lost you, but 
that they thought rather as friends to reconcile you, than as enemies to infest 
you: for they wanted not great offers of the most mighty potentates in all 
Europe to have aided the church in that quarrel. Then mark the sequel: there 
seemed by these changes to rise a great face of riches and gain, which, in proof, 
came to great misery and lack. See how God then can confound the wisdom 
of the wise, and turn unjust poliey to mere folly; and that thing which seemed 
to be done for relief, was cause of plain ruin and decay. Yet see that goodness 
of God, which at no time failed us, but most benignly offered his grace, when 
it was of our parts least sought and worse deserved. 

And when all light of true religion seemed utterly extinct, the churches de- 
faced, the altars overthrown, the ministers corrupted— even like as in a lamp, 
the light being covered, yet it is not quenched—even so, in a few remained 
the confession of Christ's faith ; namely, in the breast of the queen's excel- 
lency, of whom, to speak without adulation, the saying of the prophet may be 
verified, ** Ecce quasi derelicta !" 

And see how miraculously God of his goodness preserved her highness, con- 
trary to the expectation of man, that when numbers conspired against her, and 
policies were devised to disinherit her, and armed power prepared to destroy 
"her; yet she, being a virgin helpless, naked, and unarmed, prevailed, and had 
the victory of tyrants; which is not to be ascribed to any policy of man, but to 
the almighty great goodness and providence of God, to whom the honour is to be 
given :? and therefore it may be said, **Da gloriam Deo." For in man's judg- 
ment, on her grace’s part was nothing in appearance but despair. 

And yet for all these practices and devices of ill men, here you see her grace 
established in her estate, being your lawful queen and governess, born among 
you; whom God hath appointed to reign over you for the restitution of true 
religion, and extirpation of all errors and sects. And to confirm her grace the 
more strongly in this enterprise, lo! how the providence of God hath joined 
her in marriage with a prince of like religion, who, being a king of great might, 
armour, and force, yet useth towards you neither armour nor force, but seeketh 
you by the way of love and amity: in which respect great cause you have to 
give thanks to Almighty God, that hath sent you such a catholic sovereign. 
It shall be, therefore, your part again to love, obey, and serve them. 

The ear- And asit was a singular favour of God to conjoin them in marriage, so it is 
dinal here not to be doubted but that he shall send them issue, for the comfort and surety 
appeareth - 
tobea of this commonwealth. 
false pro» Of all princes in Europe, the emperor hath travailed most in the cause of 
phet. religion, as it appeareth by his acts in Germany; yet happily, by some secret 
judgment of God, he hath not achieved the end: with whom in my journey 
hitherwards, I had conference touching my legation; whereof when we had 
understanding, he showed a great appearance of most earnest joy and gladness, 
saying, that it rejoiced him no less of the reconcilement of this realm unto 
christian unity, than that his son was placed by marriage in the kingdom,—and 
most glad he was of all, that the occasion thereof should come by me being an 
Charles Englishman born, whieh is (as it were) to call home ourselves. I can well 
the cape compare him to David, which, though he were a man elect of God, yet, for that 
pared to he was contaminate with blood and war, he could not build the temple of Jeru- 
David. salem, but left the finishing thereof to Solomon, who was “ rex pacificus," 
So may it be thought, that the appeasing of controversies of religion in Chris- 
tianity, is not appointed to this emperor, but rather to his son, who shall perform 
the building that his father had begun. Which church cannot be perfectly 
builded, unless universally in all realms we adhere to one head, and do acknow- 


(1) And why then do ye, more cruelly than.the Turk, persecute others for their conscience? 
(2) What policy is this, to make promise to get strength, and to break it as the queen did? 
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ledge him to be the vicar of God, and to have power from above: for all power Mary. 
is of God, according to the saying, ** Non est potestas, nisi à Deo.” And there- ——~—— 
fore I consider that all power being in God, yet, for the conservation of quiet A.D. 
and godly life in the world, he hath derived that power from above into two 1554. 
parts here in earth; which is, into the powers imperial and ecclesiastical. Two 
And these two powers, as they be several and distinct, so have they two several powers on 
effects and operations: for secular princes, to whom the temporal sword is com- catlesiane 
mitted, be ministers of God to execute vengeance upon transgressors and evil tical and 
livers, and to preserve the weil-doers and innocents from injury and violence. ™P¢™# 
Which power is represented in these two most excellent persons, the king and 

queen’s majesties here present, who have this power committed unto them 
immediately from God, without any superior in that behalf. 

The other power is of ministration, which is the power of the keys, and order The 
in the ecclesiastical state, which is, by the authority of God's word, and ex- power of 
amples of the apostles, and of all old holy fathers from Christ hitherto, attributed deny" 
and given to the apostolic see of Rome by special prerogative: from which see, declared. 
I am here deputed legate and ambassador, having full and ample commission 
from thence, and have the keys committed to my hands. I confess to you that The 
I have the keys, not as mine own keys, but as the keys of him that sent me, popes t 
and yet cannot open: not for want of power in me to give, but for certain bythe 
impediments in you to receive, which must be taken away before my commis- cardinal. 
sion can take effect. This I protest before you, my commission is not of pre- 
judice to any person. I come not to destroy, but to build: I come to reconcile, 
not to condemn : I am not come to compel, but to call again: I am not come 
to call any thing in question already done, but my commission is of grace and 
clemency, to such as will receive it. For touching all matters that be past, 
they shall be as things cast into the sea of forgetfulness. 

But the mean whereby you shall receive this benefit, is to revoke and repeal The. 
those laws and statutes, which be impediments, blocks, and bars, to the exe- keye can- 
cution of my commission. For, like as I myself had neither place nor voice to not work 
speak here among you, but was in all respects a banished man, till such time as in Eng 
ye had repealed those laws that lay in my way: even so cannot you receive "Y te 
the benefit and grace offered from the apostolic see, until the abrogation of such 
laws, whereby you have disjoined and dissevered yourselves from the unity of 
Christ’s church. 

It remaineth therefore that you, like true Christians and provident men, for 
the weal of your souls and bodies, ponder what is to be done in this so weighty 
a cause; and so to frame your acts and proceedings, as they may first tend to 
the glory of God, and next to the conservation of your commonwealth, surety, 
und quietness. 


The next day after, the three estates assembled again in the great 
chamber of the court at Westminster; where the king and queen’s 
majesties and the cardinal being present, they did exhibit (all kneel- 
ing on their knees) a supplication to their highnesses, the tenor 
whereof ensueth. 


The Copy of the Supplication and Submission exhibited to the 
King and Queen's Majesties, by the Lords and Commons of the 
Parliament. 


We, the lords spiritual and temporal, and the commons of this present par- 
liament assembled—representing the whole body of the realm of England and 
dominions of the same, in our own names particularly, and also of the said 
body universally, in this supplication directed to your majesties with most 
humble suit, that it may, by your gracious intercession and means, be exhibited 
to the most reverend father in God, the lord cardinal Pole, legate, sent specially 
hither from our most holy father pope Julius the Third, and the see apostolic 
of Rome—do declare ourselves very sorry and repentant for the schism and dis- 0 great 
obedience committed in this realm and dominions of the same, against the said and deep 
see apostolic, either by making, agreeing, or executing any laws, ordinances, repent- 
or commandments, against the supremacy of the said see, or otherwise doing or ance. 
speaking what might impugn the same: offering ourselves, and promising hy 
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Mary. this our supplication, that for a token and knowledge of our said repentance, 
we be, and shall be alway ready, under and with the authority of your majes- 
A.D. ties, to the uttermost of our power, to do that which shall be in us for the abro- 
1554. gation and repealing of the said laws and ordinances in this present parliament; 
as well for ourselves, as for the whole body whom we represent. 
The | Whereupon we most humbly beseech your majesties, as persons undefiled in 
pope's ab- the offence of this body towards the said see, which nevertheless God, by his 
cannot rovidence, hath made subject unto your majesties, so to set forth this our most 
io delen Rumble suit, that we may obtain from the see apostolic, by the said most reve- 
cession of rend father, as well particularly as universally, absolution, release, and discharge 
kings and from all danger of such censures and sentences, as by the laws of the church 
queens. we be fallen in; and that we may, as children repentant, be received into the 
bosom and unity of Christ’s church, so as this noble realm, with all the mem- 
bers thereof, may, in unity and perfect obedience to the see apostolic, and pope 
for the time being, serve God and your majesties, to the furtherance and 
advancement of his honour and glory. Amen. 


The sup The supplication being read, the king and queen delivered the 


given up same unto the cardinal, who (perceiving the effects thereof to answer 
dina. his expectation) did receive the same most gladly from their majes- 


ties: and after he had in few words given thanks to God, and 
declared what great cause he had to rejoice above all others, that his 
coming from Rome into England had taken most happy success; 
he, by the pope's authority, did give them this absolution following. 


An Absolution pronounced by Cardinal Pole to the whole Parliament 
of England, in the Presence of the King and Queen. 


Absolu- Our Lord Jesus Christ, which with his most precious blood hath redeemed 
tion from and washed us from all our sins and iniquities, that he might purchase unto 
MALA himself a glorious spouse without spot or wrinkle, and whom the Father hath 
the realm appointed head over all his church, he by his mercy absolve you! And we, by 
e apostolic authority (given unto us by the most holy lord pope Julius the Third, 
England his vicegerent in earth)! do absolve and deliver you, and every of you, with the 
brought whole realm and dominions thereof, from all heresy and schism, and from all 
fom and every judgment, censure and pain, for that cause incurred ; and also we do 
blessing restore you again unto the unity of our mother the holy church (as in our letters 


into the more plainly it shall appear), in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the 


sun! Holy Ghost. 

When all this was done, they went into the chapel, and there, sing- 
ing Te Deum, with great solemnity declared? the joy and gladness 
that for this reconciliation was pretended. 

Great joy The report of this was with great speed sent unto Rome; as well 

at Rome by the king and cardinal’s letters, which hereafter follow, as also other- 

couver- wise; whereupon the pope caused there at Rome processions to be 

England, made, and thanks to be given to God with great joy, for the conver- 

cause sion of England to his church; and therefore (praising the cardinal's 

why. — diligence, and the devotion of the king and queen), on Christmas 
even, by his bulls he set forth a general pardon to all such as did 
truly rejoice for the same. 


A Copy of King Philip's Letter, written with his own hand to Pope 
Julius, touching the restoring of the Realm of England: translated 
out of Spanish into English. 

Most holy father, I wrote yesterday unto Don John Manrique;? that he should 
declare by word of mouth, or else write to your holiness, in what good state 


(1) Christ's absolution not sufficient, without the pope's be joined withal. 
(2) With heavy hearts, God knoweth. (8) See Appendix. 
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the matter of religion stood in this realm, and of the submission to your holi- 
ness, as to the chief. As this day, which is the feast of St. Andrew, late in the 
evening, we have done God that service (to whose only goodness we must im- 


pute it, and to your holiness, who have taken so great pain to gain these souls), .-?*** 


that this realm, with full and general consent of all them that represent the 
state, being very penitent for that was past, and well bent to what they come 
to do, submitted themselves to your holiness, and to that holy see; whom, at 
the request of the queen and me, your legate did absolve. And forasmuch as 
the said Don John shall signify unto your holiness all that passed in this matter, 
I will write no more thereof; but only that the queen and I, as most faithful 
and devout children of your holiness, have received the greatest joy and com- 
fort thereof that may be expressed with tongue: considering that, besides the 
service done to God hereby, it hath chanced, in the time of your holiness, to 
place as it were in the lap of the holy and catholic church such a kingdom as 
this is. And therefore I think I cannot be thankful enough for that is done this 
day. And I trust in him, that your holiness shall alway understand, that the 
holy see hath not had a more obedient son than I, nor more desirous to preserve 
and increase the authority of the same. God guide and prosper the most holy 
personage of your holiness, as I desire. 
From London, the 30th of November, 1554. 
Your holiness's most humble son, the king, etc. 


Here followeth, likewise, the Cardinal’s Letter to the said Pope con- 
cerning the same matter.! 


Those things which I wrote unto your holiness of late, of that hope which I 
trusted would come to pass, that in short space this realm would be reduced to 
the unity of the church, and obedience of the apostolic see; though I did write 
then not without great cause, yet, nevertheless, I could not be void of all fear, 
not only for that difficulty which the minds of our countrymen did show, being 
so long alienated from the see apostolie, and for the old hatred which they had 
borne so many years to that name ; but much more I feared, lest the first entry 
into the cause itself, should be put off by some other bye-matter or convention 
coming betwixt. For the avoiding whereof, I made great means to the king 
and queen, which little needed ; for their own godly forwardness, and earnest 
desire to bring the thing to pass, far surmounted my great and earnest expec- 
tation. 

This day in the evening, being St. Andrew’s day (who first brought his brother 
Peter to Christ), it is come to pass by the providence of God, that this realm is 
reclaimed to give due obedience unto Peter’s seat and your holiness, by whose 
means it may be conjoined to Christ the head, and to his body which is the church. 
The thing was done and concluded in parliament (the king and queen being 

resent) with such full consent and great rejoicing, that incontinently after I 
fad made my oration, and given the benediction, with a great joy and shout 
there was divers times said, “ Amen, Amen.” Which doth evidently declare, 
that that holy seed, although it hath been long oppressed, yet was not utterly 
quenched in them ; which chiefly was declared in the nobility? 

Returning home to my house, these things I wrote unto your holiness upon 
the sudden, rejoicing that I had so luckily brought to pass so weighty a matter 
by the Divine Providence, thinking to have sent my letters by the king’s post, 
who (as it was said) should have departed shortly: but afterwards, changing 
my purpose, when Í had determined to send one of mine own men, I thought 
good to add thus much to my letters, for the more ample gratulation and 
rejoicing at that good chance. Which thing as it was right great gladness to 
me, through the event of the same (being itself very great, and so holy, so 
profitable to the whole church, so healthful to this my country which brought 
me forth, so honourable to the same which received me): so likewise I took no 
less rejoicing of the princes themselves, through whose virtue and godliness the 
matter did take success and perfection. 

Of how many, and how great things may the church (which is the spouse of 


(1) The Latin copy of this letter is in the First Edition, pp. 1012, 1013, and will be found in the 
Appendix.— Ep. us 
(2) The pope's authority was as much welcome to the nobility of England as water into the ship. 
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Mary. Christ, and our mother) make her account through those her children! O no- 

ALD. table zeal of godliness! O ancient faith !! which undoubtedly doth so manifestly 

A: 5 4. appear in them both, that whoso seeth them, must needs (whether he will or no) 

*. say the same which the prophet spake of the first children of the church: “ Isti 

sunt semen cui benedixit Dominus. Hæc plantatio Domini ad gloriandum.” 

That is, “ These are the seed which the Lord hath blessed. This is the Lord's 

planting to glory in." How holily did your holiness with all your authority 

and earnest affection favour this marriage! which truly seemeth to express a 

great similitude of the highest King,? which, being heir of the world, was sent 

down by his Father from the regal seat to be spouse and son of the Virgin, and 

Cardinal by this means to comfort all mankind. For even so this king himself, the 

R ole flat- greatest heir of all men which are in the earth, leaving his father’s kingdoms 

king. that are most great, is come into this little kingdom, and is become both the 

spouse and son of this virgin (for he so behaveth himself as though he were a 

son, whereas indeed he is a husband), that he might, as he hath in effect 

already performed, show himself an aider and helper to reconcile this people 

to Christ, and to his body, which is the church. Which things, seeing they 

are so, what may not our mother the church herself look for at his hands, that 

hath brought this to pass, to convert the hearts of the fathers towards their sons, 

and the unbelievers to the wisdom of the righteous? which virtue, truly, doth 

wonderfully shine in him. But the queen, which at that time, when your holi- 

ness sent me legate unto her, did rise up as a rod of incense springing out 

of the trees of myrrh, and as frankincense out of the desert she, I say, which 

a little before was forsaken of all men, how wonderfully doth she now shine! 

What a savour of myrrh and frankincense doth she give forth unto her people, 

Scripture who (as the prophet saith of the mother of Christ) brought forth, before she 

Men ed, laboured; before she was delivered, brought forth a man-child! Who ever 

heard of such a thing, and who hath seen the like of this? Shall the earth 

bring forth in one day, or shalla whole nation be brought forth together? 

But she now hath brought forth a whole nation before the time of that delivery, 
whereof we are in most great hope. 

How great cause is given to us to rejoice! How great cause have we to give 
thanks to God's mercy, your holiness, and the emperor's majesty, which have 
been causers of so happy and so godly a marriage, by which we, being recon- 
ciled, are joined to God the Father, to Christ, and to the church! of the which 
although I cannot comprehend in words the joy that I have taken, yet I cannot 
keep silence of it. And to this my rejoicing, this also was joined (which when 
I had perceived by the letters of the reverend archbishop of Conza, your 
holiness's nuncio with the emperor's majesty, brought me marvelleus great 
gladness), that your said holiness began to restore to the ancient beauty those 
things, which, in the church of Rome, through the corruption of times, were 
deformed; which truly, when it shall be finished, then indeed may we well cry 

The out with the prophet, and speak unto your holiness with these words :? ** Put 
aiins off the stole of sorrow and vexation; and put on comeliness, which thou hast 
of Sion of God in everlasting glory. For thy name shall be named of God everlasting, 
and Jeru- peace of righteousness, and honour of godliness; and then it shall be said, 
aapi Look about and see thy sons gathered together from the sun-rising to the going 
applied to down of the same, rejoicing in the holy word.” There is nothing truly (to 
the pope. speak of thy children gathered together in the west, which prepare themselves 
to meet their mother) which they had rather see, than her apparelled (that I 
may use the words of the prophet) in that garment of righteousness, wherewith 
God adorned her in times past. This one thing remaineth : that your holiness’s 
joy, and the joy of all the universal church may be perfected ; which, together 
with us her unworthy children, ceaseth not to pray to God for it. The Almighty 
God preserve your holiness long to continue in health, for the profit of his church ! 


From London, the last of November, 1554. 


Your most humble servant, 
Reginald Pole, cardinal! 


(1) O dissimulation of a flattering cardinal ! 

(2) What similitude is betwixt light and darkness? 2 Cor. vi. 

(3) “ Exue te stolá luctus et vexationis, et indue te decore, qui à Deo tibi est in gloria sempi- 
terna: nominabitur enim tibi nomen tuum à Deo sempiternum, pax justitize et honor pietatis. 
Tum autem dicetur, cireumspice et vide collectos filios tuos ab oriente sole usque in occidentem, 
verbo sancto gaudentem." (4) See Appendix. 
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A Lamentable Erample of Cruelty 


SHOWED UPON JOHN BOLTON, A MAN OF READING, IMPRISONED 
FOR THE TRUE TESTIMONY OF A CHRISTIAN CONSCIENCE. 


* The! Lent following the coronation of queen Mary, which Lent 
was in the year 1554, there was a writing set upon the church-door 
at Reading in Berkshire, containing matter against the mass, but the 
author thereof then, and a long time after, was unknown ; although 
now certainly known to be indeed one John Moyer, who afterwards 
confessed the fact, recanted, and is now made minister. Great inqui- 
sition was in every place thereabouts, but nothing, as I said, could be 
found certainly. Amongst many others one John Bolton was sus- 
pected, and being asked his mind of the mass answered, that he 
took it to be against the word of God and contumelious to Christ : 
upon the which words, he was by the mayor (whose name was Boyer, 
and by science a tanner), with other officers, committed to the gaol 
about three weeks before Easter; where being kept by the space of a 
week or a fortnight in the under-prison or dungeon, afterwards [he] 
was had up to a chamber of the gaoler’s (whose name was Welch), 
having his bed and other necessaries to help himself withal, and so 
continued until Gardiner, the bishop of Winchester, came through 
the town with king Philip and queen Mary, straight upon their mar- 
riage at Winchester. 

Then the said bishop, hearing of the said John Bolton, sent for 
him to talk with him, persuading him, what he could, to relent from 
the truth. But he stood steadfast, and most boldly reproved the 
said bishop to his face, and replied most earnestly against his persua- 
sions; whereby the bishop being greatly moved commanded he 
should be had to prison again, there to be kept with bread and water, 
and nothing else: charging, further, that whosoever came to him 
should, in anywise, immediately be set by him. Well, John Bolton 
was, thereupon, carried again to the gaol and put into the dungeon, 
or under prison, where he was before; which is under the ground 
about twelve feet deep, compassed about with most thick walls, without 
any light saving that only which cometh down at the entry; but 
(which is the best) both above the head and under foot it is boarded. 
And alas! to no purpose (poor John Bolton might say), for he was 
not once suffered to walk any part therein, but [was] most cruelly 
stocked and chained, as hereafter followeth. In the same dungeon is 
a marvellous evil scent or odour, and the whole proportion most terrible 
to see. In the midst thereof be a huge pair of stocks, of a great height, 
wherein they did put both his hands and his feet; on the other side 
of the stocks were his legs tied with a great chain of iron, being surely 
fastened to a great [and] mighty block unmovable. And hanging on 
this sort by the hands and feet sometimes a day and a night together 
(his body not touching any part of the ground), the gaoler often 
would ease him and loose his hands sometimes at night, but his feet 
he would keep in the stocks still, whole three or four days together. 
And, being in this woful and most miserable case, the gaoler and his 
family would wickedly, in the night season, oftentimes (to trouble the 
good poor man) cast squibs of fire into the dungeon, whereby his 

(1) See Edition 1563, p. 1017.—Ep. 


.D. 
1554. 
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empty and careful head might be troubled with vain and fond fan- 
tasies ; which came to pass, as hereafter shall be showed. 

Now his honest good neighbours, hearing of his perplexity, were 
not a little careful for him and sent their benevolence liberally to him; 
as wholesome meats and drinks to comfort his weak body, which 
always was either eaten up by the gaoler and his household, or else 
brcught to the grate of the prison, and there given to dogs before his 
face: so cruel and unmerciful was this wicked gaoler. Whereby the 
said poor John Bolton was enforced (alas! the pity) to eat his own 
excrements for very hunger; some thinketh for the space of six days, 
some thinketh more, some less; but although how long the time is 
uncertain, yet, that he did it, is most true. 

Thus was he in the lower prison just twelve months and ten weeks, 
having sometimes his hand and feet in the stocks ; sometimes his feet 
only, sometimes neither; sometimes having checks, taunts, scornings, 
threatenings, and mockings; otherwhiles having meat ; otherwhiles, 
his own ordure: until, at the last, with terrible torments, solitary 
sighings, lack of liberty, meat, drink, with such like, and also 
eating that which nature most abhorreth, and that never was heard of 
before in any tyrant’s days, [he] began, I say, at the last, to be full 
of ravings and strange fantasies, in such sort, that men took him as 
one without reason and distract of mind. Which being once known 
unto sir Francis Englefield, he, with his bloody brother the parson of 
Englefield, thought good to rid the prison of him; and so he was 
discharged. 

It is not to be forgotten, amongst so many troubles, that in prison 
was laid awhile, for fornication, a collar-maker by his science; who, 
being of nature very tender, and feeling not one quarter of John 
Bolton’s troubles and miserable torments, fell mad. And, through 
friendship of them who were more mad than he, liberty was given him 
to sit at the grate of the dungeon, to work for his living and to have 
the benefit of the light; which is (as prisoners say) no small benefit. 
This madman having his tools, that is to say an awl and a stretcher, 
and his liberty therewith, used the same almost to the destruction of 
his own wife and the said John Bolton. For she coming to visit 
him, being great with child and thinking of no danger (poor woman) 
towards her, the wretched madman ungraciously thrust his awl in 
her body, and slew the little babe within her womb. And yet, not 
content therewith, but to increase his mischief more and more, he also 
with the same instruments did, in divers places, hurt the said John 
Bolton sitting in the stocks, to the great peril of his life, and no less 
danger of the same continually, while the said collar-maker remained 
in prison ; as it appeareth evidently at this present upon his body, 
for them that list to see. 

Such cruelty, and so greatly was truth hated, and whoredom 
maintained, by this wicked gaoler, that the evil person could have 
liberty to do his mischief when he would, where the poor simple John 
Bolton (laid in for conscience’ sake to Godward) might not once have 
so much favour as to be free from the stocks, and to walk a little for 
his comfort. ‘This is the truth of this story, approved by sufficient 
and credible testimonies, as well of the inhabitours of the said town 
of Reading (whose letters, at this present, for the certification thereof 


STEPHEN GARDINER'S SERMON AT PAUL'S CROSS. 


we have to show, dated to us the twelfth day of May), as also by the 
confirmation of the party himself on whom this cruelty was showed, 
being although, through the same their extreme handling, weak and 
feeble, yet, God be praised ! a man alive.* 

On the Sunday the 2d of December, the bishop of Winchester, 
lord chancellor of England, preached at Paul's Cross, at which sermon 
was present the king and cardinal Pole. He took for his theme this 
part of the epistle of St. Paul to the Romans,! “ This also we know, 
the season, brethren, that we should now awake out of sleep ; for 
now is our salvation nearer, than when we believed," ete. Some 
notes thereof as they came to my hands, faithfully gathered (as it 
appeareth by sundry copies), I have here thought good to set forth. 


Notes of & Sermon of the Bishop of Winchester, preached at 
Paul's Cross. 


First, he showed how the saying of St. Paul was verified upon the Gentiles, 
who had a long time slept in dark ignorance, not knowing God: “ Therefore 
St. Paul,” quoth he, “ to stir up their heavy dulness, willed them to awake 
out of their long sleep, because their salvation was nearer, than when they 
believed.” 


In amplifying this matter, and comparing our times with theirs, he 
took occasion to declare what difference the Jewish sacraments had 
from those of the Christians, wherein he used these words : 


Even as the sacrament of the Jews did declare Christ to come, so do our 
sacraments declare Christ to be alréady come: but Christ to come, and Christ 
to be come, is not all one. For now that he is come, the Jews’ sacraments be 
done away, and ours only remain, which declare that he is already come, and 
is nearer us, than he was to the fathers of the old law: for they had him but 
in signs, but we have him in the sacrament of the altar, even his very body. 
Wherefore now, also, it is time that we awake out of our sleep, who have slept, 
or rather dreamed, these twenty years past; as shall more easily appear by 
declaring at large some of the properties and effects of a sleep or a dream. And 
first, as men intending to sleep do separate themselves from company, and 
desire to be alone; even so have we separated ourselves from the see apostolic 
of Rome: and have been alone, no realm in Christendom like us. 

Secondly, as in sleep men dream sometimes of killing, sometimes of maiming, 
sometimes of drowning or burning, sometimes of such beastliness as I dare not 
name, but will spare your ears: so we have in this our sleep not only dreamed 
of beastliness, but we have done it indeed. For in this our sleep hath not 
one brother destroyed another? hath not half our money been wiped away at 
one time?—And again, those that would defend their conscience, were slain, 
and others also otherwise troubled ; besides infinite other things, which you all 
know as well as I, whereof I report me to your own consciences. Further, in a 
man's sleep all his senses are stopped, so that he can neither see, smell, nor 
hear: even so, whereas the ceremonies of the church were instituted to move 
and stir up our senses, they being taken away, were not our senses (as ye would 
say) stopped, and we fast asleep? Moreover, when a man would gladly sleep, 
he will put out the candle? lest peradventure it may let his sleep, and awake 
him : so of late all such writers as did hold any thing with the apostolic see, 
were condemned, and forbidden to be read; and images (which were laymen's 
books?) were cast down and broken. 

This sleep hath continued with us these twenty years, and we all that while 
without a head: for when king Henry did first take upon him to be head of 
the church, it was then no church at all. After whose death, king Edward 

(1) Chap. xiii. 

(2) Who putteth out the candle, but they which extinguish God's word, and forbid the Scriptures 


that should give us light? 
(3) They forbid laymen's books; but you, forbid the book of God, 
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STEPHEN GARDINER'S SERMON AT PAUL'S CROSS. 


(having over him governors and protectors which ruled as them listed) could 
not be head of the church, but was only a shadow or sign of a head: and, at 
length, it came to pass that we had no head at all; no, not so much as our two 
archbishops. For on the one side, the queen, being a woman, could not be 
head of the church; and on the other side, they both were convicted of one 
crime, and so deposed. Thus, while we desired to have a supreme head among 
us, it came to pass that we had no head at all. When the tumult was in the 
north, in the time of king Henry VIII., I am sure the king was determined 
to have given over the supremacy again to the pope: but the hour was not then 
come, and therefore it went not forward, lest some would have said, that he did 
it for fear. 

After this, master Knevet and I were sent ambassadors unto the emperor, to 
desire him that he would be a mean between the pope's holiness and the king, 
to bring the king to the obedience of the see of Rome: but the time was not 
yet come; for it might have been said, that it had been done for a civil policy. 
Again, in the beginning of king Edward's reign the matter was moved, but the 
time was not yet ; forit would have been said, that the king (being but a child) 
had been bought and sold. Neither in the beginning of the queen's reign was 
the hour come; for it would have been said, that it was done in a time of weak- 
ness. Likewise when the king first came, if it had been done, they might have 
said it had been by force and violence. But now, even now, “ hora est,"s the 
hour is come, when nothing can be objected, but that it is the mere mercy and 
providence of God. Now hath the pope's holiness, pope Julius IIL, sent unto 
us this most reverend father, cardinal Pole, an ambassador from his side. What 
to do? Not to revenge the injuries done by us against his holiness, **sed bene- 
dicere maledicentibus," to give his benediction to those that defamed and per- 
secuted him. 

And that we may be the more meet to receive the said benediction, I shall 
desire you that we may alway acknowledge ourselves offenders against his holi- 
ness—I do not exclude myself forth of the number. I will? ** Weep with them 
that weep, and rejoice with them that rejoice." And I shall desire you that we 
may defer the matter no longer; for now, “hora est," the hour is come. The 
king and queen's majesties have already restored our holy father the pope to his 
supremacy, and the three estates assembled in the parliament, representing the 
whole body of the realm, have also submitted themselves to his holiness, and 
his successors for ever ;* wherefore let us not any longer stay. And even as St. 
Paul said to the Corinthians, that he was their father,’ so may the pope say, 
that he is our father: for we received our doctrine first from Rome—therefore 
he may challenge us as his own. We have all cause to rejoice, for his holiness 
hath sent hither and prevented us, before we sought him : such care hath he for 
us. Therefore let us say, * Heec est dies quam fecit Dominus, exultemus et 
letemur in ea :" Rejoice in this day, which is of the Lord's working, that such 
a noble birth is come, yea, such a holy father (I mean, my lord cardinal Pole), 
which can speak unto us as unto brethren, and not as unto strangers; who hath 
along time been absent. And let us now awake, which so long have slept, and 
in our sleep have done so much naughtiness against the sacraments of Christ, 
denying the blessed sacrament of the altar, and pulled down the altar? which 
tbing Luther himself would not do, but rather reproved them that did, examining 
them of their belief in Christ. 


This was the sum of his sermon before his prayers, wherein he 
prayed first for the pope, pope Julius II., with all his college of 
cardinals; the bishop of London with the rest of that order. Then 
for the king and queen, and the nobility of this realm ; and last, for 
the commons.of the same, with the souls departed, lying in the pains 


(1) Then, belike, Christ is no head at all, to give life to his church, unless the pope's head also 
be clapt on the church’s shoulders. - 

(2) Imo, “potestas tenebrarum !” (3) ‘Flere cum flentibus, et gaudere cum gaudentibus.” 

(4) Note bow the meaning of St. Paul's words ate here applied, “ for ever.” 

(5) St. Paul, though he were the father of many churches in Christ Jesus, yet was he never so 
arrogant to take upon him to be supreme head of any church, but left that solely to Christ, and 
laboured to bring all under him. 

(6) “So Hezekiah pulled down the hill-altars, which Manasseh afterwards did set up: and vet 
we commend the doings of Hezekiah, and disprove the fact of the other.” 
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of purgatory. This ended, the time being late, they began in Paul's az. 
to ring for their evening song, whereby the preacher could not be well Ap. 
heard, which caused him to make a short end of his clerkly sermon. — 1555. 


About this very time a post or messenger was sent from the whole 
parliament to the pope, to desire him to confirm and establish the sale 
of abbey-lands and chantry-lands ;! for the lords and the parliament 
would grant nothing in the pope’s behalf, before their purchases were 
fully confirmed. 

On the Thursday following, being the 6th of December, and St. ‘Theenap- 
Nicholas’s day, all the whole convocation, both bishops and others, Pants 
were sent for to Lambeth to the cardinal, who the same day forgave er i 
them all their perjurations, schisms, and heresies, and they all there cardinal. 
kneeled down and received his absolution; and after an exhortation 
and gratulation for their conversion to the catholic church made by 
the cardinal, they departed. 

On Wednesday, the 12th of December, five of the eight men The 
which lay in the Fleet, that were of master Throgmorton’s quest, or Throg- 
were discharged, and set at liberty upon their fine paid, which was two delivered. 
hundred and twenty pounds apiece ; and the other three put up a 
supplication, therein declaring, that their goods did not amount to 
the sum that they were appointed to pay; and so, upon that decla- 
ration paying forty pounds apiece, they were delivered out of prison 
upon St. Thomas’s day before Christmas, being the 21st of De- 
cember. 

On the Saturday following, being the 22d of December, all the 
whole parliament had strict commandment, that none of them should 
depart into their country this Christmas, nor before the parliament 
were ended: which commandment was wonderful contrary to their 
expectations; for as well many of the lords, as also many of the 
inferior sort, had sent for their horses, and had them brought hither. 

On the Friday following, being the 98th of December, and 
Childermas-day, the prince of Piedmont came to the court at West- 
minster. 


MASTER ROSE WITH THIRTY PERSONS TAKEN AT A COMMU- 
NION IN BOW-CHURCHYARD. ANNO 1555. 


On new-years day at night following, certain honest men and 
women of the city, tothe number of thirty, and a minister with them 
named master Rose, were taken as they were in a house in Bow- 
churchyard at the communion, and the same night they were all com- 
mitted to prison. And on the Thursday following, being the 8d 
of January, master Rose was before the bishop of Winchester, being 
lord chancellor; and from thence the same day he was committed to 
the Tower, after certain communication had between the bishop 
and him. 

(1) “ To establish the sale of abbey-lands.” [Strype writes under the year 1555: “ Notwithstanding 
the law that was made in the parliament last year, confirming church lands to the present owners, 
yet so cautious was sir W. Petre, one of the principal secretaries of state, that he thought it not sure 
enough to rely upon it, and therefore obtained a bull this year from the pope, for the ratification of 
the manors and lands, that he had purchased of king Henry VIII., which had formerly belonged te 
monasteries, &c. This bull is extant in Dugdale's Monasticon, where it is specified, that-sir-W. 


Petre was ready to assign and demise the said lands to spiritual uses. The original bull was in the 
keeping of William Lord Petre (descended from the said secretary) anno 1672." Chap. xxxiv. p. 465.] 
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580 AN ACT FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF QUEEN MARY's CHILD. 


Mar. The same day the act of supremacy passed in the parliament. 
A.D, Also the same day at night was a great tumult between Spaniards 
1555. and Englishmen at Westminster, whereof was like to have ensued 
Theanap great mischief through a Spanish friar, who got into the church 
suprema- and rung alarum. ‘The occasion was about two loose women which 
inthe par- Were in the cloister of Westminster, with a sort of Spaniards, whereof, 
Mau" whilst some played the knaves with them, others did keep the entry 
between of the cloister with dags, in harness. In the mean time certain of the 
the Spa- . . . . . 
»iads — dean's men came into the cloister, and the Spaniards discharged their 
cinar dags at them, and hurt some of them. By and by the noise of this 
Yesmin- doing came into the streets, so that the whole town was up almost ; 
but never a stroke was stricken. Notwithstanding the noise of this 
doing with the dean’s men, and also the ringing of the alarum, made 
much ado; and a great number also to be sore afraid. 

Ye heard a little before the council’s letter sent to bishop Bonner, 
signifying the good news of queen Mary to be not only conceived, but 
also quick with child, which was in the month of November, the 28th 
day. Of this child great talk began at this time to rise in every man’s 
mouth, with busy preparation, and much ado, especially amongst such 
as seemed in England to carry Spanish hearts in English bodies. In 
number of whom is here not to be forgotten, nor defrauded of his 
condign commendation for his worthy affection toward his prince 
and her issue, one sir Richard Southwell, who, being the same time 
in the parliament-house, when the lords were occupied in other affairs 
and matters of importance, suddenly starting up, for fulness of joy 

‘The burst out in these words following: ^ Tush my masters,” quoth he, 
So." "what talk ye of these matters ? I would have you take some order 
ie a. for our young master that is now coming into the world apace, lest he 
liament- find us unprovided,” etc. By the which words both of him, and also 
use. H . 
by the aforesaid letters of the council, and the common talk abroad, 
it may appear what an assured opinion was then conceived in men’s 
heads of queen Mary to be conceived and quick with child: insomuch 
that at the same time, and in the same parliament there was eftsoons 
a bill exhibited, and an act made upon the same, the words whereof, 
for the more evidence, I thought good here to exemplify, as fol- 
loweth. 


Extract of an Act for the Government of Queen Mary’s Issue. 


Albeit we, the lords spiritual and temporal, and the commons in this present 
parliament assembled, have firm hope and confidence in the goodness of 
Almighty God, that like ashe hath hitherto miraculously preserved the queen’s 
majesty from many great imminent perils and dangers; even so he will, of his 
infinite goodness, give her highness strength, the rather by our continual 
prayers, to pass well the danger of deliverance of child, wherewith it hath 
pleased him (to all our great comforts) to bless her: yet forasmuch as all things 
The judg- of this world be uncertain, and having before our eyes the dolorous experience 
the wa of the inconstant government, during the time of the reign of the late king 
liament Edward the Sixth, do plainly see the manifold inconveniences, great dangers 
deceived and perils, that may ensue in this whole realm, if foresight be not used to pre- 
blessing. vent all evil chances, if they should happen: for the eschewing hereof, we, the 

lords spiritual and temporal, and the commons in this present parliament as- 

sembled, for and in consideration of a most special trust and confidence that we 


(1) Ex stat. an. 1 & 2, Phil. and Mar. cap. 10. 
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have and repose in the king's majesty, for and concerning the politic govern- Mary. 
ment, order, and administration of this realm in the time of the young years of — 
the issue or issues of her majesty’s body to be born (if it should please God to A.D. 
call the queen's highness out of this present life, during the tender years of such 1555. 
issue or issues; which God forbid)—according to such order and manner, as Order 
hereafter, in this present act, his highness’s most gracious pleasure is, should be taken by 
declared and set forth, have made our humble suit, by the assent of the queen’s ment for 
highness, that his majesty would vouchsafe to accept and take upon him the queen 
rule, order, education, and government of the said issue or issues to be born, as May s 
is aforesaid: upon which our suit being of his said majesty most graciously mrust dis- 
accepted, it hath pleased his highness not only to declare, that like as for the appoint- 
most part his majesty verily trusteth that Almighty God (who hath hitherto °4 
preserved the queen's majesty, to give this realm so good a hope of certain suc- 

cession in the blood royal of the same realm) will assist her highness with his 

graces and benedictions, to see the fruit of her body well brought forth, live, 

and able to govern (whereof neither all this realm, nay all the world besides, 

should or could receive more comfort than his majesty should and would), yet, 

if such chance should happen, his majesty at our humble desires is pleased and 
contented, not only to accept and take upon him the cure and charge of the 
education, rule, order, and government of such issues as of this most happy 
marriage shall be born between the queen's higbness and him; but also, during 

the time of such government, would, by all ways ahd means, study, travail, and 

employ himself to advance the weal both public and private of this realm and 
dominion thereunto belonging, according to the said trust in his majesty 
reposed, with no less good-will and affection, than if his highness had been 
naturally born amongst us. In consideration whereof, be it enacted by the 

king and the queen's most excellent majesties, by the assent of the lords spiritual 

and temporal, and the commons in this present parliament assembled, and by 

the authority of the same, etc.! 


Thus much out of the act and statute I thought to rehearse, to 
the intent the reader may understand, not so much how parliaments 
may sometimes be deceived (as by this child of queen Mary may 
appear), as rather what cause we Englishmen have to render most 
earnest thanks unto Almighty God, who so mercifülly, against the 
opinion, expectation, and working of our adversaries, hath helped and 
delivered us in this case; which otherwise might have opened such 
a window to the Spaniards, to have entered and replenished this land, 
that peradventure, by this time, Englishmen should have enjoyed no 
great quiet in their own country. The Lord therefore make us per- 
petually mindful of his benefits! Amen. 


Thus we see then how man doth purpose, but God disposeth as 
pleaseth him. For all this great labour, provision, and order taken in 
the parliament-house for their young master long looked for, coming 
so surely into the world, in the end appeared neither young master, 
nor young mistress, that any man yet to this day can hear of. Fur- The 
thermore, as the labour of the lay sort was herein deluded; so no lega, "f 
less ridiculous it was to behold, what little effect the prayers of the pists, of. 


pope's churchmen had with Almighty God, who travailed no less with effect they 
their processions, masses, and collects, for the happy deliverance of Goa 


this young master to come, as here followeth to be seen. 


(1) As it is to be seen in the act more at large ratified and confirmed at the same parliament, to 
the same intent and purpose 
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A Prayer made by Dr. Weston, Dean of Westminster, daily to be 
said for the Queen's Deliverance.— Out of Latin into English.’ 


O most righteous Lord God, which, for the offence of the first woman, has 
threatened unto all women, & common, sharp, and inevitable malediction, and 
hath enjoined them that they should conceive in sin, and, being conceived, should 
be subject to many and grievous torments; and finally, be delivered with the 
danger and jeopardy of their lives: we beseech thee for thine exceeding great 
goodness and bottomless mercy, to mitigate the strictness of that law. Assuage 
thine anger for a while, and cherish in the bosom of thy favour and mercy our 
most gracious queen Mary, being now at the point to be delivered. So help 
her, that without danger of her life she may overcome the sorrow, and in due 
season bring forth a child, in body beautiful and comely, in mind noble and 
valiant. So that afterward, she, forgetting the trouble, may with joy, laud and 
praise the bountifulness of thy mercy, and, together with us, praise and bless 
both thee and thy holy name, world without end. This, O Lord, we desire thee, 
we beseech thee, and most heartily crave of thee. Hear us, O Lord, and grant 
us our petition : let not the enemies of thy faith. and of thy church say, “ Where 
is their God ?" is their God?” *Amen. 

T Imprinted by John Cawode, $c.* 


A solemn Prayer made for King Philip and Queen Mary’s Child, 
that it may be a Male-Child, well-favoured, and witty, etc. 


O most mighty Lord God, which regardest the prayer of the humble, and 
despisest not their request; bow down from thine high habitation of the heavens, 
the eyes of thy mercy unto us wretched sinners, bowing the knees of our hearts, 
and with many and deep sighs bewailing our sins and offences; humbly, with 
eyes intent and hands displayed, praying and beseeching thee, with the shield 
of thy protection, to defend Mary thy servant, and our gueen, who hath none 
other helper but thee, and whom, through thy grace, thou hast willed to be 
conceived with child: and at the time of her travail graciously, with the help of 
thy right hend, deliver her; and from all danger, with the child in her con- 
ceived, mercifully preserve. 

It hath seemed good in thy sight, merciful Father, by thy servant Mary, to 
work these wonders; that is to say, in her hands to vanquish and overthrow the 
stout enemy, and to deliver us, thy people, out of the hands of heretics, infidels, 
enemies? to thee and to the cross of thy beloved Son Jesus Christ; that of thy ser- 
vant thou mightest speak in far countries. Therefore, for these wonderful works 
which thou dost to thy servants, thou art magnified, Lord God, for ever; and we 
thy people bless thee, the God of heaven, which hath wrought upon us this 
great mercy, and hath excluded from us the heretic, the enemy of truth, the 
persecutor of thy church. We know, we know, that we have grievously, Lord, 
sinned; that we have been deceived by vanity, and that we have forsaken thee 
our God, Our iniquities be multiplied on our head, and our sins be increased 
up to heaven: and we ourselves, having offended, and our princes and our 
priests, for these our sins have deserved a hypocrite to our prince; our sins have 
deserved a tyrant to our governor, that should bring our life to a bitterness. 
We be not worthy to have so gentle and merciful a queen, so godly a ruler, and 
finally, so virtuous a prince ; at the very beginning of whose reign, a new light, 
as it were, of God's religion seemed to us for to spring and rise. The Jews did 


compared bless the widow Judith with one voice, saying, * Thou art the glory of Jeru- 


of the 
papista 
to Judith. 


salem, thou art the joy of Israel, thou art the honour of our people, for that thou 
hast loved chastity ; and thou shalt be blessed for ever.” 


(1) The prayer in Latin, with the following inscription, is given in the First Edition of the Acts 
and Monuments, p. 1015. 

A Prayer made by Doctor Weston, Dean of Westminster ; and delivered to the Children of the Queen's 
Majesty's Grammar-school there ; and said by them daily, Morning and Evening, for her Majesty.-— 
** Juste Domine Deus, qui, propter prime mulieris piaculum, communem omnibus feeminis seve- 
ram et inevitabilem maledictionem denunciasti et imposuisti : —nempe ut in peccatis conciperent, 
et, gravidee, multis et magnis cruciatibus subjacerent, et, tandem, cum vite periculo parerent :— 
quæsumus, pro tua immens& bonitate proque inexhaust& misericordiá, hujus legis edictum mitiga. 
Quiescat, paululum, ira tua, et reginam nostram Mariam, jam partum enitentem, tuz gratie sinu 
fove. Adjuva eam ut, sine periculo vitz, dolorem superare; prolem corpore elegantem, animo 
nobilem, justo tempore valeat parere; quó póst, angustiz oblita, cum gaudio miserationis tuse 
gratiam celebret. teque tuumque nomen nobiscum benedicat in secula seculorum! Oramus, 
obsecramus, obtestamur, Audi Domine et exaudi, ne dicant fidei et ecclesie tuze hostes, * Ubi est 
Deus eorumt’ "—Ep. 

(2). The papists call the protestants heretics and enemies to the cross of Christ, even as Ahab 
called Elías the disturber of Israel. when he was only the dísturher himself 
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And we, the English people, with one agreeable consent do cry: * Thou Mary. 
ind," our joy, the honour of thy people ; for that thou —— 


Mary art the glory of Eng 
hast embraced chastity. Thine heart is strengthened, for the hand of our Lord 


o 


88 


hath comforted thee, and therefore thou shalt be blessed for ever.’ But bow 1555. 


down, O most merciful Father, thine ear, and open thine eyes, and behold our 
affliction, and our humble confession. Thou knowest, Lord, that against Philip 
(not by human, but by thy ordinance, our king), and against thy servant Mary 
(by thy providence our queen), the restorers and maintainers of thy testament 
of the faith, and most constant defenders of thy church: thou knowest, I say, 
that against these, our two governors, the enemies of thy holy Testament, and 
of the church thy spouse? be most rank rebels and spiteful murmurers, 
walking after their lusts; whose mouth speaketh words of pride, to the end they 
may set up the kingdom of heretics and schismatics. By the power of their 
hands they would change thy promises,? and destroy thine inheritance, and stop 
and shut up the mouths of them that praise thee, and extinguish the glory of 
thy catholic church and altar. 

It is manifest and plain, how many contentions, how many conspiracies and 
seditions, how great wars, what tumults, how many and how great troublesome 
vexations, how many heresies and schisms (for these be the most ready devices, 
and evident tokens of heretics) for our sins do hang over us, if thy servant be 
taken from this life: for we acknowledge that our Lord is omnipotent, who hath 
pitched his dwelling-place in the midst of his people, to the intent to deliver us 
out of the hands of our enemies. Turn therefore thy countenance unto us, 
show unto us, O Lord, thy face. Punish us for our sins according to thy will 
and pleasure ; only now deliver us. We, bowing the knees of our heart, beseech 
thee, that thou wilt not reserve unto us punishment for ever; and we shall 
praise thee all the days of our life. Hear our cry, and the prayer of thy people, 
and open to them the treasure of thy mercy, thy gracious favour, the spring of 
lively water. Thou that hast begun, make in the hand of thy servant a perfect 
work. Suffer not, we pray thee, the faithless rebels to say of thy servant and 
her councillors, that they have devised matters which they cannot perform. 
And grant unto thy servant a happy and an easy travail: for it is not impos- 
sible to thy power, nor indecent to thy justice, nor unwonted to thy mercy. 


It is well known unto us, how marvellously thou didst work in Sarah of the The Lora 


age of ninety years, and in Elizabeth, the barren, and also far stricken in age: 
for thy counsel is not in the power of men. Thou Lord, that art the searcher 


gave a 
promise 
to Sarah 


of hearts and thoughts, thou knowest that thy servant never lusted after man, and El- 
never gave herself to wanton company, nor made herself partaker with them 24beth: 


that walk in lightness: but she consented to take a husband with thy fear, and 


not with her lust. Thou knowest that thy servant took a husband not for queen 


carnal pleasure, but only for the desire and love of posterity, wherein thy name 
might be blessed for ever and ever. 

Give therefore unto thy servants Philip our king and Mary our queen, a male 
issue, which may sit in the seat of thy kingdom. Give unto our queen thy 
servant a little infant, in fashion and body comely and beautiful, in pre t 
wit notable and excellent. Grant the same to be in obedience like Abraham, 
in hospitality like Lot, in chastity and brotherly love like Joseph, in meekness 
and mildness like Moses, in strength and valour like Samson. Let him be 
found faithful as David after thy heart. Let him be wise among kings as the 
most wise Solomon. Let him be like Job, a simple and an upright man, fearing 
God, and eschewing evil. Let him, finally, be garnished with the comeliness 
of all virtuous conditions, and in the same let him wax old and live, that he 
may see his children's children to the third and fourth generation. And give 
unto our sovereign lord and lady, king Philip and queen Mary, thy blessings 
and long life upon earth ; and grant that of them may come kings and queens, 
which may steadfastly continue in faith, love, and holiness. And blessed be 

(1) Mark how, forgetting his prayer, he falleth to the praising of queen Mary. 

(2) The Testament setteth up only the glory of Christ. 

(3) If the changing of God's promises, destroying his inheritance, stopping the mouths of God's 
people; if contentions, wars, and schisms, be tokens of heretics, who so great heretics as the 
P Cy up louder, you priests! peradventure your god is asleep. 


(5) It is not best such a one to be granted unto you; for being like Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and 
Solomon, he may chance to smell out your corrupt doctrine, and to detest your bloody tyranny, etc 


ary. 
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not to 
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THREE STATUTES AGAINST HERETICS REVIVED. 


their seed of our God, that all nations may know, thou art only God in all the 
earth, which art blessed for ever and ever: Amen! 


Another Prayer for Queen Mary, and her conceived Child.! 


O Almighty Father, which didst sanctify the blessed Virgin and mother 
Mary in her conception, and in the birth of Christ our Saviour thine only Son; 
also, by thine omnipotent power, didst safely deliver the prophet Jonas out of the 
whale's belly : defend, O Lord, we beseech thee, thy servant Mary, our queen, 
with child conceived; and so visit her in and with thy godly gift of health, that 
not only the child thy creature, within her contained, may joyfully come from 
her into this world, and receive the blessed sacraments of baptism and con- 
firmation, enjoying therewith daily increase of all princely and gracious gifts 
both of body and soul; but that also she (the mother), through thy special 
grace and mercy, may in time of'her travail avoid all excessive dolour and pain, 
and abide perfect and sure from all peril and danger of death, with long and 
prosperous life, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


It followeth now further, in process of the story, that upon the 
Tuesday, being the 10th of January, nineteen of the lower house of 
the parliament, with the speaker, came to Whitehall to the king, 
and offered him the government of the realm and of the issue, if the 
queen should fail, which was confirmed by act of parliament within 
ten days after. 

On Wednesday following, being the 16th of January, the parlia- 
ment was clean dissolved. In this parliament, amongst other tidings, 
the bishop of Rome was established, and all such laws as were made 
against him since the twentieth year of king Henry VIII. were 
repealed, and also cardinal Pole, bishop Pates, Lilly, and others were 
restored to their blood. Also there was an act made for speaking of 
words ; that whoever should speak any thing against the king or 
queen, or that might move any sedition or rebellion, at the first time 
to have one of his ears cut off, or to forfeit a hundred marks; and at 
the second time to have both his ears cut off, or else to forfeit a 
hundred pounds; and whosoever should write, cipher, or print any 
of the premises, to have their right hand cut off. 

Also in this parliament three statutes were revived for trial of 
heresy ; one made in the fifth year of Richard IF.: another in the 
second year of Henry IV.: and the third in the second year of 
Henry V.* Also the doing of master Rose, and the others that were 
with him, was communed of in this parliament; and upon that 
occasion an act, was made, that certain evil prayers should be treason 
against the queen's highness. The prayers of these men were thus: 
** God turn the heart of queen Mary from idolatry; or else shorten 
her days." 

As touching the taking of master Rose and his fellows, word was 
brought thereof to that godly man and dear martyr of God, master 
Hooper, being then in the Fleet, in words as followeth.* 


(1) Tn the First Edition, page 1016, this prayer is entitled “ A short Prayer for Queen Mary, set 
forth in English by Thomas Smith, servant to her Majesty, to be daily and hourly prayed and said 
of good subjects." —Ep. 

(2 See Appendix. (3) Hereof read the statute an. 1 & 2, reg. Phil. et Mar. cap. 9. - 

(4) This letter, with the two following, are printed at the end of a work entitled '* An Apologye 
made by the Reuerende Father and constante martyr of Chryste, John Hooper, ete., that he should 
he a maintainer and encorager of suche as cursed the Queene's highnes,” etc. Lond. printed by 
W. Tisdale, 1562, 8vo.-—Ep 


LETTER OF JOHN HOOPER, BISHOP OF WORCESTER. 


* A Letter! sent to Master Hooper, concerning the taking of a godly 
Company in Bow-Churchyard, at their Prayer. 


My duty humbly remembered :—You hear, I know, of a godly company 
imprisoned, which were taken upon new-year’s night. Yet notwithstanding, 
forasmuch, perhaps, as you know not perfectly how nor wherefore, you shall 
understand that being upon their knees in ending of prayer (wherein they gave 
God thanks, prayed for the magistrates and estates of the realm, and required 
things necessary at his bountifül hands), two of my lord chancellor's men, as I 
am informed, came first into the chamber where they were, in Bow-churchyard ; 
and, immediately afterwards, followed master sheriff with others, who com- 
manded them all to stay, in the king's and queen's majesty's names : whereunto 
they humbly obeyed. For they came not thither weaponed, to conspire or 
make any tumult, but only like Christians, christianly to pray, and to be 
instructed, in the vulgar tongue, by the reading and hearing of God's word; as 
their conscience did enforce them, without the displeasure of God, to do. 

For, as you well know, there is nothing so grievous to the patient in tais world, 
as the gnawing and biting worm of a troubled conscience; being accused by 
God's law for the wilful transgressing of the same. This, by experience, we 
know by judge Hales:? who, contrary to the knowledge of God's word, con- 
sented to the wicked traditions of the papists, who, although in name they 
would be of the holy church and preachers of the gospel of Christ, yet, in fact 
and deed, do dissent from the same, and most detest that godly society; as by 
the cruel handling of the Christians by the prelates at this present, it 
doth evidently appear. Therefore I say that they might, without the offence 
of God, quietly pray together, as they be taught by his word, there assembled a 
godly company together, to the number of thirty: divided and sent to both the 
compters, where, at commandment, they yet remain. And with master Cham- 
bers, master Monger, and the rest in the Compter at Bread-street, I was yester- 
day ; who (God be thanked !) be strong, and do rejoice that for well doing they 
are imprisoned: not doubting, but that as God hath vouchsafed to accept 
them worthy to sustain imprisonment for his sake, so he will strengthen them, 
rather to suffer death than to deny his truth; as the Lord knoweth, who 
assist you with his holy Spirit, that unto the end you may persevere in his 
truth: unto whose tuition, in my poor prayer, I humbly commend you. 3 of 
January, 1555. Maister Chamber, maister Monger, maister Sh***, and the rest 
in the Counter do pray for you, and, in Christ, salute you most heartily.* 


Whereüpon the said master Hooper sendeth answer again, with a 
letter also of consolation sent to the said prisoners ; the copy whereof 
I thought here not to overpass. 


The Answer of Master Hooper to a Letter sent unto him concerning 
certain Prisoners taken in Bow-Churchyard. 


The grace of God be with you, Amen. I perceive by your letter, how that 
upon new-year’s day at night, there were taken a godly company of Christians, 
whilst they were praying. I do rejoice in that men can be so well occupied in 
this perilous time, and flee unto God for remedy by prayer, as well for their 
own lacks and necessities, as also charitably to pray for them that persecute 
them. So doth the word of God command all men to pray charitably for them 
that hate them, and not to revile any magistrate with words, or to mean him 
evil by force or violence. They also may rejoice, that in well-doing they were 
taken to the prison. Wherefore I have thought it good to send them this little 
writing of consolation ; praying God to send them patience, charity, and con- 
stancy in the truth of his most holy word. Thus fare you well, and pray God 
to send his true word into this realm again amongst us, which the ungodly 
bishops have now banished. 

4 January An. 1555. 


(1) This letter is inserted from the First Edition, page 1020: the genuine piety, combined with 
the perfect simplicity which it displays, cannot fail to interest the reader.—Ep 
(2) The history of Judge Hales may be found on a subsequent page of this volume.—Ep. 
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“A Letter of Consolation sent from Master Hooper, to the godly 
A.D. Brethren taken in Bow-Churchyard in Prayer, and laid in the 


Compter in Bread-street. 


A letter The grace, favour, consolation, and aid of the Holy Ghost, be with you now 

fullof  andever. So be it. 

most he — Dearly beloved in the Lord, ever since your imprisonment I have been mar- 

y : A : ; 

consola. vellously moved with great affections and passions, as well of mirth and gladness, 

tion. as of heaviness and sorrow. Of gladness in this, that I perceived how ye be 
bent and given to prayer and invocation of God's help in these dark and wicked 
proceedings of men against God’s glory. I have been sorry to perceive the 
malice and wickedness of men to be so cruel, devilish, and tyrannical, to per- 
secute the people of God for serving of God, saying and hearing of the holy 
Psalms, and the word of eternal life. These cruel doings do declare, that the 
papists’ church is more bloody and tyrannical, than ever was the sword of the 
Ethnics and Gentiles. 

When I heard of your taking, and what ye were doing, wherefore, and by 
whom ye were taken, I remembered how the Christians, in the primitive church, 
were used by the cruelty of unchristened heathens,’ in the time of Trajan the 
emperor, about seventy-seven years after Christ’s ascension into heaven; and 
how the Christians were persecuted very sore, as though they had been traitors 
and movers of sedition: whereupon the gentle emperor Trajan required to 
know the true cause of christian men’s trouble. A great learned man, called 
Pliny, wrote unto him, and said, It was because the Christians said certain 
Psalms before day unto one called Christ, whom they worshipped for God. 
When Trajan the emperor understood it was for nothing but for conscience and 
religion, he caused by his commandments every where, that no man should be 

ersecuted for serving of God. Lo! a gentile and heathen man would not 
The pope have such as were of a contrary religion punished for serving of God: but the 
than Tra. Pope and his church hath cast you into prison, being taken even doing the 
janthe work of God, and one of the excellentest works that is required of christian 
heathen men: that is to wit, whilst ye were in prayer, and not in such wicked and 
emperor: superstitious prayers as the papists use, but in the same prayer that Christ hath 
taught you to pray. And in his name only, ye gave God thanks for that ye 
have received, and for his sake ye asked for such things as ye want. Oh! 
glad may ye be that ever ye were born, to be apprehended whilst ye were so 
virtuously occupied. Blessed be they that suffer for righteousness” sake: for 
if God had suffered them that took your bodies, then to have taken your life 
also, now had you been following the Lamb in perpetual joys, away from the 
company and assembly of wicked men. But the Lord would not have you 
suddenly so to depart, but reserveth you, gloriously to speak and maintain his 

truth to the world. 

Be ye not careful what ye shall say, for God will go out and in with you, 
and will be present in your hearts, and in your mouths to speak his wisdom, 
although it seemeth foolishness to the world. He that hath begun this good 
work in you, continue you in the same unto the end; and pray unto him that ye 
may fear him only, that hath power to kill both body and soul, and to cast 
them into hell-fire.? Be of good comfort. All the hairs of your head are num- 
bered, and there is not one of them can perish, except your heavenly Father 

The first suffer it to perish. Now ye be in the field, and placed in the fore-front of 

onset of Christ's battle. Doubtless it is a singular favour of God, and a special love of 

thie per him towards you, to give you this fore-ward and pre-eminence, as a sign that 

given in he trusteth you before others of his people. Wherefore, dear brethren and 

Bow. sisters, continually fight this fight of the Lord. Your cause is most just and 

yard. godly; ye stand for the true Christ (who is after the flesh in heaven), and for 
his true religion and honour, which is amply, fully, sufficiently, and abundantly 
contained in the holy Testament, sealed with Christ’s own blood. How much 
be ye bound to God, who puts you in trust with so holy and just a cause ! 

Remember what lookers-on you have, to see and behold you in your fight: 
God and all his angels, who be ready always to take you up into heaven, if 


(1) Of this persecution read before. [Vol. i. of this Edition.— Ep.] 
(2) Matt. x. . (8) Luke xii. 
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ye be slain in this fight. Also you have standing at your backs all the multitude Mary. 
of the faithful, who shall take courage, strength, and desire, to follow such noble — 
and valiant Christians as you be. Be not afraid of your adversaries: for he 
that is in you, is stronger than he that is in them.’ Shrink not, although it be 1955. 
pain to you: your pains be not now so great, as hereafter your joys shall be. Comfort 
ead the comfortable eighth, tenth, and fifteenth chapters to the Romans, and the taken out 
eleventh and twelfth to the Hebrews. And upon your knees thank God that ever of the 
ye were accounted worthy to suffer any thing for his. name's sake. Read the tures. 
second chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel, and there you shall see how the shepherds True obe- 
that watched upon their sheep all night, as soon as they heard that Christ was dience, 
born at Bethlehem, by and by went to see him. They did not reason nor bo ^" 
debate with themselves, who should keep the wolf from the sheep in the mean- doubts. 
time, but did as they were commanded, and committed their sheep unto him, Ail care- 
whose pleasure they obeyed. So let us do, now we be called; commit all other fulness te 
things to him that calleth us. He will take heed that all things shall be well, upon the 
He will help the husband, he will comfort the wife, he will guide the servants, Lord. 
he will keep the house, he will preserve the goods; yea, rather than it should 
be undone, he will wash the dishes, and rack the cradle. Cast therefore all 
your care upon God, for he careth for you. 

Besides this, you may perceive by your imprisonment, that your adversaries’ an the 
weapons against you be nothing but flesh, blood, and tyranny. For if they strength 
were able, they would maintain their wicked religion by God’s word: but, for pope's 
lack of that, they would violently compel us, as they cannot by holy Scripture religion 
persuade; because the holy word of God, and all Christ’s doings be contrary Handeth 
unto them. I pray you, pray for me; and I will pray for you. And although wara 
we be asunder after the world, yet in Christ (I trust) for ever Joining in the force. 
Spirit: and so shall meet in the palace of the heavenly joys, after this short 
and transitory life is ended. — God's peace be with you. Amen. 


The 14th of January, 1555. 


On the Friday following, being the 18th of January, all the coun- centie- 
cil went unto the Tower, and there the same day discharged and set "e^ deli 
at liberty all the prisoners of the Tower, or the most part of them, ofthe 
namely, the late duke of Northumberland’s sons, Ambrose, Robert, ' 
and Henry; sir Andrew Dudley, sir John Rogers, sir James Crofts, 
sir Nicholas Throgmorton, sir Nicholas Arnold, sir George Harper, 
sir Edward Warner, sir William Sentlow, sir Gawin Carew, master 
Gibbs, Cuthbert Vaughan, with many others. 

On the Tuesday following, being the 22d of January, all the me 
preachers that were in prison were called before the bishop of Win- Preachers 
chester, lord chancellor, and certain others, at the bishop's house at fore ner 
St. Mary Overy's ; from whence (after communication, being asked i 
whether they would convert and enjoy the queen's pardon, or else 
stand to that they had taught; they all answering, that they would 
stand to that they had taught) they were committed to straiter prison 
than before they were, with charge that none should speak with them. George 

Among this number of prisoners, one James George the same D" 
time died in prison, being there in bands for religion and righteous- and is 
ness’ sake; who therefore was exempted to be buried in the popish the &eias. 
churchyard, and was buried in the fields. 

On the Wednesday following, being the 23d of January, all the 
bishops with the rest of the Convocation-house were before the 
cardinal at Lambeth, where he willed them to repair every man 
where his cure and charge lay, exhorting them to entreat the people 


and their flock with all gentleness, and to endeavour themselves, to 


(1) 1 John iv. 
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Mary. win the people rather by gentleness, than by extremity and rigour: 
“A.D, and so let them depart. 

1555. On the Friday following, being the 25th of January, and the day 
General Of the conversion of St. Paul, there was a general and solemn pro- 
fnis cession through London, to give God thanks for their conversion to 


joy of the the catholic church: wherein (to set out their glorious pomp) there 

realm's . . 

conver- Were fourscore and ten crosses, [and] eightscore priests and clerks, 

sion who had every one of them copes upon their backs, singing 
very lustily. ‘There followed also, for the better estimation of 
the sight, eight bishops ; and, last of all, came Bonner, the bishop 
of London, carrying the popish pix under a canopy. 

Besides, there was also present the mayor, aldermen, and all the 
livery of every occupation. Moreover, the king also himself, and 
the cardinal, came to Paul's church the same day. From whence, 
after mass, they returned to Westminster again. As the king was 
entered the church at the steps going up to the choir, all the gentle- 
men that of late were set at liberty out of the Tower, kneeled before 
the king, and offered unto him themselves and their services. 

After the procession there was also commandment given to make 
bonfires at night; whereupon did rise among the people a doubtful 
talk, why all this was done. Some said it was that the queen, being 
(as they said) with child, might have a safe delivery. Others thought 
that it was for joy that the realm was joined again to the see of 
Rome; which opinion, of both, seemed most true.! 

Commis. — On the Monday following, being the 28th of January, the bishop 
sion fro" of Winchester and the other bishops had commission from the car- 
na inr dinal to sit upon, and order, according to the laws, all such preachers 


upon the 


perse- and heretics (as they termed them) as were in prison; and according 
cute 


preachers to this commission, the same day the bishop of Winchester and the 

gon other bishops, with certain of the council, sat in St. Mary Overy’s 
church, and called before them these three, master Hooper, master 
Rogers, and master Cardmaker, who were brought thither by the 
sheriffs; from whence after communication they were committed to 
prison till the next day, but Cardmaker this day submitted himself 
unto them. 

Hooper On the Tuesday, being the 29th of January, Hooper, Rogers, 

ane Ro Dr, Taylor, and Bradford were brought before them ; where sentence 

demned. of excommunication and judgment ecclesiastical was pronounced 
upon master Hooper and master Rogers, by the bishop of Win- 
chester, who sat as judge in Caiaphas’s seat; who drave them out of 
the church, according to their law and order. Dr. Taylor and Brad- 
ford were committed to prison till the next day. 

Ferrar, On the Wednesday, being the 30th of January, Dr. Taylor, Dr. 

and Crome, master Bradford, master Saunders, and Dr. Ferrar, sometime 

Saunders bishop of St. David's, were before the said bishops ; where three of 

demned. them, that is to say, Dr. Taylor, master Saunders, and master Brad- 
ford, were likewise excommunicated, and sentence pronounced upon 
them; and so committed to the sheriffs. Dr. Crome desired two 
months’ respite, and it was granted him; and master Ferrar was 


again committed to prison till another time. All these men showed 


(1) See the Appendix. 
(2) According to Strype only one month was granted him. See Memorials under Mary: chap. 
xi. page 170, Edit. 1816. Strype has collected a few additional notes respecting Dr. Crome.—Ep. 
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themselves to be learned, as indeed they were no less: but what sary. 
availeth either learning, reason, or truth itself, where will beareth “A.D. 
rule ? 1555. 

After the examination and condemnation of these good men and 
preachers above recited, commissions and inquisitors were sent 
abroad likewise into all parts of the realm: by reason whereof, a 
great number of most godly and true Christians out of all the quar- 
ters of the realm (but especially Kent, Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk), 
were apprehended, brought up to London, cast into prison; and 
afterwards, most of them, either consumed cruelly by fire, or else 
through evil handling died in the prisons, and were buried on the 
dunghills abroad in the fields, or in some backside of the prison. Of 
all which matters, concerning the tragical handling of the blessed 
martyrs and witnesses of Jesus Christ—of all the bloody persecution 
of this time—now followeth (the Lord so granting) severally and 
more particularly in this next book in order to be declared: after 
that I shall first recite a general supplication, given up in the name 
of the preachers aforesaid lying in prison, unto the king and queen, 
during the time of the parliament, as followeth. 


A Supplication of the persecuted Preachers to the King and Queen. 


Unto the king and queen’s most excellent majesties, and to their most 
honourable and high court of parliament. 


In most humble and lamentable wise complain unto your majesties, and to 

your high court of parliament, your poor desolate and obedient subjects, H. F. 

T.B., P.R.S., &c. That whereas your said subjects, living under the laws of 

God and of this realm, in the days of the late most noble king Edward the 

Sixth, did in all things show themselves true, faithful, and diligent subjects, 
according to their vocation, as well in the sincere ministering of God's most holy 

word, as in due obedience to the higher powers, and in the daily practice of 

such virtues and good demeanour, as the laws of God at all times, and the 
statutes of the realm did then, allow: your said subjects nevertheless, contrary 

to all laws of justice, equity, and, right, are in very extreme manner not only 

cast into prison (where they have remained now these fifteen or sixteen The long 
months), but their livings also, their houses and possessions, their goods and imprison- 
books taken from them, and they slandered to be most heinous hereties, their ment of 
enemies themselves being both witnesses, accusers, and judges; belying, slan- tian 
dering, and misreporting your said subjects at their pleasure, whereas your said preach- 
subjects, being straitly kept in prison, cannot yet be suffered to come forth, "^ 

and make answer accordingly. 

In consideration whereof, may it please your most excellent majesties, and Request 
this your high court of parliament, graciously to tender the present calamity of of the 
your said poor subjects, and to call them before your presence, granting them te 
iberty, either by mouth or writing, in the plain English tongue, to answer stand to 
before you, or before indifferent arbiters to be appointed by your majesties, the trial 
unto such articles of controversy in religion as their said adversaries have doctrine 
already condemned them of, as of heinous heresies: provided that all things before in- 
may be done with such moderation and quiet behaviour, as becometh subjects dent 
and children of peace, and that your said subjects may have the free use of all 
their own books, and conference together among themselves. 

Which thing being granted, your said subjects doubt not but it shall plainly 
appear, that your said subjects are true and faithful Christians, and neither 
hereties, neither teachers of heresy, nor cut off from the true catholic universal 
church of Christ: yea, that rather their adversaries themselves be unto your 
majesties as were the charmers of Egypt to Pharaoh, Zedechias and his adhe- 
rents unto the king of Israel, and Bar-Jesu to the proconsul Sergius Paulus. 


(1) Aets xiii. 
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Mary. And if your said subjects be not able, by the testimony of Christ, his prophets, 


ostles, and godly fathers of his church, to prove, that the doctrine of the 


a 
A.D. church, homilies, and service taught and set forth in the time of our late most 


1555 


godly prince and king, Edward the Sixth, is the true doctrine of Christ’s catholic 
church, and most agreeable to the articles of the christian faith; your said 
subjects offer themselves then to the most heavy punishment that it shall please 
your majesties to appoint. 

Wherefore, for the tender mercy of God in Christ (which you look for at the 
day of judgment), your said poor subjects in bonds most humbly beseech your 
most excellent majesties, and this your high court of parliament, benignly and 
graciously to hear and grant this their petition, tending so greatly to the glory 
of God, to the edifying of his church, to the honour of your majesties, to the 
commendation and maintenance of justice, right, and equity both before God 
and man. And your said subjects, according to their bounden duty, shall not 
cease to pray unto Almighty God for the gracious preservation of your most 
excellent majesties long to endure. 


END OF BOOK THE TENTH. 


ACTS AND MONUMENTS. 


BOOK XI. 


WHEREIN 


IS DISCOURSED THE BLOODY MURDERING OF GOD'S SAINTS, 
WITH THE PARTICULAR PROCESSES AND NAMES 
OF SUCH GOOD MARTYRS, BOTH MEN AND 
WOMEN, AS, IN THIS TIME OF QUEEN 
MARY, WERE PUT TO DEATH. © 


The Storp, Life, and Wartproom of Master John Rogers. 


Tue 4th of February suffered the constant martyr of God, master srar, 
John Rogers, concerning whose life, examinations, and suffering, T 
here followeth in order set forth. And first touching his life and AD 
bringing up. 222, 

John Rogers, brought up in the university of Cambridge, where he rogers 
profitably travailed in good learning, at length was chosen and called by pei" 
the merchant adventurers to be their chaplain at Antwerp in Brabant, merchant 
whom he served to their good contentation many years. It chanced turers at 
him there to fall in company with that worthy servant and martyr of poorer" 
God William Tyndale, and with Miles Coverdale, who both, for the to the | 
hatred they bare to popish superstition and idolatry, and love to true Tyndale. 
religion, had forsaken their native country. In conferring with them oras. 
the Scriptures, he came to great knowledge in the gospel of God, 
insomuch that he cast off the heavy yoke of popery, perceiving it to 
be impure and filthy idolatry, and joined himself with them two in 
that painful and most: profitable labour of translating the Bible into 
the English tongue, which is entitled, “ The Translation of Thomas 
Matthewe."? He, knowing by the Scriptures, that unlawful vows 
may lawfully be broken, and that matrimony is both honest and 
honourable among all men, joined himself in lawful matrimony, and 
so went to Wittenberg in Saxony, where he, with much soberness of Rogers 
living, did not only greatly increase in all good and godly learning, (tin 
but also so much profited in the knowledge of the Dutch tongue, bers. 


(1) See Edition 1559, p. 266. Ed. 1563, p. 1022. Ed. 1570, p. 1656. Ed. 1576, p. 1413, Ed. 1583, 
p. 1484. Ed. 1597, p. 1348. Ed. 1684, vol. iii. p. 98.--Ep. 
(2) Of master Rogers’s doing in this translation, read afore, vol. v. p. 412. 
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Rogers 
return- 
eth into 
England. 


Rogers a 
reader 
and pre- 
bendary 
in Paul's, 


Called to 
account 
for his 
sermon at 
Paul's 
Cross. 


Again 
called be- 
fore the 
souncil. 


THE STORY OF JOHN ROGERS, MARTYR. 


that the charge of a congregation was orderly committed to his 
cure.! 

In which ministry he diligently and faithfully served many years, 
until such time as it pleased God, by the faithful travail of his chosen 
and dear servant, king Edward the Sixth, utterly to banish all popery 
forth of England, and to receive in true religion, setting God's 
gospel at liberty. He then, being orderly called, having both a con- 
science, and a ready good will to help forward the work of the Lord 
in his native country, left such honest and certain conditions as he 
had in Saxony, and came into England to preach the gospel, without 
certainty of any condition. In which office, after he had a space 
diligently and faithfully travailed, Nicholas Ridley, then bishop of 
London, gave him a prebend in the cathedral church of Paul; and 
the dean and the chapter chose him to be the reader of the divinity- 
lesson there; wherein he diligently travailed, until such time as 
queen Mary, obtaining the crown, banished the gospel and true 
religion, and brought in the Antichrist of Rome, with his idolatry 
and superstition. 

After the queen was come to the Tower of London’, he, being orderly 
called thereunto, made a godly and vehement sermon at Paul’s Cross, 
confirming such true doctrine as he and others had there taught in 
king Edward’s days, exhorting the people constantly to remain in the 
same, and to beware of all pestilent popery, idolatry, and super- 
sütion', The council, being then overmatched with popish and 
bloody bishops, called him to account for his sermon: to whom he 
made a stout, witty, and godly answer; and yet in such sort handled 
himself, that at that time he was clearly dismissed. But after that 
proclamation*was set forth by the queen to prohibit true preaching, 
he was called again before the council; for the bishops thirsted after 
his blood. ‘The council quarrelled with him concerning his doctrine, 
and in conclusion commanded him as prisoner to keep his own 
house’; and so he did; although by flying, he might easily have 
escaped their cruel hands, and many things there were which might 
have moved him thereunto. He did see the recovery of religion in 
England, for that present, desperate; he knew he could not want a 
living in Germany; and he could not forget his wife and ten children, 
and to seek means to succour them. But all these things set apart, 
after he was called to answer in Christ’s cause, he would not depart, 
but stoutly stood in defence of the same, and for the trial of that 
truth, was content to hazard his life. 

Thus he remained in his own house as prisoner a long time’, till at 


(1) “Dutch” here means German, being derived from Deutsch, the German word for German. 
The Latin edition (Bas. 1559, p. 266) here says: *' Profectus ilico Vuittebergain adeo £n Germanica 
discendá lingua celeres fecit progressus," &c. . 

(2) Mary came up to London and arrived at the Tower, August 3d, 1553; see suprà, p. 388.—Ep. 

(3) This offensive Sermon was preached by Rogers, on Sunday, August 6th: see suprà, p. 390. 
—Ep. . 

(4) This proclamation is given at p. 390, dated August 18th; but at p. 538 it is said to have been 
issued August 21st. —Ep. ` 

(5) It seems from Haynes's State Papers of Lord Burghley, p. 170 (quoted by Wordsworth, Eccl. 
Biogr. ii. p. 304), that Rogers was confined before the proclamation; for the minute of the Privy 
Council in Haynes says,—' August 16th, John Rogers, alias Matthewe, a seditiouse preacher, 
ordered by the lords of the counsaill to kepe himself as risoner at his howse at Powles, without 
conference of any personne, other than such as are daylie with him in householde, until suche 
time as he hath contrarie commaundment.” . . ; 

(6) The Latin edition, p. 267, adds here that his dwelling was very near the bishop of London's; 
and that the proverb was realized, mna kakos yecrov. According to Foxe, suprà, p. 393, he was 
confined to his house August lóth, 1533. Se? p. 609.—Ep. 
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length, through the uncharitable procurement of Bonner bishop of Mary. 
London, who could not abide such honest neighbours to dwell by 4 p - 
him, he was removed from his own house to the prison called New- 1555, 
gate, where he was lodged among thieves and murderers for a great rozz 
space;' during which time, what business he had with the adversaries sent to 
of Christ, all is not known, neither yet any certainty of his exami- "^" "^ 
nations, further than he bimself did leave in writing ; which God would 

not to be lost, but to remain for a perpetual testimony in the cause 

of God's truth, as here followeth recorded and testified by his own 
writing. 


The Examination and Answer of John Rogers, made to the Lord 
Chancellor? and to the rest of the Council, the 22d of January, 
A.D. 1555.* 


First the lord chancellor said unto me thus: “ Sir, ye have heard the state 
of the realm, in which it standeth now." 

Rogers :—“ No, my lord, I have been kept in close prison, and except there 
have been some general thing said at the table when I was at dinner or supper, 
I have heard nothing; and there have I heard nothing whereupon any special 
thing might be grounded." 


Then said the lord chancellor, ** General things, general things," mockingly. 
* Ye have heard of my lord cardinal's coming, and that the parliament hath 
received his blessing, not one resisting unto it, but one man which did speak 
against it. Such a unity, and such a miracle, hath not been seen. And all 
they, of which there are eight score in one house, save one that was by (whose 
name I know not), have, with one assent and consent,‘ received pardon of their 
offences, for the schism that we have had in England, in refusing the holy 
father of Rome to be head of the catholic church. How say ye? Are ye 
content to unite and knit yourself to the faith of the catholic church with us, in 
the state in which it is now in England? Will ye do that?" 

Rogers :—“ The catholic church I never did nor will dissent from.” 

L. Chan. :—'* Nay, but I speak of the state of the catholic church, in that 
wise in, which we stand now in England, having received the pope to be 
supreme head." 

Rogers :—'* I know none other head but Christ of his catholic church, neither No head 
will 1 acknowledge the bishop of Rome to have any more authority than any of the 
other bishop hath by the word of God, and by the doctrine of the old and pure ihren 


catholic church four hundred years after Christ." Christ. 
L. Chan. :—'* Why didst thou then acknowledge king Henry the Eighth to supre- 
be the supreme head of the church, if Christ be the only head?” macy of 


Rogers :—I uever granted him to have any supremacy in spiritual things, as ting Hon 


are the forgiveness of sins, giving of the Holy Ghost, authority to be a judge 
above the word of God.” 


L. Chan. etc. :—'* Yea,” said the lord chancellor, and Tonstal bishop of Dur- 
ham, and N*****bishop of Worcester, “if thou hadst said so in his days,” — 
and they nodded the head at me with a laughter-—“ thou hadst not been alive 
now." Which thing I denied, and would have told how he was said and 
meant to be supreme head. But they looked and laughed one upon another, 
and made such a business, that I was constrained to let it pass. There lieth why ne 
also no great weight thereupon; for all the world knoweth what the meaning was 
was. The lord chancellor, also, said to the lord William Howard, that there terit 
was no inconvenience therein, to have Christ to be supreme head and the head - 
bishop of Rome also: and when I was ready to have answered that there could 


(1) Rogers was committed to Newgate, Saturday, Jan. 27th, 1554, as Foxe states sup. p. 543. So 
that he was more than a year in prison: the Latin edition, p. 267, says, “ menses complures." See 
p.609, infra.— Ep. 

(2) ‘Stephen Gardiner.— Ep. (3) See Harleian MSS. Number 421, art. 20.—Ep, 

(4) Full sore against their wills, if they could otherwise have chosen. 

(5) Richard Pate was bishop of Worcester, having stept into Hooper’s shees, 1554 (Godwin).—Ep. 
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Mary, not be two heads of one church, and have more plainly declared the vanity of 
that his reason, the lord chancellor said, ** What sayest thou? Make us a direct 
A.D. answer whether thou wilt be one of this catholic church or not, with us in that 
1555. state in which we are now?" 
The Rogers :——" My lord, without fail I cannot believe, that ye yourselves do 
dishops think in your hearts that he is supreme head in forgiving of sin, etc. (as is before 
tothe said), seeing you, and all the bishops of the realm have now twenty years long 
former preached, and some of you also written to the eontraryland the parliament 
aod writ. ath so long agone condescended unto it.” And there he interrupted me 
» us: 

L. Chan. :—“ Tush! that parliament was with most great cruelty constrained 
to abolish and put away the primacy from the bishop of Rome.” 

Rogers :— With cruelty? why then I perceive that you take a wrong way, 
with cruelty to persuade men’s consciences. For it should appear by your 
doings now, that the cruelty then used hath not persuaded your consciences. 
How would you then have our consciences persuaded with cruelty ?” 

L. Chan. :— I talk to thee of no cruelty, but that they were so often and so 
cruelly called upon in that parliament, to let that act go forward, yea, and 
even with force driven thereunto: whereas, in this parliament, it was so uni- 
formly received, as is aforesaid.” 


Truth Here my lord Paget told me more plainly, what my lord chancellor meant ; 
m unto whom I answered: * My lord, what will ye conclude thereby; that the 
ber,nor first parliament was of less authority, because but few condescended unto it? 
Oy tee and this last parliament of great authority, because more condescended unto it? 
part. It goeth not, my lord, by more or lesser part; but by the wiser, truer, and 
godlier part :” and I would have said more, but the lord chancellor interrupted 
me with his question, willing me once again to answer him: “ For,” said he, 
* we have more to speak with than thou, which must come in after thee.” — 
Ten pri- And so there were indeed ten persons more out of Newgate, besides two that 
soners out were not called : of which ten, one was a citizen of London, which granted unto 
gate con. them; and nine *of the country.* which all came to prison again, and refused 
vented the cardinal's blessing, and the authority of his holy father's church, saving that 
before uer one of these nine was not asked the question otherwise than thus: Whether he 
~~ would bean honest man as his father was before him, and he answering yea, 
was so discharged by the friendship of my lord William Howard, as I have 
understood.—He bade me tell him what I would do; whether I would enter 
into the one church with the whole realm as it is now, or not? “ No,” said I, 
* I will first see it proved by the Scriptures. Let me have pen, ink, and books, 
etc., and I shall take upon me plainly to set out the matter, so that the contrary 
shall be proved to be true; and let any man that will, confer with me by 
writing." 
Gardiner L. Chan. :—“ Nay, that shall not be permitted thee. Thou shalt never have 
refuseth so much proffered thee as thou hast now, if thou refuse it, and will not 
the tuth Row condescend and agree to the catholic church. Here are two things, mercy 
to betried and justice: if thou refuse the queen's mercy now, then shalt thou have justice 
eae ministered unto thee.” 

° Rogers :—* I never offended, nor was disobedient unto her grace, and yet I 
will not refuse her mercy. But if this shall be denied me, to confer by writing 
and to try out the truth, then it is not well, but too far out of the way. Ye 

The yourselves (all the bishops of the realm) brought me to the knowledge of the 
bishops ‘pretended primacy of the bishop of Rome, when I was a young man twenty 
neither years past: and will ye now, without collation, have me to say and do the con- 
Py their trary? I cannot be so persuaded." 
assertion, Z. Chan. :—* If thou wilt not receive the bishop of Rome to be supreme 
not eig, Head of the catholic church, then thou shalt never have her mercy, thou mayest 
othermen be sure. And as touching conferring and trial, I am forbidden by the Scrip- 
sotodo. tures to use any conferring and trial with thee, For St. Paul teacheth me, that 
Afair I should shun and eschew a heretic after one or two monitions, knowing that 
pretence such a one is overthrown, and is faulty, insomuch as he is condemned by his 
yourigno- own judgment.” 
rance ! 
(1) Allusion is here made to a sermon from whence Foxe has made large extracts (see vol. v. pp. 
80 to 86 of this Edition). It is entitled “A: Sermon of Cuthbert, Byshop of Duresme, made upon 
Palme Sondaye laste past, before our Soverayne Kynge Henry the VIII &c.:" printed by T. Ber- 
thelet, London, 1539. It was reprinted by Mr. Rod of Newport-street, in 1823. —Enp. 
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Rogers :—“ My lord, I deny that I am a heretic: prove ye that first, and Mary. 
then allege the aforesaid text.”—But still the lord chancellor played on one 


string, saying : .D. 
L. Chan. :—“ If thou wilt enter into our church with us, ete., tell us that; or 1555. 

else thou shalt never have so much proffered thee again as thou hast now." Compels 
Rogers :— I will find it first in the Scripture, and see it tried thereby, before t that 

I receive him to be supreme head.” cannot 


Worcester :—'* Why! do ye not know what is in your creed: ‘Credo eccle- teach to 
siam sanctam catholicam,’ * Í believe the holy catholic church ? " be true 

Rogers :—“ I find not the bishop of Rome there. For ‘catholic’ signifieth The. 
not the Romish church: it signifieth the consent of all true teaching churches PBe h 
of all times, and all ages. But how should the bishop of-Rome's church be one not catho- 
of them, which teacheth so many doctrines that are plainly and directly against lic. 
the word of God? Can that bishop be the true head of the catholic church that 
doth so? that is not possible.” 

L. Chan. :— Show me one of them; one, one, let me hear one !” 


I remembered myself, that amongst so many I were best to show one, and 
said, “ I will show you one.” 
L. Chan :—" Let me hear that; let me hear that.” 
Rogers :—" The bishop of Rome and his church, say, read, and sing, all that Latin ser- 
they do in their.congregations, in Latin, which is directly and plainly against vice. 
1 Cor. xiv.” 
L. Chan. :— I deny that, I deny *that: that* it is against the word of *God, 
let* me see you prove that: how prove ye that?" 


Thus I began to say the text from the beginning of the chapter, * Qui loqui- speaking 
tur lingua,” etc.,  To-speak with tongue," said I, “is to speak with a strange ina 
tongue, as Latin or Greek,” etc., and so to speak, is not to speak unto men, tongue 
but to God. But ye speak in Latin, which is a strange tongue; wherefore ye against 
speak not unto men, but unto God,"! (meaning God only at the most.) This 9t Paul. 
he granted, that they spake not unto men, but unto God. 

* Rogers :—* Well, then it is in vain unto men." 

L. Chan. :—No, not in vain. For one man speaketh in one tongue, and 
another in another tongue, and all well." 

Rogers* :—“ Nay, I will prove then, that he speaketh neither to God nor to 
man, but into the wind." 


I was willing to have declared how and after what sort these two texts do agree To speak. 
(for they must agree; they be both the sayings of the Holy Ghost, spoken to God 
by the apostle Paul), as to wit, “to speak not to men, but unto God,'? and, “ to a 
speak into the wind :" and so to have gone forward with the proof of my matter and man; 
begun, but here arose a noise and a confusion.—Then said the lord chan- neither to 
eellor. man, but 

L. Chan. :—* To speak unto God, and not unto God, were impossible." tothe 

Rogers :— I will prove them possible.” vind. 

** No," said my lord William Howard to my.lord chancellor. ** Now will I 
bear you witness, that he is out of the way; for he granted first, that they 
which speak in a strange speech speak unto God—and now he saith the con- 
trary, that they speak neither to God nor to man." 

Rogers :—'* Y have not granted nor said,” turning me to my lord Howard, 
as you report. I have alleged the one text, and now *I come* to the other. 

They must agree, and I can make them to agree. But as for you, ye under- 
stand not the matter." 
Lord Howard :—“ I understand so much, that that is not possible.” s 
“ This is a point of sophistry,” quoth secretary Bourn. ecretary 


Bourne. 


Then the lord chancellor began to tell the lord Howard, that when he was in 
High Dutchland, they at Halle, which had before prayed and used their ser- 
vice all in Dutch, began then to turn part into Latin, and part into Dutch. 

Worcester :—'* Yea, and at Wittenberg too." 

Rogers :—* Yea,” but I could not be heard for the noise, “in a university, 
where men for the most part understand the Latin, and yet not all in Latin."— 


(1) [Some] imperfection [in the original MS.—Ep.] (2) 1Cor xiv. 
aa 
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Mary. And I would have told the order, and have gone forward both to have answered 
my lord, and to have proved the thing that I had taken in hand: but, perceiving 
A.D. their talk and noise to be too noisome, I was fain to think this in my heart. 
1555. suffering them in the meanwhile to talk one of them one thing, and another 
another: “ Alas! neither will these men hear me if I speak, neither yet will 
they suffer me to write. There is no remedy, but to let them alone, and commit 
the matter to God." —Yet I began to go forward, and said, that I would make 
the texts to agree, and prove all my purpose well enough. 
L. Chan. :—“ No, no, thou canst prove nothing by the Scripture. The Scrip- 
ture is dead: it must have a lively expositor.” 
Rogers :—“ No, the Scripture is alive. "But let me go forward with my 
purpose." . 
Worcester :—** All heretics have alleged the Scriptures for them; and there- 
fore we must have a lively expositor for them." 
Rogers :— Yea, all heretics have alleged the Scriptures for them: but they 
were confuted by the Scriptures, and by none other expositor.” 
Worcester :—'* But they would not confess that they were overcome by the 
Scriptures, I am sure of that." 
Confused Rogers :—' I believe that: and yet were they overcome by them, and in all 
talk councils they were disputed with and overthrown by the Scriptures.”— And 
order, here I would have declared how they ought to proceed in these days, and so 
havé come again to my purpose, but it was impossible: the one asked one 
thing, another said another, so that I was fain to hold my peace, and let them 
talk. And even when T would have taken hold on my proof, the lord chan- 
cellor bade to prison with me again: * And away, away," said he; “we have 
more to talk withal:” If I would not be reformed (so he termed it) “ away, 
away!" *Up I stood,* for I had kneeled all the while. 


Sir „Then sir Richard Southwell, who stood in a window by, said to me, “ Thou 
Richard wilt not burn in this gear when it cometh to the purpose, I know well that.” 
South- Rogers :— Sir, I cannot tell, but I trust in my Lord God, yes;”—lifting up 


speaketh, mine eyes unto heaven. 


The Then my lord of Ely told me much of the queen’s majesty’s pleasure and 

bishop of meaning, and set it out with large words, saying, that she took them that would 

Ely. not receive the bishop of Rome’s supremacy, to be unworthy to have her 
mercy, ete. I said I would not refuse her mercy, and yet I never offended 
her in all my life: and that I besought her grace, and all their honours, to be 
good to me, reserving my conscience, 


Divers Divers at once :—“ No!" quoth they then, a great sort of them, and 
speak at specially secretary Bourn: “ A married priest, and have not offended the 
^no law!" 


Rogers : —" I said I had not broken the queen’s law, nor yet any point of 
the law cf the realm therein: for I married where it was lawful.” 
Divers at once :—'* Where was that?” said they, thinking that to be unlaw- 
ful in all places. 
Rogers Rogers : —* In Dutehland. And if ye had not here in England made an 
brought open law that priests might have had wives, I would never have come home 
children again; for I brought a wife and eight children with me: which thing ye might 
pitt him ye sure that I would not have done, if the laws of the realm had not permitted 
England. it before." 


Then there was a great noise, some saying, that I was come too soon with 
such a sort: I should find a sour coming of it; and some one thing, and 
some another. And one said (1 could not well perceive who), that there was 
never a catholic man or country, that ever granted that a priest might have 
a wife. 

I said, “ The catholic church never denied marriage to priests, nor yet to 
any other man;" and therewith was I going out of the chamber, the sergeant 
which brought me thither having me by the arm. 

, Then the bishop of Worcester turned his face towards me, and said that I 
Wf oway wist not where that church was or is. 

to prison. Rogers:—I said, yes, that 1 could tell where it was;—but therewith went 
the sergeant with me out of the door. 
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This was the very true effect of all that was spoken unto me, and of all that 
1 answered thereunto. 

And here would I gladly make a more perfect answer to all the former ob- 
jections, as also a due proof of that which I had taken in hand: but at this 
Present I was informed that I should to-morrow come to further answer. 

herefore I am compelled to leave out that which I would most gladly have 
done, desiring here the hearty and unfeigned help of the prayers of all Christ’s 
true members, the true imps of the true unfeigned catholic church, that the 
Lord God of all consolation will now be my comfort, aid, strength, buckler, 
and shield: as also of all my brethren that are in the same case and distress, 
that I and they all may despise all manner of threats and cruelty, and even 
the bitter burning fire, and the dreadful dart of death; and stick like true 
soldiers to our dear and loving captain, Christ, our only Redeemer and Saviour, 
and also the only true head of the church, that doth all, in us all; which is 
the very property of a head (and is a thing that all the bishops of Rome cannot 
do) : and that we do not traitorously run out of his tents, or out of the plain 
field from him, in the most jeopardy of the battle; but that we may persevere 
in the fight (if he will not otherwise deliver us), till we be most cruelly slain 
of his enemies. For this I most heartily, and, at this present, with weeping 
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Mary. 


“A.D. 
1555. 


tears most instantly and earnestly, desire and beseech you all to pray: and His care- 
also, if I die, to be good to my poor and most honest wife, being a poor stranger, ful prayer 


his 


and all my little souls, hers and my children ; whom, with all the whole faithful wife and 
and true catholic congregation of Christ, the Lord of life and death save, keep, children. 


and defend, in all the troubles and, assaults of this vain world, and bring at the 
last to everlasting salvation—the true and sure inheritance of all crossed 
Christians. Amen, Amen. 


The 27th day of January, at night. 


The Second Confession of John Rogers, made, and that should have 
been made (if I might have been heard), the 28th and 29th day 
of January, 1555. 


First, being asked again by the lord chancellor, whether I would come into 
one enurch with the bishops and whole realm, as now was concluded by par- 
liament (in the which all the realm was converted to the catholic church of 
Rome), and so receive the mercy before proffered me, arising again with the 
whole realm out of the schism and error in which we had long been, with re- 


cantation of my errors:—I answered, that before I could not tell what this Winches- 
mercy meant; but now, I understood that it was a mercy of the antichristian ters 


church of Rome, which I utterly refused; and that the rising which he spake 


mercy, 
what it 


of, was a very fall into error and false doctrine. Also, that I had and would meaneth. 
be able, by God's grace, to prove that all the doctrine which I had ever taught To rise to 


was true and catholic, aud that by the Scriptures and the authority of the fa- 


t 
is to fall 


he pope, 


thers that lived four hundred years after Christ's death. He answered, That from 
should not, might not, nor ought not, be granted me: for I was but a private Christ. 


man, and might not be heard against the determination of the whole realm. 
* Should," quoth he, ** when a parliament hath concluded a thing, one or any 
private person have authority to discuss, whether they had done right or wrong? 
No, that may not be"! 

l answered shortly, that all the laws of men might not, neither could, rule 
the word of God; but that they all must be discussed and judged thereby, and 
obey thereto; and [neither] my conscience, nor no christian man's, could 
be satisfied with such laws as disagreed from that word: *willing* to have 
said much more. But the lord chancellor began a long *long* tale to very 
small purpose, concerning -mine answer, to have defaced me; that there was 
nothing in me wherefore I should be heard, but arrogancy, pride, and vain- 
glory.—1 also granted mine ignorancy to be greater than Í could express, or 
than he took it: but yet that I feared not, by God's assistance and strength, to 
be able by writing to perform my word; neither was I (I thanked God) so 
utterly ignorant as he would make me; but all was of God, to whom be thanks 
rendered therefore. Proud man was I never, nor yet vain-glorious. All the 


(1) Whatsoever is once concluded in a parlivnent, ought not to be reformed afterward by doc- 
trine, nor the word of God ; by the bishop of Winchester's divinity. 
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Mary world knew well, where and on which side pride, arrogancy, and vain-glory, 
CUR was. It was a poor pride, that was or is in us, God it knoweth. 
AD. Then said he, that I at the first dash condemned the queen and the whole 

029. realm to be of the church of Antichrist; and burdened me highly therewithal. 

I answered, that the queen’s majesty (God save her grace) would have done 
well enough, if it had not been for his counsel. He said, the queen went before 
him, and it was her own motion. Isaid without fail, I neither could, nor would 
I, ever believe it. 
Aldrich Then said Dr. Aldrich, the bishop of Carlisle, that they (the bishops) would 
witness- bear him witness. “ Yea," quoth I, “that I believe well:” and with that the 
eih with people laughed; for that day there were many, but on the morrow they kept 
ter, the doors shut, and would let none in, but the bishops’ adherents and servants 
in manner! yea, and the first day the thousandth man came not in. Then 
master comptroller and secretary Bourn would have stand up also, to bear 
witness, and did. 

I said, it was no great matter: and, to say the truth, I thought that they 
were good helpers thereunto themselves ; but I ceased to say any more therein, 
knowing that they were too strong and mighty of power, and that they should 
be believed before me; yea, and before our Saviour Christ, and all his prophets 
and apostles too, in these days. 

The opi- Then, after many words, he asked me what I thought concerning the blessed 

nion of sacrament; and stood up, and put off his cap, and all his fellow bishops (of 

touching Which there were a great sort new men, of whom I knew few)— whether I be- 

thesacra- lieved in the sacrament to be the very body and blood of our Saviour Christ, 

quired that was born of the Virgin Mary and hanged on the cross, really and sub- 
stantially. 

I answered, I had often told him that it was a matter in which I was no 
meddler; and therefore suspected of my brethren to be of a contrary opinion. 
** Notwithstanding, even as the most part of your doctrine in other points is 
false, and the defence thereof only by force and cruelty: so in this matter I 
think: it to be as false as the rest. For I cannot understand ‘really and sub- 
stantially’ to signify otherwise than corporally: but corporally Christ is only in 
heaven, and so cannot Christ be corporally also in your sacrament.” And 
here I somewhat set out his charity after this sort: “My lord," quoth I, 

Cruelty “ye have dealt with me most eruelly; for ye have set me in prison without 
showed law, and kept me there now almost a year and a half. For I was almost half a 
cause. — yearin my house, where I was obedient to you (God *it* knoweth), and spake with 
Rogersa no man, And now have | been a full year in Newgate at great costs and 
yearand charges, having a wife and ten children to find; and I had never a penny of 
durance. my livings—which was against the law.” 

Gardiner He answered, that Dr. Ridley which had given them me, was a usurper, and 
calleth — therefore I was the unjust possessor of them. 

tuner. u " Was the king, then, a usurper,” quoth I, “which gave Dr. Ridley the 

ishopric ?” 

“ Yen" quoth he; and began to set out the wrongs that the king had done 
to the bishop of London, and to himself also :—*' But yet I do misuse my terms,” 
qum he, “ to call the king usurper." But the word was gone out of the abun- 

ance of the heart before; and l think that he was not very sorry for it in 
heart. Imight have said more concerning that matter, but 1 did not. 

1 asked him, wherefore he set me in prison. He said, because I preached 
against the queen. 

I answered that it was not true: and I would be bound to prove it, and to 
stand to the trial of the law, that no man should be able to prove it, and 
thereupon would set my life. * I preached,” quoth I, “a sermon at the Cross, 
after the queen came to the Tower; but therein was nothing said against the 
queen, I take witness of all the audience; which was not small.” I alleged 
also, that he had, after examination, let me go at liberty after the preaching of 
that sermon. 

“ Yea, but thou didst read thy lectures after,” quoth he, “against the com- 
mandment of the council." 

a ROD- * That did I not," quoth I, “ let that be proved, and let me die forit. Thus 
ed against have you now against the law of God and man handled me, and never sent for 
all law. me, never conferred with me, never spoke of any learning, till now that ye have 
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gotten a whip to whip me with, and a sword to cut off my neck, if I will not Mary. 
condescend unto your mind. This charity doth all the world understand." 

I might and would have added, if I'could have been suffered to speak, that A- D. 
it had been time enough to take away men's livings, and thereto to have impri- 1555. 
soned them, after that they had offended laws: for they be good citizens that ~ 
break not laws, and worthy of praise, and not of punishment. But their purpose Punished 
is to keep men in prison, so long until they may catch them in their laws; and so before any 
kill them. I could and would have added the example of Daniel, which, by a broken. 
crafty devised law, was cast into the lions’ den. Item, I might have declared, 
that I most humbly desired to be set at liberty, sending my wife to him with a 
supplication, being great with child, and with her eight honest women, or 
thereabouts, to Richmond, at Christmas was a twelvemonth, while I was yet in 
my house. . 

Item, I wrote two supplications to him out of Newgate, and sent my wife Master 
many times to him. Master Gosnold also, that worthy man who is now departed Gosnold 
in the Lord, laboured for me, and so did divers other worthy men also take laboure 
pains in the matter. These things declare my lord chancellor's antichristian Rogers. 
charity, which is, that he hath and doth seek my blood, and the destruction of 
my poor wife and my ten children. 


This is a short sum of the words which were spoken on the 28th day of Ja- 
nuary at afternoon, after that master Hooper had been the first, and master 
Cardmaker the second in examination before me. The Lord grant us grace to 
stand together, fighting lawfully in his cause, till we be smitten down together, 
if the Lord's will be so to permit it. For there shall not a hair of our heads 
perish against his will, but with his will. Whereunto the same Lord grant us 
to be obedient unto the end; and in the end, Amen, sweet, mighty, and mer- 
ciful Lord Jesus, the Son of David and of God! Amen, Amen! let every true 
Christian say and pray. 

Then the clock being, as I guessed, about four, the lord chancellor said, Great 
that he and the church must yet use charity with me (what manner of charity mercy of 
it is, all true Christians do well understand,—as to wit, the same that the fox ter noless 
doth with the chickens, and the wolf with the lambs), and gave me respite till than of 


to-morrow, to see whether I would remember myself well to-morrow, and whether the fox ta 


I would return to the catholic church (for so he calleth his antichristian false ens, or of 
church) ‘again, and repent, and they would receive me to mercy. the wolf 


I said, that I was never out of the true catholic church, nor would be: but lambs. 
into Ais church would I, by God's grace, never come. 


* Well," quoth he, “then is our church false and antichristian ?” The | 

“ » pope's 
Yea," quoth I. . n church is 

* And what is the doctrine of the sacrament? the 

** False," quoth I;—and cast my hands abroad. church of 


Then said one, that I was a player. To whom I answered not; for I passed pon 
not upon his mock. 

* Come again,” quoth the lord chancellor, ** to-morrow between nine and ten." Rogers 

* [ am ready to come again, whensoever ye call," quoth I. warned. 


And thus was I brought up by the sheriffs to the Compter in Southwark, 
master Hooper going before me, and a great multitude of people being present, 
so that we had much to do to go in the streets. (Thus much was done the 
28th day of January.) 

The second day, which was the 29th of January, we were sent for in the Rogers 
morning about nine of the clock, and by the sheriffs fetched from the Compter torHoober 
in Southwark to the church again, as to wit, to St. Mary Overy's, where we brought 
were the day before in the afternoon, as is said. And when master Hooper was again be- 
condemned, as I understood afterward, then sent they for me. Then the lord lord chan- 
chancellor said unto me : cellor. 

** Rogers,” quoth he, “here thou wast yesterday, and we gave thee liberty to Gardi- 
remember thyself this night, whether thou wouldst come to the holy catholic ners |. 
church of Christ again or nòt. Tell us now what thou hast determined; whe- Rogers. 
ther thou wilt be repentant and sorry, and wilt return again and take mercy." 

* My lord," quoth I, “ I have remembered myself right well, what you yes- Answer 
terday said to me, and desire you to give me leave to declare my mind, what I "Rogers. 


600 THE SECOND EXAMINATION OF JOHN ROGERS, MARTYR. 


Mary, have to say thereunto; and, that done, I shall answer you to your demanded 
>. question. 
A. D. T When I yesterday desired that I might be suffered by the Scripture and 
1555. authority of the first, best, and purest church, to defend my doctrine by writing 
Rogers (meaning not only of the primacy, but also of all the doctrine that ever I had 
Pu suf- preached), ye answered me, that it might not, nor ought not to be granted me, 
ered here for I > . d th h li: b h hori f 
to defend for I was a private person; and that the parliament was above the authority o 
himself all private persons, and therefore the sentence thereof might not be found faulty 
by writ- and valureless by me, being but a private person. And yet my lord,” quoth I, 
i ** I am able to show examples, that one man hath come into a general council, 
Whole and after the whole had determined and agreed upon an act or article, some 
turned by óne man coming in afterward, hath, by the word of God, declared so pithily 
private that the council had erred in decreeing the said article, that he caused the whole 
persons council to change and alter their act or article before determined. And of 
these examples," said i, ** I am able to show two. I can also show the autho- 
rity of St. Augustine;! that when he disputed with a heretic, he would neither 
himself, nor yet have the heretic, to lean unto the determination of two former 
councils, of the which the one made for him, and the other for the heretic that 
disputed against him ; but said, that he would have the Scriptures to be their 
judge, which were common and indifferent for them both, and not proper to 
either of them. 

** Item, I could show,” said I, “ the authority of a learned lawyer Panor- 
mitane,? who saith, ‘that unto a simple layman, that bringeth the word of God 
with him, there ought more credit to be given, than to a whole council gathered 
together. By these things will I prove that I ought not to be denied to say my 
mind, and to be heard against a whole parliament, bringing the word of God 
for me, and the authority of the old church four hundred years after Christ — 
albeit that every man in the parliament had willingly, and without respect of 
fear and favour, agreed thereunto, which thing I doubt not a little of—specially 
seeing the like had been permitted in that old church, even in general councils; 
yea, and that in one of the chiefest councils that ever was, unto which neither 
any acts of this parliament, nor yet any of the late general councils of the 

Acase bishops of Rome, ought to be compared. For,” said I, “ if Henry the Eighth 

Pat to as. Were on live, and should call a parliament, and begin to determine a thing (and 

ter. here I would have alleged the example of the act of making the queen a bas- 
tard, and of making himself the superior head; but I could not, beifig inter- 
rupted by one whom God forgive?) then will ye (pointing to my chancellor) 
and ye, and ye, and so ye all (pointing to the rest of the bishops), say, Amen: 
yea, and it like your grace, it is meet that it be so enacted." 


Rogers Here my lord chancellor would suffer me to speak no more; and bade me sit 
not suf- down mockingly, saying, that 1 was sent for to be instructed of them, and I 
speak. would take upon me to be their instructor. 
* My lord,” quoth I, “ I stand, and sit not: shall I not be suffered to speak 
for my life?" 
Mark * Shall we suffer thee to tell a tale, and to prate?” quoth he. And with that 
here the : : 
spiritor he stood up, and began to face me, after his old arrogant proud fashion; for he 
this pre- perceived that I was in a way to have touched them somewhat, which he 
laze, thought to hinder by dashing me out of my tale, and so he did. For I could 
never be suffered to come to my tale again, no not to one word of it; but he 
had much like communication with me, as he had the day before, and as his 
manner is, taunt *for* taunt, and check *for* check. For in that case, being 
God's cause, I told him he should not make me afraid to speak.” 
Th: godly L. Chan. : —"' See what a spirit this fellow hath,” said he; “finding fault at 
spirit of mine accustomed earnestness, and hearty manner of speaking.” 
Rogers. Rogers :—" I have a true spirit," quoth I, “ agreeing and obeying the word 


(1) Contra Maximin. lib. ii. (olim iii.) cap. 14. § 3. 

.(2) Panormitanus. Extrav. de Appel. cap. “t Significasti.” [The passage is quoted by Jewel in 
his Defence of the Apology, part iv. chap. 12, divis. 2. On “ the lawyer Panormitane" it may be 
observed that his name was Nicholaus T'udeschi, a Sicilian, called Panormitane because he was 
abbot in Palermo, and was afterwards archbishop of that city. He was one of the most famous 
canonists, was present at the council of Basil (see vol. iii. p. 608), and participated in the opposition 
to.pope Eugene. He died in 1445. See Dupin, Cent. xv. chap. 4, p. 87. He maintained the 
supremacy of the pope both in temporal and spiritnal matters. See Bellarmine, De Pont. Rom. 
lib. v. p. 1. See Appendix.—Ep. 

(3) This was Sir Anthony Browne. 
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of God :” and would further have said, that I was never the worse, but the Mary. 
better, to be earnest in a just and true cause, and in my master Christ’s matters; 
but I could not be heard. And at length he proceeded towards his excommu- A.D. 
nication and condemnation, after that I had told him that his church of Rome: 1555. 
was the church of Antichrist, meaning the false doctrine and tyrannical laws, The — — 
with *their* maintenance by cruel persecution used by the bishops of the church of 
said church (of which the bishop of Winchester and the rest of his fellow: Rome the 
bishops, that are now in England, are the chief members): “ Of laws I mean,” Anti- 
quoth I, “and not of all men and women which are in the pope's church.” christ, 
Likewise when I was said to have denied their sacrament (whereof he made his 
wonted reverent mention, more to maintain his kingdom thereby, than for the 
true reverence of Christ's institution ; more fer his own and his popish genera- How 
tions’ sake, than for religion or God's sake), I told him after what order I did Winches- 
speak of it (for the manner of his speaking was not agreeing to my words, which ter seek- 
are before recited in the communication that we had on the 28th of January) ; blood. 
wherewith he was not contented, but he asked the audience whether I had not 
simply denied the sacrament. They would have said, and did, what he lusted ; 
for the most of them were of his own servants at that day (the 29th of Januery, 
l mean). At the last I said, “ I will never deny that I said; that is, that your 
doctrine of the sacrament is false; but yet I tell you after what order I said it." 

To be short, he read my condemnation before me particularly, mentioning 
therein but two articles; *that the Romish catholic church is the church 
of Antichrist, and that I denied the reaiity of their sacrament. He cursed 
me to be disgraded and condemned, and put into the hands of the laity; 
and so he gave me over into the sheriffs’ hands, which were much better 
than his. 


The copy of this his condemnation here, I thought good to put 
down in English, to the intent that the same, being here once 
expressed, may serve for all other sentences condemnatory, through 
the whole story to be referred unto. 


The Sentence Condemnatory against Master Rogers. 


In the name of God, Amen. We Stephen, by the permission of God bishop 
of Winchester, lawfully and rightly proceeding with all godly favour, by 
authority and virtue of our office, against thee John Rogers priest, alias called 
Matthew, before us personally here present, being accused and detected, and 
notoriously slandered of heresy, having heard, seen, and understood, and with 
all diligent deliberation weighed, discussed, and considered, the merits of the 
cause, all things being observed, which by us in this behalf in order of law 
ought to be observed, sitting in our judgment-seat, the name of Christ being 
first called upon, and having only God before our eyes: because by the acts 
enacted, propounded, and exhibited in this matter, and by thine own confession 
judicially made before us, we do find that thou hast taught, holden, and affirmed, 
and obstinately defended, divers errors, heresies, and damnable opinions, con- 
trary to the doctrine and determination of the holy church, as namely these : 
That the catholic church of Rome is the church of Antichrist: item, that in the His axti- 
sacrament of the altar there is not substantially nor really the natural body and ie 
blood of Christ: the which aforesaid heresies and damnable opinions, being 
contrary to the law of God, and determination of the universal and apostolical 
church; thou hast arrogantly, stubbornly, and wittingly maintained, held, and 
affirmed, and also defended before us, as well in this judgment, as also other- 
wise; and with the like obstinacy, stubbornness, malice, and blindness of heart, 
both wittingly and willingly hast affirmed, that thou wilt believe, maintain and 
hold, affirm and declare, the same: we therefore, Stephen Winchester, bishop, 
ordinary, and diocesan aforesaid, by the consent and assent as well of our reve- 
rend brethren the lord bishops here present and assistant, as also by the counsel 
and judgment of divers worshipful lawyers and professors of divinity, with whom 
we have communicated in this behalf, do declare and pronounce thee, (the said 
John Rogers, otherwise called Matthew), through thy demerits, transgressions, 
obstinacies, and wilfulness (which, through manifold ways, thou hast incurred 
by thine own wicked and stubborn obstinacy), to have been and to be guilty of 
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Mary. the detestable, horrible, and wicked offences of heretical pravity and exécrable 

: doctrine, and that. thou hast before us sundry times spoken, maintained, and 

A.D. wittingly and stubbornly defended, the said cursed and execrable doctrine in 

1555. the sundry confessions, assertions, and recognitions here judicially before us 

oftentimes repeated, and yet still dost maintain, affirm and believe the same ; 

and that thou hast been and art lawfully and ordinarily convicted in this behalf: 

we therefore, I say—albeit, following the example of Christ, * which would 

not the death of a sinner, but rather that he should convert and live," we have 

gone about oftentimes to correct thee, and by all lawful means that we could, 

and all wholesome admonitions that we did know, to reduce thee again unto the 

true faith and unity of the universal catholic church: notwithstanding we have 

found thee obstinate and stiff-necked, willingly continuing in thy damnable 

opinions and heresies, and refusing to return again unto the true faith and 

unity of the holy mother church, and as the child of wickedness and darkness 

so to have hardened thy heart, that thou wilt not understand the voice of thy 

shepherd, which, with a fatherly affection, doth seek after thee; nor wilt be 

allured with his fatherly and godly admonitions—we therefore (Stephen, the 

bishop aforesaid), not willing that thou which art wicked shouldest now become 

more wicked, and infect the Lord’s flock with thine heresy (which we are 

greatly afraid of), with sorrow of mind and bitterness of heart! do judge thee, 

and definitively condemn thee the said John Rogers, otherwise called Matthew, 

thy demerits and faults being aggravated through thy damnable obstinacy, as 

guilty of most detestable heresies, and as an obstinate impenitent sinner, refusing 

penitently to return to the lap and unity of the holy mother church; and that 

thou hast been and art by law excommunicate, and do pronounce and declare 

thee to be an excommunicate person. Also we pronounce and declare thee, 

being a heretic, to be cast out from the church, and left unto the judgment of 

the secular power, and now presently so do leave thee as an obstinate heretic, 

and a person wrapped in the sentence of the great curse, to be degraded wor- 

thily for thy demerits (requiring them, notwithstanding, in the bowels of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that this execution and punishment worthily to be done upon 

thee, may so be moderated, that the rigour thereof be not too extreme, nor yet 

the gentleness too much mitigated ; but that it may be to the salvation of thy 

soul, to the extirpation, terror, and conversion of the heretics, to the unity of 

the catholic faith) by this our sentence definitive which we here lay upon and 
against thee, and do with sorrow of heart promulgate in this form aforesaid ! 


Rogers * After this,* he sent us (master Hooper I mean and me) to the Clink, there to 
Hooper remain till night: and when it was dark, they carried us (master Hooper going 
Ot 


sent to before with the one sheriff, and I coming after with the other), with bills and 
Newgate. weapons enow, out of the Clink, and led us through the bishop's house, and so 
through St. Mary Overy’s churchyard; and so into Southwark, and over the 
bridge on procession to Newgate, through the city. . 
A venge- But I must show you this also, that when he had read the condemnation, he 
able thing declared that I was in the great curse; and what a vengeable dangerous matter 
the pope's it *were,* to eat and drink with us that were accursed, or to give us any thing : for 
curse. — all that so did, should be partakers of the same great curse. . 
Rogers's“ Well my lord," quoth I, “ here I stand before God and you, and all this 
Words to honourable audience, and take him to witness, that I never wittingly or willingly 
ter, taught any false doctrine; and therefore have I a good conscience before God 
and all good men. I am sure that you and I shall come before a Judge that 
is righteous, before whom I shall be as good a man as you: and I nothing 
doubt but that I shall be found there a true member of the true catholic church 
of Christ, and everlastingly saved. And as for your false church, ye need not 
to excommunicate me forth of it. Ihave not been in it these twenty years, the 
Lord be thanked there-for. But now ye have done what ye can, my lord, I 
pray you yet grant me one thing.” 
“ What is that?” quoth he. . 
Rogers's — * That my poor wife, being a stranger, may come and speak with me so long 
request as I live. For she hath ten children that are hers and mine, and somewhat Í 
Tranteds would counsel her, what were best for her to do.” 
“ No," quoth he, “she is not thy wife.” 


(1) These murderers pretend sorrow of heart, and yet they will not cease from murdering. 


OTHER MATTER PENNED BY ROGERS IN PRISON. 


** Yes, my lord," quoth I, “ and hath been these eighteen years,” 

* Should I grant her to be thy wife?” quoth he. 

* Choose you," quoth I: “whether ye will or not, she shall be so never- 
theless.” 

“ She shall not come at thee,” quoth he. 

“Then I have tried out all your charity," said I. * Ye make yourself highly 
displeased with the matrimony of priests, but ye maintain *their* open whore- 
dom; as in Wales,” quoth I, “ where every priest hath his whore openly 
dwelling with him, and lying by him : even as your holy father suffereth all the 
priests in Dutchland and in France to do the like."! Thereto he answered not, 
but looked as it were asquint at it: and thus I departed, and saw him last. 


Other good matter there is besides, penned by master Rogers in 
the prison, which he thought and would have answered, if he might 
have been permitted: which matter hereunder followeth to be seen 
by his own setting-down. 


Other godly Matter penned by Master Rogers, including his Admo- 
nitions, Sayings, and Prophesyings. 


Hitherto, dearly beloved, ye have heard what was said. Now hear what I 
purposed the night before to have said, if I could have been permitted. Two 
things I purposed to have touched: the one, how it was lawful for a private 
man to reason and write against a wicked act of parliament, or ungodly council, 
which the lord chancellor the day before denied me: the other was to prove 
that prosperity was not always a token of God's love. 

And this I purposed to speak of, because the lord chancellor boasted of hin.- 
self, that he was delivered forth of prison as it were by miracle, and preserved 
of God to restore true religion, and to punish me and such others, whom he 
termed heretics. Concerning these two points, in this manner I purposed to 
have proceeded :— 


“ [t is not unknown to you, that king Henry the Eighth, in his time, made 
his daughter, the queen that now is, a bastard; he abolished the authority of 
the bishop of Rome ; he pulled down abbeys : and all this he did by the consent 
of parliament, 

* King Edward the Sixth, in his time, made lawful the marriage of priests ; 
turned the service into English; abolished the idolatrofis mass, with all like 
superstitious trumpery; set up the holy communion: and all by consent of 
parliament, 

“ The queen that now is hath repealed the act that made her bastard ; hath 
brought in the bishop of Rome, and set him in his old authority; beginneth to 
set up abbeys again; hath made the marriage of priests unlawful ; hath turned 
the English service into Latin again; hath set up the mass again, with like 
baggage, and pulled down the holy communion : and all this is done by consent 
of parliament. 

“ Tf the acts of parliament, made in king Henry's time and in king Edward's, 
had their foundation upon God’s word, whereupon all positive law ought to be 
grounded; then these which are stablished in the queen’s time, being clean 
contrary to the others, as they are not warranted by God's word, so are they 
wicked, and therefore to be both spoken and written against of all men, as 
well of private as of public persons. 

* If your acts, my lord chancellor, which you have lately coined (I call them 
yours, because ye only bear the swinge—devise, and decree what ye list, all other 
men are forced to follow), be good, and according to God's word, then the 
former acts were naught; which thing ye seem to say, in utterly taking of them 
away, and setting up of the contrary.—If the former were naught, why then 
did ye consent unto them, and confirm them to be good by your voluntary and 
advised writing, as it appeareth, and will do to the world’s end, in your book 

(1) “ Turpissimum est quodet hos cum-concubinis, pellicibus, et meretriculis cohabitare, liberos- 
que procreare sinunt, accepto ab eis, atque adeo alicubi a continentibus, certo quotannis censu : 


habeant (aiunt) si velint.” Claude D'Espence in Epist. ad Titum. cap. i. p. 67. Parisiis, 1568. 
See also Labbe, tom. xiii. c. 1309.—Ep. 


“A.D. 
1555. 


THE GODLY MATTER OF JOHN ROGERS, 


* De vera Obedientia, where you prove the queen a bastard, and the bishop of 
Rome to be a usurper, and to have no authority in the realm of England ? 

“Ye must needs confess, that the most part of your acts of parliament in 
these latter days have been according to the fantasies of a few. King Henry, 
in his time, established by parliament in a manner what he listed, and many 
things that might well have been amended. 

“ In king Edward’s days the dukes of Somerset and Northumberland bare a 
great stroke in things, and did not all things sincerely. Even so, since the 
queen that now is came to the government of the realm, all things are ordered 
by your device and head, and the whole parliament-house is led as you list; by 
reason whereof they are compelled to condescend to things both contrary to 
God's manifest word, and also contrary to their own consciences: so great is 
your cruelty. 

* For to bring your wicked purposes to pass, and to establish your anti- 
christian kingdom (which, I trust, the Lord with the breath of his mouth will 
speedily blow over), ye have called three parliaments in one year and a half, 
that what ye could not compass by subtle persuasion, ye might bring to pass 
by tyrannical threatening: for, if ye had not used cruel force in your doings, 
ye had never brought to pass suchethings as this day ye have, to the utter 
defacing and abolishing of God's true religion, and to the casting away and 
destruction of your natural country, so much as in you lieth. 

* And as it is most true, that acts of parliament have, in these latter days, 
been ruled by the fantasies of a few ; and the whole parliament-house, contrary 
to their minds, was compelled to consent to such things as a few had conceived: 
so it must needs be granted, that the papists at all times were most ready to 
apply themselves to the present world, and, like men-pleasers, to follow the 
fantasies of such as were in authority, and turn with the state, which way soever 
it turned. Yea, if the state should change ten times in one year, they would 
ever be ready at hand to change with it, and so follow the cry; and rather 
utterly forsake God, and be of no religion, than that they would forego lust or 
living, for God or for religion. 

“ King Henry by parliament, according to God's word, put down the pope: 
the clergy consented, and all men openly by oath refused his usurped supre- 
macy, knowing by God's word Christ to be head of the church, and every king 
in his realm to have, under and next unto Christ, the chief sovereignty. 

* King Edward also, by parliament, according to God's word, set the mar- 
riage of priests at liberty, abolished the popish and idolatrous mass, changed the 
Latin service, and set up the holy communion: the whole clergy consented 
hereunto ; many of them set it forth by their preaching ; and all they by prac- 
tising confirmed the same. 

** Notwithstanding, now when the state is altered, and the laws changed, the 
papistical clergy with other,like worldlings, as men neither fearing God, neither 
flying worldly shame, neither yet regarding their consciences, oaths, or honesty, 
like wavering weathercocks, turn round about, and putting on harlots' fore- 
heads, sing a new song, and cry with an impudent mouth, ‘Come again, come 
again to the catholic church;’ meaning the antichristian church of Rome, which 
is the synagogue of Satan, and the very sink of all superstition, heresy, and 
idolatry. 

“ Of what force, I pray you, may a man think these parliaments to be, which 
scantly can stand a year in strength? or what credit is to be given to these law- 
makers, which are not ashamed to establish contrary laws, and to condemn that 
for evil, which before (the thing in itself and the circumstances remaining all 
one) they affirmed and decreed tobe good. Truly ye are so ready, contrary to all 
right, to changeand turn for the pleasure of man, that at the length, I fear, God 


will use you like changelings, and both turn you forth of his kingdom, and out 


of your own country. 

“ Ye charge the gospel preachers with the undoing of this realm: nay, it is 
the turning papists, which have not only set a sale their country like traitors, 
but also troubled the simple people, so that they cannot tell what they may 
believe. For that which they affirmed, and preached to be true doctrine in 
king Edward's days, now they cry against it, as it were most abominable heresy. 
This fault, I trust, ye shall never find at our hands. 

* Therefore, to conclude that which I purposed, forsomuch as the acts of 
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parliament of these latter times are one contrary to another, and those which — Mary. 


ye now have established in your time are contrary to God's most manifest 
word—as is the usurped supremacy of the bishop of Rome, the idolatrous 


A.D. 


mass, the Latin service, the prohibiting of lawful marriage (which St. Paul 1555. 


calleth ‘the doctrine of devils’) with many such others: I say, it is not only 
lawful for any private man, which bringeth God's word for him, and the autho- 
rity of the primitive and best church, to speak and write against such unlawful 
laws; but it is his duty, and he is bound in very conscience to do it. Which 
thing I have proved by divers examples before, and now will add but one 
other, which is written in Acts v., where it appeareth that the high priests, the 
elders, scribes, and pharisees, decreed in their council, and gave the same com- 
mandment to the apostles, that they should not preach in the name of Christ, 
as ye have also forbidden us. Notwithstanding, when they were charged 
therewithal, they answered ‘Obedire oportet Deo magis quàm hominibus:' that 
is, ‘We ought more to obey God than man: even so we may, and do answer 
you—God is more to be obeyed than man; and your wicked laws cannot so 
tongue-tie us, but we will speak the truth. 

“The apostles were beaten for their boldness, and they rejoiced that they 
suffered for Christ's cause. Ye have also provided rods for us, and bloody 
whips: yet when ye have done that which God’s hand and council hath deter- 
mined that ye shall do, be it life or death, I trust that God will so assist us by his 
holy Spirit and grace, that we shall patiently suffer it, and praise God for it. 
And whatsoever become of me and others, which now suffer for speaking and 
professing of the truth, yet be ye sure that God's word will prevail, and have 
the over hand, when your bloody laws and wicked decrees, for want of sure 
foundation, shall fall in the dust. And that which I have spoken of your acts 
of parliament, the same may be said of the general councils of these latter days, 
which have been within these five hundred years, where the Antichrist of Rome, 
by reason of his usurped authority, ruled the roast, and decreed such things as 
made for his gain, not regarding God's glory: and therefore are they to be 
spoken written, and cried out against, of all such as fear God and love his 
iruth." 


And thus much I purposed to have said concerning the first point. 


Now touching the second point: That whereas my lord chancellor had the 
day before said his pleasure of them that ruled the realm while he was in 
prison, and also rejoiced as though God had made this alteration, even for his 
sake and his catholic church, as he called it, and to declare as it were by miracle, 
that we were before in a schism and heresy, and the realm was now brought 
unto a unity, and to a truth, and I cannot tell whereto: thereto was I fully 
purposed to have said : 


* Secondly, my lord, whereas ye yesterday so highly dispraised the govern- 
ment of them that ruled in innocent king Edward's days, it may please your 
lordship to understand, that we poor preachers, whom ye so evil allow, did 
most boldly and plainly rebuke their evil governance in many things, specially 
their covetousness, and neglect and small regard to live after the gospel; as 
also their negligence to occasion others to live thereafter, with more things than 
I can now rehearse. This can all London testify with us."—I would also have 
told him, what I myself, for my part, did once at Paul’s Cross, concerning the 
misuse of abbeys, and other church goods: and I am assured right well, that 
never a papist of them all, did ever so much therein as I did, I thank the Lord 
there-for: I was also, as is well known, fain to answer there-for before all the 
council, and many of my brethren did thelike; so that we, for the notrebuking 
of their faults, shall not answer before God, nor be blameworthy before men. 
Therefore let the gentlemen and courtiers themselves, and all the citizens of 
London, testify what we did. 

* But, my lord, you could not abide them, for that which they did unto you, 
and for that they were of a contrary religion unto you. Wherefore, in that you 
seem so infest against them, it is neither any just nor public cause, but itis your 
own private hate, that maketh you to report so evil of their governance. And 
ye may now say what ye list of them, when they be partly dead and gone, and 
partly by you put out of office. 
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“ But what shall be said of you when your fall shall follow, ye shall them 
hear. And I must say my conscience to you: I fear me, ye have and will, 
with your governance, bring England out of God's blessing into a warm sun. 
I pray God, you do not. 

* ] am an Englishman born, and, God knoweth, do naturally wish well to 
my country. And, my lord, I have often proved that the things, which I have 
much feared aforehand should come to pass, have indeed followed. pray God 
I may fail of my guessing in this behalf: but truly, that will not be with 
expelling the true word of God out of the realm, and with the shedding of 
innocent blood. 

* And as touching your rejoicing, as though God had set you aloft to punish 
us by miracle (for so you report and brag openly of yourself), and to minister 
justice, if we will not receive your holy father's mercy, and thereby do declare 
your church to be true, and ours false, to that I answer thus: God's works be 
wonderful, and are not to be comprehended and perceived by man's wisdom, 
nor by the wit of the most wise and prudent. Yea, they are soonest deceived, 
and do most easily judge amiss of God's wonderful works, that are most 
worldly-wise. God hath made all the wisdom of this world foolishness:! ‘Dedit 
dilectam animam suam in manus inimicorum ejus.’ Hierem. xii.; that is, “He 
hath put his beloved and dear heart into the hands of the enemies thereof.’ 

* This thing doth God, which thing all wise men account to be the most 
foolish and unwise part that can be. Will the wise of the world, trow ye, put 
their most dear friends and tenderly beloved children into their enemies’ hands, 
to kill, slay, burn, etc.: that is unto them a madness above all madness. And 
yet doth God use this order, and this is a high and singular wisdom in his 
sight, which the world taketh to be most extreme madness. 

“ Can the world show a cause why he suffered the great multitude of inno- 
cent children to be murdered of Herod of Ascalon, or why he put that most 
holy man, John Baptist, into the hands of Herod’s son to be beheaded, and that 
in prison secretly, without open judgment, most tyrannously? Why he suffered 
his beloved apostle James to be beheaded of another Herod?! Why he suf- 
fered his beloved seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to be four hundred years 
in thraldom and bondage, and under Pharaoh? And all the stock of Judah, 
and Benjamin, his beloved children and church, to come under the power, 
sword, and tyranny of Nebuchadnezzar? No verily, but his true catholic 
church knoweth divers causes thereof, which are now too long to rehearse, and 
which I would right gladly show, if I had time. 

* But this I am right sure of, that it was not because that the aforesaid godly 
men were in heresies, and subject to false gods’ services, and idolatry, and that 
their adversaries were men of God, and beloved of God: the contrary was true: 
John Baptist was beloved of God, and Herod hated, and so forth of the rest: 
and John Baptist, the innocent children, James, the children of Israel in Egypt 
and in Babylon, were the catholic members and people of God: and their ad- 
versaries, into whose hands they were put and delivered, and that of God, and by 
his good will and pleasure, were idolaters, and the people of the devil: but they 
would be called the chief members of God, and rejoiced that they had the true 
God, and that it was now declared by miracle, that the Israelites had but a 
false God, and a false religion, seeing they were delivered into the Babylonians’ 
hands. And all the others (the Herods and Pharaoh, I mean) plainly deter- 
mined, that if the men, which they killed and handled evil, had been God’s people, 
God would never have suffered them to come into their hands, but rather have 
done the contrary ; and have let John Baptist kill Herod, and the Israelites 
Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar. Even the like is now to be seen in us, and in 
our most cruel adversaries, 

“They are not therefore the catholic church, because our merciful God hath 
at this present given our lives into their hands: neither are we therefore here- 
tics, because we suffer punishment at their hands, as the lord chancellor by his 
rejoicing seemeth to gather. The contrary is hereby to be gathered, that we be 
the members of the true catholic church, because we suffer for the same doc- 
trine which John Baptist, James, the Israelites, yea Christ and the apostles, did 
teach: of which none taught anything of our adversaries’ doctrine; namely, 
that the rotten antichristian head of Rome should be the head of Christ’s 


(1) 1 Cor, i. & if. (2) Acts xii. 
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church: but they have manifestly taught the contrary, especially Paul! John,? 
and Daniel ;* which thing, if I. might have life and books, I would so (by God's 
grace) set forth, that all the world should see it: and that our adversaries, with 
their antichristian head, are the members of the devil’s church, as they un- 
doubtedly are. And in like case, as the above-mentioned holy men, though they, 
in their days, were counted to be heretics, seditious, and disturbers of the whole 
world; for unto John Baptist it was said, ‘ Wherefore baptizest thou, if thou be 
not Elias, nor that prophet? etc.—as who should say, Thou hast no such 
authority to begin a new ceremony in the church; for we be in ordinary pos- 
session of the church: and of us thou hast received no such power: we abide 
by our circumcision. And the like could I declare of James, and of all the 
apostles and prophets, and of our Saviour Christ himself, that were all condemned 
as heretics, and blasphemers of God, and disturbers of the whole world. Paul 
and Silas* heard like words of the Philippians: These men trouble our city, 
seeing they are Jews, and preach institutions which are not lawful for us to 
receive, seeing we be Romans. And in Athens,‘ the wise men of this world, 
and such as gave their endeavour to wisdom, said by St. Paul, ‘Quid vult 
spermologus hic dicere?" What will this prater (as my lord chancellor said to 
me, Shall we suffer this fellow to prate,—when I would fain have said that thing 
that I have here written), trifler, news-carrier, or bringer, that telleth whatso- 
ever men will have him for gain and advantage? that will for a piece of bread 
say what ye will have him, etc. And another said in the same place, ‘ He 
seemeth to be a preacher of new devils,’ etc. ; and the Jews say by Paul,’ laying 
hands on him, ‘ Help, O ye Israelites,’ say they ; ‘ this is the man that teacheth 
all men ‘everywhere against the people (meaning the Jews), and the law of this 
place (meaning Jerusalem) :’ and yet was never a word of these true. And the 
same Jews said of Paul :8 * Out of the earth with that man,’ or * Away with him :' 
for it is not lawful for him to live,’ or ‘he isnot worthy to live.’ And how many 
more of these examples are to be found in the Bible? Although, I say, these 
men were in their days taken for heretics of them that were then in authority, 
and of the great multitude of the world, yet it is now well known (yea and very 
shortly after their deaths this was known, yea, and even in their lives also) unto 
the true catholic church, that they were not only the chief and special memhers 
ofthe true catholic church, but also the founders and builders thereof (notwith- 
standing the sinister judgment that the wise and mighty men, and the great 
multitude of the world had of them); and in their consciences they were always 
assuredly certified of the same. Even the same shall the world find true in us, 
shortly after our deaths, as also there be at this hour (the Lord be thanked there- 
for) not afew that already know it; as we ourselves also are by God’s grace 
assuredly certified in our consciences—that we are no heretics, but members of 
the true catholic church ; and that our adversaries the bishops and popish clergy, 
which will have that title, are the members of Satan’s church, and. their anti- 
christian head of Rome with them. 

* But here they will cry out, * Lo! these men will be still like John Baptist, 
the apostles, and prophets,’ etc. 

“T answer, ‘We make not ourselves like unto them, in the singular virtues 
and gifts of God given unto them; as of doing miracles, and of many other 
things.’ The similitude and likeness of them and us consisteth not in all things, 
but only in this; that is, that we be like them in doctrine, and in the suffering 
of persecution and infamy for the same. 

* We have preached their very doctrine, and none other thing : that we are 
able sufficiently to declare by their writings; and by writing, for my part, I have 
proffered to prove the same, as is now often said. And for this cause we suffer 
the like reproach, shame, and rebuke of the world, and the like persecution, 
lesing of our lives and goods, forsaking (as our master Christ commandeth) 
father, mother, sisters, brethren, wives, children, and all that there is; being 
assured of a joyful resurrection, and to be crowned in glory with them, accord- 
ing to the infallible promises made unto us in Christ, our only and sufficient 
Mediator, Reconciler, Priest, and Sacrifice; which hath pleased the Father, and 
quieted and pacified his wrath against our sins, and made us without spot or 
wrinkle in his sight by imputation, although we, of and in ourselves, are be- 
spotted, and be-blotted with many filthy sins, which, if the great mercy granted 
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Mary. in Christ did not put away, by not imputing them unto us of his measureless 
unspeakable mercy and love to save us, they would have brought us to ever- 
A.D. lasting damnation, and death perpetual: herein, and in no other, do we affirm 
1555. ourselves to be like unto our head Christ, and all his apostles, prophets, martyrs, 
and saints. And herein ought all christian men to be like them ; and herein are 
all true christian men and women like them every one, according to the mea- 
sure of the faith that God hath dealt unto them, and to the diversity of the 
gifts of the Spirit given unto them. . 

* But let us now consider, that if it be God's good will and pleasure to give 
his own beloved heart (that is, his beloved church, and the members thereof), 
into the hands of their enemies, to chasten, try, and prove them, and to bring 
them to the true unfeigned acknowledging of their own natural stubbornness, 
and disobedience towards God and his commandments, as touching the love 
of God and of their brethren or neighbours, and their natural inclination, 
readiness, and desire to love creatures; to seek their own lusts, pleasures, and 
things forbidden of God ; to obtain a true and earnest repentance, and sorrowful- 
ness there-for, and to make them to sigh and cry for the forgiveness of the same, 
and for the aid of the Spirit daily to mortify and kill the said evil desires and 
lusts: yea, and often fall 


ing into gross outward sins, as did David, Peter, Mag- 
dalene, and others, to rise again also thereout with a mighty crying for mercy, 
with many other causes—let us also consider what he hereafter doth with the 
said enemies, into whose hands he hath given his tender beloved dearlings to 
be chastened and tried. Forsooth, whereas he but chasteneth his dearlings, 
and crosseth them for a small while, according to his good pleasure, as all 
God's jus- fathers do with their children,’ he utterly destroyeth, yea and everlastingly 
tice upon damneth, the unrepentant enemies. Let Herod tell me what he won by killing 
his ene James, and persecuting Peter, and Christ’s tender dearlings, and beloved spouse 
perse- and wife, his church. Verily God thought him not worthy to have death 
cutors. ministered unto him by men or angels, or any worthy creatures, but those small, 
and yet most vile beasts, lice, and small worms, must consume and kill his beastly, 
vile, and tyrannous body. Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar, for all their pride 
and most mighty power, must at length let God’s dearlings go freely away out 
of their land; yea out of their bands and tyranny. For when it could not be 
obtained at their hands that God's congregation might have true mercy ministered 
unto them, but the counterfeit mercy of these our days (that is to say, extreme 
cruelty, and even the very and that most horrible and cruel death), God arose 
and awoke out of his sleep, and destroyed those enemies of his flock with a 
mighty hand and stretched-out arm. Pharaoh did, with most great and intoler-. 
able labours and burdens, oppress and bring under the poor Israelites; and yet 
did the courtiers undoubtedly noise abroad, that the king was merciful unto 
them, to suffer them to live in the land, and to set them awork, that they might 
get them their livings. If he should thrust them out of his land, whither should 
they go, like a sort of vagabonds and runagates? This title and name of mercy 
would that tyrant have, and so did his flattering false courtiers spread his vain 
praise abroad. Have not we the like examples now-a-days? O that I had now 
Win- time to write certain things pertaining to our Winchester's mercy! How merciful 
chester’s he hath been to me and to my good brethren I will not speak of, neither yet 
mercy. unto the duke of Suffolk’s most innocent daughter, and to her as innocent 
husband. For, although their fathers were faulty, yet had their youth and lack 
of experience deserved a pardon by all true merciful men’s judgments. O that 
I had time to paint out this matter aright! but there be many alive that can do 
it much better when I am dead. Pharaoh had his plagues, and his most 
flourishing land was by his counterfeit mercy, which was in deed right cruelty 
and abominable tyranny, utterly destroyed. And think ye that this bloody 
butcherly bishop of Winchester, and his most bloody brethren, shall escape ? 
or that England shall for their offences, and specially for the maintenance 
of their idolatry and wilful following of them, not abide a great brunt? 
—Yes, undoubtedly. 


* If God look not mercifully upon England, the seeds of utter destruction are 
sown in it already, by these hypocritical tyrants, and antichristian prelates, 
popish papists, and double traitors to their natural country, And yet they 
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speak of mercy, of blessing, of the catholic church, of unity, of power, and Mary. 
strengthening of the realm. This double dissimulation will show itself one day, -—— 
when the plagiic cometh, which will undoubtedly light upon those crown-shorn A.D. 
captains, and that shortly; whatsoever the godly and the poor realm suffer in 1555. 
the meanwhile, by God's good sufferance and will. 

* Spite of Nebuchadnezzar' beard, and maugre his heart, the captive, 
thralled, and miserable Jews must come home again, and have their city and 
temple builded up again by Zerubbabel, Esdras, and Nehemiah, ete. And the 
whole kingdom of Babylon must go to ruin, and be taken in of strangers, the 
Persians and the Medes. So shall the disperpled English flock of Christ be 
brought again into their former estate, or to a better, I trust in the Lord God, He mean- 
than it was in innocent king Edward's days, and our bloody Babylonical bishops; eth here 
and the whole crown-shorn company brought to utter shame, rebuke, ruin, ofthe te 
decay, and destruction. For God cannot, and undoubtedly will not, suffer for the exiles 
ever their abominable lying false doctrine; their hypocrisy, bloodthirst, whore- into Eng- 
dom, idleness; their pestilent life, pampered in all kind of pleasure; their 
thrasonical boasting pride; their malicious, envious, and poisoned stomachs, 
which they bear towards his poor and miserable Christians. Peter truly warn- 
eth, that * If judgment beginneth at the house of God, what shall be the end 
of them, that believe not the gospel? Ifthe righteous shall scant be saved, 
where shall the ungodly and sinful appear?'! Some shall have their punish- 
ment here in this world, and in the world to come; and they that do escape in 
this world, shall not escape everlasting damnation. This shall be your sance, 
O ye wicked papists; make ye merry here, as long as ye may!” 


After that John Rogers, as ye have heard, had been long and 
straitly imprisoned, lodged in Newgate amongst thieves, often ex- 
amined, and very uncharitably entreated, and at length unjustly and 
most cruelly by wicked Winchester condemned : the 4th of February, Rogers 5 
A.D. 1555, being Monday in the morning, he was warned suddenly, prepare 
by the keeper’s wife of Newgate, to prepare himself to the fire; who, “*°* 
being then found asleep, scarce with much shogging could be awaked. 

At length being raised and waked, and bid to make haste, “ Then,” 

said he, *if it be so, I need not tie my points:" and so was had 

down first to Bonner to be degraded. That done, he craved of Rogers | 
Bonner but one petition. And Bonnersasking what that should be : could not 
“ Nothing," said he, “ but that I might talk a few words with my be suf 
wife before my burning.” But that could not be obtained of him, Bonnerto 
* Then,” said he, * you declare your charity, what it is" And so is wife 
he was brought into Smithfield by master Chester, and master Wood- boring. 
roofe, then sheriffs of London, there to be burnt; where he showed 

most constant patience, not using many words, for he could not be 
permitted ; but only exhorting the people constantly to remain in 

that faith and true doctrine which he before had taught, and they 

had Jearned, and for the confirmation whereof he was not only con- 

tent patiently to suffer and bear all such bitterness and cruelty as 

had been showed him, but also most gladly to resign up his life, and to 

give his flesh to the consuming fire, for the testimony of the same. 

Briefly, and in few words to comprehend the whole order of his 
life, doings and martyrdom: first, this godly master Rogers was se 
committed to prison, as is above said, and there continued a year and copy of 
a half. In prison he was merry, and earnest in all he went about. Rogers's | 
He wrote much; his examinations he penned with his own hand, oe os 
which else had never come to light: wherein is to be noted, by the vidence 
way, a memorable working of God's providence. Ye heard a little Servea- 
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above, how master Rogers craved of Bonner, going to his burning, 
that he might speak a few words before with his wife; which could 


1555, not be granted. What these words were, which he had to say to his 


Rogers 
prophe- 
sieth of 
thereturn 
of the 
gospel, 


Rogers's 
counsel 
in placing 
good mi- 
nisters. 


A note 
touching 
priests’ 
caps. 


wife, it is for no man certainly to define. Likely it may be sup- 
posed that his purpose was, amongst other things, to signify unto 

er of the book written of his examinations and answers, which he 
had privily hid in a secret corner of the prison where he lay. But 
where man's power lacketh, see how God's providence worketh. 
For notwithstanding that during the time of his imprisonment, strait 
search there was, to take away his letters and writings; yet, after 
his death, his wife and one of her sons called Daniel, coming into 
the place where he lay, to seek for his books and writings, and now 
ready to go away ; it chanced her son aforenamed, casting his eye 
aside, to spy a black thing (for it had a black cover, belike because 
it should not be known) lying in a blind corner under a pair of 
stairs: who, willing his mother to see what it was, found it to be the 
book written with his own hand, containing these his examinations 
and answers, with other matter above specified. In the latter end 
whereof, was also contained, that which concerneth a prophetical 
forewarning of things pertaining to the church, and which, in the 
same his words as they be there written, may be seen in the end of 
his “ Admonitions, Sayings, and Prophesyings."! 

Furthermore, amongst other words and sayings, which may seem 
prophetically to be spoken of him, this also may be added, and is 
notoriously to be marked, that he spake, being then in prison, to the 
printer of this present book,? who then also was laid up for like cause 
of religion : ** Thou,” said he, “ shalt live to see the alteration of this 
religion, and the gospel to be freely preached again: and therefore 
have me commended to my brethren, as well in exile as others, and 
bid them be circumspect in displacing the papists, and putting good 
ministers into churches; or else their end will be worse than ours. 
And for lack of good ministers to furnish churches, his device was 
(master Hooper also agreeing to the same), that for every ten 
churches some one good and learned superintendent should be ap- 
pointed, which should have under him faithful readers, such as might 
well be got; so that popish priests should clean be put out, and the 
bishop once a year to oversee the profiting of the parishes. And if 
the minister did not his duty, as well in profiting himself in his book, 
and his parishioners in good instructions, so that they may be trained 
by httle and little to give a reckoning how they do profit, then he to 
be expelled, and another put in his place; and the bishop to do the 
like with the superintendent. This was his counsel and request: 
showing moreover, and protesting in his commendations to his bre- 
thren by the printer aforesaid, that if they would not so do, their 
end, he said, would be worse than theirs. 

Over and besides divers things touching master Rogers, this is 
not to be forgotten, how in the days of king Edward the Sixth, there 


. was & controversy among the bishops and clergy, for wearing of 


7 (1) This prophetical forewarning commences at “ If God look not mercifully upon England,” and 


closes ‘‘O ye wicked papists! make ye merry here as long as ye may." See pp. 608 and 609.--En. 
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riests’ caps, and other attire belonging to that order. Master Rogers, Mary. 
P P o o + g 


being one of that number which never went otherwise than in around 4 p. 
cap, during all the time of king Edward, affirmed that he would not 1555. 


agree to that decreement of uniformity, but upon this condition : 
that if they would needs have such a uniformity of wearing the cap, 
tippet, ete., then it should also be decreed withal. that the papists, 
for a difference betwixt them and others, should be constrained to 
wear upon their sleeves a chalice with a host upon it. Whereupon 
if they would consent, he would agree to the other: otherwise he 
would not, he said, consent to the setting forth of the same, nor ever 
wear the cap; as indeed he never did. 


To proceed now further in describing the doings of this man, Provision 
during the time while he remained prisoner in Newgate, he was to p, is 
the prisoners beneficial and liberal ; for whom he had thus devised : prisoners 

exan- 


that he with his fellows should have but one meal a day, they paying der gaoier 
notwithstanding for the charges of the whole; the other meal should of ev. 
be given to them that lacked on the other side of the prison. But Alexan- 

Alexander Andrew their keeper, a strait man, and a right, Alexander, copper: 


a coppersmith indeed, of whose doing more shall be said, God willing, * 


hereafter, would in no case suffer that. — . 

The Sunday before he suffered, he drank to master Hooper, 
being then underneath him, and bade them commend him unto him, 
and tell him, ‘There was never little fellow better would stick to 
a man, than he would stick to him ;" presupposing they should both 
be burned together, although it happened otherwise; for master 
Rogers was burnt alone. And thus much briefly concerning the 
life and such acts of master Rogers, as I thought worthy noting. 

. Now when the time came, that he, being delivered to the sheriffs, 
should be brought out of Newgate to Smithfield, the place of his 


execution, first came to him master Woodroofe, one of the aforesaid. 


sheriffs, and calling master Rogers unto him, asked him if he would rne. 


revoke his abominable doctrine, and his evil opinion of the sacrament or 


of the altar. Master Rogers answered and said, “ That which I have Hosen 


preached I will seal with my blood.” “Then,” quoth master W ood- 
roofe, “ thou art a heretic.” “ That shall be known,” quoth Rogers, 
“at the day of judgment." “ Well," quoth master Woodroofe, 
“ I will never pray for thee." “ But I will pray for you,” quoth 
master Rogers; and so was brought the same day, which was Monday 
the 4th of February, by the sheriffs toward Smithfield, saying the 
psalm “ Miserere" by the way, all the people wonderfully rejoicing 
at his constancy, with great praises and thanks to God for the same. 
And there, in the presence of master Rochester, comptroller of the 
queen's household, sir Richard Southwell, both the sheriffs, and a 
wonderful number of people, *the! fire was put unto him; and when 
it had taken hold both upon his legs and shoulders, he, as one feeling 
no smart, washed his hands in the flame, as though it had been in cold 
water. And, after lifting up his hands unto heaven, not removing 
the same until such time as the devouring fire had consumed them— . 


ords 


Wood- 


most mildly this happy martyr yielded up his spirit into the hands pogers 
of his heavenly Father.* A little before his burning at the stake, refusetn 


his par- 


his pardon was brought, if he would have recanted, but he utterly ao 


(1) See Edition 1563, page 1036.—Ep. 
KR 


In. 
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Mary. refused. He was the first proto-martyr of all the blessed company 
“Ap. that suffered in queen Mary's time, that gave the first adventure 
1555, upon the fire. His wife and children, being eleven in number, 
and ten able to go, and one sucking on her breast, met him by the 
way as he went towards Smithfield. This sorrowful sight of his own 
flesh and blood could nothing move him; but that he constantly 
and cheerfully took his death, with wonderful patience, in the defence 
and quarrel of Christ's gospel. 


The Pistorg and Wartprdom of Laurence Saunders, burned for the 
Defence of the Gospel, at Coventry, 


After that queen Mary, by public proclamation in the first year 
of her reign, had inhibited the sincere preaching of God's holy word, 
as is before declared, divers godly ministers of the word, which had 
the cure and charge of souls committed to them, did, notwithstand- 
ing, according to their bounden duty, feed their flock faithfully, not 
as preachers authorized by public authority (as the godly order of 
the realm was in the.happy days of blessed king Edward), but as the 
private pastors of particular flocks ; among whom Laurence Saunders 

Scholars Was one, a man of worshipful parentage. His bringing up was in 
gui of |. learning from his youth, in places meet for that purpose, as namely 
lege in the school of Eton ; from whence (according to the manner there 
Kinga- used) he was chosen to go to the King’s-college in Cambridge, where 
emege he continued scholar of the college three whole years, and there 
bridge. profited in knowledge and learning very much for that time. Shortly 
after that, he did forsake the university, and went to his parents, 

upon whose advice he minded to become a merchant, for that his 
mother, who was a gentlewoman of good estimation, being left a 
‘widow, and having a good portion for him among his other brethren, 

she thought to set him up wealthily ; and so he, coming up to Lon- 

Saunders don, was bound apprentice with a merchant, named sir William 
Lovadap- Chester, who afterward chanced to be sheriff of London the same 
preatice year that Saunders was burned at Coventry. Thus, by the mind of 
master his friends, Laurence should needs have been a merchant; but 
Chester. Almighty God, who hath his secret working in all things, saw better 
for his servant, as it fell out in the end. For although that Saunders 

"was bound by fast indenture to play the merchant, yet the Lord so 
wrought inwardly in his heart, that he could find no liking in that 
vocation: so that when his other fellows were busily occupied about 

that kind of trade, he would secretly withdraw himself into some 

privy corner, and there fall into his solitary lamentations; as one not 

liking that kind and trade of life. 

Saun It happened that his master, being a good man, and hearing his 
des AP- apprentice thus in his secret prayers inwardly to mourn by himself, 
to the called him unto him, to know what the cause was, of that his soli- 
merchan- tariness and lamentation ; who then, perceiving his mind nothing to 
diis not fancy that kind of life (for so Saunders declared unto him), and per- 
away nat Celving also his whole purpose to be bent to the study of his book, 
kind of and spiritual contemplation, like a good man directed his letters in- 
ue continently unto his friends, and, giving him his indenture, so set 
lim free. And thus Laurence Saunders, being ravished with the 


HIS STEADFASTNESS OF PURPOSE. 


love of learning, and especially with the reading of God's word, 
tarried not long time in the traffic of merchandise, but shortly re- 
turned to Cambridge again to his study; where he began to couple 
to the knowledge of the Latin, the study of the Greek tongue, 
wherein he profited in small time very much. Therewith, also, he 
joined the study of the Hebrew. Then gave he himself wholly to 
the study of the holy Scripture, to furnish himself to the office of a 
preacher. In study he was diligent and painful; in godly life he 
declared the fruits of a well exercised conscience ; he prayed often and 
with great fervour; and in his prayers, as also at other times, he had 
his part of spiritual exercises, which his hearty sighing to God declared, 
in which when any special assault did come, by prayer he felt present 
relief, Then was his company marvellous comfortable; for as his 
exercises were special teachings, so in the end they proved singular 
consolations: wherein he became so expert, that within short space 
he was able to comfort others who were 1n any affliction, by the con- 
solation wherewith the Lord did comfort him. Thus continued he 
in the university, till he proceeded master of arts, and a long space 
after. 

In the beginning of king Edward's reign, when God's true religion 
was begun to be restored, after license obtained, he began to preach; 
and was so well liked of them which then had authority, that they 
appointed him to read a divinity lecture in the college at Fotheringay, 
where, by doctrine and life he edified the godly, drew many ignorant 
to God's true knowledge, and stopped the mouth of the adversaries. 


He married about that time, and in the married estate led a life un- " 


blamable before all men. The college of Fotheringay being dis- 
solved, he was placed to be reader in the minster at Lichfield ; where 
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1555. 


From 
merchan- 


dise he 
returneth 
to his 
study. 


Reader 
in the 

college of 
Fotherin- 
&y. 


After- 


he so behaved himself in teaching and living, that the very adver- yaya it 


saries did give him:a full report as well of learning, as of much god- 
liness. After a certain space, he departed from Lichfield to =< 
benefice in Leicestershire, called Church-Langton, whereupon he, 
keeping residence, taught diligently, and kept a liberal house. From 
thence he was orderly called to take a benefice in the city of London, 
named Allhallows in Bread-street. Then minded he to give over his 
cure in the country : and therefore, after he had taken possession of 
his benefice in London, he departed from London into the country, 
clearly to discharge himself thereof. And even at that time began 
the broil about the claim that queen Mary made to the crown, by 
reason whereof he could not accomplish his purpose. 

In this trouble, and even among the beginners of it (such I mean 
as were for the queen), he preached at Northampton, nothing 
meddling with the state, but boldly uttered his conscience against 
popish doctrine and Antichrist’s damnable errors, which were like to 
spring up again in England, as a just plague for the little love which 
the English nation did bear to the blessed word of God, which had 
been so plentifully offered unto them. The queen’s men, which 
were there and heard him, were highly displeased with him for his 
sermon, and for it kept him among them as prisoner: but, partly for 
love of his brethren and friends, who were chief doers for the queen 
among them, partly because there was no law broken by his preach- 
ing, they dismissed him. He, seeing the dreadful days at hand, 


wards a 
Lichfield. 


His con- 
stant pur- 
pose. 
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Mary. inflamed with the fire of godly zeal, preached with diligence at both 
"A.D, those benefices, as time could serve him; seeing he could resign 
1555, neither of them now, but into the hand of a papist. 

Thus passed he to and fro preaching, until that proclamation was 
put forth, of which mention is made in the beginning. At that time 
he was at his benefice in the country, where he (notwithstanding the 
proclamation aforesaid) taught diligently God’s truth, confirming the 
people therein, and arming them against false doctrine, until he was 
not only commanded to cease, but also with force resisted, so that he 
Refuseth could not proceed there in preaching. Some of his friends, per- 
aka’ ceiving such fearful menacing, counselled him to fly out of the realm, 

which he refused to do. But seeing he was with violence kept 
from doing good in that place, he returned towards London to visit 

the flock, of which he had there the charge. 
On Saturday, the 14th of October, as he was coming nigh to the 
city uf London, sir John Mordant, a councillor to queen Mary, did 
overtake him, and asked him, whither he went. “I have,” said 
Saunders, “a cure in London; and now T go to instruct my people 
according to my duty.” “If you will follow my counsel,” quoth 
master Mordant, “ let them alone, and come not at them.” To this 
Saunders answered: “ How shall I then be discharged before God, if 
any be sick, and desire consolation? if any want good counsel, and 
need instruction ? or if any should slip into error, and receive false 
doctrine?” “ Did you not,” quoth Mordant, “ preach such a day 
(and named a day) in Bread-street, London?” “ Yes verily,” said 
Saunders: “that same is my cure.” * I heard you myself,” quoth 
master Mordant ; “and will you preach now there again?” “If it 
please you,” said Saunders, “to-morrow you may hear me again in 
that same place; where I will confirm, by the authority of God’s 
- word, all that I said then, and whatsoever before that time I taught 
Mordant them." “ I would counsel you," quoth the other, “ not to preach.” 
ethsam- “If you can and will forbid me by lawful authority, then must I 
preach” Obey,” said Saunders. ** Nay," quoth he, “ I will not forbid you; but I 
ing. do give you counsel.” And thus entered they both the city, and 
departed each from other. Master Mordant, of an uncharitable 
mind went to give warning to Bonner bishop of London, that Saun- 
ders would preach in his cure the next day. Saunders resorted to 
his lodging, with a mind bent to do his duty: where, because he 
seemed to be somewhat troubled, one who was there about him, 
Saunders asked him how he did. “ In very deed,” saith he, “I am in prison, 
son tithe till I be in prison:” meaning that there his mind was unquiet until he 
Mon had preached ; and that he should have quietness of mind, though he 

were put 1n prison. 
His ser- The next day, which was Sunday in the forenoon, he made a ser- 
Alma: mon in his parish, entreating on that place which Paul writeth to the 
‘ows. ^ Corinthians:! “ I have coupled you to one man, that ye should make 
yourselves a chaste virgin unto Christ. But I fear lest it come to 
pass, that as the serpent beguiled Eve, even so your wits should be 
corrupt from the smgleness which ye had towards Christ.” He 
recited a sum of that true christian doctrine, through which they 
were coupled to Christ, to receive of him free justification through 
(1) 2 Cor. xi. 


HE CHARGETH BONNER WITH SEEKING HIS BLOOD. 615 


faith in his blood. The papistical doctrine he compared to the ser- sary. 
pent's deceiving: and, lest they should be deceived by it, he made a ^ 4. p, 
comparison between the voice of God, and the voice of the popish :555. 
serpent; descending to more particular declaration thereof, as it 
were to let them plainly see the difference that is between the order 
of the church service set forth by king Edward in the English tongue, 
and comparing it with the popish service then used in the Latin 
tongue. The first he said was good, because it was according to the 
word of God,' and the order of the primitive church. The other he 
said was evil, and though in that evil be intermingled some good 
Latin words; yet was it but as a little honey or milk mingled with a 
great deal of poison, to make them drink up all. This was the sum 
of his sermon. In the afternoon he was ready in his church to have 
given another exhortation to his people. But the bishop of London saunders 
interrupted him, by sending an officer for him. This officer charged Piin 


hendedb 
him, upon the pain of disobedience and contumacy, forthwith to Bonner at 
come to the bishop his master. Thus, as the apostles were brouglit mon, 
out of the temple, where they were teaching, unto the rulers of the Morden 
priests; so was Laurence Saunders brought before this bishop in his h^» 
palace of London, who had in his company the aforenamed sir Joka 
Mordant, and some of his chaplains. The bishop laid no more to 
Laurence Saunders’s charge, but treason for breaking the quzen’s 
proclamation; heresy and sedition for his sermon. 

The treason and sedition his charity was content to let slip, until Preach- 
another time; but a heretic he would now prove him, and all those, 6% 
he said, who did teach and believe that the administration of the werd 
sacraments and all orders of the church are most pure, which do treason 
come most nigh vo the order of the primitive church. For the church with Bon- 
was then but in her infancy, and could not abide that perfection which 
was afterward to be furnished with ceremonies. And for this cause ceremo- 
Christ himself, and after him the apostles, did in many things bear Vented 
with the rudeness of that church. To this Laurence Saunders omy for- 
answered with the authority of St. Augustine—that ceremonies were, firmity. 
even from the beginning, invented and ordained for the rude infancy 
and weak infirmity of man; and therefore it was a token of the more 
perfection of the primitive church, that it had few ceremonies, and 
of the rudeness of the church papistical, because it had so many 
ceremonies, partly blasphemous, partly unsavoury and unprofitable. 

After much talk had concerning this matter, the bishop willed him Bonner 
to write what he believed of transubstantiation. Laurence Saunders $5". 
did so, saying, * My lord, ye do seek my blood, and ye shall have of Saun- 
it, I pray God that ye may be so baptized in it, that ye may there- 
after loath blood-sucking, and become a better man." This writing 
the bishop kept for his purpose—even to cut the writers throat ; as 
shall appear hereafter. The bishop, when he had his will, sent Lau- saunders 
rence Saunders to the lord chancellor, as Annas sent Christ to som fem 
Caiaphas: and like favour found Saunders as Christ his master did Caiaphas 
before him. But the chancellor being not at home, Saunders was 
constrained to tarry for him by the space of four hours, in the outer 
chamber, where he found a chaplain of the bishop’s very merrily 
disposed, with certain gentlemen playing at the tables, with divers 


(1) 1 Cor. xiv. 
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Mary. others of the same family or house occupied there in the same 
"A.D. exercise. 
i555. Al this time Saunders stood very modestly and soberly at the 
screen or cupboard bare-headed, sir John Mordant his guide or leader, 
walking up and down by him; who, as I said before, was then one 
of the council. At last the bishop returned from the court, whom, 
as soon as he was entered, a great many suiters met and received: so 
that before he could get out of one house into another, half an hour 
was passed. At last he came into the chamber where Saunders was, 
and went through into another chamber: where, in the meanway, 
Saunders's leader gave him a writing, containing the cause, or rather 
the accusation, of the said Saunders; which when he had perused, 
* Where is the man?” said the bishop. Then Saunders, being 
brought forth to the place of examination, first most lowly and 
meekly kneeled down, and made courtesy before the table where the 
bishop did sit; unto whom the bishop spake on this wise : 
winches- — ** How happeneth it,” said he, “ that, notwithstanding the queen's 
ter’s talk : H » 
with proclamation to the contrary, you have enterprised to preach ? 
Saunders. Saunders denied not that he did preach; saying, that forsomuch 
18s an- . H . . 
swerto as he saw the perilous times now at hand, he did but according as 
Winches- he was admonished, and warned, by Ezekiel the prophet—exhort his 
flock and parishioners to persevere and stand steadfastly in the doc- 
trine which they had learned: saying also, that he was moved and 
pricked forward thereunto by the place of the apostle, wherein he was 
commanded rather to obey God than man; and moreover, that 
nothing more moved or stirred him thereunto, than his own con- 
science. 
Winches- — '  À goodly conscience surely,” said the bishop. “ This your con- 
ter. science could make our queen a bastard, or misbegotten: would it 
. mot, I pray you?” 
Saunders, Then said Saunders, “ We,” said he, “do not declare or say, that 
the queen is base, or misbegotten, neither go about any such matter. 
But for that, let them care whose writings are yet in the hands of 
men, witnessing the same, not without the great reproach and shame 
A privy of the author:” privily taunting the bishop himself, who had before 
Winches- (to get the favour of Henry the Eighth) written and set forth in print 
ter. a book of “ True Obedience,” wherein he had openly declared queen 
Mary to be a bastard. Now master Saunders, going forwards in his 
purpose, said, “ We do only profess and teach the sincerity and 
purity of the word; the which, albeit it be now forbidden us to 
preach with our mouths, yet notwithstanding, I do not doubt, but 
that our blood hereafter shall manifest the same." The bishop, 
being in this sort prettily nipped and touched, said, ** Carry away 
this frenzy-fool to prison."! Unto whom master Saunders answered, 
that he did give God thanks, which had given him at last a place of 
A notable Test and quietness, where he might pray for the bishop's conversion. 
example — Furthermore, he that did lie with him afterwards in prison, in the 
Lord same bed, reported that he heard him say, that even in the time of 
comfort- H . : . 
ing his his examination he was wonderfully comforted; insomuch as not only 
iia: in spirit, but also in body, he received a certain taste of that holy 
troubles. communion of saints, whilst a most pleasant refreshing did issue from 
(1) Note how Winchester confuteth Saunders. 
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every part and member of the body unto the seat and place of the afary. 
heart, and from thence did ebb and flow to and fro unto all the parts “A.D. 
again. 1555. 
This Saunders continued in prison a whole year and three months ; Saunders 
in all which space he sent divers letters to divers men: as one to in prison 
Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer; another to his wife, and also to tiec ™? 
others ; certifying them both of the public calamity of the time, and ™°”t»s. 
also of his private afflictions, and of sundry his conflicts with his 
adversaries—as, in writing to his friend, he speaketh of Weston 
conferring with him in prison, whereof ye shall hear anon (by the 
leave of the Lord), as followeth in the story. In the mean time the 
chancellor, after this little talk with master Saunders (as is aforesaid), 
sent him to the prison of the Marshalsea, etc. For the Caiaphas 
(Winchester, I mean) did nothing but bait him with some of his 
currish eloquence ; and so committed him to the prison of the Mar- 
shalsea, where he was kept prisoner one whole year and a quarter. 
But of his cause and estate, thou shalt now see what Laurence 
Saunders himself did write. 


A Parcel of a Letter of Laurence Saunders, sent to the Bishop of 
Winchester, as an Answer to certain things wherewith he had 
before charged him. 


Touching the cause of my imprisonment, I doubt whether I have broken any 
law or proclamation. In my doctrine I did not, forasmuch as at that time it 
was permitted by the proclamation to use, according to our consciences, such 
service as was then established. My doctrine was then eeable unto my 
conscience and the service then used. The act which I did! was such as, 
being indifferently weighed, sounded to no breaking of the proclamation,? or at 
the least no wilful breaking of it; forasmuch as 1 caused no bell to be rung, 
neither occupied I any place in the pulpit, after the order of sermons or lec- 
tures. But be it that I did break the proclamation, this long time of continu- 
ance in prison may be thought to be more than a sufficient punishment for 
such a fault. 

Touching the charging of me with my religion, I say with St. Paul:? “ This 
I confess, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of 
my forefathers, believing all things which are written in the law and the pro- 
phets, and have hope towards God,” etc. And herein study I to have always 4 good 
a clear conscience towards God and towards men: so that (God I call to witness) testimo- 
I have a conscience. And this my conscience is not grounded upon vain Brod con- 
fantasy, but upon the infallible verity of God's word, with the witnessing of his § 
chosen church agreeable unto the same. 

It is an easy thing for them which take Christ for their true pastor, and be 
the very sheep of his pasture, to discern the voice of their true Shepherd, from 
the voice of wolves, hirelings, and strangers: forasmuch as Christ saith, “ My 
sheep hear my voice.”* Yea, and thereby they shall have the gift to know the 
right voice of the true Shepherd, and so to follow him, and to avoid the con- 
wary, as he also saith: **'The sheep follow the shepherd, for they know his 
voice : a stranger they will not follow, but will fly from him; for they know not 
the voice of a stranger." Such inward inspiration doth the Holy Ghost put How the 
into the children of God ; being indeed taught of God, but otherwise unable to wolf is 
understand the true way of their salvation. And albeit that the wolf (as Christ known 
saith) cometh in sheep's clothing ; yet he saith, “ By their fruits ye shall know te is 


. A - . trueshep- 
them."5 For there be certain fruits whereby the wolf is bewrayed, notwith- herd. 


cience, 


(1) He meaneth public teaching of God's word in his own parish, called Allhallows, in Bread- 
street in the city of London. 
(2) He meaneth the proclamation, of which mention is made before: “ Satis peccavit, qui resis- 
tere non potuit." 
(3) Acts xxiv. (4) John x. (5) Matt. vii. 
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Marg. Standing that otherwise, in sundry sorts of devout holiness in outward show, he 
seemeth never so simple a sheep. 
A.D. That the Romish religion is ravening and wolfish, it is apparent in three 
1555. principal points :— 
Inconve- First, it robbeth God of his due and only honour. 
nience of Secondly, it taketh away the true comfort of conscience, in obscuring, or 
the Rom- rather burying, of Christ and his office of salvation. 
gion in Thirdly, it spoileth God of his true worship and service in spirit and truth, 
three appointed in Pis prescript commandments, and driveth men unto that incon- 
points. venience, against the which Christ, with the prophet Isaiah, doth speak sharply : 
* This people honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 
They worship me in vain, teaching the doctrine and precepts of men." And 
in another place: ** Ye cast aside the commandments of God, to maintain your 
own traditions.” 2 

Wherefore I,—in conscience weighing the Romish religion, and, by indifferent 
discussing thereof, finding the foundation unsteadfast, and the building there- 
upon but vain: and, on the other side, having my conscience framed after a 
right and uncorrupt religion, ratified and fully established by the word of God, 
and the consent of his true church, —I neither may, nor do intend, by God's 
gracious assistance, to be pulled one jot from the same; no, though an angel 
out of heaven should preach another gospel than that which I have received of 
the Lord. 

And although that for lack either of such deep knowledge and profound 
judgment, or of expedite uttering of that I do know and judge, as is required 
in an excellent clerk, I shall not be able sufficiently to answer, for the convincing 
of the gainsayer: yet nevertheless this my protestation shall be of me premised ; 
that, for the respect of the grounds and causes before considered, albeit I cannot 
“ explicita fide,"? as they call it, conceive all that is to be conceived, neither 
can discuss all that is to be discussed, nor can effectually express all that can 
be expressed, in the discourse of the doctrine of this most true religion, where- 
unto I am professed: yet do I bind myself, as by my humble simplicity, so by 
my “fidem implicitam ;"* that is, by faith in generality (as they call it), to 
wrap my belief in the credit of the same, that no authority of that Romish reli- 
gion repugnant thereunto, shall by any means remove me from the same, 
though it may hap that our adversaries will labour to beguile us with enticing 
words, and seek to svvil us through philosophy and deceitful vanity, after 

' the traditions of men, and after the ordinances of he world, and not after 
Christ, etc. 


And thus much of master Saunders's letter, so much as remained 
thereof. The residue, because it was rent away, I could not adjoin 
thereunto. Notwithstanding, by this already expressed, it is suffi- 
cient to understand, how good was the cause and state of this blessed 
child of God, being prisoner for Christ’s cause. For the defence 
whereof he wholly bestowed and resigned himself, in such sort, as he 
forbade his wife to sue for his delivery; and, when others of his friends 
had by suit almost obtained it, he discouraged them, so that they did 
not rollow their suit, as by his letter following may appear. 


A Letter of Master Saunders, to his Wife. 


Grace, mercy, and peace in Christ our Lord :—Entirely beloved wife, even 
as unto mine own soul and body, so do I daily in my hearty prayer wish unto 
you; for I do daily, twice at the least, in this sort remember you. And I do 
not doubt, dear wife, but that both I and you, as we be written in the book of 
life, so we shall together enjoy the same everlastingly, through the grace and 
mercy of God our dear Father, in his Son our Christ. And for. this present 


(1) Matt. xv. (2) Matt. xxv. 

(3) ** Explicita fides," is when a man hath to answer to every point of his faith by sufficient 
ground and Jearning. . 

(4) “ Implicita fides," is when a man without instruction in himself, groundeth only upon the 
faith of the church, not able to render any reason of that which he believeth. 
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life, let us wholly appoint ourselves to the will of our good God, to glorify him — ary. 
either by life or by death; and even that same merciful Lord make us worthy — 
to honour him either way as pleaseth him! Amen. “ A.D. 

I am merry, I thank my God and my Christ, in whom and through whom I _1555. 
shall, I know, be able to fight a good fight, and finish a good course, and then 
receive the crown which is laid up in store for me,' and all the true soldiers of 
Christ. Wherefore, wife, let us, in the name of our God, fight lustily to over- 
come the flesh, the devil, and the world. What our harness and weapons be 
in this kind of fight, look in Ephesians vi.; and pray, pray, pray. I would 
that you make no suit for me in any wise. Thank you know whom, for her saunders 
most sweet and comfortable putting me in remembrance of my journey whither would 
Iam passing. God send us all good speed, and a joyful meeting. I have too have no 
few such friends to further me in that journey, which is indeed the greatest for him. 
friendship. The blessing of God be with you all, Amen. 

A prisoner in the Lord, 
Laurence Saunders. 


This his constancy is sufficiently commended and declared by his Anti- 


valiant buckling with two mighty enemies, Antichrist and death. gustan’ 


To neither of these did he give place; but, by suffering their malice, enemies. 
got the victory over them both. One of the conflicts which he had 

with Antichrist and his members, I have gathered out of a letter of 

his own handwriting. It was with Dr. Weston, a man, whom though 

I should praise, yet would all good and godly men worthily dispraise. 

Of this the said Laurence Saunders thus writeth in a letter which he 

sent to one of his friends, who wrote to him to know what Dr. Weston 

did at the Marshalsea : whereunto he thus answereth. 


Part of a Letter of Master Saunders to a Friend. 


Master Weston came to confer with master Grimoald.? What he hath con- 
cluded with him I know not: I wish it may be to God's glory, Amen, Amen. 
Master Weston of his gentleness visited me, and offered me friendship in his 
worldly wily sort, etc, I had not so much good manners, as to take it at his 
hand; for I said, that I was well enough, and ready cheerfully to abide the 
extremity, to keep thereby a good conscience. ‘ Ye be asleep in sin,” said he. 
* I would awake,” quoth I, “ and do not forget ‘ Vigilate et orate,’ i.e. ‘ Watch 
and pray.'" “What church was there, thirty years past?" ‘ What church 
was there," quoth I, * in Elias’s time?” “Joan of Kent,” said he, “was of 
your church." “No,” quoth I; “we did condemn her as a heretic.” 

* Who was of your church," said he, “ thirty years past?” “Such,” quoth 
I, “as the Romish Antichrist, and his rabble, have reputed and condemned as 
heretics.” “ Wickliff,” said he, “Thorpe, Oldcastle,” etc. “Yea,” quoth I, 
* with many more, as stories do tell.” 

“The bishop of Rome hath,” said he, “long time played a part in your 
railing sermons: but, now, be ye sure, he must play another manner of part.” 
* The more pity,” quoth I, ‘and yet some comfort it is to see how that the best 
learned, wisest, and holiest of you all, have heretofore had him to play a part 
likewise in your sermons and writings ;? though now, to please the world, you 
do turn with the weathercock.” “Did you ever,” said he, “ hear me preach 
against the bishop of Rome?” “ No,” quoth I, “ for I never heard you preach. 
But I trow you have been no wiser than others,” etc.—with more about the 
sacrament, Pray, pray. God keep your family, and bless it. 


What a blessed taste this good man had of God’s holy Spirit, by 
divers and sundry his letters may right well appear to him that is 
(1) 1 Tim. iv, 


(2) Thig Dr. Weston and master Grimoald died both about the coronation of queen Elizabeth. 
(3) Winchester's book ** De vera Obedientia.” 
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disposed to peruse the same: whereof certain we have here thought 
good, the Lord willing, to express; first beginning with that which 
he wrote out of the Marshalses to Drs. Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, 
*the very prophet of England, then being* prisoners for the like 
cause of Ohrist in Oxford. 


To the Archbishop Cranmer, Bishop Ridley, and Master Latimer, 
being imprisoned in Oxford. 


In my most humble wise I salute you, most reverend fathers in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.—Immortal thanks and everlasting praises be given unto that our 
Father of mercies, “‘which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheri- 
tance of saints in light; which hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his beloved Son; by wbom we 
have redemption through his blood,"! etc. O most happy estate! that, in an 
unspeakable wise, our life is hid with Christ in God : but whensoever Christ, 
which is our life, shall show himself, then shall we also appear with him in 
glory.* In the mean season as our sight is but in a glass,’ even in a dark speak- 
ing, so we walk in faith, not after outward appearance : the which faith, although, 
for want of outward appearance, reason reputeth but as vain, yet the chosen of 
God do know the effect thereof to bring a more substantial state and lively 
fruition of very felicity and perfect blessedness than reason can reach, or senses 
conceive. Bythis faith we have in our possession all good things, yea even them 
* which the eye hath not seen, and the ear hath not heard, neither hath entered 
the heart of man,"* etc. Then if hereby we do enjoy all good things, it fol- 
loweth that we must needs possess, have and enjoy you, most reverend fathers, 
who be no small part of our joy, and good things given us of God. 

We, heretofore, have had the fruition of you by bodily presence to our inexpli- 
cable benefit; praised be that our most gracious God there-for! And nowin spirit 
we have the experience of unspeakable comfort by your reverend fatherhoods ; 
for that in this so glorious sort ye become a town set upon a hill, a candle upon 
a candlestick,’ a spectacle unto the world, both to the angels and unto men. So 
that, as we to our great comfort do feel, you also may assuredly say, with St. Paul,* 
that the things which happen unto us, do chance unto the great furtherance of 
the gospel; so that our bonds in Christ are manifest,’ not only throughout ail 
the judgment hall, but in all whole Europe ; insomuch that many of the brethren 
in the Lord, being encouraged through our bonds, dare more boldly speak the 
word without fear. And herein as you have with St. Paul greatly to rejoice, so 
we rejoice with you, and we do indeed, with you, give thanks for this excellent 
worthy favour of our God towards you, that Christ is thus magnified in you; 
yea, and hereafter shall be magnified in your bodies, whether it be through life 
or death:® of which thing truly we are assured in our prayers for you, and 
ministering of the Spirit. And although, for your own parts, Christ is unto you 
in life and death advantage, and that your desire is (as indeed it were better for 
you) to be loosed and to be with Christ,® yet, for the church of Christ, were it 
much more necessary, that ye should abide in the flesh. Yea, that merciful 
God, even for his Christ’s sake, grant that ye may abide and continue for the 
furtherance of the church, and rejoicing of faith, that the rejoicing thereof may 
be the more abundant, through Christ, by your restoring! Amen, Amen. 

But if it seem better otherwise, unto the Divine wisdom, that by speedy death 
he hath appointed you to glorify him, the Lord's will be done. Yea, even as 
we do rejoice both on your behalfs, and also on our own, that God is magnified 
by life, and should be more abundantly glad for the continuance thereof; so we 
shall no less rejoice to have the same wrought by death. We shall give thanks 
for this honour given unto you, rejoicing that ye are accounted worthy to suffer 
for the name of Christ, and that “it is given to you of God, not only that ye 
should believe in him, but also that ye should suffer for his sake." And herein 
we shall have to rejoice in the behalf of the church of Christ, whose faith may 
be the faster fixed upon God's verity, being confirmed with three such worthy 
witnesses, O thanks be to God for this his unspeakable gift! 

And now, most reverend fathers, that you may understand the truth of us 


(1) Col. i. (2) Col. iii. (3) 1 Cor. xiii. (4) 1 Cor. ii. (5) Matt. v. 
(6) 2 Cor. iv. (7) Phil. i. (8) Phil ii. (9) Phil, i. 


ANOTHER LETTER ADDRESSED TO HIS WIFE. 


and our estate, how we stand in the Lord, I do assure your reverences, partly 
by that I perceive by such of our brethren as be here in bonds with me, partly 
by that I hear of them which be in other places, and partly by that inward 
experience, which I, most unworthy, have of God's good comfort (more abun- 
dance whereof I know there is in others), you may be assured, I say, by God's 
grace, that you shall not be frustrate of your hope of our constant continuance 
in the cheerful confession of God's everlasting verity. For even as we have 
received the word of truth, even the gospel of our salvation, wherein we, 
believing, are sealed with the holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of 
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our inheritance,! (the which Spirit certifieth our spirit, that we are the children The con- 


of God, and therefore God hath sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, cryin 


stant 
? mind of a 


“Abba,” “ Father,"?) : so, after such portion as God measureth unto us, we, with christian 
the whole church of Christ, and with you reverend fathers, receiving the same soldier, 


Spirit of faith, according as it is written; “I believed, and therefore I have 
spoken ;”3 we also believe, and therefore speak. For the which we, in this 
dangerous bondage and other afflictions, having even such a fight as we have 
seen in you, and have heard of you, are in no wise afraid of our adversaries.* 

And forasmuch as we have such an office, even as God hath had mercy on 
us, we go not out of kind, but even with you, after our little power, we labour 
to maintain the faith of the gospel, knowing most certainly, that though ** we 
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of this power might be 
God's, and not ours ;"5 yet shall we not be dashed in pieces, for the Lord will 
put his hand under us. When “we are troubled on every side, yet are we not 
without shift;" when “we are in poverty, we are not utterly without some- 
thing:" when “we suffer persecution, we are not forsaken therein :” when 
* we are cast down, yet we shall not perish:”6 but to communicate with our 
sweet Saviour Christ in bearing the cross, it is appointed unto us, that even with 
him also we shall be glorified: For it is a true saying, “If we be dead with him, 
we shall also live with him: if we be patient, we shall also reign with him: if 
we deny him, he shall also deny us."7 Wherefore we be of good cheer, “ always 
bearing about in our body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus 
might appear also in our body. For we know, that he which raised up the 
Lord Jesus, shall raise up us also by the means of Jesus, and shall join us to 
himself together with you. Wherefore we are not wearied; but though our 
outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our tri- 
bulation, which is momentary and light, prepareth an exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory unto us, while we look not on the things which are seen, but on 
the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen, are temporal ;, 
but the things which are not seen, are eternal.® 

We testify unto you, reverend fathers, that we draw these matters with joy 
out of the wells of the Saviour. And I trust we shall continually, with you, 
bless the Lord, and give thanks unto the Lord out of the wells of Israel? We 
trust to be merry together at that great supper of the Lamb, whose spouse we 
are by faith, and there to sing that song of everlasting Hallelujah, Amen. Yea, 
come Lord Jesus! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 


Another letter written to his wife, wherein is to be seen how this 
worthy warrior prepared himself even as it were against himself," to 
the appointed fight, and to keep his standing in Christ's camp. 


A Letter of Laurence Saunders to his Wife. 


Grace and comfort in Christ Jesus, our only comfort in all extreme assaults 
Amen. 

Fain would this flesh make strange of that which the spirit doth embrace. 
O Lord! how loth is this loitering Sluggard to pass forth in God's path! It 
phantasieth forsooth much fear of fray-bugs : and were it not for the force of faith 


(1) Ephes. i. (2) Rom. viii. (3) Gal. iv.; 1 Cor. iv.; Ps. cxvi. (4) Phil. i. 
(5) 2 Cor. iv. (6) Ibid. (7) 2 Tim. ii. (8) 2 Cor. iv. 
(9) Isaiah xii. (10) See Edit. 1563, p. 1043. 


622 


Mary. 


A.D. 
1555. 


God's 
promise 
firm and 
sure. 


Trust up- 
on God's 
promise. 


Saun- 
ders's 
godly be- 
quest to 
his wife. 


THE STORY OF LAURENCE SAUNDERS, MARTYR. 


which pulleth it forward by the rein of God's most sweet promise, and of hope 
which pricketh on behind, great adventure there were of fainting by the way. 
But blessed, and everlastingly blessed, be that heavenly Father of ours, who, in 
his Christ, our sufficient Saviour, hath vouchsafed so to shine in our hearts, that 
he giveth us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ: and having this treasure in our earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
the power might be God's and not ours, “ we are (according to his good will): 
troubled on every side, yet are we not without shift; we are in poverty, but yet 
not without that is sufficient; we suffer persecution, but are not forsaken 
therein; we are cast down, nevertheless we perish not; we bear in the body 
the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus might also appear in our body.”? 
Wherefore, by the grace of our Christ, we shall not be wearied, neither be dis- 
mayed by this our probation through the fire of affliction, as though some 
strange thing had happened unto us: but by his power we shall rejoice, inas- 


much as we are partakers of Christ's passion, that when he doth appear, we may 


be merry and glad, knowing that “ our tribulation, which is momentary and 
light, prepareth an exceeding and an eternal weight of glory unto us, while we 
look not on the things which are seen, but on the things which are not seen." 3 
“They that sow in tears, shall reap in joy." “For he that goeth on his way 
weeping, and scattering his good seed, shall doubtless come again with joy, and 
bring his whole sheaves with him.”* Then, then, shall the Lord wipe awa 
all tears from our eyes. Then, then, shall be brought to pass that saying whic 
is written, “ Death is swallowed up in victory. Death, where is thy sting? 
Hell, where is thy victory? Yea, thanks be to God, which hath given us vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen." 5 

In the mean season it remaineth for us to follow St. Peter's bidding : “ Let 
them,” saith he, * that are troubled according to the will of God, commit their 
souls to him with well doing, as a faithful Creator and Maker.”® He is our 
Maker; we are his handiwork and creatures, whom now, when he hath made, 
he doth not leave and forsake, as the shipwright doth the ship; leaving it at all 
adventures to be tossed in the tempest; but he comforteth us his creatures. 
And in him we live, move, and have our being." Yea, not only that, but now 
that he hath in his dear Christ repaired us, being before utterly decayed, and 
redeemed us, purging us unto himself as a peculiar people by the blood of his 
Son, he hath put on a most tender goodwill and fatherly affection towards us, 
never to forget us: unto whom by such promises he hath plighted such faith, 
that though it were possible that the mother could forget lier infant, and not be 


-tender-hearted to the child of her womb, yet may not it be, that his faithful 


believers should be forgotten of him.? He biddeth us to cast our care on him, 
and saith, that assuredly he careth for us? And what though for a season he 
doth suffer us to be turmoiled in the troublous tempests of temptation, and 
seemeth, as in much anger, to have given us over and forgotten us? Let not 
us, for all that, leave off to put our trust in him; but let us with godly Job con- 
clude in ourselves and say, “ Even though he kill me, yet will I put my trust in 
him."!! Let us, with the blessed Abraham, in hope, even contrary to hope, by 
belief lean unto that our loving Lord, who, though for our probation he suffereth 
us to be afflicted, yet “ will he not be always chiding, neither keepeth he his 
anger for ever: for he knoweth whereof we be made; he remembereth that we 
are but dust."!! Wherefore, look how high the heaven is in comparison of the 
earth: so great is his mercy towards them which fear him. Look how wide the 
east is from the west: so far hath he set our sins from us. Yea, like as a father 
pitieth his own children, even so is the Lord merciful unto them that fear him.” 
Oh! what great cause of rejoicing have we in our most gracious God. We 
cannot but burst forth in the praising of such a bountiful benefactor, and say 
with the same Psalmist, “ Praise the Lord, O my soul! and all that is within 
ne praise his holy name. Praise the Lord, O my soul! and forget not all his 
benefits." 

Dear wife, riches I have none to leave behind me, wherewith to endow you 
after the worldly manner: but that treasure of tasting how sweet Christ is unto 
hungry consciences (whereof, I thank my Christ, I do feel part, and would feel 
more), that I bequeath unto you, and to the rest of my beloved in Christ, to 


(1) 2 Cor, iv. (2) Ibid. (3) Ibid. (4) Psalm exxvi. (5)1Cor.xv.  (6)1 Pet. iv, . 
(7) Acts xvii, — (8) I Pet. ix, (9) Isa. xlix. (10) Job xiii. (11) Psalm ciii, 
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retain the same in sense of heart always. Pray, pray. I am merry, and I Mary, 
trust I shall be merry, maugre the teeth of all the devils in hell. 1 utterly AD 
refuse myself, and resign myself unto my Christ, in whom I know I shall be 1555 
strong, as he seeth needful. Pray, pray, pray! 55 


Laurence Saunders 


*He! wrote many other letters, full of godly instruction and con- Experi. 


solation, which cannot all in such large sort be added, as I have done tne com- 


these; therefore thou shalt now, good reader, be content with some Grit. 


such short things as are gathered out of his writings. Being in pri- prison. 
son he was, to his fellow-prisoners, a profitable prisoner, to whom, as 

he faithfully disposed the bread of life, so left he record thereof in 

this English metre following. 


Laurence Saunders to his Fellow-Prisoners in the Prison of the 
Marshalsea. 


The grace of God declared is, in Christ, his Son most dear, 
And teacheth us, in holiness, to live in his true fear; 
Whoso then, in that heavenly birth, a child is rightly born, 
His Father’s will he followeth, and thereunto is sworn. 


Children, of love, their father’s will do lovingly embrace ; 
Servants, of fear, their master’s will to do, do somewhat pass : 

To children and to servants, both, the rod doth off time reach; 
The children and the servants, both, the rod doth penance teach. 


All ye, therefore, which in this place in strait bondage now be, 
Be servants unto righteousness, from sin be loose and free; 
Be mindful of all duty, due unto the Lord above, 
Be thankful for his benefits, the pledges of his love. 
Consider with yourselves, I say, to sanctify the Lord, 
In every place, and that alway, by thought, deed, and by word. 
. Laurence Saunders. 


Of the Communion of Saints, the true taste whereof he learned 
and felt even in prison, thus he wrote in a letter which he sent to a 
gentlewoman ; 


[A Letter of Laurence Saunders on the Communion of Saints.] 


Herein [speaking of such friendship as she shewed unto him] do I take occa- 
sion of much rejoicing in our gracious God and beavenly Father; who, as he hath 
in his unmeasurable mercies:by faith handfasted us his chosen children unto his 
dear Son our Christ, as the spiritual espouses of such an heavenly husband, so he 
linketh us by love one to another; being by that bond compact together, with 
such charitable readiness to do good one to another, that, first, to the glory of God 
and his Christ; then, to our own joying in the testimony of a good conscience ; 
last of all, to the stopping of the mouths and confounding of our adveraaries, 
we bear that badge, as the right espouse of Christ, which he himself noteth in 
this saying, “ Herein shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one 
another.'? Then, further, by this bond of mutual love is set forth the fatherly 
providence of God towards us his children; that, though it be he that careth 
for us, in whom we live, move, and be,’ who feedeth all flesh with bodily suste- 
nance, yet hath he appointed us, in these present necessities, to stand in his 
stead one unto another; wherein is not only set forth our dignity, but also that 
unspeakable accord and unity among us, the many members in this mystical 
body. And though that, either for lack of ability, or else for distance of place, 
power, and opportunity of present helping one another by bodily presence do 

(1) The English metre, and the portions of three letters following, are from the Edition of 1563, 


pp. 1044 and 1045..—Ep. 
(2) John xiii. (3) Acts xvii. 
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Mary. fail, yet wonderful is the working of God'schildren through the Spirit of prayer, 


as whereby they fetch all heavenly influence from Christ their celestial head, by 


-32+ his Spirit to be measured severally as may serve to the maintenance of the whole 
1555. body, Thus doth our faithful prayer one for another, scatter God's bountiful 


blessings, both ghostly and bodily, when ordinary ability lacketh, and the arm 
cannot reach such God’s riches, etc. 


In another Letter thus he writeth of true Taste of God’s Love by 
Faith; with the Fruits thereof. 


The love of our most gracious God and heavenly Father, bestowed upon us 
in the merits of his Christ our Saviour, who may by conceit of mind compre- 
hend? passing indeed all understanding! Much less can the same by any 
means be expressly uttered. And, as such heavenly blessings which by faith 
we fetch from above, be inexplicable, so, hard it is to utter (when the faithful 
are set on fire by love) their readiness to reach forth by charity, to scatter and 
give, as by faith they have received. But, alas, * we carry this treasure in 
earthly vessels"! Many times faith is feeble, and love loseth her fervour: 

ray we, therefore, “ Lord, increase our faith," and love forthwith will be on 

re. And immortalthanks be given unto our God, who, in our Christ, hath 
bestowed upon us the first fruits of his Spirit, which crieth in our hearts, * Abba," 
* Father."3 And, as St. Paul saith, * Seeing we have the same Spirit of faith, 
according as it is written, I believed and therefore have I spoken, we also 
believe and therefore we speak ;"* yea, God knoweth, this Spirit putteth us in 
mind to speak, but in attempting thereof we are driven to say with Moses, 
* O Lord! I am slow-mouthed ;"* and with Jeremiah, “O Lord! I cannot 
speak," 5 etc. 


In this letter he doth, with most tender affection, commend his 
wife and child to the christian care of that same his dear friend to 
whom he did write; which doth declare, that, as he had learned to 
forsake both wife, child, and life, for Christ's sake, so did he therewith 
retain that godly care over them which becometh a true Christian. 

"This affection is most lively set forth in another letter, which he 
did write to his wife; in which (after he had admonished her that 
she should not resort much to the prison where he was, for danger 
of trouble that might ensue), he saith : 


Laurence Saunders to his Wife. 


You shall, I think, shortly come far enough into danger, by keeping of faith 
and a good conscience; which, dear wife, I trust you do not slack to make 
reckoning and account upon, by exercising your inward man in the meditation 
of God’s most holy word, which is the sustenance of the soul; and also by 
going yourself to humble prayer: for these two things be the very means by 
which the members of Christ are made daily more meet to inherit his kingdom. 
Wherefore do this, dear wife, in earnest, without leaving off, and so shall we 
two, with our Christ and all his chosen children, enjoy the merry world in that 
everlasting immortality ; whereas, here, will nothing else be found but extreme 
misery, even of. them which most greedily seek this worldly wealth ; and so, if 
we two continue God's children grafted into our Christ, the same God's blessing 
which we receive shall also settle upon our Samuel. Though we do shortly 
depart hence, and leave the poor infant (as it seemeth) at all adventures, yet 
shall he have our gracious God to be his God: for so hath He said which 
cannot lie, “ I will be thy God and the God of thy seed." Yea, if you being 
called of God to do his will, either to die for the confession of Christ, either to 
do any work of obedience, should be compelled to leave him in the wild 
wilderness, destitute of all help, that God which heard the cry of that poor little 
infant of Hagar, Sarah's handmaid, and did succour it, will do the like to this 


(1) 2 Cor. iv. 7. (2) Rom. yiii. 5. (3) 2 Cor. iv. 13. 
(4) Exodus iv. 10. (5) Jer. 1. 6. 
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our child, and to the child of any other which feareth God and putteth his Mary. 
trust in him. If we lack faith to believe this (as many times we do indeed), 
let us call for it, and we shall have both the increase of it, and of any other A.D. 
good grace needful for us. Be merry in God, dear wife, for I am very merry. 1555. 
Oh Lord! what great cause have we of rejoicing, when we think upon that 
kingdom which God vouchsafeth, for his Christ’s sake, freely to give unto us, 
forsaking ourselves and following him. Dear wife, this is truly to follow him, 
even to “ take up our cross and follow him.” Then, as we suffer with him, so 
shall we reign with him everlastingly. Amen; shortly, shortly, etc. 


To the commendation of a true fatherly affection doth this also 
make not a little.* 

As the said master Saunders was in prison, strait charge was Saun- 

given to the keeper that no person should speak with him. His wife write not 
yet came to the prison gate with her young child in her arms, to visit sro 
her husband. The keeper, though for his charge he durst not suffer with him 
her to come into the prison, yet did he take the little babe out of ^" 
her arms, and brought him unto his father. Laurence Saunders 
seeing him, rejoiced greatly, saying, that he rejoiced more to have 
such a boy, than he should if two thousand pounds were given him. 
And unto the standers-by, which praised the goodliness of the child, 
he said, “ What man, fearing God, would not lose this life present, 
rather than by prolonging it here, he should adjudge this boy to be 
a bastard, his wife a whore, and himself a whoremonger? Yea, if 
there were no other cause, for which a man of my estate should lose 
his life, yet who would not give it, to*advow*this child to be legiti- 
mate, and his marriage to be lawful and holy ?” 

I do, good reader, recite this saying, not only to let thee see what 
be thought of priests’ marriage ; but chiefly to let all married couples 
and parents learn to bear in their bosom true affections—natural, 
but yet seasoned with the true salt of the Spirit—unfeignedly and 
thoroughly mortified to do the natural works and offices of married 
couples and parents, so long as with their doing they may keep Christ 
with a free confessing faith in a conscience unsoiled. Otherwise, both 
they and their own lives are so to be forsaken, as Christ required 
them to be denied, and given in his cause. 

And now to come to the examination of this good man: after Saunders 
that the bishops had kept him one whole year and a quarter in tj exami. 
prison, at length they called him, as they did the rest of his fellows, "tiov. 
openly to be examined. Of the which his first examination the 
effect and purport thus followeth. 


The First Examination of Laurence Saunders. 


Praised be our gracious God who preserveth his from evil, and doth give 
them grace to avoid all such offences as might hinder his honour, or hurt his 
church, Amen. 

Being convented before the queen's most honourable council, sundry 
bishops being present, the lord chancellor began to speak in such form as 
followeth : 


Lord Chancellor :-—* It is not unknown, that you have been a prisoner for 
such abominable heresies and false doctrine as hath been sown by you; and 
now it is thought good that mercy be showed to such as seek for it. Wherefore 
if now you will show yourself conformable, and come home again, mercy is 
ready. We must say, that we have fallen in manner all; but now we be risen 
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Mary. again, and returned to the catholic church: you must rise with us, and come 
home unto it.—Give us forthwith a direct answer." 

A.D. Saunders :— My lord, and my lords all, may it please your honours to give 
1555. me leave to answer with deliberation." 

L. Chan.:—-* Leave off your painting and pride of speech: for such is the 
fashion of you all, to please yourselves in your glorious words. Answer yea, 
or nay." 

Saunders Saunders :—'* My lord, it is no time for me now to paint: and as for pride, 

standeth there is no great cause why it should be in me. My learning, I confess, to be 

Mu his but small; and as for riches or worldly wealth I have none at all. Notwith- 

science. standing, it standeth me in hand to answer to your demand circumspectly, 
considering that one of these two extreme perils is like to fall upon me: the 
losing of a good conscience, or the losing of this my body and life. And I tell 
you truth, I love both life and liberty, if I could enjoy them without the hurt 
of my conscience.” 

L. Chan. :— Conscience! You have none at all, but pride and arrogancy, 
dividing’ yourselves by singularity from the church.” 

Con- Saunders :— The Lord is the knower of all men’s consciences. And whereas 
science your lordship layeth to my charge this dividing myself from the church? (as you 
ought to do mean, and is now among you concluded upon, and I do understand), 1 do 
stand assure you, that I live in the faith wherein I have been brought up since I was 
things fourteen years old: being taught that the power of the bishop of Rome is but 
uncer- usurped, with many other abuses springing thereof. Yea, this I have received 
tain. even at your hands that are here present, as a thing agreed upon by the catholic 
church and public authority.” 

L. Chan. :—'* Yea marry; but, I pray you, have you received by consent 
and authority 3 all your heresies of the blessed sacrament of the altar?” 

Saunders :-—“ My lord, it is less offence to cut off an arm, hand, or joint of 
a man, than to cut off the head: for the man may live, though he do lack an 
arm, hand, or joint; and so he cannot without his head. But you, all the 
whole sort of you, have agreed to cut off the supremacy of the bishop of Rome, 
whom now you will have to be the head of your church again.” 

Bishop of London :—'* And if it like your lordship, I have his hand against 
the blessed sacrament. How say you to that?” 

Saunders :—“ What I have written, that I have written; and further I will 
not accuse myself. Nothing have you to burden me withal, for breaking of 
your laws since they were in force." 

L. Chan. :— Well, you be obstinate, and refuse liberty." 

Alawfal Saunders :—'* My lord, I may not buy liberty at such a price: but I be- 

request, seech your honours to be means to the queen's majesty for such a pardon for 

UCM not US, that we may live and keep our consciences unclogged, and we shall live as 

be heard. most obedient subjects. Otherwise, I must say for myself, that by God's grace 
I will abide the most extremity that man may do against me, rather than to 
do against my conscience." 

L. Chan. :—“ Ah sirrah! you will live as you list. The Donatists* did 
desire to live in singularity; but indeed they were not meet to live on earth.— 
No more be you, and that shall you understand within these seven days; and 
therefore away with him!” 

Saunders :—* Welcome be it, whatsoever the will of God shall be, either life 
or death. And I tell you truly, I have learned to die. But I exhort you to 
beware of shedding of innocent blood. Truly it will cry. The Spirit of God 
rest upon all your honours! Amen."— This is the sum and form of my first 
examination. Pray, etc. 


This examination being ended, the officers led him out of the 
place, and so stayed until the rest of his fellows were likewise 
handled, that they might have them altogether to prison. Laurence 


(1) Of this dividing speaketh St. Paul, 2 Cor. vi., and Jeremiah, chap. i. 

(2) “ Come out and divide yourselves from them," &c. . 

(3) Time and authority be things of themselves always uncertain: ergo, conscience ought never 
to stand upon time and authority. “Si non insanit satis sua sponte, instigat.” 

(4) To live as the Scripture leadeth us, is not to live as we list. The papists desire the pope, 
the protestants Christ only, to be their head. Now, which of these two be most like the 

onatists ? i 
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Saunders, standing among the officers, seeing there a great multitude Mary. 
of people, opened his mouth and spake freely, warning them all of 4 p, 
that, which, by their falling from Christ to Antichrist, they did de- 1555. 
serve; and therefore exhorting them by repentance to rise again, and Sua. 
to embrace Christ with stronger faith, to confess him to the end, in freely. 
the defiance of Antichrist, sin, death, and the devil: so should they Gus. 
retain the Lord's favour and blessing. 

The copies of his other examination and excommunication came to The se- 
the hands of such as do keep them still in secret: but in them, as he cond ex- 
defended Christ's cause stoutly, so warned he the pharisaical bishops ber lack- 
and papists of their hypocrisy and tyranny freely, and cleared himself 
of their unjust quarrellings truly. After he was excommunicate and Saunders 
delivered to the secular power, he was brought by the sheriff of Lon- tote 
don to the prison called the Compter, in his own parish in Bread- Sur" 
street; whereat he rejoiced greatly, both because he found there a 
fellow-prisoner, master Cardmaker, with whom he had christian and 
comfortable conference, and also because out of prison, as before out 
of a pulpit, he might preach to his parishioners ; as by his letter 
hereafter shall be declared. 


The 4th day of February, the bishop of London did come to the saunders 
prison, where he was, to disgrade him; which when he had done, b pun. 
Laurence Saunders said to him, “I thank God, I am none of your er 
church." 

The day following in the morning, the sheriff of London delivered Carredto 
him to certain of the queen's guard, which were appointed to carry ^^ 
him to the city of Coventry, there to be burned. The first night 
they came to St. Alban's, where master Grimoald (a man who had 
more store of good gifts than of great constancy) did speak with 
him. 

After master Saunders had given him a lesson meet for his lightness, 
he took a cup in his hand, and asked him if he would pledge him of that 
cup, of which he would begin to him. Grimoald, by his shrugging 
and shrinking showing what he was, said, “Of that cup which is in 
your hand, I will pledge you: but of that other which you mean, I 
will not promise you." “ Well,” said master Saunders, * my dear 
Lord Jesus Christ hath begun to me! of a more bitter cup than mine : 
shall be; and shall I not pledge my most sweet Saviour? Yes, I 
hope.” 

After they were eome to Coventry, the same night a poor shoe- A good 
maker, which was wont to serve him of shoes, came to him after this maker of 
manner, and said, “ O my good master! God strengthen and comfort Coventry. 
you.”  **Gra-mercies good shoemaker,” quoth master Saunders, 

“and I pray thee to pray for me; for I am the unmeetest man for 

this high office, that ever was appointed to it: but my gracious God Paride, 
and dear Father is able to make me strong enough.” That same common 
night he was put into the common gaol among other prisoners, where Coventry. 


gaol in 


(1) “ Begun to me” seems to be equivalent to “hath challenged.” Bishop Hall, in his Contem- 
plations (The two Sons of Zebedee}, writes, “O blessed Saviour, we pledge thee according to our 
weakness who hast begun to usin thy powerful sufferings ;” and Herbert has '* My flesh began unio 
my soul,” page 94. Lond. 1824. See also Hanmer's Translation of Evagrius, book i.cap.ll. Bishop 
Reynolds, in his “ Meditations on the Lord's Last Supper," (chap. 8.) furnishes another example 
of the same idiom; ‘ Because he himself did begin unto us in a more bitter cup.”— Ep. i 
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Mary. he slept little, but spent the night in prayer, and instructing of 
A.D. Others. 

1555. The next day, which was the 8th of February, he was led to the 
Saunders Place of execution in the park without the city, going in an old gown 
proveht and a shirt, bare-footed, and ofttimes fell flat on the ground, and 
place of prayed. When he was come nigh to the place, the officer ap- 
te. pointed to see the execution done, said to master Saunders, that 

he was one of them which marred the queen's realm,! with false doc- 
trine and heresy, “ wherefore thou hast deserved death," quoth he; 
“but yet, if thou wilt revoke thine heresies, the queen hath pardoned 
thee: if not, yonder fire is prepared for thee.” To whom master 
Saunders answered, “ It is not I, nor my fellow-preachers of God’s 
truth, that have hurt the queen’s realm, but it is yourself, and such as 
you are, which have always resisted God’s holy word; it is you which 
have and do mar the queen’s realm. I do hold no heresies ; but the 
doctrine of God, the blessed gospel of Christ, that hold I; that be- 
lieve I; that have I taught; and that will I never revoke.” With 
that, this tormentor cried, * Away with him.” And away from him 
went master Saunders with a merry courage towards the fire. He fell 
to the ground, and prayed: he rose up again, and took the stake to 
which he should be chained, in his arms, and kissed it, saying, “ Wel- 
come the cross of Christ! welcome everlasting life!” and being 
fastened to the stake, and fire put to him, full sweetly he slept in the 
Lord. 
Compari- And thus have ye the full history of Laurence Saunders, whom I 
son be- » 
tween may well compare to St. Laurence, or any other of the old martyrs of 
saurence Christ's church; both for the fervent zeal of the truth and gospel 
and 8t. Of Christ, and the most constant patience in his suffering, as also for 
“the cruel torments that he, in his patient body, did sustain in the 
flame of fire. For so his cruel enemies handled him, that they burned 
him with green wood, and other smothering, rather than burning fuel, 
which put him to much more pain, but that the grace and most plen- 
tiful consolation of Christ, who never forsaketh his servants, and gave 
strength to St. Laurence, gave also patience to this Laurence, above 
all that his torments could work against ; which well appeared by his 
quiet standing, and sweet sleeping in the fire, as is above declared. 
Strength And to the intent to give the reader to understand the better, 
in Chris, What the grace of Christ worketh in his servants; and again, how 
ter feeble and weak man is of himself without this grace given from 


not of 

srselves, above, though he seem otherwise never so stout in himself: here, 

ʻe git or therefore, have we added to the aforesaid story of Laurence Saunders, 

?* — the communication which in the beginning of his trouble was between 
him and Dr. Pendleton, by the example whereof, such as stand, may 
learn to understand to take heed with due fear, and not to brag; to 


lean to the grace of the Lord, and not to presume in themselves. 


A CERTAIN COMMUNICATION BETWEEN LAURENCE SAUNDERS 
AND DR. PENDLETON, IN THE BEGINNING OF QUEEN 
MARY'S TIME. 


At the change of religion in this realm, and the beginning of 
queen Mary's reign, Dr. Pendleton and master Saunders, men known 
(1) Ahab accuseth Elias for troubling Israel, 
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to the world, not only to be learned, but also earnest preachers of Mery. 
God's word in the time of blessed king Edward, met together in the 4. p. 
country, where, by occasion, they were at that time, and, as the case 1555. 
required (by reason of the persecution that was then at hand), fell to penaieton 
debate what was best for them to do in so dangerous a season. Paoi 
Whereupon master Saunders, whether through very frailty of his of the | 
weak flesh that was loth to taste the bitter cup, though his spirit were king 
ready thereunto; or whether it were upon the mistrust of his own Edwares 
strength, that he might receive the greater power from above; or 
whether it were not for any one of the said causes alone, but for both 
together, or such like; seemed so fearful and feeble spirited, that he saunders 
showed himself in appearance, like either to fall quite from God and his jenes 
word, which he had taught, or at least to betake him to his heels, and cause at 
to fly the land, rather than to stick to his profession, and abide by his — ' 
tackle: so as Dr. Pendleton (who on the contrary side appeared not 
so big of body, but as bold in courage; nor so earnest before in 
pulpit, but as ready now to seal the same with his blood) took upon 
him to comfort master Saunders all that he might ; admonishing him, 
as he could do it very well, not to forsake cowardly his flock when he 
had most need to defend them from the wolf; neither, having put 
his hand to God's plough, to start now aside and give it over ; nor yet 
(that is worst of all), having once forsaken Antichrist, to fall either 
himself, or suffer others, by his example, to return to their vomit again. 

After which and such like persuasions bidding him be of good ‘The stout 
comfort, and to take a good heart unto him, “ What, man!” quoth paths. 


Pendleton 
he, “ there is a great deal more cause in me to be afraid than in you ; at the be- 
, 8 you; 


forasmuch as you see, I carry a greater mass of flesh upon my back". 
than you do, and being so laden with a heavier lump of this vile car- 
case, ought therefore of nature to be more frail than you: and yet,” 
said he, “ I will see the uttermost drop of this grease of mine molten 
away, and the last gobbet of this pampered flesh consumed to ashes, 
before I will forsake God and his truth." Whereunto the other, 
answering but little, and wishing that Almighty God would give him 
more strength than he presently felt in himself, acknowledging his 
own weakness, consented notwithstanding, though it were somewhat 
faintly, to join with him in the profession of the gospel, and so to go 
up to London, and set forth the same: whereupon they gave each 
other their hands. 

Now when they were come to London, oh, what a great change Goa 
was there between these two persons! The poor, feeble, faint- MN 
hearted Saunders, by the goodness of Almighty God taking heart of where 
grace to him, seeking the same in humility, boldly and stoutly con- ness is. 
firmed his flock out of the pulpit, where his charge lay, mightily 
beating down Antichrist, and lustily preaching Christ his master ; for 
the which he afterward suffered most willingly, as is before declared. 
Whereas on the other side, Pendleton the proud (who, as it appeared Example 
by the sequel, had been more stout in words than constant in deeds, P?" fee 
and a greater bragger than a good warrior) followed Peter so justly in is of bim- 
cracks, howsoever he did in repentance (which God only knoweth), out 'the 
that he came not so soon to London but he changed his tippet, and EM 
played the ** apostata ;" preaching, instead of sound doctrine, nothing 
almost but errors and lies, advancing Antichrist, and overthrowing 
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poor Christ with all his mainy*: sohis former boldness came to nothing, 
unless it were a contrary key, becoming of a faithful pastor a false 
runagate, and of a true preacher a sworn enemy to God's everlasting 
testament ; to the great offence of his brethren, the hurt of his flock, 
and the utter undoing, without God's greater mercy, of his own soul. 
Wherein are specially to be considered the deep and marvellous 
judgments of God, who, as he can and doth make strong whom it 
pleaseth him, when he seeth his time, and most commonly such as 
appear most feeble ; even so, contrariwise, throweth he down others, 
seem they never so stout, stand they never so much in their own 
conceits. Wherefore, let him that standeth take heed he fall not ; 
and let us pray continually to Almighty God, though we have faith, 
that he will help and increase our faith, that in him it may be made 
strong, which of itself is so weak, that it is soon overthrown. 

This blessed man of God, enduring long time in prison, did not 
pass all this time in unfruitful idleness, but still, from time to time, 
did visit his friends (as is said), and especially his wife, with many 
letters full of godly instruction and consolation. All which letters it 
shall not be greatly needful here to insert ; partly, because they are 
to be found in “ The Book of Letters,” partly, because we intend 
also (if God will) to prosecute the same hereafter more at large. In 
the mean time it shall not be out of place here presently to comprehend 
certain of them, as in order followeth. 


A Letter sent to Master Ferrar Bishop of St. David’s, Doctor Taylor, 
Master Bradford, and Master Philpot. 


Grace, mercy, and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord, etc. Good fathers, and 
dear brethren, be thankful unto our most gracious God, which hath preserved 
us, and shall, I doubt not, from blaspheming his blessed name : yea, not only 
that, but also? “ Out of the mouths of very babes and sucklings, shall be set 
forth his praise.” They offer us, forsooth, our liberty and pardon, so that we 
will rise with them into that faith, which we with them were fallen from. Yea, 
or no, must be answered in haste. They will not admit any needful circum- 
stances, but all (as heretofore) most detestable and abominable. Rise with 
them we must unto the unity. A pardon, say I, of me must not so dearly 
be purchased. A pardon I desire, to live with an unclogged conscience. “The 
Donatists,” say they, “ sought for such singularity ; but they were not meet to 
live in a commonwealth—no more be you, as you shall shortly understand. 
Wherefore away with him.” (Yea the time was named—within this seven- 
night) “ There be twelve hours in the day.* Death shall be welcome,” said I, 
“ as being looked for long since: and yet do justice ye were best; for Abel's 
blood cried, ye wot what. The Spirit of God be upon you, and God save your 
honours.” Thus departed I from them. Pray, pray. Ah, ah! “ Puer sum, 
nescio loqui;” i. e. ** I am a child, I cannot speak.” My brother P. shall show 
you more herein. By him send me word what you have done. Fare ye well, 
and pray, pray. I would gladly meet with my good brother Bradford on the 
backside, about eleven of the clock. Before that time I cannot start out, we 
have such out-walkers ; but then will they be at dinner. 


Yours, as you know, 
Laurence Saunders. 


(1) See Appendix. Rom. xiii. 

(2) “ The Book of Letters of the Martyrs.” [This book was published by Miles Coverdale, in 
1564; it has also been reprinted. London, 1837.—E»p.] 

(3) “ Ex ore infantium et lactantium perficiet laudem," Psalm viii. 

(4) John xi. 
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A Letter which Laurence Saunders did write to his Wife, and others Mary. 
of the faithful Flock, after his Condemnation to the Fire; written “4 p, 
the last of January, a.p. 1555, out of the Compter in Bread- 1555. 
street. 


The grace of Christ, with the consolation of the Holy Ghost, to the keeping 
of faith and a good conscience, confirm and keep you for ever vessels to 
God’s glory. Amen. : 

Oh! what worthy thanks can be given to our gracious God for his unmea- 
surable mercies plentifuly poured upon us? And I, most unworthy wretch, 
cannot but pour forth at this present, even from the bottom of my heart, the 
bewailing of my great ingratitude and unkindness towards so gracious and good 
a God and loving Father. I beseech you all, as for my other many sins, so 
especially for that sin of my unthankfulness, crave pardon for me in your earnest 
prayers, commending me to God's great mercies in Christ. 

To number these mercies in particular, were to number the drops of water Theswee 
which are in the sea, the sands on the shore, the stars in the sky. O my dear comfort 
wife, and ye the rest of my friends, rejoice with me, I say, rejoice with thanks- ret 
giving, for this my present promotion, in that I am made worthy to magnify away the 
my God, not only in my life, by my slow mouth and uncircumcised lips, bearing fear of 
witness unto his truth, but also by my blood to seal the same, to the glory of from 
my God, and confirming of his true church: and as yet I testify unto you, that Saunders. 
the comfort of my sweet Christ doth drive from my fantasy the fear of death. 

But if my dear husband Christ doth, for my trial, leave me alone a little to 
myself, alas, I know in what case I shall be then: but if, for my proof, he do 

so, yet I am sure he will not be long or far from me. Though he stand behind 

the wall, and hide himself (as Solomon saith in his mystical ballet),! yet will he 

peep in by a creast to see how I do. He is a very tender-hearted Joseph. Joseph's 
Though he speak roughly to his brethren, and handle them hardly; yea, handling 
threaten grievous bondage to his best beloved brother Benjamin, yet can he not brethren 
contain himself from weeping with us and upon us, with falling on our necks, applied to 
and sweetly kissing us. Such, such a brother is our Christ unto us all. Where- Christ, 
fore hasten to go unto him, as Jacob did with his sons and family, leaving their Christ a 
country and acquaintance. Yea, this our Joseph hath obtained for us, that sweet 
Pharaoh the infidel shall minister unto us chariots, wherein at ease we may be brother 
carried, to come unto him ; as we have experience how our very adversaries do : 
help us unto our everlasting bliss by their speedy despatch, yea, and how all 

things have been helpings hereunto, blessed be our God! Be not afraid of 
fray-bugs? which lie in the way. Fear rather the everlasting fire: fear the 
serpent which hath that deadly sting, of which by bodily death they shall be 
brought to taste, which are not grafted in Christ, wanting faith and a good 
conscience; and so are not acquainted with Christ the killer of death. But oh, 

my dear wife and friends! we, we whom God hath delivered from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son, by putting 

off the old man, and by faith putting on the new, even our Lord Jesus Christ, 

his wisdom, holiness, righteousness, and redemption; we, I say, have to 
triumph against the terrible spiteful serpent the devil, sin, hell, death, and 
damnation. For Christ, our brazen serpent, hath pulled away the sting of this 
serpent so that now we may boldly, in beholding it spoiled of its sting, triumph; The sting 
and with our Christ, and all his elect, say, ** Death, where is thy sting? Hell, ked 
where is thy victory? Thanks be to God, who hath given (us) the victory, out. 
through our Lord Jesus Christ !”3 

Wherefore be merry, my dear wife, and all my dear fellow-heirs of the ever- 
lasting kingdom, always remember the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, continue in prayer ; and pray for us now appointed to the slaughter, 
that we may be unto our heavenly Father a fat offering, and an acceptable 
sacrifice, Í may hardly write to you: wherefore let these few words be a wit- 
ness of my commendations to you and all them which love us in the faith ; 
and namely, unto my flock,‘ among whom I am resident, by God's providence, 
but as a prisoner. 


(1) Cant. ii. (2) “ Fray-bug," or * fraybuggarde " (Ist Edition), an imaginary monster.—Ep. 

(3) 1 Cor. xv. 

(4) To this his flock, the parish of Allhallows in Bread-street, he wrote also a fruitful letter, 
exhorting and charging them to beware of the Romish religion, and constantly to stick to the 
truth which they had confessed. 


632 


Mary. 


A.D. 
1555. 


The true 
badge of 
Christ. 


Prayer 
distribut- 
eth God's 
blessings 
from one 
to an- 
other. 


THE STORY OF LAURENCE SAUNDERS, MARTYR. 


And although I am not so among them, as I have been, to preach to them 
out of a pulpit, yet doth God now preach unto them by me, by this my impri- 
sonment and captivity which now I suffer among them for Christ's gospel's 
sake; bidding them to beware of the Romish antichristian religion and king- 
dom; requiring and charging them to abide in the truth of Christ, which is 
shortly to be sealed with the blood of their pastor, who, though he be unworthy 
of such a ministry, yet Christ their high Pastor is to be regarded, whose truth 
hath been taught them by me, is witnessed by my chains, and shall be by my 
death, through the power of that high Pastor, *who!thus feedeth them by me. 
Give to mistress G. understanding of these my commendations, who will 1 
know salute all the rest in my name with'them.* 

Be not careful, good wife; cast your care upon the Lord, and commend me 
unto him in repentant prayer, as I do you and our Samuel; whom, even at the 
stake, I will offer as myself unto God. Fare ye well all in Christ, in hope to 
be joined with you in joy everlasting: this hope is put up in my bosom.— 
Amen, Amen, Amen! *Praised'be the Lord,* Pray, pray! 


Another Letter to Mrs. Lucy Harrington, a godly Gentlewoman, 
and friendly to him in his Troubles. 


Your most gentle commendations, whereof this messenger made remembrance 
unto me, was for two causes very comfortable: first, for that hereby I under- 
stood of the state of your health and bodily welfare, for the which I give thanks 
unto God, who grant the long continuance thereof to his honour and fatherly 
good will; whereunto I will daily say, Amen! And further, I was refreshed by 
the expressing of your mindful friendship towards me far unworthy thereof. 
Wherein I take occasion of much rejoicing in our so gracious a God and mer- 
ciful Father, who, as he hath in his immeasurable mercy, by faith, hand-fasted 
us his chosen children unto his dear Son our Christ, as the spiritual spouse of 
such a heavenly husband; so he linketh us by love one unto another, being by 
that bond compact together with charitable readiness to do good one to another: 
so that first to the glory of our God and his Christ, then to our own joining in 
the testimony of a good conscience, and, last of all, to the stopping of the mouths 
and confusion of our adversaries, we bear the badge, as the right spouse of our 
Christ, which he himself noted in this saying : “ Herein shall all men know that 
ye be my disciples, if ye love one another." Then further, by this bond of 
mutual love is set forth the fatherly providence of God towards us his children; 
that though it be he that careth for us—in whom we live, move, and be—who 
feedeth all flesh with bodily sustenance—yet hath he appointed us, in these pre- 
sent necessities, to stand in his stead one unto another. Wherein is not only set 
forth our dignity, but also that unspeakable accord and unity among us, the 
many members of his mystical body. And though that either for lack of 
ability, or else through distance of place, power and opportunity of helping one 
another do fail: yet wonderful is the working of God's children through the 
Spirit of prayer, as whereby they fetch all heavenly influence from Christ their 
celestial head by his Spirit, to be measured severally, as may serve to the main- 
tenance of the whole body.? 

Thus doth our faithful prayer, which we make one for another, distribute 
and scatter God’s bountiful blessings, both ghostly and bodily, when ordinary 
ability lacketh, and when the arm may not reach forth such God’s riches. 
According hereunto I well perceive and understand your readiness to do good 
unto all; and especially I have experience of your ready good-will towards me, 
in your hearty desire to stretch out your helping hand to relieve my lack : and 
of your help to be extended to me in the other spiritual sort, by your good 
prayer, I doubt not; as I also therein assure you of my help, being all that I may 
do, and yet the same not so much as I would do. 

My need concerning bodily necessaries is as yet furnished by God's provision, 
so that I am not driven to any extremity, wherefore to be burdenous to you, as 
your gentle benevolence provoketh me: the Lord reward you there-for! If 
God make me worthy to be his witness at this present, in giving this corruptible 
body to burn for the testimony of his truth, it is enough for me to say to you, 
that I have a poor wife and child, whom I love in the Lord, and whom I know, 
for my sake, you will tender when I am departed hence, etc. 


(1) From the Edition 1563.—Ep. (2) John xiii. (3) John xv. 
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Another Letter to Mistress Lucy Harrington. ems 


Grace and mercy, etc. It happeneth oftentimes that abundance of matter, A D. 
bringing with it much vehemency of friendly affection, maketh men dumb ; and ————7— 
even then chiefly, when there is most eager purpose of speaking, silence doth 
suppress, and causeth the party so affected imperfectly to express, that he goeth 
about to utter. Such impediment by much matter, mingled with fervency of 
affection, feel I sometimes in myself, letting the utterance, either by tongue or 
writing, of the abundance of the heart. The love of our most gracious God 
and heavenly Father, bestowed upon us in the merits of Christ our Saviour, 
who may, by conceit of mind, comprehend ? passing indeed all understanding ! 
much less may the same by any means be expressly uttered. And as such 
heavenly blessings, which by faith we fetch from above, be inexplicable, so is it 
hard to utter, when the faithful are set on fire by love, their readiness to reach 
forth and to give by charity, as by faith they have received. But (alas!) we 
carry this treasure in earthen vessels.! Many times faith is feeble, and then love Faith 
loseth her fervor. Pray we therefore, “ Lord increase our faith," and love many, 
forthwith will be on fire. And immortal thanks be given unto our God, who trjg ™ 
in our Christ hath bestowed upon us the first-fruits of his Spirit, who crieth in feeble. 
our hearts, “ Abba, Father.”? And (as St. Paul saith) “ Seeing we have the 
same Spirit of faith, according as it is written ; I believed, and therefore I have 
spoken: we also believe, and therefore we speak.” Yea, God knoweth, this 
Spirit putteth in us a mind to speak; but in attempting thereof we are driven 
with Moses to say, “O Lord! I am slow-mouthed, and of uncircumcised lips :”4 
and with Jeremiah, “ O Lord, I cannot speak.” $ 

Albeit that this infancy restraineth the opening of such abundance of heart 
in my tender christian duty to be declared towards you, yet I beseech you, let 
this be settled in your understanding; that, as St. Paul expresseth unto his 
Corinthians, that they were in his heart either to live or to die, with many 
other such sayings uttered unto them and the Galatians, expressing his vehe- 
ment affection towards them: so, in some part, I would be like affected towards 
all God’s children, and especially towards you whom I know in Christ, and to 
whom I will not say how much I am indebted. I thank you for your great 
friendship and tender good-will towards my wife: yea, that good gracious God 
recompense you, which may worthily with the more countervail? the same, and 
fulfil that which lacketh of thankful duty in us. And because of that which Saunders 
heretofore I have conceived of you, and of your more than natural love towards Ta. 
me and mine; I make myself thus bold to lay this burden upon you, even the the care 
care and charge of my said poor wife; I mean, to be unto her a mother and of his 
mistress, to rule and direct her by your disereet council. I know she conceiveth Mistress 
of you the same that I do, and is thankful unto God with me for such a friend; Harring- 
and therefore I beseech you even for Christ's sake, put never from you this f?n- 
friendly charge over her, whether I live longer, or shortly depart. But to 
charge you otherwise, thanks be to God, neither I, neither she, have any such 
extreme need: if we had, I would be as bold with you as with mine own 
mother. I beseech you give my hearty salutations unto master Fitz-Williams, 
and my good lady; with thanks also for my poor wife and child. The Lord 
recompense them! Laurence Saunders. 


Furthermore, as touching his fatherly care and affection to his 
wife and his little child, the same is lively set forth in another letter 
which he did write to his wife; wherein he admonished her that she 
would not resort much to the prison where he was, for danger of 
trouble that might ensue; the tenor of whose letter here followeth. 


Another Letter to his Wife, with a certain Remembrance to Master 
Harrington and Master Hurland. . 

Grace and comfort, etc.— Wife, you shall do best not to come often unto the 
grate where the porter may see you. Put not yourself in danger where it needs 

(1) 2 Cor. iv. (2) Rom. viii. (3) 2 Cor. iv. (4) Exod. viii. (5) Jer. i. 


JS MA can suitably with more things reward.” See “Letters of the Martyrs.” 8vo. 1837. 
. 147 — En. 7 
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Mary. not. You shall, I think, shortly come far enough into danger by keeping faith 
and a good conscience; which, dear wife, I trust you do not slack to make 
A.D. reckoning and account upon, by exercising your inward man in meditation of 
1555. God'smostholy word, being the sustenance of the soul, and also by giving your- 
self to humble prayer: for these two things be the very means how to be made 
members of our Christ, meet to inherit his kingdom. 

Do this, dear wife, in earnest, and not leaving off; and so we two shall, with 
our Christ and all his chosen children, enjoy the merry world in that everlasting 
immortality ; whereas here, will nothing else be found but extreme misery, 
even of them which most greedily seek this worldly wealth. And so, if we two 
continue God's children grafted in our Christ, the same God's blessing which 

Care of We receive, shall also settle upon our Samuel. Though we do shortly depart 
children | hence, and leave the poor infant (to our seeming) at all adventures, yet shall 
UN he have our gracious God to be his God : for so hath he said, and he cannot lie, 
ought to “ I will be thy God,” saith he, “and the God of thy seed.” Yea, if you leave 
be left to him in the wilderness, destitute of all help, being called of God to do his will, 
God who either to die for the confession of Christ, or any work of obedience; that God 
see them which heard the cry of the little poor infant of Hagar, Sarah’s handmaiden, and 
forsaken. did succour it, will do the like to the child of you, or any other fearing him, 
and putting your trust in him. 
What itis And if we lack faith, as we do indeed many times, let us call for it, and we 
to plow shall have the increase both of it, and also of any other good grace needful for 
' us: and be merry in God, in whom also I am very merry and joyful. O Lord, 
what great cause of rejoicing have we, to think upon that kingdom, which he 
voucheth safe for his Christ's sake, freely to give us, forsaking ourselves and 
following him? Dear wife, this is truly to follow him; even to take up our 
cross and follow him: and then, as we suffer with him, so shall we reign with 
him everlastingly, shortly. Amen. 


Another Letter to his Wife, to Master Robert Harrington and 
Master Hurland, and other Friends. 


Grace and comfort, etc.—Dear wife, rejoice in our gracious God, and his 
and our Christ; and give thanks most humbly and heartily to him for this 
day's work ; that in any part I, most unworthy wretch, should be made worthy 
to bear witness unto his everlasting verity, which Antichrist, with his, by main 
force (I perceive) and by most impudent pride and boasting, will go about to 
suppress. Remember God alway, my dear wife; and so shall God's blessing 
light upon you and your Samuel. € remember always my words for Christ's 
sake; be merry, and grudge not against God; and pray, pray. We be all 
merry here, thanks be unto our God, who, in his Christ, hath given us great 
cause to be merry; by whom he hath prepared for us such a kingdom, and 
doth and will give unto us some little taste thereof, even in this life, and to all 
such as are desirous to take it. “ Blessed," saith our Christ, “be they which 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for such shall be satisfied." Let us go, 
yea, let us run, to seek such treasure, and that with whole purpose of heart to 
cleave unto the Lord, to find such riches in his heavenly word through his 
Spirit obtained by prayer. My dear friends and brethren, master Harrington 
and master Hurland, pray, pray. “ The spirit is ready, but the flesh is weak.?” 
When I look upon myself* being astonished and confounded, what have I else 
to say but those words of Peter, “ Lord, go from me; for I am a sinful man."4 
But then feel I that sweet comfort, ** The word of the Lord is a lanthorn unto 
my feet, and a light unto my paths," and “ this is my comfort in my trouble."5 
Then wax I bold with the same Peter to say,” “ Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Thou hast the words of everlasting life."5 This comfort have I when the 
giver thereof doth give it. But Ilook for battles, which the root of unfaith- 
fulness, the which I feel in me, will most eagerly give unto my conscience, 


(1) Matt. v. 6. (2) “ Spiritus quidem promptus est, caro autem infirma." 

(3) ** Quid ego stupidus et attonitus habeo quod dicam, nisi illud Petrj, Exi à me Domine, quia 
homo peccator sum ?" (4) Luke v. 

(5) '* Lucerna pedibus meis verbum Domini, lumen semitis meis," et ‘Hac mea est consolatio 
in humilitate mea," (6) Psalm cxix. 

(7) “ Domine, ad quem ibimus? verba vitæ æternæ habes." (8) John vi. 
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when we come once to the combat. We be (I ween) within the sound of the Mary. 


trump of our enemies. Play, ye that be abroad, the part of Moses,! * praying 
in all places, lifting up pure hands ;" and God's people shall prevail: yea, our 
blood shall be their perdition who do most triumph 

being in the hands of our God, shall shine in his kingdom,? and shall stand in 
great steadfastness against them which have dealt extremely with us. And 
when these our enemies shall thus see us, they shall be vexed with horrible 
fear, and shall wonder at the hastiness of the sudden health; and shall say 
with themselves, having inward sorrow and mourning for very anguish of 
mind: ** These are they whom we sometime had in derision, and jested upon. 
We fools thought their lives to be very madness, and their end to be without 
honour; but lo! how they are accounted among the children of God." *—The 
blessing of God be with you all, etc. 

Laurence Saunders. 


'To his Wife E little before his Burning. 


Grace and comfort in Christ, Amen.—Dear wife, be merry in the mercies of 
our Christ, and also ye, my dear friends. Pray, pray for us, everybody. We 
be shortly to be despatched hence unto our good Christ; Amen, Amen, Wife, 


A.D. 
antly spill it. And we then, 1555. 


I would you send me my shirt, which you know whereunto it is consecrated. He writ- 
Let it be sewed down on both the sides, and not open. O my heavenly Father, eth for a 


look upon me in the face of thy Christ, or else I shall not be able to abide thy $ n 


wherein 


countenance; such is my filthiness. He will do so; and therefore I will not he should 
be afraid what sin, death, hell, and damnation, can do against me. O wife! be burnt. 


always remember the Lord. God bless you, yea, he will bless thee, good wife, 
and thy poor boy also. Only cleave thou unto him, and he will give thee all 
things. Pray, pray, pray! 


Another Letter to Masters Robert and John Glover, written the same 
Morning that he was burnt. 


Grace and consolation in our sweet Saviour Christ.—O my dear brethren, 
whom I love in the Lord, being loved of you also in the Lord, be merry and 
rejoice for me, now ready to go up to that mine inheritance, which I myself 
indeed am most un worthy of, but my dear Christ is worthy, who hath purchased 
the same for me with so dear a price. Make haste, my dear brethren, to come 
unto me, that we may be merry, with that joy which no man shall take from 
us O wretched sinner that I am; not thankful unto this my Father, who hath 
vouched me worthy to be a vessel unto his honour! But, O Lord, now 
accept my thanks, though they proceed out of a not-enough-circumcised heart. 
Salute my good sisters your wives ; and, good sisters, fear the Lord. Salute all 
others that love us in the truth. God's blessing be with you always, Amen. 
Even now towards the offering of a burnt sacrifice. O my Christ, help, or else 
I perish! Laurence Saunders. 


After these godly letters of master Saunders diversely dispersed 
and sent abroad to divers of the faithful congregation of Christ, as is 
afore to be seen ; now, in the latter end, we will adjoin two other 
letters, not written by master Saunders the martyr, but by master 
Edward Saunders the justice, his brother, sent to this our Saunders 
in prison, although containing no great matter worthy to be known, 
yet to this intent ; that the reader may see in these two brethren, so 
Joined in nature, and so divided in religion, that word of the Lord 
verified, truly saying, * Brother shall be against brother,"* etc., as 
by the contents of these two letters following may appear. 


(1) “ Orantes in omni loco, sustollentes puras manus.” (2) 1 Tim. ii, Wisd. v. 
(3) Wisd, v. (4) ** Eo gaudio quod nemo tollet à nobis." (5) Matt. x. 
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THE STORY OF JOHN HOOPER, MARTYR. 


A Letter of Justice Saunders to his Brother Laurence. 


After my most hearty commendations: these be to ascertain you, that I 
have spoken with master Basset, who hath showed me, that four pound (all 
deductions being allowed) is the whole that hath come to his hands of the profit 
of the prebendary at York, the which you shall have, although, as he thinketh, it 
was not due unto vou by reason of your deprivation ; before, it wasdue. As con- 
cerning your conscience in religion, I beseech God it may be lightened by the 
Holy Ghost, and that you may also have the grace of the Holy Ghost to follow 
the counsel of St. Paul to Timothy ii.’ ** To handle rightly the word of truth ;” 
wherein you, dissenting fron: many holy and catholic men, especially in the 
sacrament, it maketh me in my conscience to condemn yours. For although I 
have not hitherto fancied to read Peter Martyr, and other such, etc. ;? yet have 
I had great desire to see Theophylact, and divers others of this sort and opinion, 
both notable and holy fathers (if any credit be to be given to the writings of our 
ancient fathers before us): and surely the sentences and judgments of two or 
three of them have more confirmed my conscignce, than three hundred of the 
Zuinglians, or as many of the Lutherans, can or should do. Thus in haste, 
willing to relieve you, to the end you might convert. Ifyou shall need towards 
your finding (if you shall require it of me), you shall unfeignedly find my money 
ready, as knoweth our Lord, who send us all things good for us.—Scribbled this 
Thursday, by your brother and petitioner to God, 

Ed. Saunders. 


Another Letter of Justice Saunders to his Brother, wherein he 
seeketh to win him to Popery. 


As nature and brotherly love with godly charity require, I send you by these 
letters (quantum licet) most hearty commendation ; being sorry for your fault, 
and your disobedient handling of yourself towards my lord chancellor, who, I 
assure you, mindeth your good and preservation, if you can so consider and take 
it. I would be glad to know, whether you have not had with you of late some 
learned men to talk with you by my lord chancellor's appointment, and how 
you can frame yourself to reform your error in the opinion of the most blessed, 
and our most comfortable, sacrament of the altar : wherein, I assure you, I was 
never in all my life better affected than I am at this present, using to my great 
comfort hearing of mass,? and, somewhat before the sacring time, the medita- 
tion of St. Bernard, set forth in the third leaf of this present book. The accus- 
tomable using whereof I am fully professed unto, during my life, and to give 
more faith unto that confession of holy Bernard, than to Luther, etc., or to 
Latimer, etc.; for that the antiquity, the universality of the open church, and 
the consent of all saints and doctors, do confirm the same: ascertaining you 
that I have been earnestly moved in mine own conscience these ten or twelve 
days past, and also between God and myself, to move you to the same; most 
earnestly desiring you, and as you tender my natural, godly, and friendly love 
towards you, that you would read over this book this holy time, at my request, 
although you have already seen it, and let me know wherein you cannot satisfy 
yourown conscience. Thus fare you well for this time. 

By yours, from Serjeants' Inn, 
Ed. Saunders. 


Che Story, Life, and Wartyrdom of Master Pohu Pooper, Bishop 
of Worcester and Gloucester ; 


BURNT FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL AT GLOUCESTER, 
FEBRUARY THE 9TH, A.D. 1555. 


John Hooper, student and graduate in the university of Oxford, 
after the study of the sciences, wherein he had abundantly profited 
(1) “ Recté tractare verbum veritatis.” (2) Justice saith, “ Audi alteram partem." 


(3) He meaneth peradventure when the *' Sanctus" is singing; for then the organs pipe merrily, 
and that may give some comfort. 


FORCED TO LEAVE HIS NATIVE COUNTRY. 637 


and proceeded, through God's secret vocation was stirred with fervent Mary. 

desire to the love and knowledge of the Scriptures: in the reading “4 p. 
and searching whereof, as there lacked in him no diligence jomed 1555. 

with earnest prayer; so neither wanted unto him the grace of the 
Holy Ghost to satisfy his desire, and to open unto him the light of 
true divinity. 

Thus master Hooper, growing more and more, by God's grace, in 
ripeness of spiritual understanding, and showing withal some sparkles 
of his fervent spirit, being then about the beginning of the Six Arti- 
cles, in the time of king Henry the Eighth, fell eftsoons into dis- 
pleasure and hatred of certain rabbins in Oxford, who, by and by, 
began to stir coals against him ; whereby, and especially by the pro- 
curement of Dr. Smith, he was compelled to void the university; and 
so, removing from thence, was retained in the house of sir Thomas 
Arundel, and there was his steward, till the time that sir Thomas 
Arundel, having intelligence of his opinions and religion, which he 
in no case did favour, and yet exceedingly favouring the person and Hooper 
conditions of the man, found the means to send him in a message to Sm" 
the bishop of Winchester, writing his letter privily to the bishop, by bishop of 
conference of learning to do some good upon him; but in any case chester. 
requiring him to send home his servant to him again. 

Winchester, after long conference with master Hooper four or five 
days together, when he at length perceived that neither he could do 
that good which he thought to him, nor that he would take any good 
at his hand, according to master Arundel’s request, he sent home his 
servant again ; right well commending his learning and wit, but yet 
bearing in his breast a grudging stomach against master Hooper 
still. 

It followed not long after this, as malice is always working mis- Forced to 
chief, that intelligence was given to master Hooper to provide for honse of 
himself, for danger that was working against him. Whereupon 82)” 


mas 
master Hooper, leaving master Arundel’s house, and borrowing a Arundel, 


horse of a certain friend (whose life he had saved a little before from outof s 
the gallows), took his journey to the sea-side to go to France, sending P^6^"* 
back the horse again by one, who indeed did not deliver him to the 
owner. Master Hooper being at Paris, tarried there not long, but in 
short time returned into England again, and was retained of master 
Sentlow, till the time that he was again molested and laid for; 
whereby he was compelled, under the pretence of being captain of a 
ship going to Ireland, to take the seas. And so escaped he (although 
not without extreme peril of drowning) through France, to the higher 
parts of Germany; where he, entering acquaintance with the learned rriena- 
men, was of them friendly and lovingly entertained, both at Basil, ship be- 
and especially at Zurich, of master Bullinger, being his singular Bulinger 
friend. There also he married his wife who was a Burgonian, and Hooper. 
applied very studiously to the Hebrew tongue. 

At length, when God saw it good to stay the bloody time of the 
Six Articles, and to give us king Edward to reign over this realm, 
with some peace and rest unto his gospel, amongst many other 
English exiles who then repaired homeward, master Hooper also, 
moved in conscience, thought not to absent himself; but, seeing such 
a time and occasion, offered to help forward the Lord’s work, to the 
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Mary. uttermost of his ability. And so, coming to master Bullinger, and. 
“Ap. other of his acquaintance in Zurich (as duty required), to give them 
1555, thanks for their singular kindness and humanity toward him manifold 
ways declared, with like humanity again purposed to take his leave of 
Bullin. them at his departing, and so did. Unto whom master Bullinger 
gers — again (who had always a special favour to master Hooper) spake on 


words to . . 
Hooper. this wise: 


“Master Hooper,” said he, “although we are sorry to part with your company 
for our own cause, yet much greater causes we have to rejoice, both for your 
sake, and especially for the cause of Christ’s true religion, that you shall now 
return, out of long banishment, into your native country again; where not only 
you may enjoy your own private liberty, but also the cause and state of Christ’s 
church, by you, may fare the better; as we doubt not but it shall. 

*t Another cause, moreover, why we rejoice with you and for you, is this: that 
ou shall remove not only out of exile into liberty ; but you shall leave here a 
arren, a sour and an unpleasant country, rude and savage; and shall go into a 

land flowing with milk and honey, replenished with all pleasure and fertility. 
Notwithstanding, with this our rejoicing one fear and care we have, lest you, 
being absent, and so far distant from us, or else coming to such abundance of 
wealth and felicity, in your new welfare and plenty of all things, and in your 
flourishing honours, where ye shall come, peradventure, to be a bishop, and 
where ye shall find so many new friends, you will forget us your old acquaint- 
ance and well-willers, Nevertheless, howsoever you shall forget and shake us 
off, yet this persuade yourself, that we will not forget our old friend and fellow 
master Hooper. And if you will please not to forget us again, then I pray you 
let us hear from you." 


Thean  Whereunto master Hooper, answering again, first gave to master 
mere Bullinger and the rest right hearty thanks, for that their singular 
good-will, and undeserved affection, appedring not only now, but at 
all times towards him : declaring moreover, that as the principal cause 
of his removing to his country was the matter of religion ; so, touch- 
ing the unpleasantness and barrenness of that country of theirs, there 
was no cause therein why he could not find in his heart to continue 
his life there, as soon as in any place in the world, and rather than in 
his own native country; if there were nothing else in his conscience 
that moved him so to do. And as touching the forgetting of his old 
friends; although, said he, the remembrance of a man’s country natu- 
rally doth delight him, neither could he deny, but God had blessed 
his country of England with many great commodities; yet, neither 
the nature of country, nor pleasure of commodities, nor newness 
of friends, should ever induce him to the oblivion of such friends and 
benefactors, whom he was so entirely bound unto: “and therefore 
you shall be sure,” said he, “ from time to time to hear from me, and 
Hooper 1 will write unto you, how it goeth with me. But the last news of 
prophe- all, I shall not be able to write: for there,” said he (taking master 
himself. Bullinger by the hand), “ where I shall take most pains, there shall 
you hear of me to be burned to ashes. And that shall be the last 
news, which I shall not be able to write unto you, but you shall hear 
it of me,” etc. 
Axnteot To this also may be added another like prophetical demonstration, 
sentire" foreshowing before the manner of his martyrdom wherewith he should 
inghis glorify God, which was this: When master Hooper, being made 
dom. — bishop of Worcester and Gloucester, should have his arms given him 
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by the herald (as the manner is, here in England, every bishop to Mary. 
have his arms assigned unto him), whether by the appointment of" 4 D, 
master Hooper, or by the herald, I have not certainly to say; but 1555. 
the arms which were to him allotted were these: A lamb in a fiery — — 
bush, and the sun-beams from heaven descended down upon the 

lamb; rightly denoting, as it seemed, the order of his suffering, 

which afterward followed. 

But now to the purpose of our story again. Thus when master Hooper 
Hooper had taken his farewell of master Bullinger and his friends in Eng 
Zurich, he made his repair again into England in the reign of king "è 
Edward the Sixth, where he, coming to London, used continually to 
preach, most times twice, at least once, every day; and never failed. 

In his sermons, according to his accustomed manner, he corrected nis nota- 
sin, and sharply inveighed against the iniquity of the world, and cor- bie adi 
rupt abuses of the church. The people in great flocks and com- preach- 
panies daily came to hear his voice, as the most melodious sound E 
and tune of Orpheus’s harp, as the proverb saith; insomuch that 
oftentimes when he was preaching, the church would be so full, that 
none could enter farther than the doors thereof. In his doctrine he 
was earnest, in tongue eloquent, in the Scriptures perfect, in pains 
indefatigable. 

Moreover, besides other his gifts and qualities, this is in him to Singular 
be marvelled, that even as he began, so he continued still unto his ot Hooper 
life’s end. For neither could his labour and pains-taking break him, 9escrived. 
neither promotion change him, neither dainty fare corrupt him. His 
life was so pure and good, that no kind of slander (although divers 
went about to reprove it) could fasten any fault upon him. He was 
of body strong, his health whole and sound, his wit very pregnant, 
his invincible patience able to sustain whatsoever sinister fortune and 
adversity could do. He was constant of judgment, a good justice, 
spare of diet, sparer of words, and sparest of time : in house-keeping 
very liberal, and sometimes more free than his living would extend 
unto. Briefly, of all those virtues and qualities required of St. Paul 
in a good bishop, in his epistle to Timothy, I know not one in this 
good bishop lacking. He bare in countenance and talk always a 
certain severe and grave grace, which might, peradventure, be wished 
sometimes to have been a little more popular and vulgar-like in him : 
but he knew what he had to do best himself. 

This, by the way, I thought to note, for that there was once an 
honest citizen, and to me not unknown, who, having in himself a 
certain conflict of conscience, came to his door for counsel: but, 
being abashed at his austere behaviour, durst not come in, but de- 
parted, seeking remedy of his troubled mind at other men's hands ; 
which he afterward, by the help of Almighty God, did find and 
obtain. Therefore, in my judgment, such as are appointed and made Direction 
governors over the flock of Christ, to teach and instruct them, ought 2%" sters 
so to frame their life, manners, countenance, and external behaviour, nd a 
as neither they show themselves too familiar and light, whereby to bught to. 
be brought into contempt, nor, on the other side again, that they Wawe 
appear more lofty and rigorous, than appertaineth to the edifying of selves. 
the simple flock of Christ. Nevertheless, as every man hath his 
peculiar gift wrought in him by nature, so this disposition of fatherly 
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Mary. gravity in this man neither was excessive, nor did he bear that per- 
“ip, Sonage that was in him, without great consideration. For it seemed 
1555. to him, peradventure, that this licentious and unbridled life of the 
common sort ought to be chastened, not only with words and dis- 
cipline, but also with the grave and severe countenance of good men. 
Hooper After he had thus practised himself in this popular and common 
Wishepor Kind of preaching; at length, and that not without the great profit 
Giouces- of many, he was called to preach before the king's majesty, and soon 
Wores- after made bishop of Gloucester by the king’s commandment. In 
i that office he continued two years, and behaved himself so well, that 
his very enemies (except it were for his good doings, and sharp cor- 
recting of sin) could find no fault with him ; and, after that, he was 
made bishop of Worcester 

But I cannot tell what sinister and unlucky contention concerning 
the ordering and consecration of bishops, and of their apparel, with 
such other like trifles, began to disturb the good and lucky beginning 
of the godly bishop. For notwithstanding that godly reformation 
of religion then begun in the church of England, besides other cere- 
monies more ambitious than profitable, or tending to edification, 
they used to wear such garments and apparel as the popish bishops 
A popish were wont to do: first a chimere, and under that a white rochet: 
pnie. then, a mathematical cap with four angles, dividing the whole world 
into four parts. These trifles, tending more to superstition than 
otherwise, as he could never abide, so in no wise could he be per- 
suaded to wear them. For this cause he made supplication to the 
king’s majesty, most humbly desiring his highness, either to discharge 
him of the bishopric, or else to dispense with him for such ceremonial 
orders; whose petition the king granted immediately, writing his 

letter to the archbishop after this tenor. 


The King’s Letters or Grant for the Dispensation of John Hooper, 
elected Bishop of Gloucester; written to the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury and other Bishops. 


Right reverend father in God, and right trusty and well-beloved, we greet 
you well.— Whereas we, by the advice of our council, have called and chosen 
our right well-beloved and well-worthy master John Hooper, professor of 
divinity, to be our bishop of Gloucester, as well for his great knowledge, deep 
judgment, and long study both in the Scriptures and other profane learning, as 
also for his good discretion, ready utterance, and honest life for that kind of 
vocation : to the intent all our loving subjects within his said charge and else- 
where might, by his sound and true doctrine, learn the better their duty 
towards God, their obedience towards us, and love towards their neighbours: 
from consecrating of whom we understand you do stay, because he would have 
you omit and let pass certain rites and ceremonies offensive to his conscience, 
whereby you think you should fall into the * preemunire " of our laws; we have 
thought good, by the advice aforesaid, to dispense and discharge you of all 
manner of dangers, penalties, and forfeitures, you shall run and be in an 
manner of way, by omitting any of the same. And these our letters shall be 
your sufficient warrant and discharge there-for. 


Given under our signet, at our castle of Windsor, the 5th of August, the 
fourth year of our reign. 


Ed. Somerset. W. Paget. 
W. Wiltshire, An. Wingfield. 
W. Northt'. N, Wooton. 
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Besides this letter of the king, also the earl of Warwick (who was Mary. 
afterward duke of Northumberland) adjoined his letter to the for- yp 
said archbishop of Canterbury, to this purpose and effect: that 1555. 
master Hooper might not be burdened with the oath used then 
commonly in the consecration of bishops, which was against his 
conscience; as by the purport of the letter here is to be seen, as 
followeth. 


A Letter of the Earl of Warwick to the Archbishop in the behalf of 
Master Hooper. 


After my most hearty commendations to your grace, these may be to desire 
the same, that in such reasonable things, wherein this bearer, my lord elect of 
Gloucester, craveth to be borne withal at your hands, you would vouchsafe to 
show him your grace's favour, the rather at this my instance; which thing 
partly I have taken in hand by the king’s majesty's own motion. The matter 
is weighed by his highness, none other but that your grace may facily conde- 
scend unto. The principal cause is, that you would not charge this said bearer 
with an oath burdenous to his conscience. And so, for lack of time, I commit 
your grace to the tuition of Almighty God. From Westminster the 23d of 
July, 1550. 

Your grace's most assured loving friend, 


J. Warwick. 


Both this grant of the king, and also the earl’s letters aforesaid 
notwithstanding, the bishops still stood earnestly in the defence of 
the aforesaid ceremonies; saying it was but a small matter, and that 
the fault was in the abuse of the things, and not in the things them- 
selves: adding moreover, that he ought not to be so stubborn in so 
light a matter; and that his wilfulness therein was not to be 
suffered. 

To be short, whilst both parties thus contended about this matter piscora 
more than reason would, in the mean time occasion was given, as to tor cac 
the true Christians to lament, so to the adversaries to rejoice. In ments. 
conclusion, this theological contention came to this end: that the 
bishops having the upper hand, master Hooper was fain to agree to 
this condition—that sometimes he should in his sermon show himself 
apparelled as the other bishops were. Wherefore, appointed to 
preach before the king, as a new player in a strange apparel, he 
cometh forth on the stage. His upper garment was a long scarlet Hooper 
chimere down to the foot, and under that a white linen rochet that forge 
covered all his shoulders. Upon his head he had a geometrical, that preach sie 
is, a four-squared cap, albeit that his head was round. What cause king in 
of shame the strangeness hereof was that day to that good preacher, apparel. 
every man may easily judge. But this private contumely and 
reproach, in respect of the public profit of the church, which he only 
sought, he bare and suffered patiently. And I would to God, in like 
manner, they, who took upon them the other part of that tragedy, 
had yielded their private cause, whatsoever it was, to the public con- 
cord and edifying of the church: for no man in all the city was one 
hair the better for that hot contention. 

I will name nobody, partly for that his oppugners, being afterwards The cross 
joined in the most sure bond of friendship with him, in one, and for Jase” 
one cause, suffered martyrdom ; and partly for that 1 commonly use, 

VOL. VI. T T 


642 


Mary. 


A.D. 
1555. 


The fall 
and infir- 
mities of 
holy 
saints and 
martyrs, 
left for 
our con- 
solation, 


Ridley 


hands to- 
gether. 


THE STORY OF JOHN HOOPER, MARTYR. 


according to my accustomed manner, to keep my pen from presump- 
tuous judging of any person. Yet I thought to note the thing for 
this consideration: to admonish the reader hereby, how wholesome 
and necessary the cross of Christ is sometimes in the church of 
Christ, as by the sequel hereof afterward did appear. For as, in a 
civil governance and commonwealth, nothing is more occasion of war 
than overmuch peace: so in the church and among churchmen, as 
nothing is more pernicious than too much quietness; so nothing 
more ceaseth private contentions oftentimes rising amongst them, 
than the public cross of persecution. 

Furthermore, so I persuaded myself, the same not to be inex- 
pedient, to have extant such examples of holy and blessed men. For, 
if it do not a little appertain to our public consolation and comfort, 
when we read in the Scriptures of the: foul dissension between Paul 
and Barnabas; of the fall of Peter, and of David's murder and adul- 
tery; why may or should it not be as well profitable for our pos- 
terity, to hear and know the falls of these godly martyrs, whereby 
we may the less despair in our infirmity, considering the same or 
greater infirmities to reign in the holy saints of God, both prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs ? 

And thus, by the way, thou hast heard, good reader, hitherto the 
weakness of these good men, plainly and simply, as the truth was, 
declared unto thee, to the end their fall may minister occasion to us, 
either of eschewing the like, or else to take heart and comfort in the 
like fall and frailness of ours. Now agzin, on the other part, it 
remaineth to record, after the foresaid discord, the godly reconcilia- 
tions of these good men in time of persecution, who afterward, being 
in prison for the truth’s sake, reconciled themselves again with most 
godly agreement, as appeareth by this letter sent by bishop Ridley to 
the said bishop of Gloucester. The copy whereof, as it was written 


with his own hand in Latin, hereafter followeth translated into 
English. 


To my dear Brother and Reverend Fellow-Elder in Christ, John 
Hooper, Grace and Peace. 


‘My dearly beloved brother and fellow-elder, whom I reverence in the Lord, 
pardon me, I beseech you, that hitherto since your captivity and mine, I have 
not saluted you by my letters: whereas I do indeed confess, [have received from 
you (such was your gentleness) two letters at sundry times: but yet at such time 
as I could not be suffered to write to you again ; or, if I might, yet was I greatly in 
doubt how my letters might safely come into your hands. But now, my dear 
brother, forasmuch as I understand by your works, which I have yet but super- 
ficially seen, that we thoroughly agree and wholly consent together in those 
things which are the grounds and substantial points of our religion, against the 
which the world so furiously rageth in these our days, howsoever in time past 
in certain bye-matters and circumstances of religion, your wisdom and my sim- 
plicity (I grant) have a little jarred, each of us following the abundance of his 
own sense and judgment; now, I say, be you assured, that even with my whole 
heart, God is my witness, in the bowels of Christ I love you in the truth, and 
for the truth’s sake which abideth in us, and, as I am persuaded, shall, by the 
grace of God, abide in us for evermore. 

And because the world, as I perceive, brother, ceaseth not to play his 
pageant, and busily conspireth against Christ our Saviour, with all possible force 


(1) Note how discord and conciliation happen many times amongst good men. 


HIS DILIGENT CARE IN HIS DIOCESES, 


and power, “ exalting high things against the knowledge of God ;”? let us join 
hands together in Christ; and, if we cannot overthrow, yet to our power, and 
as much as in us lieth, let us shake those high altitudes, not with carnal, but 
with spiritual weapons: and withal, brother, let us prepare ourselves to the day 
of our dissolution, by the which, after the short time of this bodily affliction, by 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ we shall triumph together with him, in 
eternal glory. 

I pray you, brother, salute in my name your reverend fellow-prisoner, and 
venerable father D. C.; by whom, since the first day that I heard of his most 
godly and fatherly constancy, in confessing the truth of the gospel, I have con- 
ceived great consolation and joy in the Lord. For the integrity and upright- 
ness of that man, his gravity and innocency, all England, I think, hath Known 
long ago. Blessed be God therefore, which in such abundance of iniquity, and 
decay of all godliness, hath given unto us, in this reverend old age, such a wit- 
ness for the truth of his gospel. Miserable and hard-hearted is he, whom the 
godliness and constant confession of so worthy, so grave and innocent a man, 
will not move to acknowledge and confess the truth of God. 

I do not now, brother, require you to write any thing to me again: for I 
stand much in fear, lest your letters should be intercepted before they can come 
to my hands. Nevertheless know you, that it shall be to me great joy to hear 
of your constancy and fortitude in the Lord's quarrel. And albeit i ave not 
hitherto written unto you, yet have I twice, as I could, sent unto you my mind 
touching the matter which in your letters you required to know. Neither can 
I yet, brother, be otherwise persuaded: I see methinks so many perils, whereby 
Iam earnestly moved to counsel you not to hasten the publishing of your 
works, especially under the title of your own name. For I fear greatly, lest by 
this occasion both your mouth should be stopped hereafter, and all things taken 
away from the rest of the prisoners; whereby otherwise, if it so please God, 
they may be able to do good to many. Farewell in the Lord, my most dear 
brother; andif there be any more in prison with you for Christ's sake, I beseech 
you, as you may, salute them in my name. -To whose prayers [ do most 
humbly and heartily commend myself and my fellow-prisoners and co-captives 
in the Lord ; and yet once again, and for ever in Christ, my most dear brother. 
Farewell. 

N. Ridley? 


Master Hooper, after all these tumults and vexations sustained about 
lis investing and priestly vestures, at length entering into his diocese, 
did there employ his time which the Lord lent him under king 
Edward's reign, with such diligence, as may be a spectacle to all 
bishops who shall ever hereafter succeed him, not only in that. place, 
but in whatsoever diocese through the whole realm of England. So 
careful was he in his cure, that he left neither pains untaken, nor 
ways unsought, how to train up the flock of Christ in the true word 
of salvation, continually labouring in the same. Other men com- 
monly are wont, for lucre or promotion's sake, to aspire to bishoprics, 
some liunting for them, and some purchasing or buying them, as men 
used to purchase lordships; and when they have them are loth to 
leave them: and thereupon also loth to commit that thing by worldly 
laws, whereby to lose them. 

To this sort of men master Hooper was clean contrary, who 
abhorred nothing more than gain, labouring always to save and 
preserve the souls of his flock ; who, being bishop of two dioceses, 
so ruled and guided either of them and both together, as though he 
had in charge but one family. No father in his household, no gar- 

. dener in his garden, nor husbandman in his vineyard, was more or 
(1) 1 Cor. x. 


(2) The original, in Latin, isin the First Edition, p. 1051, and will be found in the Letters of the 
Marty:s, and in Ridley s Remains (Parker Soc. Ed.) p. 357.—E». 
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better occupied, *han he in his diocese amongst his flock, going 
about his towns and villages in teaching and preaching to the people 
there. 

That time that he had to spare from preaching, he bestowed either 
in hearing public.causes, or else in private study, prayer, and visiting 
of schools. With his continual doctrine he adjoined due and discreet 
correction, not so much severe toany, as to them which for abundance 
of riches, and wealthy state, thought they might do what they listed. 
And doubtless he spared no kind of people, but was indifferent to al! 
men, as well rich as poor, to the great shame of no small number of 
men now-a-days; whereof many we see so addicted to the pleasing 
of great and rich men, that in the meantime they have no regard to 
the meaner sort of poor people, whom Christ hath bought as dearly as 
the other. 

But now, again, we will return our talk to master Hooper, all 
whose life, in fine, was such, that to the church and all churchmen, 
it might be a light and example; to the rest a perpetual lesson and 
sermon. Finally, how virtuous and good a bishop he was, ye may 
conceive and know evidently by this; that even as he was hated of 
none but of them that were evil, so yet the worst of them all could 
not reprove his life in any one jot. 

I have now declared his usage and behaviour abroad in the public 
affairs of the church: and, certainly, there appeared in him at home 
no less example of a worthy prelate’s life. For though he bestowed 
and converted the most part of his care upon the public flock and 
congregation of Christ, for the which also he spent his blood ; yet, 
nevertheless, there lacked no provision in him, to bring up his own 
children in learning and good manners ; insomuch that ye could not 
discern whether he deserved more praise for his fatherly usage at 
home, or for his bishop-like doings abroad : for everywhere he kept 
one religion in one uniform doctrine and integrity. So that if you 
entered into the bishop's palace, you would suppose yourself to 
have entered into some church or temple. In every corner thereof 
there was some smell of virtue, good example, honest conversation, 
and reading of holy Scriptures. ‘There was not to be seen in his 
house any courtly rioting or idleness ; no pomp at all; no dishonest 
word, no swearing could there be heard. 

As for the revenues of both his bishoprics, although they did not 
greatly exceed, as the matter was handled; yet, if any thing sur- 
mounted thereof, he pursed nothing, but bestowed it in hospitality. 
Twice I was, as I remember, in his house in Worcester, where, in 
his common hall, I saw a table spread with good store of meat, and 
beset full of beggars and poor folk: and I, asking his servants what 
this meant, they told me that every day their lord and master’s manner 
was, to have customably to dinner a certain number of poor folk of 
the said city by course, who were served by four at a mess, with hot 
and wholesome meats; and, when they were served (being before 
examined by him or his deputies, of the Lord’s prayer, the articles 
of their faith, and ten commandments), then he himself sat down to 
dinner, and tíot before. After this sort and manner master Hooper 
executed the office of a most careful and vigilant pastor, by the space of 
two years and more, so long: as the state of religion in king Edward's 
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time did safely flourish and take place: and would God that all other ary. 
bishops would use the like diligence, care, and observance, in their "4 p. 


function ! 1555. 
After this, king Edward being dead, and Mary being crowned yop, 
queen of England, religion being subverted and changed, this good called up 


bishop was one of the first that was sent for by a pursuivant to be at at queen 
London ; and that for two causes: first, to answer to Dr. Heath, eth 
then appointed bishop of that diocese, who was before, in king i. | 
Edward’s days, deprived thereof for papistry. Secondarily, to render causes 
account to Dr. Bonner bishop of London, for that he, in king "* 
Edward's time, was one of his accusers, in.that he showed himself 

not conformable to such ordinances as were prescribed to him by the 

king and his council, openly at Paul's Cross, And, although the said Hooper 
master Hooper was not ignorant of the evils that should happen {efas 
towards him (for he was admonished by certain of his friends to get 

him away, and shift for himself), yet he would not prevent them, but 
tarried still, saying: “ Once I did flee, and take me to my feet; but 

now, because I am called to this place and vocation, I am thoroughly 
persuaded to tarry, and to live and die with my sheep." 

And when at the day of his appearance, which was the first of come 
September, he was come to London, before he could come to the up to 
aforesaid Drs. Heath and Bonner, he was intercepted, and com- ondon 
manded violently against his will to appear before the queen and her opargea 
council, to answer to certain bonds and obligations, wherein they said t answer 
he was bound unto her ; and, when he came before them, Winchester, queen, 
by and by, received him very opprobriously, and, railing and rating 
of him, accused him of religion. He, again, freely and boldly told 
his tale, and purged himself. But, in fine, it came to this conclusion, 
thatby them he was commanded to ward; it being declared unto com. 
him at his departure, that the cause of his imprisonment was only for manded 
certain sums of money, for which he was indebted to the queen, and 
not for religion. This, how false and untrue it was, shall hereafter in 
its place more plainly appear. 

The next year, being 1554, the 19th of March, he was called again 
to appear before Winchester, and other the queen’s commissioners’; 
where, what for the bishop, and what for the unruly multitude, when 
he could not be permitted to plead his cause, he was deprived of his peprivea 
bishoprics: which how, and in what order it was done, here now fol- Dish 
loweth to be seen by the testimony and report of one, who, being ties 
present at the doing, committed the same to writing. 


A Letter or Report of a certain godly Man, declaring the Order of 
Master Hoopers Deprivation from his Bishoprics, March 19, 
Anno 1554. 


Forsomuch as a rumour is spread abroad of the talk had at my lord chan- 
cellor’s, between him with other commissioners there appointed, and master 
Hooper, clean contrary to the verity and truth thereof indeed, and therefore to 
be judged rather to be risen of malice, for the discrediting of the truth by false 
suggestions and evil reports, than otherwise: I thought it my duty, being pre- 
sent thereat myself, in writing to set forth the whole effect of the same: partly 
that the verity thereof may be known to the doubtful people; and partly also to 
advertise them, how uncharitably master Hooper was handled at their hands, 
who, with all humility, used himself towards them, desiring, that with patience 
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he might have been permitted to speak ; assuring all men, that whereas I stood 
in a mammering and doubt, which of these two religions to have credited, either 
that set forth by the king’s majesty that is dead, or else that now maintained by 
the queen’s majesty; their unreverend behaviour towards master Hooper doth 
move me the rather to credit his doctrine, than that which they, with railing and 
eruel words, defended; considering that Christ was so handled before. And that 
this which I have written here was the effect of their talk, as I acknowledge it 
to be true myself—so I appeal to all the hearers' consciences, that there were 
present (so they put affection away), for the witness of the same. 


MASTER HOOPER EXAMINED BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS. 


The bishops of Winchester, London, Durham, Llandaff, and Chi- 
chester, sat as commissioners. —A t master Hooper’s coming in, the 
lord chancellor asked whether he was married. 


Hooper :— Yea my lord, and will not be unmarried till death unmarry 
me." 


Durham :—'* That is matter enough to deprive you.” 
Hooper :—'* That it is not, my lord, except ye do against the law.” 


The matter concerning marriage was no more talked of then for a 
great space ; but as well the commissioners, as such as stood by, began 
to make such outcries, and laughed, and used such gesture, as was 
unseemly for the place, and for such a matter. The bishop of Chi- 
chester, Dr. Day, called master Hooper “ hypocrite,” with vehement 
words, and scornful countenance.’ Bishop Tonstal called him “beast :” 
so did Smith, one of the clerks of the council, and divers others that 
stood by. At length the bishop of Winchester said, that all men 
might live chaste that would; and brought in this text,” “ There be, 
that have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven."* 

Master Hooper said ; that text proved not that all men could live 
chaste, but such only to whom it was given: and read that which 
goeth before in the text. But there was a clamour and ery, mocking 
and scorning, with calling him beast, that the text could not be 
examined. 

Then master Hooper said, that it did appear by the old canons, 
that marriage was not forbidden unto priests; and named the Decrees. 
But the bishop of Winchester sent for another part, namely the Cle- 
mentines, or the Extravagants: but bishop Hooper said, that book 
was not it, which he named. Then cried out the bishop of Win- 
chester, and said, “ You shall not have any other, until ye be judged 
by this." And then began such a noise, tumult, and speaking toge- 
ther of a great many that favoured not the cause, that nothing was 
done, or spoken orderly or charitably. Afterward judge Morgan 
began to rail at master Hooper a long time, with many opprobrious 
and foul words of his doing at Gloucester, in punishing of men ; and 
said, there was never such a tyrant as he was. After that, Dr. Day, 
bishop of Chichester, said, that the council of Ancyra, which was 
before the council of Nice, was against the marriage of priests. 


(1) See the Harleian MSS. No. 421, art. 18, 26.—Ep. 

(2) “ Blessed be you, when they shall speak all reviling words against you for my name’s 
sake." (3) **Castraverunt se propter regnum ccelorum.” (4) Matt. xix. 

(5) This Morgan, shortly after, fell into a frenzy and madness, and died of the same. 

(6) This assertion appears to be incorrect, as the canon alluded to (the tenth) only mentions 
deacons, to whom marriage was, generally, allowed. Apud Labbe, tom. i. col. 1459.— Ep. 
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Then cried out my lord chancellor, and many with him, that Mary. 
master Hooper had never read the councils. A.D 

* Yea, my lord,” quoth master Hooper, “ and my lord of Chi- 1555. 
chester (Dr. Day) knoweth that the great council of Nice, by the 77 
means of one Paphnutius,! decreed that no minister should be sepa- councit 
rated from his wife.” But such clamours and cries were used, that "f *** 
the council of Nice was not seen. 

After this long brutish talk, Tonstal bishop of Durham asked 
master Hooper, whether he believed the corporal presence in the 
sacrament. And master Hooper said plainly, that there was none 
such, neither did he believe any such thing. 

Then would the bishop of Durham have read out of a book, for 
his purpose belike (what book it was, I cannot tell); but there was 
such a noise and confused talk on every side, that he did not read it. 

Then asked Winchester of master Hooper, what authority moved The cor- 
him not to believe the corporal presence? He said, the authority of fores" ^ 
God's word; and alleged this text:? “ Whom heaven must hold 

until the latter day." 

Then the bishop of Winchester would have made that text have 
served nothing for his purpose ; and he said, he might be in heaven, 
and in the sacrament also. Master Hooper would have said more to 
have opened the text, but all men that stood next about the bishop, 
allowed so his saying with clamours and cries, that master Hooper 
was not permitted to say any more against the bishop. Whereupon artictes 
they bade the notaries write that he was married; and said, that he Maint 
would not go from his wife, and that he believed not the corporal Hooper 
presenee in the sacrament: wherefore he was worthy to be deprived 
of his bishopric. 

This is the truth of the matter (as far as I can truly remember) 
of the confused and troublesome talk that was between them ; and 
except it were hasty and uncharitable words, this is the whole matter 
of their talk at that time.—Atque hac ille hactenus. 


The true Report of Master Hooper's Entertainment in the Fleet ; 
written with his own Hand, the 7th of January, 1555. 


The Ist of September, 1553, I was committed unto the Fleet from Rich- 
mond, to have the liberty of the prison; and, within six days after, I paid for 
my liberty five pounds sterling to the warden, for fees: who, immediate ly upon 
the payment thereof, complained unto Stephen Gardiner, bishop of Winchester ; 
and so was I committed to close prison one quarter of a year in the Tower- 
chamber of the Fleet, and used very extremely. Then by the means of a good 
gentlewoman,? [ had liberty to come down to dinner and supper, not suffered 
to speak with any of my friends; but, as soon as dinner and supper was done, 
to repair to my chamber again. Notwithstanding while I came down thus to 
dinner and supper, the warden and his wife picked quarrels with me, and com- 
plained untruly of me to their great friend the bishop of Winchester. 

After one quarter of a year and somewhat more, Babington the warden, and Babing- 
his wife, fell out with me for the wicked mass: and thereupon the warden ‘or rad 
resorted to the bishop of Winchester, and obtained to put me into the wards, Fleet, a 
where I have continued a long time; having nothing appointed to me for my Wicked 
bed, but a little pad of straw anda rotten covering, with a tick and a few feathers God's 
therein, the chamber being vile and stinking, until by God's means good people people. 

(1) The words of Paphnutius appear in Gelasii Hist. Con. Niceni, lib.ii. cap. 32, Apud Labbe, 
tom. ii. col. 246.—Ep. : 

(2) “ Quem oportet ccelum suscipere, usque ad tempus restaurationis omnium." 

(3) This good gentlewoman is thought to be mistress Wilkinson. 
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Mary. Sent me bedding to lie in. Of the one side of which prison is the sink and 
filth of £all* the house, and on the other side the town-ditch, so that the stench 
M ofthe house hath infected me with sundry diseases.—During which time I have 

1555. been sick; and the doors, bars, hasps, and chains being all closed, and made 
Barba. fast upon me, I have mourned, called, and cried for help. But the warden, 
rous cru- when he hath known me many times ready to die, and when the poor men of 
quy of the the wards have called to help me, hath commanded the doors to be kept fast, 
ofthe and charged that none of his men should come at me, saying, “ Let him alone; 
Fleet. jt were a good riddance of him.” And, amongst many other times, he did thus 

the 18th of October, 1553; as many can witness. 

I paid always like a baron to the said warden, as well in fees, as for my 
board, which was twenty shillings a week, besides my man’s table, until I was 
wrongfully deprived of my bishopric ; and, since that time, I have paid him as 
the best Yentleman doth in his house; yet hath he used me worse, and more 
vilely, than the veriest slave that ever came to the hall-commons. 

W Down- The said warden hath also imprisoned my man William Downton, and 
Hooper's stripped him out of his clothes to search for letters, and could find none, but 
man. only a little remembrance of good people's names, that gave me their alms to 
relieve me in prison ; and to undo them also, the warden delivered the same 
bill unto the said Stephen Gardiner, God's enemy and mine. 
Hooper I have suffered imprisonment almost eighteen months, my goods, living, 
eighteen friends, and comfort taken from me; the queen owing me by just account 
ANE: ds She hath put me in pri d giveth nothing to 
in prison, four score pounds or more. e hath put me in prison, and giveth nothing 
Queen find me, neither is there suffered any to come at me whereby I might have 
Mary in- relief. I am with a wicked man and woman, so that I see no remedy (saving 
dented t° God's help), but I shall be cast away in prison before I come to judgment. 
But I commit my just cause to God, whose will be done, whether it be by life 
or death. 


Thus much wrote he himself, of this matter. 


ANOTHER EXAMINATION OF MASTER HOOPER. 


The 22d of January following, 1555, Babington, the warden of 
the Fleet, was commanded to bring master Hooper before the bishop 
of Winchester, with other bishops and commissioners, at the said 
Winchester's house at St. Mary Overy's, where in effect thus much 

Gardiner was done. The bishop of Winchester, in the name of himself and 
m the rest, moved master Hooper earnestly to forsake the evil and cor- 
to reu. rupt doctrine (as he termed it) preached in the days of king Edward 
pope's the Sixth, and to return to the unity of the catholic church, and to 
chur acknowledge the pope's holiness to be head of the same church, 
according to the determination of the whole parliament; promising, 
that as he himself, with other his brethren, had received the pope's 
blessing, and the queen's mercy; even so mercy was ready to be 
showed to him and others, if he would arise with them, and con- 
descend to the pope's holiness. 
The pope Master Hooper answered, that forasmuch as the pope taught doc- 
thy tobe trine altogether contrary to the doctrine of Christ, he was not worthy 
ganem- to be accounted as a member of Christ's church, much less to be head 
Christ's thereof; wherefore he would in no wise condescend to any such 
' usurped jurisdiction. Neither esteemed he the church, whereof they 
call him head, to be the catholic church of Christ: for the church 
only heareth the voice of her spouse Christ, and flieth the strangers. 
* Howbeit,” saith he, “if in any point, to me unknown, I have 
offended the queen’s majesty, I shall most humbly submit myself to 
her mercy ; if mercy may be had with safety of conscience, and without 
the displeasure of God.” 


HOOPER CONDEMNED TO BE DEGRADED. 


Answer was made, that the queen would show no mercy to the 
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Marv. 


pope’s enemies. Whereupon Babington was commanded to bring A4 p. 
him to the Fleet again: who did so, and shifted him from his former 1555. 


chamber into another, near unto the warden’s own chamber, where he: 


remained six days; and, in the mean time, his former chamber was 
searched by Dr. Martin and others, for writings and books, which 
master Hooper was thought to have made, but none were found. 


ANOTHER EXAMINATION OF MASTER HOOPER, 


The 28th of January, Winchester and other the commissioners 
sat in judgment at St. Mary Overy’s, where master Hooper appeared 
before them at afternoon again ; and there, after much reasoning and 
disputation to and fro, he was commanded aside, till master Rogers 
(who was then come) had been likewise examined. Examinations 
being ended, the two: sheriffs of London were commanded, about 
four of the clock, to carry them to the Compter in Southwark, there 
to remain till the morrow at nine o'clock, to see whether they would 
relent and come home again to the catholic church.! So master 
Hooper went before with one of the sheriffs, and master Rogers came 
after with the other, and being out of church door, master Hooper 
looked back, and stayed a little till master Rogers drew near, unto 
whom he said, * Come, brother Rogers! must we two take this 
matter first in hand, and begin to fry these faggots?” “ Yea sir,” 
said master Rogers, “ by God's grace.” '* Doubt not,” said master 
Hooper, * but God will give strength." So going forwards, there 
was such a press of people in the streets, who rejoiced at their con- 
stancy, that they had much ado to pass. 

By the way the sheriff said to master Hooper, ** I wonder that ye 
were so hasty and quick with my Jord chancellor, and did use no more 
patience." He answered, “ Master sheriff, I was nothing at all im- 
patient, although I was earnest in my Master's cause, and it standeth 
me so in hand, for it goeth upon life and death; not the life an 
death of this world only, but also of the world to come." Then 
were they committed to the keeper of the Compter, and appointed to 
several chambers, with commandment that they should not be suffered 
to speak one with another, neither yet any other permitted to come 
at them, that night. 


THE THIRD AND LAST EXAMINATION OF MASTER HOOPER. 


Upon the next day following, the 29th of January, at the hour 
appointed, they were brought again by the sheriffs before the said 
bishop and commissioners, in the church, where they were the day 
before. And after long and earnest talk, when they perceived that 
master Hooper would by no means condescend unto them, they con- 
demned him to be degraded, and read unto him his condemnation. 
That done, master Rogers was brought before them, and in like 
manner entreated, and so they delivered both of them to the secular 
power, the two sheriffs of London, who were willed to carry them to 


(1) The judiciary acts of the proceedings against Hooper are given at length by Strype (Me- 
morials under Mary, chap. xxii. p. 296, Edit. 1816), from the Foxian MSS.—Ep. 
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mary. the Clink, a prison not far from the bishop of Winchester's house, 

A.D. 2nd there to remain till night. 

1555. | When it was dark, master Hooper was led by one of the sheriffs, 
with many bills and weapons, first through the bishop of Winchester's 
house, and so over London-bridge, through the city to Newgate. 
And by the way some of the sergeants were willed to go before, and 
put out the costermongers’ candles, who used to sit with lights in the 
streets: either fearing, of likelihood, that the people would have made 
Darkness SOME attempt to have taken him away from them by force, if they 
best for had seen him go to that prison ; or else, being burdened with an evil 
papist conscience, they thought darkness to be a most fit season for such a 

business. 

The peo- But notwithstanding this device, the people having some fore- 

yaaa knowledge of his coming, many of them came forth of their doors 

Stitceper With lights, and saluted him ; praising God for his constancy in the 

and true doctrine which he had taught them, and desiring God to 

strengthen him in the same to the end. Master Hooper passed by, 
and required the people to make their earnest prayers to God for 

Hooper him: and so went through Cheapside to the place appointed, and was 

sent to : . 

Newgate. delivered as close prisoner to the keeper of Newgate, where he 
remained six days, nobody being permitted to come to him, or talk 
with him, saving his keepers, and such as should be appointed 
thereto. 

Bonner During this time, Bonner bishop of London, and others at his 

chaplains appointment, as Fecknam, Chedsey, and Harpsfield, etc., resorted 

TAA" divers times unto him to assay if by any means they could persuade 

Hooperin him to relent, and become a member of their antichristian church. All 

pee the ways they could devise, they attempted: for, besides the dispu- 
tations and allegations of testimonies of the Scriptures, and of ancient 
writers wrested to a wrong sense, according to their accustomed 
manner, they used also all outward gentleness and significations of 
friendship, with many great proffers and promises of worldly com- 
modities; not omitting also most grievous threatenings, if with 
gentleness they could not prevail: but they found him always the 
same man, steadfast and immovable. When they perceived that 
they could by no means reclaim him to their purpose with such per- 
suasions and offers as they used for his conversion, then went they 

False ru- about, by false rumours and reports of recantations (for it is well 

Mersan- known, that they and their servantg did spread it first abroad), to 

tation. bring him and the doctrine of Christ which he professed, out of credit 
with the people. So the bruit being a little spread abroad, and 
believed of some of the weaker sort, by reason of the often resort of 
the bishop of London and others, it increased more, and at last came 
to master Hooper's ears: wherewith he was not a little grieved, that 
the people should give so light credit unto false rumours, having so 
simple a ground; as it may appear by a letter which he wrote upon 
that occasion, the copy whereof followeth. 


A Letter of Master Hooper, for the stopping of certain false Rumours 
spread abroad of his Recantation. 


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all them that unfeignedly look 
for the coming of our Saviour Christ. Amen. 


THE SENTENCE OF HIS DEGRADATION. 


Dear brethren and sisters in the Lord, and my fellow-prisoners for the cause 
of God's gospel, I do much rejoice and give thanks unto God for your constancy 
and perseverance in affliction, unto whom I wish continuance unto the end. 
And as I do rejoice in your faith and constancy in afflictions that be in prison; 
even so do I mourn and lament to hear of our dear brethren that yet have not 
felt such dangers for God's truth as we have and do feel, and be daily like to 
suffer more ; yea, the very extreme and vile death of the fire: yet such is the 
report abroad (as I am credibly informed), that I, John Hooper, a condemned 
man for the cause of Christ, should now, after sentence of death (being in New- 
gate prisoner, and looking daily for execution) recant and abjure that which 
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Mary. 


A.D. 
1555. 


heretofore I have preached. And this talk ariseth of this, that the bishop of Occasion 


London and his chaplains resort unto me. Doubtless, if our brethren were as 
godly as I could wish them, they would think, that in case I did refuse to talk 
with them, they might have just occasion to say that I were unlearned, and 
durst not speak with learned men; or else proud, and disdained to speak with 
them. Therefore, to avoid just suspicion of both, I have and do daily speak 
with them when they come; not doubting but that they report that I am neither 
proud nor unlearned. And I would wish all men to do as I do in this point, 
for I fear not their arguments, neither is death terrible unto me; praying you to 
make true report of the same, as occasion shall serve; and that I am more con- 
firmed in the truth which I have preached heretofore, by their coming. 

Therefore, ye that may send to the weak brethren, pray them that they 
trouble me not with such reports of recantations as they do. For I have 
hitherto left all things of the world, and suffered great pains and imprisonment, 
and, I thank God, I am as ready to.suffer death, as a mortal man may be. It 
were better for them to pray for us, than to credit or report such rumours that 
be untrue. We have enemies enough of such as know not God truly ; but yet 
the false report of weak brethren is a double cross. I wish you eternal salvation 
in Jesus Christ, and also require your continual prayers, that he which hath 
begun in us, may continue it to the end. 

I have taught the truth with my tongue, and with my pen heretofore; and 
hereafter shortly shall confirm the same by God's grace with my blood. 

Forth of Newgate the 2d of February, anno 1555. 
Your brother in Christ, 
John Hooper. 


Upon Monday morning the bishop of London came to Newgate, 
and there degraded master Hooper; the sentence of which his de- 
gradation here followeth. 


Degradatio Hooperi.' 


In nomine 4 Patris, 4- Filii, 4 et Spiritus Sancti, Amen. Quoniam per 
sententiam definitivam à reverendo in Christo patre et domino Stephano, per- 
missione divina Wintoniensi episcopo, in et contra te Johannem Hooper pres- 
byterum, suæ jurisdictionis, (ratione heresis et delicti intra illius dicecesin 
Wintoniensem notorié commissi) existentem, nuper rité et legitime prolatam, 
constat sufficienter et legitimà nobis Edmundo Londinensi episcopo, te pra:fa- 
tum Johannem Hooper hzreticum manifestum et obstinatum ac pertinacem 
fuisse et esse, ac constat similiter tanquam hereticum hujusmodi per dictam 
sententiam pronunciatum et declaratum füisse, majorisque excommunicationis 
sententia ob id innodatum et involutum similiter esse, ac ab ordine tuo depo- 
nendum et degradandum, curieque seculari ob demerita tua hujusmodi traden- 
dum fore, prout ex tenore dictze sententie, ad quam nos in hac parte nos 
referimus, plenius, planius, et expressius liquet et apparet: idcirco nos Ed- 
mundus episcopus Londinensis antedictus—quia nostri et universitatis etiam 
interest nostras hic partes interponere, et vicariam operam mutuamque vicis- 
situdinem impendere, in cujus etiam dioecesi tu, Johannes Hooper, idem 
heeresis crimen tunc et seepius, et ante et post commisisti—istis (inquam) et aliis 
praedictis attentis, et exequendo omni meliori et efficaciori modo, quo possumus, 
sententiam przedictam, sic (ut praemittitur) latam in te qui infra fines et limites 


(1) See the Harl. MSS. No. 421, art 49.— Ep. 
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Mary. diocesis nostrae Londinensis notorié consistis, etin hac parte culpabilis et trans- 
gressor etiam notorié existis, ad actualem degradationem tui praefati Johannis 
A.D. Hooper (culpa tua exigente ac justitia id poscente) duximus procedendum fore, 
1555. ac sic etiam realiter procedimus; ut deinde, juxta juris exigentiam et temporis 
retroacti morem laudabilem et normam consuetam, te in arca ecclesi: manere 
nolentem curie seculari rité et legitime ac effectualiter tradere possimus. 
Quod ipsum sic fieri debere, nos per hanc nostram sententiam sive decretum 
decernimus, pronunciamus, et declaramus in his scriptis. 


After the sentence of degradation thus declared, now let us see 
the form and manner of their degrading, which here also followeth. 
But first here is to be noted, that they, degrading this blessed bishop, 
did not proceed against him as a bishop, but as only against a priest, 
as they termed him ; for such as he was, these Balaamites accounted 
for no bishop. 


HERE FOLLOWETH THE FORM AND MANNER USED IN THE 
DEGRADING OF BISHOP HOOPER. 


The 4th day of February, the year above mentioned, in the chapel 

in Newgate, the bishop of London there sitting with his notary and 

Alexan- certain other witnesses, came Alexander Andrew the gaoler, bringing 
decer of with him master Hooper and master Rogers, being condemned before 


Newgate, by the chancellor; where the said bishop of London, at the request 
enemy to of the foresaid Winchester, proceeded to the degradation of the 
pou. parties above mentioned, master Hooper and master Rogers, after 
this form and manner: first, he put upon him all the vestures and 
ornaments belonging to a priest, with all other things to the same 
order appertaining, as though (being revested) they should solemnly 
Hooper execute their office. Thus they, being apparelled and invested, the 
sede. bishop beginneth to pluck off, first the uttermost vesture; and so, 
graded. by degree and order, coming down to the lowest vesture, which they 
had only in taking Benet and Collet; and so, being stript and de- 
posed, he deprived them of all order, benefit, and privilege belonging 
to the clergy; and consequently, that being done, pronounced, 
decreed, and declared the said parties’ so degraded, to be given per- 
sonally to the secular power, as the sheriffs being for that year, 
Davy master Davy Woodroofe, and master William Chester; who, re- 
Nod ad ceiving first the said master Rogers at the hands of the bishop, had 
euam him away with them, bringing him to the place of execution where he 
sheriffs. suffered. The witnesses there present were master Harpsfield, 
archdeacon of London; Robert Cosin, and Robert Willerton, canons 
of Paul’s; Thomas Mountague, and George How, clerks; Tristram 
Swadock, and Richard Cloney, the sumner, etc. 
Hooper The same Monday at night, being the 4th of February, his keeper 
padhat gave him an inkling that he should be sent to Gloucester to suffer 
t death, whereat he rejoiced very much, lifting up his: eyes and hands 
hisown unto heaven, and praising God that he saw it good to send him 
flock. - . 
amongst the people over whom he was pastor, there to confirm with 
his death the truth which he had before taught them ; not doubting 
but the Lord would give him strength to perform the same to his 
glory. And immediately he sent to his servant's house for his boots, 
spurs, and cloak, that he might be in a readiness to ride when he 


should be called. 


CARRIED TO GLOUCESTER TO BE BURNED. 658 


The next day following, about four o'clock in the morning before Mary. 
day, the keeper with others came to him and searched him, and the {Wp 
bed wherein he lay, to see if he had written any thing; and then he 1555. 
was led by the sheriffs of London, and other their officers, forth of Ga 
Newgate to a place appointed, not far from St. Dunstan’s church in Glouces- 
Fleet-street, where six of the queen's guards were appointed to receive barnea. 
him, and to carry him to Gloucester, there to be delivered unto the 
sheriff, who, with the lord Chandos, master Wicks, and other com- 
missioners, were appointed to see execution done. The which guard 
brought him to the Angel, where he brake his fast with them, eating 
his meat at that time more liberally than he had used to do a good 
while before. About the break of the day he went to horse, and 
leaped cheerfully on horseback without help, having a hood upon his 
head under his hat, that he should not be known. And so he took 
his journey joyfully towards Gloucester, and always by the way the 
guard learned of him, where he was accustomed to bait or lodge; 
and ever carried him to another inn. 

On the Thursday following, he came to a town in his diocese A woman 
called Cirencester, fifteen miles from Gloucester, about eleven o'clock, for" 
and there dined-at a woman's house who had always hated the truth, confirmed 
and spoken all evil she could of master Hooper. This woman, per- constancy 
ceiving the cause of his coming, showed him all the friendship she a od 
could, and lamented his case with tears; confessing that she before tiled at 
had often reported, that if he were put to the trial, he would not fore. 
stand to his doctrine. 

After dinner he rode forwards, and came to Gloucester about five Hooper 
o'clock ; and a mile without the town was much people assembled, Giouces? 
which cried and lamented his estate, insomuch that one of the guard ter- 
rode post into the town, to require aid of the mayor and sheriffs, 
fearing lest he should have been taken from them. The officers and their 
retinue repaired to the gate with weapons, and commanded the people 
to keep their houses, etc. ; but there was no man that once gave any 
signification of any such rescue or violence. So was he lodged at 
one Ingram’s house in Gloucester; and that night (as he had done 
al the way) he did eat his meat quietly, and slept his first sleep The quiet 
soundly, as it was reported by them of the guard, and others. After iia 
his first sleep he continued all that night in prayer until the morning; in his. 
and then he desired that he might go into the next chamber (for the i 
guard were also in the chamber where he lay), that there, being soli- 
tary, he might pray and talk with God : so that all the day, saving a 
little at meat, and when he talked at any time with such as the guard 
licensed to speak with him, he bestowed in prayer. 

Amongst others that spake with him, sir Anthony Kingston, knight, Sir Ane 
was one; who, seeming in time past his very friend, was then ap- Kingston 
pointed. by the queen’s letters to be one of the commissioners, to see pened 
execution done upon him. Master Kingston, being brought into the 
chamber, found him at his prayer: and as soon as he saw master 
Hooper, he burst forth in tears. Master Hooper at the first blush 
knew him not. Then said master Kingston, * Why, my lord, do 
you not know me an old friend of yours, Anthony Kingston ?” 

Hooper :—“ Yes, master Kingston, I do now know you well, and 
am glad to see you in health, and do praise God for the same.” 


654 THE STORY OF JOHN HOOPER, MARTYR. 


Mary — Kíngston:—'* But I am sorry to see you in this case; for as I 

“A.D, understand you be come hither to die. But, alas, consider that life 

1555. is sweet, and death is bitter. Therefore, seeing life may be had, 
desire to live; for life hereafter may do good." 

Hooper :—“ Indeed it is true, master Kingston, I am come hither 
to end this life, and to suffer death here, because I will not gainsay 
the former truth that I have heretofore taught amongst you in this 
diocese, and elsewhere; and I thank you for your friendly counsel, 
although it be not so friendly as I could have wished it. True it is, 
master Kingston, that death is bitter, and life is sweet: but, alas, 

Life com- consider that the death to come is more bitter, and the life to come 
Pared ite, is more sweet. Therefore, for the desire and love I have to the one, 
and death and the terror and fear of the other; I do not so much regard this 
death. death, nor esteem this life, but have settled myself, through the 
strength of God's holy Spirit, patiently to pass through the torments 
and extremities of the fire now prepared for me, rather than to deny 
the truth of his word ; desiring you, and others, in the mean time, to 
commend me to God's mercy in your prayers." 
Sir An- Kingston :—'* Well, my lord, then I perceive there is no remedy, 
Kineston and therefore I will take my leave of you: and I thank God that ever I 
converted knew you; for God did appoint you to call me, being a lost child: 
Hooper. and by your good instructions, whereas before I was both an adulterer 
and a fornicator, God hath brought me to the forsaking and detesting 
of the same.” 

Hooper:—' If you have had the grace so to do, I do highly praise 
God for it: and if you have not, I pray God ye may have; and that 
you may continually live in his fear.” 

After these, and many other words, the one took leave of the 
other; master Kingston with bitter tears, master Hooper with tears 
also trickling down his cheeks. At which departure master Hooper 
told him that all the troubles he had sustained in prison, had not 
caused him to utter so much sorrow. 

A blind The same day in the afternoon, a blind boy, after long intercession 
edito made to the guard, obtained license to be brought unto master 
Hooper. Hooper's speech. The same boy not long afore had suffered impri- 
sonment at Gloucester for confessing of the truth. Master Hooper, 
after he had examined him of his faith, and the cause of his imprison- 
ment, beheld him steadfastly, and (the water appearing in his eyes) 
Gors said unto him, “ Ah, poor boy! God hath taken from thee thy out- 
sora Ward sight, for what reason he best knoweth: but he hath given thee 
blind boy another sight much more precious, for he hath endued thy soul with 
cester. the eye of knowledge and faith. God give thee grace continually 
io pray unto him, that thou lose not that sight; for then shouldest 
thou be blind both in body and soul !" 

After that another came to him, whom he knew to be a very papist 
and a wicked man, who appeared to be sorry for master Hooper's 
trouble, saying, “ Sir, I am sorry to see you thus." “ T'o see me? 
Why," said he, “art thou sorry?” “To see you,” saith the other, 
“in this case. For I hear say, you are come hither to die, for the 
which I am sorry." “ Be sorry for thyself, man,” said master Hooper, 
* and lament thine own wickedness; for I am well, I thank God, and 
death to me for Christ’s sake is welcome.” 


HIS LAST NIGHT SPENT IN PRAYER. 655 


The same night he was committed by the guard, their commission Mary. 
being then expired, unto the custody of the sheriffs of Gloucester. The "4 p 
name of the one was Jenkins, the other Bond, who, with the mayorand 1555, 
aldermen, repaired to master Hooper's lodging, and at the first meeting pooper 
saluted him, and took him by the hand. Unto whom Hooper spake commit 
on this manner: “ Master mayor, I give most hearty thanks to you, sherifs of 
and to the rest of your brethren, that you have vouchsafed to take me, Gp" 
a prisoner and a condemned man, by the hand; whereby to my The. . 
rejoicing it is some deal apparent that your old love and friendship Hooper to 
towards me is not altogether extinguished ; and I trust also that all the mayor 
the things I have taught you in times past are not utterly forgotten, sherifi. 
when I was here, by the godly king that dead is, appointed to be 
your bishop and pastor. For the which most true and sincere doc- 
trine, because I will not now account it falsehood and heresy, as 
many other men do, I am sent hither (as I am sure you know) by 
the queen’s commandment to die; and am come where I taught it, 
to confirm it with my blood. And now, master sheriffs, I under- 
stand by these good men, and my very friends,” (meaning the guard), 

“at whose hands I have found so much favour and gentleness, by the 

way hitherward, as a prisoner could reasonably require (for the which 

also I most heartily thank them), that I am committed to your cus- 

tody, as unto them that must see me brought to-morrow to the place 

of execution. My request therefore to you shall be only, that there 

may be a quick fire, shortly to make an end; and in the meantime I Hooper's 
will be as obedient unto you, as yourselves would wish. If you think ae" 
I do amiss in any thing, hold up your finger, and I have done: for I sherif’. 
am not come hither as one enforced or compelled to die (for it is 

well known, I might have had my life with worldly gain); but as 

one willing to offer and give my life for the truth, rather than consent 

to the wicked papistical religion of the bishop of Rome, received and 

set forth by the magistrates in England, to God’s high displeasure and 
dishonour; and I trust, by God's grace, to-morrow to die a faithful 
servant of God, and a true obedient subject to the queen.” 

These and such-like words in effect used master Hooper to the 
mayor, sheriffs, and aldermen, whereat many of them mourned and 
lamented. Notwithstanding the two sheriffs went aside to consult, 
and were determined to have lodged him in the common gaol of the 
town, called Northgate, if the guard had not made earnest intercession Theguara 
for him; who declared at large, how quietly, mildly, and patiently, Sooper 
he had behaved himself in the way; adding thereto, that any child 
might keep him well enough, and that they themselves would rather 
take pains to watch with him, than that he should be sent to the 
common prison. 

So it was determined, at length, he should still remain in Robert 
Ingram’s house; and the sheriffs and the sergeants, and other officers, 

did appoint to watch with him that night themselves. His desire was, 

that he might go to bed that night betimes, saying, that he had many 

things to remember: and so he did at five of the clock, and slept one 

sleep soundly, and bestowed the rest of the night in prayer After y, sena. 
he got up in the morning, he desired that no man should be suffered eth his, 
to come into the chamber, that he might be solitary till the hour of in prayer. 
execution. 
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Mary. About eight o'clock came sir John Bridges, lord Chandos, with a 
“A.D, great band of men, sir Anthony Kingston, sir Edmund Bridges, and 
1555. other commissioners appointed to see execution done. At nine 
Names of © Clock master Hooper was willed to prepare himself to be in a readi- 
mmis ness, for the time was at hand. Immediately he was brought down 
from his chamber by the sheriffs, who were accompanied with bills, 

glaves and weapons. When he saw the multitude of weapons, he 

spake to the sheriffs on this wise: ** Master sheriffs,” said he, “ I am 

no traitor, neither needed you to have made such a business to bring 

me to the place where I must suffer: for if ye had willed me, I would 

have gone alone to the stake, and-have troubled none of you all. 
Afterward, looking upon the multitude of people that were assembled, 

being by estimation to the number of seven thousand (for it was 
market-day, and many also came to see his behaviour towards death), 

Hooper he spake unto those that were about him, saying, “ Alas, why be 
for these people assembled and come together?  Peradventure they 


true doce think to hear something of me now, as they have in times past; but, 

todeat, alas! speech is prohibited me. Notwithstanding, the cause of my 
death is well known unto them. When I was appointed here to be 
their pastor, I preached unto them true and sincere doctrine; and 
that, out of the word of God : because I will not now account the same 
to be heresy and untruth, this kind of death is prepared for me.” 

So he went forward, led between the two sheriffs (as it were a lamb 
to the place of slaughter) in a gown of his host’s, his hat upon his 
head, and a staff in his hand to stay himself withal: for the grief of 
the sciatica, which he had taken in prison, caused him somewhat to 

Fomid- halt. All the way being straitly charged not to speak, he could not 
sock to be perceived once to open his mouth, but beholding the people all the 
we" way, which mourned bitterly for him, he would sometimes lift up his 
His eyes towards heaven, and look very cheerfully upon such as he 
sore knew: and he was never known, during the time of his being amongst 
death. — them, to look with so cheerful and ruddy a countenance as he did at 
Hooper that present. When he came to the place appointed where he should 
ton die, smilingly he beheld the stake and preparation made for him, 
Mar which was near unto the great elm-tree, over against the college of 
dom. priests, where he was wont to preach. The place round about the 
houses, and the boughs of the tree were replenished with people; 
and in the chamber over the college-gate stood the priests of the 
college. 

Then knecled he down (forasmuch as he could not be suffered to 
speak unto the people) to prayer, and beckoned six or seven times 
unto one whom he knew well, to hear the said prayer, to make report 
thereof in time to come (pouring tears upon his shoulders and in his 
bosom), who gave attentive ears unto the same; the which prayer 
he made upon the whole creed, wherein he continued the space of 
half an hour. Now, after he was somewhat entered into his prayer, 

Hoope a box was brought and laid before him upon a stool, with his pardon 
the (orat least-wise it was feigned to be his pardon) from the queen, if 
ados he would turn. At the sight whereof he cried, “If you love my 
soul, away with it! if you love my soul, away with it!” The box 
being taken away, the lord Chandos said, “ Seeing there is no 
remedy, despatch him quickly.” Master Hooper said, “ Good my 


HIS PRAYER, AND CONDUCT AT THE STAKE. 


lord, I trust your lordship will give me leave to make an end of my 
prayers." 

Then said the lord Chandos to sir Edmund Bridges’s son, which 
gave ear before to master Hooper’s prayer at his request, “ Edmund, 
take heed that he do nothing else but pray: if he do, tell me, and 
I shall quickly despatch him." — Whiles this talk was, there stepped 
one or two uncalled, who heard him speak these words following: 


Master Hooper's Prayer. 


Lord (said he) I am hell, but thou art heaven; I am swill and a sink of sin, 
but thou art a gracious God and a merciful Redeemer. Have mercy therefore 
upon me, most miserable and wretched offender, after thy great mercy, and 
according to thine inestimable goodness. Thou that art ascended into heaven, 
receive me, hell, to be partaker of thy joys, where thou sittest in equal glory with 
thy Father. For well knowest thou, Lord, wherefore Iam come hither to 
suffer, and why the wicked do persecute this. thy poor servant; not for my sins 
and transgressions committed against thee, but because I will not allow their 
wicked doings, to the contaminating of thy blood, and to the denial of the 
knowledge of thy truth, wherewith it did please thee, by thy Holy Spirit, to 
instruct me: the which, with as much diligence as a poor wretch might (being 
thereto called), 1 have set forth to thy glory. And well seest thou, my Lord 
and God, what terrible pains and cruel torments be prepared for thy creature: 
such, Lord, as without thy strength none is able to bear, or patiently to pass. 
But all things that are impossible with man, are possible with thee: therefore 
strengthen me of thy goodness, that in the fire I break not the rules of patience ; 
or else assuage the terror of the pains, as shall seem most to thy glory. 


As soon as the mayor had espied these men who made report of the 
former words, they were commanded away, and could not be suffered 
to hear any more. Prayer being done, he prepared himself to the 
stake, and put off his host's gown, and delivered it to the sheriffs, 
requiring them to see it restored unto the owner, and put off the rest 
of his gear, unto his doublet and hose, wherein he would have burned. 
But the sheriffs would not permit that, such was their greediness ; 
unto whose pleasures, good man, he very obediently submitted him- 
self; and his doublet, hose, and waistcoat were taken off. Then, 
being in his shirt, he took a point from his hose himself, and trussed 
his shirt between his legs, where he had a pound of gunpowder in a 
bladder, and under each arm the like quantity, delivered him by the 
guard. So, desicing the people to say the Lord's prayer with him, 
and to pray for him (who performed it with tears, during the time of 
his pains), he went up to the stake. Now when he was at the stake, 
three irons, made to bind him to the stake, were brought; one for 
his neck, another for his middle, and the third for his legs. But he 
refusing them said, “ Ye have no need thus to trouble yourselves ; 
for I doubt not but God will give strength sufficient to abide the 
extremity of the fire, without bands: notwithstanding, suspecting 
the frailty and weakness of the flesh, but having assured confidence 
in God's strength, I am content ye do as ye shall think good.” 

So the hoop of iron prepared for his middle was brought, which 
being made somewhat too short (for his belly was swollen by im- 
prisonment), he shrank, and put in his belly with his hand, until it 
was fastened: and when they offered to have bound his neck and 
legs with the other two hoops of iron, he utterly refused them, and 
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Mary. would have none, saying, “ I am well assured I shall not trouble 

A.D. you." 

1555. Thus being ready, he looked upon all the people, of whom he might 
tne be well seen (for he was both tall, and stogd also on a high stool), 
weeping and beheld round about him: and in every corner there was nothing 
people at to be seen but weeping and sorrowful people. Then, lifting up his 
in. eyes and hands unto heaven, he prayed to himself. By and by, he 

that was appointed to make the fire, came to him, and did ask him 
forgiveness. Of whom he asked why he should forgive him, saying, 
that he knew never any offence he had committed against him. 
* O sir!" said the man, “I am appointed to make the fire.” 
Hefor “< Therein,” said master Hooper, “thou dost nothing offend me; 
execu- God forgive thee thy sins, and do thine office, I pray thee." Then 
toner. the reeds were cast up, and he received two bundles of them in his 
own hands, embraced them, kissed them, and put under either arm 
one of them, and showed with his hand how the rest should be 
bestowed, and pointed to the place where any did lack. 
Fire put Anon commandment was given that the fire should be set to, and 
tn Hoor- go it was. But because there were put to no fewer green faggots 
than two horses could carry upon their backs, it kindled not by and 
by, and was a pretty while also before it took the reeds upon the 
faggots. At length it burned about him, but the wind having full 
strength in that place (it was a lowering and cold morning), it blew 
the flame from him, so that he was in a manner no more but touched 
by the fire. 
Within a space after, a few dry faggots were brought, and a new 
fire kindled with faggots (for there were no more reeds), and that 
. burned at the nether parts, but had small power above, because of 
the wind, saving that it did burn his hair, and scorch his skin a little. 
In the time of which fire, even as at the first flame, he prayed, saying 
mildly and not very loud (but as one without pains), “ O Jesus, the 
Son of David, have mercy upon me, and receive my soul!” After 
the second was spent, he did wipe both his eyes with his hands, and 
He call beholding the people, he said with an indifferent loud voice, “ For 
more fire, God's love, good people, let me have more fire!” And all this while 
his nether parts did burn: for the faggots were so few, that the flame 
did not burn strongly at his upper parts. 

The third fire was kindled within a while after, which was more 
extreme than the other two: and then the bladders of gunpowder 
brake, which did him small good, they were so placed, and the wind 
had such power. In the which fire he prayed with somewhat a loud 

His last voice, * Lord Jesus, have mercy upon me; Lord Jesus, have mercy 
words. upon me: Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” And these were the last 
The words he was heard to utter. But when he was black in the mouth, 
martyr and his tongue swollen, that he could not speak, yet his lips went till 
long tor- they were shrunk to the gums: and he knocked his breast with his 
in the hands, until one of his arms fell off, and then knocked still with the 
' other, what time the fat, water, and blood, dropped out at his fingers’ 
ends, until by renewing of the fire his strength was gone, and his 
hand did cleave fast, in knocking, to the iron upon his breast. So 
immediately, bowing forwards, he yielded up his spirit. 


A new 
fire made. 
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Mary. 
In clarissimi Doctrina et Pietate Viri Johannis Hoperi Martyrium, ` A.D. 
Conradi Gesneri carmen. 1555. 


Aureus Hoperus flammis invictus et igni, 

Atque suum Christum confessus ad ultima vite 
Momenta, integritate sua preeclarus, et ardens 
Exteriüs flammis, divinus martyr at intus 

Eximio fidei fervore accensus, ad astra 

Spiritus ascendit, coelesti luce beatus. 

In terris cineresque manent, et fama corusca, 
Flammz instar lucens, lucebit dum stabit orbis, 
Uteunque immanes borez, magnaeque procellae 
Flatibus adversis tam clarum abrumpere lumen 
Nitantur frustra. Nam, que Deus ipse secundat, 
Quis prohibere queat? mortalia facta sed ultro 
Et commenta ruunt, vastaque voragine sidunt. 
Hoperi exemplo, quotquot spiratis Jesu 
Doctrinam Christi, discrimina temnere vitze, 
Durare, et vosmet rebus servare secundis 

Discite. Namque dabit Deus his meliora; nec auris 
Audiit ulla, oculus vel vidit, sei aeque captus 
Humane mentis potuit complectier unquam, 
Qualia, quanta Deus servet sua bona beatis. 


Thus was he thred quarters of an hour or more in the fire. Even the pa- 


as a lamb, patiently he abode the extremity thereof, neither moving tient end 


forwards, backwards, nor to any side: but, having his nether parts hoy, 
burned, and his bowels fallen out, he died as quietly as a child in his di 
bed. And he now reigneth as a blessed martyr, in the joys of 
heaven prepared for the faithful in Christ, before the foundations of 


the world: for whose constancy all Christians are bound to praise 
God. 


A Letter which Master Hooper did write out of Prison, to certain 
of his Friends. 7 


The grace of God be with you. Amen. I did write unto you of late, and told 
you what extremity the parliament had concluded upon concerning religion, 
suppressing the truth, and setting forth the untruth ; intending to cause all men 
by extremity to forswear themselves, and to take again, for the head of the 
church, him that is neither head nor member of it, but a very enemy, as the The 
word of God and all ancient writers do record: and for lack of law and autho- pope's re- 
rity, they will use force and extremity, which have been the arguments to defend e ndeth 
the pope and popery, since their authority first began in the world. But now is only by 
the time of trial, to see whether we fear more God or man. It was an easy force and 
thing to hold with Christ whilst the prince and world held with him: but now tremity. 
the world hateth him, it is the true trial, who be his. 

Wherefore in the name, and in the virtue, strength, and power, of his holy 
Spirit, prepare yourselves in any case to adversity and constancy. Let us not 
run away when it is most time to fight. Remember none shall be crowned, but Neither 
such as fight manfully; and he that endureth to the end shall be saved. Ye ju feli- 
must now turn all your cogitations from the peril you see, and mark the felicity the mise- 
that followeth the peril; either victory in this world of your enemies, or else a TY of this 
surrender of this life to inherit the everlasting kingdom. Beware of beholding pe looked 
too much the felicity or misery of this world, for the consideration and too earnest upon. 
love or fear of either of them, draweth from God. 

Wherefore think. with yourselves as touching the felicity of the world, it is 
good: but yet none otherwise than it standeth with the favour of God. It is 
to be kept; but yet so far forth as by keeping of it we lose not God. It is good, 
abiding and tarrying still among our friends here: but yet so, that we tarry not 


uu 
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Mary. therewithal in God's displeasure, and hereafter dwell with the devils in fire 
— everlasting. There is nothing under God but may be kept; so that God, being 
A.D. above all things we have, be not lost. 

.1885. ^ Of adversity judge the same. Imprisonment is painful, but yet liberty upon 
Adversity evil conditions is more painful. The prisons stink ; but yet not so much as sweet 
compared houses, where the fear and true honour of God lack. 1 must be alone and soli- 
verity tary: it is better so to be and have God with me, than to be in company with 
the wicked. Loss of goods is great: but loss of God's grace and favour is 
greater. I am a poor simple creature, and cannot tell how to answer before 
Antithe- such a great sort of noble, learned, and wise men: it is better to make answer 
sis be- before the pomp and pride of wicked men, than to stand naked in the sight of 
tween a all heaven and earth before the just God at the latter day. I shall die then by 
Dansim the hands of the cruel man: he is blessed that loseth this life full of miseries, 
this and findeth the life of eternal joys. It is pain and grief to depart from goods 
World and and friends: but yet not so much, as to depart from grace and heaven itself. 
world to Wherefore there is neither felicity nor adversity of this world, that can appear 

come. to be great, if it be weighed with the joys or pains in the world to come. 
I can do no more, but pray for you: do the same for me, for God's sake. 
For my part, I thank the heavenly Father, I have made mine accounts, and 
appointed myself unto the will of the heavenly Father: as he will, so I will, by 
his grace. For God's sake, as soon as ye can, send my poor wife and children 
some letter from you, and my letter also which I sent of late to D***, As it 
was told me she never had letter from me since the coming of M*** S*** unto 
her; the more blame to the messengers, for I have written divers times. ‘Ihe 
Lord comfort them, and provide for them ; for I am able to do nothing in 
Hooper's worldly things. She is a godly and wise woman. If my meaning had been 
commen. accomplished, she should have had necessary things: but what I meant, God 
dation of can perform, to whom I commend both her, and you all. I am a precious 
his wife. jewel now, and daintily kept; never so daintily : for neither mine own man, 
nor any of the servants of the house, may come to me, but my keeper alone, à 
simple rude man, God knoweth ; but I am nothing careful thereof. Fare you 

well. 


The 21st of January, 1555. 
Your bounden, John Hooper. 


Amongst many other memorable acts and notes worthy to be 
remembered in the history of master Hooper, this also is not to be 
forgotten which happened between him and a bragging friar, a little 
after the beginning of his imprisonment: the story whereof here 


followeth. 
Talkbe- A fiiar came from France to England with great vaunt, asking who was the 
Hooper greatest heretic in England: thinking belike to do some great act upon him. 


anda To whom answer was made, that master Hooper had then the greatest name to 
friar in be the chiefest ringleader, who was then in the Fleet. The friar coming to him, 
prison. asked why he was committed to prison. He said, for debt. Nay, said he, it 
Ifthema- was for heresy: which, when the other had denied, ** What sayest thou," quoth 
Mi m he, * to * Hoc est corpus meum ?'" Master Hooper, being partly moved at the 
Christ be Sudden question, desired that he might ask of him another question, which was 
broken in this: What remained after the consecration in the sacrament—any bread, or 
ne aan no? * No bread at all,” saith he. “And when ye break it, what do you break ; 
thenis whether bread or the body ?" said master Hooper, “No bread," said the friar, 
the ‘com- “but the body only.” “If ye do so," said master Hooper, “ye do great injury, 
menter not only to the body of Christ, but also ye break the Scriptures, which say, ‘ Ye 
Goüs shall not break of him one bone,” ete. With that the friar, having nothing 
ren. belike to answer, suddenly recoiled back, and with his circles and his crosses 


began to use exorcism against master Hooper, as though, etc. 


This and more wrote master Hooper to mistress Wilkinson, in a 
letter, which letter was read unto her by John Kelke.! 


1) “John Kelke who is yet alive." See Edition 1570.— Ep, 
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Mary. 
COMPARISON BETWEEN HOOPER AND POLYCARP. A.D. 
1555. 


When I see and behold the great patience of these blessed martyrs 
in our days in their sufferings, so quietly and constantly abiding the 
torments that are ministered unto them of princes for God’s cause ; 
methinks I may well and worthily compare them unto the old mar- 
tyrs of the primitive church : in the number of whom, if comparison 
be to be made between saint and saint, martyr and martyr, with whom 
might I better match this blessed martyr John Hooper, through the 
whole catalogue of the old martyrs, than with Polycarp the ancient 
bishop of Smyrna, of whom Eusebius! maketh mention in the eccle- 
siastical story? For as both agreed together in one kind of punish- 
ment, being both put to the fire, so which of them showed more 
patience and constancy in the time of their suffering, it is hard to be 
said. And though Polycarp, being set in the flame (as the story 
saith), was kept by miracle from the torment of the fire, till he was 
stricken down with weapon, and so despatched: yet Hooper, by no 
less miracle, armed with patience and fervent spirit of God's comfort, 
so quietly despised the violence thereof, as though he had felt little 
more than did Polycarp, in the fire flaming round about him. 

Moreover, as it is written of Polycarp, when he should have been 
tied to the stake, he required to stand untied, saying these words :? 
“ Let me alone I pray you; for he that gave me streugth to come to 
this fire, will also give me patience to abide in the same without your 
tying.” So likewise Hooper, with the like spirit, when he should 
have been tied with three chains to the stake, requiring them to have 
no such mistrust of him, was tied but with one; who, if he had not 
been tied at all, yet, no doubt, would have no less answered to that 
great patience of Polycarp. 

And as the end of them was both much agreeing, so the life of Hooper 
them both was such, as might seem not far discrepant. In teaching, (phe 
alike diligent both; in zeal fervent, in life unspotted, in manners and carp in 
conversation ineulpable: bishops and also martyrs both. Briefly, in ` 
teaching so pithy and fruitful, that as they both were joined together 
in one spirit, so might they be joined in one name together— 
IloAékaproc ; to wit, much fruitful; to which name also ómwpoc is 
not much unlike. In this the martyrdom of master Hooper may 
seem in suffering to go before, though in time it followed the martyr- 
dom of Polycarp, for that he was both longer in prison, and there 
also so cruelly handled by the malice of his keepers, as I think none The crue? 
of the old martyrs ever suffered the like. To this also add, how he handling 
was degraded by Bonner with such contumelies and reproaches, as er. 
T think, in Polycarp’s time, was not used to any. 

And.as we have hitherto compared these two good martyrs together, The ene- 
so now if we should compare the enemies and authors of their death one Hooper 
with the other, we should find no inequality betwixt them both, but ior 
that the adversaries of master Hooper seemed to be more cruel and compared 
unmerciful. For they that put Polycarp to death, yet ministered to "#95 


(1) Euseb. lib. iv. cap. 15. Of the Polycarp read hefore, [vol]. i.—Ep.} - 
(2) ^ Sinite me; qui namque ignem ferre posse.dedif, dabit etiam ut sine vestra clavorum can- 
tione immotus in rogo permaneam.” 
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Mary. hima quick despatch, moved belike by some compassion not to have 
"A.D. him stand in the torment ; whereas the tormentors of master Hooper 
1555. suffered him, without all compassion, to stand three quarters of an 
~~ hour in the fire. And as touching the chief doers and authors of his 
martyrdom, what consul or proconsul was there to be conferred with 
the chancellor here, which brought this martyr to his burning? Let 

this suffice. 
Books This good bishop and servant of God, being in prison, wrote divers 


treatises books and treatises, to the number of twenty-four, whereof some he 


Hooper.” Wrote to the parliament in Latin, and one to the bishop of Chiches- 


ter, Dr. Day: besides he wrote of the sacraments, of the Lord’s 
prayer, and of the ten commandments, with divers others.! 


HERE FOLLOW CERTAIN OF MASTER HOOPER’S LETTERS. 


As you have heard the whole story of the life and martyrdom of 
this good man declared ; so now let us consequently adjoin some 
part of his letters, written in the time of his imprisonment, most 
fruitful and worthy to be read, especially in these dangerous days, of 
all true Christians, who, by true mortification, seek to serve and fol- 
low the Lord through all tempests and storms of this malignant 
world, as by the reading and perusing of the said letters, you shall 
better feel and understand? 


A Letter of Master Hooper to certain godly Professors and Lovers 
of the Truth, instructing them how to behave themselves in that 
woeful Alteration and Change of Religion. 


The grace, mercy, and peace of God the Father, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, be with you, my dear brethren, and with all those that unfeignedly love 
and embrace his holy gospel. Amen. . 

It is told me, that the wicked idol, the mass, is established again by law, and 
passed in the parliament-house. Learn the truth of it, I pray you, and what 
penalty is appointed in the act to such as speak against it; also whether there 
be any compulsion to constrain men to beat it. The statute thoroughly known, 
Such as be abroad and at liberty may provide for themselves, und avoid the 


The fa- danger the better. Doubtless there hath not been seen, before our time, such a 
yourers of parliament as this is, that as many as were suspected to be favourers of God's 


word se- word, should be banished out of both houses. But we must give God thanks 


Cadog e for that truth he hath opened in the time of his blessed servant king Edward 


paria. the Sixth, and pray unto him that we deny it not, nor dishonour it with idola- 
ment, try; but that we may have strength and patience rather to die ten times than 


A to deny him once. Blessed shall we be, if ever God make us worthy of that 


and rea- honour to shed our blood for his name’s sake; and blessed then shall we think 
son. the parents which brought us into the world, that we should, from this mor- 
tality, be carried into immortality. If we follow the commandment of St. Paul, 
that saith, “ If ye then be risen again with Christ, seek those things which are 


(1) In the Latin Edition of the Acts and Monuments (Basil. 1559) some of the writings here re- 
ferred to are extant; they are introduced by a short exhortation to the christian reader, by John 
Foxe, at p. 298. Then follows ** Joannis Hoperi Appellatio ad Parlamentum: ex carcere, Anno 
1554, Mens. August 27." At p.306 is a letter, “ Episcopis, Decanis, Archidiaconis, et czeteris 
cleri ordinibus in Synodo Londinensi congregatis," etc. At p. 309, follows “ Joannis Hoperi de 
sacratissimae ccenze Domini verá doctriná, et legitimo usu, contra Neotericos; ad excelsam Parla- 
menti curiam Anglicanam, illustre cum primis ac divinum monumentum, e carcere conscriptum." 
This treatise contains à preface and three chapters. and occupies from p. 309 to 392, of the Latin 
Edition of Foxe's Ecclesiastical History; nor does it appear that it ever was reprinted. This is 
followed, at p. 392, by a hortatory letter of John Foxe, ** Ad Neotericos ;" then follows, ** Contra 
Transubstantiationem rationes dedustæ ex Joanne Hopero, atque in certas leges et modos artis 
Dialecticze digestze ac comprehensz; per J. F."—Ep. 

(2) More of his letters ye shall read in the book of * Letters of the Martyrs.” 
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above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God ;" 1 we shall neither depart Mary. 
from the vain transitory goods of this world, nor from this wretched and mortal 
life, with so great pains as others do. 

Let us pray to our heavenly Father, that we may know and love his blessed 1555. 
will, and the glorious joy prepared for us in time to come; and that we may He ex- 
know and hate all things contrary to his blessed will, and also the pain pre- horteth 
pared for the wicked in the world to come. There is no better way to be used ihren to 
in this troublesome time for your consolation, than many times to have assemblies resort and 
together of such men and women as be of your religion in Christ; and there to mong 
talk and renew amongst yourselves the truth of your religion, to see what ye be them- 
by the word of God, and to remember what ye were before ye came to the Selves to 
knowledge thereof; to weigh and confer the dreams and false lies of the gener 
preachers that now preach, with the word of God that retaineth all truth: and 
by such talk and familiar resorting together, ye shall the better find out all their 
lies that now go about to deceive you, and also both know and love the truth 
that God hath opened tous. It is much requisite, that the members of Christ Confer 
comfort one another, make prayers together, confer one with another: so shall among 
ye be the stronger, and God's Spirit shall not be absent from you, but in the brethren 
midst of you, to teach you, to comfort you, to make vou wise in all godly things, abe. 
patient in adversity, and strong in persecution. 

Ye see how the congregation of the wicked, by helping one another, make 

their wicked religion and themselves strong against God's truth and his people. 
If ye may have some learned man, that can, out of the Scriptures, speak unto 
you of faith, and true honouring of God; also that can show you the descent of 
Christ's church from the beginning of it until this day, that ye may perceive, by 
the life of our forefathers, these two things; the one, that Christ's words, which 
said that all his must suffer persecution and trouble in the world, be true; the 
other, that none of all his, before our time, escaped trouble—then shall ye per- 
ceive, that it is but a folly for one that professeth Christ truly, to look for the 
love of the world. 

Thus shall ye learn to bear trouble, and to exercise your religion, and feel 
indeed that Christ's words be true, “ In the world, ye shall suffer persecution.” 2 
And when ye shall feel your religion indeed, say, “ Ye be no better than your 
forefathers;” but be glad, that ye may be counted worthy soldiers for this war. 

And pray God when ye come together, that he will use and order you and your Three 
doings to these three ends, which ye must take heed to: the first, that ye things to 
glorify God; the next, that ye edify the church and congregation ; the third, heed to. 
that ye profit your own souls, . 

In all your doings beware ye be not deceived. For although this time be not Faith 
yet so bloody and tyrannous as the time of our forefathers, that could not bear more 
the name of Christ without danger of life and goods; yet is our time more now than 
perilous both for body and soul. Therefore of us Christ said, “Think ye, when in the old 
the Son of man cometh, he shall find faith upon the earth ?"? He said not, dert 
Think ye, he shall find any man or woman christened, and in name a Christian? rants. 
But he spake of the faith that saveth the christian man in Christ. And doubt- 
less the scarcity of faith is now more (and will, I fear, increase) than it was in 
the time of the greatest tyrants that ever were; and no marvel why. Read the 
sixth chapter of St. John’s Revelation, and ye shall perceive, amongst other The pale 
things, that at the opening of the fourth seal came out a pale horse, “ and he horse in 
that sat upon him was called Death, and hell followed him.” This horse, is the valypse. 
time wherein hypocrites and dissemblers entered into the church under the pre- More 
tence of true religion, as monks, friars, nuns, massing-priests, with such others, souls by 
that hath killed more souls with heresy and superstition, than all the tyrants monks 
that ever were, who killed bodies by fire, sword, or banishment, as it appeareth andftiars, 
by his name that sitteth upon the horse, who is called Death: for all souls that pan by 
leave Christ, and trust to these hypocrites, live to the devil in everlasting pain, tyrants. 
as is declared by him that followeth the pale horse which is hell. 

These pretensed and pale hypocrites have stirred the earthquakes, that is to The sixth 
wit, the princes of the world, against Christ’s church ; and have also darkened chapter of 
the sun, and made the moon bloody, and have caused the stars to fall from calypee 
heaven: that is to say, have darkened with mists, and daily do darken (as ye opened. 
hear by their sermons), the clear sun of God’s most pure word. The moon, 


(1) Colos. iii. (2) John x. (3) Luke xviii. 


661 
Mary. 


A.D. 
1555. 


Commis- 
sion given 
out for 
Hooper 
and other 
to dispute 
at Cam- 
bridge. 


The coun- 
sel of 
Hooper, 
how and 
upou 
what cau- 
tions to 
dispute 
with the 
adversa- 
ries. 


CERTAIN GODLY AND COMFORTABLE LETTERS 


which be God's true preachers, which fetch only light at the sun of God's word, 
are turned into blood, prisons, and chains, that their light cannot shine unto the 
world as they would: whereupon it cometh to pass, that the stars, that is to say, 
christian people, fall from heaven, that is to wit, from God's most true word to 
hypocrisy, most devilish superstition, and idolatry. Let some learned man 
show you all the articles of your belief and monument of christian faith, from 
the time of Christ hitherto, and ye shall perceive that there was never mention 
of such articles as these hypocrites teach. God bless you, and pray for me as 
I do for yon. 
Out of the Fleet, by your brother in Christ, 
John Hooper. 


To Master Ferrar, Bishop of St. David's, Dr. Taylor, Master Brad- 
ford, and Master Philpot, Prisoners in the King’s Bench in 
Southwark. 


The grace of God be with you, Amen. I am advertised by divers, as well 
such as love the truth, as also by such as yet be not come unto it, that ye and I 
shall be carried shortly to Cambridge, there to dispute for the faith, and for the 
religion of Christ (which is most true) that we have and do profess. I am (as 
I doubt not ye be) in Christ ready, not only to go to Cambridge, but also to 
suffer, by God's help, death itself in the maintenance thereof. Weston and his 
complices have obtained forth the commission already ; and speedily, most like, 
he will put it in execution. Wherefore, dear brethren, ] do advertise you of 
the thing before, for divers causes. The one to comfort you in the Lord, that 
the time draweth near and is at hand, that we shall testify before God's enemies 
God's truth: the next, that ye should prepare yourselves the better for it: the 
third, to show you what ways I think ourselves were best to use in this matter, 
and also to hear of you your better advice, if mine be not good. Ye know 
such as shall be censors and judges over us breathe and thirst for our blood; 
and whether we, by God's help, overcome after the word of God, or by force 
and subtlety of our adversaries be overcome, this will be the conclusion: our 
adversaries will say, they overeome; and ye perceive how they report of those 
great learned men and godly personages at Oxford. 

Wherefore I mind never to answer them, except I have books present, 
because they use not only false allegation of the doctors, but also a piece of the 
doctors against the whole course of the doctors' mind. The next, that we may 
have sworn notaries, to take things spoken indifferently: which will be very 
hard to have, for the adversaries will have the oversight of all things, and then 
make theirs better than it was; and ours worse than it was. Then, if we see 
that two or three, or more, will speak together, or with scoffs and taunts illude 
and mock us; I suppose it were best to appeal, to be heard before the queen 
and the whole council, and that would much set forth the glory of God, For 
many of them know already the truth, many of them err rather of zeal than 
malice, and the others that be indurate should be answered fully to their shame, 
I doubt not; although to our smart and blood-shedding. For of this f£ am 
assured, that the commissioners appointed to hear us and judge us, mean 
nothing less than to hear the cause indifferently; for they be enemies unto us 
and our cause, and be at a point already to give sentence against us: so that if 
it were possible, with St. Stephen, to speak so that they could not resist us, or 
to use such silence and patience as Christ did, they will proceed to revenging. 

Wherefore, my dear brethren in the mercy of Jesus Christ, I would be glad 
to know your advice this day or to-morrow; for shortly we shall begone, and I 
verily suppose that we shall not company together, but be kept one abroad from 
another. They will deny our appeal, yet let us challenge the appeal, and take 
witness thereof, of such as be present, and require for indifferency of hearing 
and judgment, to be heard either before the queen and the council, or else 
before all the parliament, as they were used in king Edward's days. Further, 
for my part I will require both books and time to answer. We have been pri- 
soners now three quarters of a year, and have lacked our books; and our me- 
mories, by close keeping and ingratitude of their parts, be not so present and 
quick as theirs be. I trust God will be with us, yea, I doubt not but he will, 
and teach us to do all things in his cause godly and constantly. If our adver- 
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saries, that shall be our judges, may have their purpose, we shall dispute one Mary. 
day, be condemned the next day, and suffer the third day. And yet is there 
no law to condemn us (as far as I know), and so one of the Convocation-house " 
said this week to Dr. Weston. To whom Weston made this answer, “ It forceth 1555. 
not,” quoth he, “for a law: we have commission to proceed with them. When The pa- 


they be despatched, let their friends sue the law." pists pro- 
Now, how soon a man may have such a commission at my lord chancellor's 52... ay 


hand, you know. It is as hard to be obtained as an indictment for Christ at order and 
Caiaphas's hand. Besides that the bishops, having the queen so upon their sides, 12W- 
may do all things both without the advice, and also the knowledge of the rest 
of the lords of the temporality ; who, at this present, have found out the mark 
that the bishop shot at, and doubtless be not pleased with their doings. I pray 
you help, that our brother Saunders, and the rest in the Marshalsea, may under- 
stand these things, and send me your answer betime. “Judas sleepeth not; 
neither know we the day nor the hour."! “ The Lord Jesus Christ with his holy 
Spirit, comfort and strengthen us all. Amen." ? 
May 6, anno 1554. 
Yours, and with you unto death, in Christ, 
John Hooper. 


An Exhortation to Patience, sent to his godly Wife Anne Hooper; 
whereby all the true Members of Christ may take Comfort and 
Courage to suffer Trouble and Affliction for the Profession of his 
holy Gospel. 


Our Saviour Jesus Christ—dearly beloved, and my godly wife—in St. Mat- 
thew’s gospel said to his disciples, “ That it was necessary scandals should 
come:;"? and that they could not be avoided, he perceived as well by the con- 
dition of those that should perish and be lost for ever in the world to come, as 
also by their affliction that should he saved. For he saw the greatest part of 
the people should contemn and neglect whatsoever true doctrine or godly ways 
should be showed unto them, or else receive and use it as they thought good to 
serve their pleasures, without any profit to their souls at all, not caring whether 
they lived as they were commanded by God's word or not; but would think it suf- 
ficient to be counted to have the name of a christian man, with such works and 
fruits of his profession and Christianity, as his fathers and elders, after their custom 
and manner, esteem and take to be good fruits and faithful works; and will not 
try them by the word of God atall. These men, by the just judgment of God, be 
delivered unto the craft and subtilty of the devil,* that they may be kept by one 
scandalous stumbling-block or other, that they never come unto Christ, who 
came to save those that were lost; as ye may see how God delivereth wicked 
men up unto their own lusts,’ to do one mischief after another; careless, until 
they come into a reprobate mind, that forgetteth itself, and cannot know what 
is expedient to be done, or to be left undone; because they close their eyes, 
and will not see the light of God’s word offered unto them: and being thus 
blinded, they prefer their own vanities before the truth of God’s word. Where 
such corrupt minds be, there is also corrupt election and choice of God’s honour: 
so that the mind of man taketh falsehood for truth, superstition for true religion, Error 
death for life, damnation for salvation, hell for heaven, and persecution of taken for 
Christ’s members for God's service and honour. And as these men wilfully persecu- 
and voluntarily reject the word of God, even so God most justly delivereth them tion for 
into the blindness of mind and hardness of heart, that they cannot understand, God's ser- 
nor yet consent to, any thing that God would have preached, and set forth to 
his glory, after his own will and word: wherefore they hate it mortally, and of 
all things most detest God's holy word. And as the devil hath entered into 
their hearts, that they themselves cannot nor will not come to Christ, to be 
instructed by his holy word: even so can they not abide any other man, to be 
2 christian man, and to lead his life after the word of God; but hate him, per- 
secute him, rob him, imprison him, yea, and kill him, whether it be man or 
woman, if God suffer it. And so much are these wicked men blinded, that they 

(1) “ Judas non dormit; nec scimus diem neque horam.” 


(2) “ Dominus Jesus Christus suo sancto numine nos omnes consoletur et adjuvet. Amen.” 
(3) Matt. xviii. (4) Matt. xxiv. (5) Rom. i. 24. 1 Thes. ii. (6) John viii. 9 
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pass off no law, whether it be God’s or man’s, but persecute such as never 
offended; yea, do evil to those that have prayed daily for them, and wish them 
God’s grace. . 

In their Pharaonical and blind fury they have no respect to nature. For the 
brother persecuteth the brother, the father the son; and most dear friends, in 
devilish slander and offence, are become most mortal enemies. And no marvel; 
for when they have chosen sundry masters, the one the devil, the other God, 
the one shall agree with the other, as God and the devil agree between them- 
selves. For this cause (that the more part of the world doth use to serve the 
devil under cloaked hypocrisy of God's title) Christ said, “ It is expedient and 
necessary, that scandals should come ;"? and many means be devised to keep 
the little babes of Christ from the heavenly Father: but Christ saith, “ Woe be 
unto him, by whom the offence cometh.” ` Yet is there no remedy, man being 
of such corruption and hatred towards God, but that the evil shall’ be deceived, 
and persecute the good; and the good shall understand the truth, and suffer 
persecution for it, unto the world’s end: * For as he that was born after the 
flesh, persecuted in times past him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is 
now."? Therefore, forsomuch as we live in this life amongst so many great 
perils and dangers, we must be well assured by God’s word how to bear them, 
and how patiently to take them as they be sent to us from God. We must also 
assure ourselves, that there is no other remedy for Christians in the time of 
trouble, than Christ himself hath appointed us. In St. Luke he giveth us this 
commandment: “ Ye shall possess your lives in patience,”? saith he. In the 
which words he giveth us both commandment what to do, and also great 
comfort and consolation in all troubles. He showeth what is to be done, 
and what is to be hoped for, in troubles. And, when troubles happen. 
he biddeth us be patient, and in no case violently nor seditiously to resist 
our persecutors:+ because God hath such care and charge of us, that he 
will keep in the midst of all troubles the very hairs of our head, so that one of 
them shall not fall away without the will and pleasure of our heavenly Father. 
Whether the hair, therefore, tarry on the head, or fall from the head, it is the 
will of the Father. And seeing he hath such care for the hairs of our head, 
how much more doth he care for our life itself? Wherefore let God's adver- 
saries do what they list, whether they take life or take it not, they can do us no 
hurt: for their cruelty hath no further power than God permitteth them; and 
that which cometh unto us by the will of our heavenly Father can be no harm, 
no loss, neither destruction unto us; but rather gain, wealth, and felicity. For 
all troubles and adversity that chance to such as be of God, by the will of the 
heavenly Father, can be none other but gain and advantage. 

That the spirit of man may feel these consolations, the giver of them the 
heavenly Father must be prayed unto for the merits of Christ’s passion : for it 
is not the nature of man that can be contented, until it be regenerated and 
possessed with God’s Spirit, to bear patiently the troubles of the mind or of the 
body.S When the mind and heart of a man seeth on every side sorrow and 
heaviness, and the worldly eye beholdeth nothing but such things as be 
troublous and wholly bent to rob the poor of that he hath, and also to take 
from him his life: except the man weigh these brittle and uncertain treasures 
that be taken from him, with the riches of the life to come; and this life of the 
body, with the life in Christ’s precious blood; and so, for the love and certainty 
of the heavenly joys, contemn all things present—doubtless he shall never be 
able to bear the loss of goods, life, or any other thing of this world. 

, Therefore St. Paul giveth a godly and necessary lesson to all men in this 
short and transitory life, and therein showeth how a man may best bear the 
iniquities and troubles of this world: “Jf ye be risen again with Christ,” saith 
he, “seek the things which are above; where Christ sitteth at the right hand 
of God the Father.”6 Wherefore, the christian man’s faith must be always 
upon the resurrection of Christ, when he is in trouble; and in that glorious 
resurrection he shall not only see continual and perpetual joy and consolation, 
but also the victory and triumph over all persecution, trouble, sin, death, hell, 
the devil, and all other tyrants and persecutors of Christ and of Christ’s people: 
the tears and weeping of the faithful dried up; their wounds healed; their 


(1) Matt. xviii, . (2) Gen. xxi. Gal iv. (3) Luke xxi. 
(4) Rom. viii. (5) James i, 1 Cor. viii. 1. (6) Coloss. iii. 
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bodies made immortal in joy; their souls for ever praising the Lord, in con- Mary. 
junction and society everlasting with the blessed company of God's elect, in — —— 
perpetualjoy. But the words of St. Paulin that place, if they be not marked, 

shail do little profit to the reader or hearer, and give him no patience at all in 1555. 
this impatient and cruel world. 

In this first part St. Paul commandeth us, “ to think or set our affections on Two 
things that are above.” When he biddeth us seek the things that are above, things 
he requireth that our minds never cease from prayer and study in God’s word, Tnanded 
until we see, know, and understand, the vanities of this world; the shortness by Paul, 
and misery of this life, and the treasures of the world to come; the immor- yoting to 
tality thereof, the joys of that life; and so never cease seeking, until such time lossians. 
as we know certainly and be persuaded, what a blessed man he is, that seeketh 
the one and findeth it, and careth not for the other though he lose it. And in 
seeking, to have right judgment between the life present and the life to come, 
we shall find how little the pains, imprisonment, slanders, lies, and death itself 
is, in this world, in respect of pains everlasting, the prison infernal, and 
dungeon of hell, the sentence of God's just judgment, and everlasting death. 

When a man hath, by seeking the word of God, found out what the things 
above be, then must he (as St, Paul saith) set his affections upon them. And 
this commandment is more hard than the other. For man's knowledge many 
times seeth the best, and knoweth that there is a life to come, better than this 
life present; as you may see how, daily, men and women can praise and com- 
mend, yea and wish for, heaven, and to be at rest there, yet they set not their 
affection upon it: they do more affect and love indeed a trifle of nothing in this 
world that pleaseth their affection, than the treasure of all treasures in heaven, 
which their own judgment saith is better than all worldly things. “ Wherefore 
we must set our affections upon the things that be above; that is to say, when 
any thing, worse than heaven, upon the earth, offereth itself to be ours, if we 
will give our good wills to it, and love it in our hearts, then ought we to see, by 
the judgment of God's word, whether we may have the world without offence 
of God, and such things as be for this worldly life without his displeasure. If 
we cannot, St. Paul’s commandment must take place, “ Set your affections on 
things that are above.” If the riches of this world may not be gotten nor kept 
by God’s law, neither our lives be continued without the denial of his honour, 
we must set our affection upon the riches and life that is above, and not upon 
things that be on the earth. Therefore this second commandment of St. Paul How zs of 
requireth, that as our minds judge heavenly things to be better than things upon this world 
the earth, and the life to come better than the life present: so we should choose may be 
them before other, and prefer them, and have such affection to the best, that in eh and 
no case we set the worst before it, as the most part of the world doth and hath how not 
done; for they choose the best and approve it, and yet follow the worst. 

But these things, my godly wife, require rather cogitation, meditation, and scrip- 
prayer; than words or talk. They be easy to be spoken of, but not so easy wares be 
to be used and practised. Wherefore, seeing they be God's gifts, and none of mused 
ours, to have as our own when we would, we must seek them at our heavenly upon, ra- 
Father’s hand, who seeth, and is privy how poor and wretched we be, and how ther than 
naked, how spoiled and destitute of all his blessed gifts we be, by reason of sin. upon. 
He did command therefore his disciples! when he showed them that they 
should take patiently the state of this present life, full of troubles and perse- 
cution, to pray that they might well escape those troubles that were to come, 
and be able to stand before the Son of man. When you find yourself too much 
oppressed (as every man shall be sometimes with the fear of God's judgment), 
use the seventy-seventh Psalm that beginneth, * I will cry unto God with my 
voice, and he shall hearken unto me:" in which Psalm is both godly doctrine 
and great consolation unto the man or woman that is in anguish of mind. 

Use also in such trouble the eighty-eighth Psalm, wherein is contained the 
prayer of a man that was brought into extreme anguish and misery, and being 
vexed with adversaries and persecutions, saw nothing but death and hell. And 
although he felt in himself, that he had not only man, but also God angry to- 
wards him, yet he by prayer, humbly resorted unto God, as the only port of 
consolation, and, in the midst of his desperate state of trouble, put the hope of 
his salvation in him, whom he felt his enemy.  Howbeit no man of himself can 


(1) Matt. xxiv, Luke xxi. 
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do this; but the Spirit of God, that striketh the man's heart with fear—prayeth 
for the man stricken and feared,’ with unspeakable groanings. And when you 
feel yourself, or know any other, oppressed after such sort, be glad; for, after 
that God hath made you to know what you be of yourself, he will doubtless 
show you comfort, and declare unto you what you be in Christ his only Son; 
and use prayer often, for that is the means whereby God will be sought unto for 
his gifts. These Psalms be for the purpose, when the mind can take no under- 
standing, nor the heart any joy, of God's promises: and therefore were the 
sixth, twenty-second, thirtieth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and sixty-ninth Psalms 
also made, from the which you shall learn both patience and consolation.' Re- 
member, that although your life (as all Christian men’s be) be hid, and 
appeareth not what it is, yet it is safe (as St. Paul saith) with God in Christ: 
and when Christ shall appear, then shall our lives be made open with him in 
glory. But, in the mean time, with seeking and setting our affections upon 
the things that be above, we must patiently suffer whatsoever God shall send 
unto us in this mortal life. Notwithstanding, it might fortune that some 
would say, ** Who is so perfect, that can let all things pass as they come, and 
have no care of them; suffer all things, and feel nothing; be tempted of the 
devil, the world, and the flesh, and be not troubled?” Verily no man living. 
But this I say, that, in the strength of Jesus Christ things that come may pass 
with care, for we be worldly ; and yet are we not carried with them from Christ, 
for we be in him godly. We may suffer things, and feel them as mortal men, 
yet bear them and overcome them as christian men. We may be tempted of 
the devil, the flesh, and the world ; but yet, although those things pinch, they 
do not pierce, aud, although they work sin in us, yet in Christ no damnation to 
those that be grafted in him. Hereof may the christian man learn both conso- 
lation and patience:? consolation, in that he is compelled both in his body and 
goods to feel pain and loss; and in the soul heaviness and anguish of mind: 
howbeit none of them both shall separate him from the love that God beareth 
him in Christ. He may learn patience, forasmuch as his enemies both of body 
and soul, and the pains also they vex us withal for the time, if they tarry with 
us as long as we live, yet, when death cometh, they shall avoid, and give 
place to such joys as be prepared for us in Christ: for no pains of the world be 
perpetual, and whether they shall afflict us for all the time of our mortal life, 
we know not; for they be servants of God to go and come, as he commandeth 
them. But we must take heed we meddle not forcibly nor seditiously to put 
away the persecution appointed unto us by God. Remember Christ's saying, 
“ Possess you yourlives by your patience."* And in this commandment God re- 
quireth of every man and woman this patient obedience. He saith not, it is 
sufficient that other holy patriarchs, prophets, apostles, evangelists, and martyrs, 
continued their lives in patience, and patient suffering the trouble of this world ; 
but Christ saith to every one of his people, * By your own patience, ye shall 
continue your life:” not that man hath patience in himself, but that he must 
have it for himself of God, the only giver of it, if he purpose to be a godly man. 
Now, therefore, as our profession and religion requireth patience outwardly, 
without resistance and force ; so requireth it patience of the mind, and not to be 
angry with God, although he use us, that be his own creatures, as him listeth. 
We may not also murmur against God, but say always, his judgments be 
right and just—and rejoice that it pleaseth him by troubles to use us, as he used 
heretofore such as he most loved in this world; and have a singular care to this 
commandment, ** Gaudete et exultate," “ Be glad and rejoice;" for he showeth 
great cause why: * Your reward,” saith he, “is great in heaven."5 These 
promises of him that is the truth itself shall, by God's grace, work both conso- 
lation and patience in the afflicted christian person. And when our Saviour 
Christ hath willed men in trouble to be content and patient, because God, in 
the end of trouble, in Christ hath ordained eternal consolation ; he useth also 
to take from us all shame and rebuke, as though it were not an honour to suffer 
for Christ, because the wicked world doth curse and abhor such poor troubled 
Christians. Wherefore Christ placeth all his honourably, and saith, “ Even so 
persecuted they the prophets that were before you.”® We may also see with 
whom the afflicted for Christ's sake be esteemed, by St. Paul to the Hebrews,” 


(1) Rom. viii (2) Read also Eccles. iv. and Colos. iii, (3) Rom. viii. 
(4) Luke xxi. (5) Matt. vii. (6) Matt. v. (7) Heb. xi. 
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whereas the number of the blessed and glorious company of saints appear now Mary. 
to our faith in heaven, in joy : yet, in the letter, for the time of this life, in such 
pains and contempt as was never more. Let us therefore consider both them, A.D. 
and all other things of the world since the fall of man, and we shall perceive _15 5. 
nothing to come to perfection, but with such confusion and disorder to the eye 

of the world, as though things were rather lost for ever, than like to come to any 
perfection at all. For of godly men, who ever came to heaven (no not Christ 
himself) until such time as the world bad thought verily, that both he and all 

his had been clean destroyed and cast away? as the wise man saith of the 

wicked people, ** We thought them to be fools, but they be in peace."1 

We may learn by things that nourish and maintain us, both meat and drink, Example 
what loathsomeness and (in manner) abhorring they comewunto, before they taken out 
work their perfection in us. From life they are brought to the fire, and clean meat and 
altered trom that they were when they were alive; fror the fire to the trencher drink, 
and knife, and all-to-hacked; from the trencher to the mouth, and as small how " 
ground as the teeth can grind them; and from the mouth into the stomach, and never 
there so boiled and digested before they nourish, that whosoever saw the same, come to 
would loathe and abhor his own nourishment, before it come to his perfection. fheir per- 

Is it then any marvel if such Christians as God delighteth in, be so mangled before 
and defaced in this world, which is the kitehen and mill to boil and grind the they pe 
flesh of God's people in, till they achieve their perfection in the world to come? wasted, 
And as a man looketh for the nutriment of his meat when it is full digested, 
and not before: so must he look for his salvation when he hath passed this 
troublous world, and not before. Raw flesh is not meat wholesome for man . Unmorn- 
and unmortified men and women be not creatures meet for God. Therefore fied men 
Christ saith, that his people must be broken, and all-to-be-torn in the mill of be no P e 
this world; and so shall they be most fine meal unto the heavenly Father.? And God. 
it shall be a christian man's part, aud the duty of a mind replenished with the 
Spirit of God, to mark the order of God in all his things; how he dealeth with 
them, and how they suffer, and be content to let God do his will upon them, 
as St. Paul saith: “They wait until the number of the elect be fulfilled, and 
never be at rest, but look for the time when God's people shall appear in glory."? 

We must therefore patiently suffer, and willingly attend upon God's doings, Example 
although they seem clean contrary, after our judgment, to our wealth and salva- of Abra- 
tion; as Abraham did, when he was bid to offer his son Isaac, in whom God pro- !?"'- 
mised the blessing and multiplying of his seed. Joseph at the last came to that Example 
which God promised him, although in the mean time, after the judgment of the 9f Joseph. 
world, he was never like to be (as God said he should be) * lord over his bre- 
thren." When Christ would make the blind man to see, he put clay upon his 
eyes,* which, after the judgment of man, was a means rather to make him 
doubly blind, than to give him his sight; but he obeyed, and knew that God 
could work his desire, what means soever he used contrary to man's reason. 

And as touching this world, he useth all his after the same sort.5 Ifany smart, Judg- 
his people be the first; if any suffer shame, they begin; if any be subject to peot first 
slander, it is those that he loveth; so that he showeth no face or favour, nor with the 
love almost in this world outwardly to them, but layeth clay upon their sore house of 
eyes that be sorrowful: yet the patient man seeth, as St. Paul saith,® life hid God. 
under these miseries and adversities, and sight under foul clay; and in the 

mean time he hath the testimony of a good conscience, and believeth God's pro- 

mises to be his consolation in the world to come; which is more worth unto 

him, than all the world is worth besides: and blessed is that man in whom 

God's Spirit beareth record, that he is the Son of God,’ whatsoever troubles he 

suffer in this troublesome world. ' 

And to judge things indifferently, my good wife, the troubles be not yet 
generally, as they were in our good fathers’ time, soon after the death and 
resurrection of our Saviour Jesus Christ, whereof he spake in St. Matthew :? of 
the which place you and I have taken many times great consolation, and espe- 
cially of the latter part of the chapter, wherein is contained the last day and 
end of all troubles (I doubt not) both for you and me, and for such as love the 
coming of our Saviour Christ to judgment. Remember therefore that place, 
and mark it again, and ye shall in this time see this great consolation, and also 


0) Wisd. v. (2) Matt. x. (3) Rom. viii. (4) John ix. 
(5) 1 Pet. iv. (6) Coloss. iii. (7) Rom. viii. (8) Matt. xxiv. 
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learn much patience. Were there ever such troubles, as Christ threatened 
upon Jerusalem? Was there since the beginning of the world such affliction ? 
Who was then best at ease? The apostles that suffered in body persecution, 
and gathered of it ease and quietness in the promises of God. And no marvel, 
for Christ saith, ** Lift up your heads, for your redemption is at hand," 1 that is 
to say, your eternal rest approacheth and draweth near. The world is stark 
blind, and more foolish than foolishness itself, and so be the people of the world. 
For when God saith, ‘ Trouble shall come,” they will have ease. And when 
God saith, “ Be merry and rejoice in trouble,” we lament and mourn, as though 
we were cast-a-ways. But this our flesh (which is never merry with virtue, 
nor sorry with vice; never laugheth with grace, nor ever weepeth with sin) 
holdeth fast with the world, and letteth God slip. But, my dearly beloved wife, 
you know how to perceive and to beware of the vanity and crafts of the devil 
well enough in Christ. And that ye may the better have patience in the Spirit 
of God, read again the twenty-fourth chapter of St. Matthew, and mark what 
difference is between the destruction of Jerusalem, and the destruction of the 
whole world, and you shall see, that then here were left alive many offenders 
to repent: but, at the latter day, there shall be absolute judgment, and sen- 
tence (never to be revoked), of eternal life and eternal death upon all men; and 
yet, towards the end of the world, we have nothing so much extremity as they 
had then, but even as we be able to bear. So doth the merciful Father lay 
upon us now imprisonment (and I suppose, for my part, shortly death) ; now 
spoil of goods, loss of friends, and the greatest loss of all, the knowledge of ' 
God's word. God's will be done. I wish in Christ Jesus our only Mediator 
and Saviour, your constancy and consolation, that you may live for ever and 
ever, whereof in Christ 1 doubt not; to whom, for his most blessed and painful 
passion, I commit you. Amen. 
October 13, a. pn. 1553. 


To a certain godly Woman, instructing her how she should behave 
herself in the time of her Widowhood. 


The grace of God, and the comfort of his holy Spirit be with you, and all 
them that unfeignedly love his holy gospel. Amen. 

I thank you, dear sister, for your most loving remembrance; and, although 
I cannot recompense the same, yet do I wish with all my heart, that God would 
do it, requiring you not to forget your duty towards God in these perilous days, 
in the which the Lord will try us. I trust you do increase, by reading of the 
Scriptures, the knowledge you have of God; and that you diligently apply your- 
self to follow the same: for the knowledge helpeth not, except the life be 
according thereunto. Further, I do heartily pray you, to consider the state of 
your widowhood, and if God shall put in your mind to change it, remember the 
saying of St. Paul, * It is lawful for the widow or maiden to marry to whom 
they list, so it be in the Lord ;"? that is to say, to such an one as is of Christ's 
religion. Dearly beloved in Christ, remember these words, for you shall find 
thereby great joy and comfort, if you change your state. Whereof I will, when 
I have better leisure (as now I have none at all), further advertise you. In 
the mean time I commend you to God, and the guiding of his good Spirit, who 
stablish and confirm you in all well-doing, and keep you blameless to the day 
of the Lord! Watch and pray, for this day is at hand. 

Yours assured in Christ, 
John Hooper. 


To all my dear Brethren, my Relievers and Helpers in the City 
of London. 


The grace of God be with’ you, Amen. I have received from you, dearly 
beloved in our Saviour Jesus Christ, by the hands of my servant William 
Downton, your liberality, for the which 1 most heartily thank you, and I praise 
God highly in you and for you, who hath moved your hearts to show this kind- 
ness towards me; praying him to preserve you from all famine, scarcity, and 
lack of the truth of his word, which is the lively food of your souls, as you pre- 


(1) Luke xxi. (2) 1 Cor. vii. 
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serve my body from hunger, and other necessities which should happen unto Mary. 
me; were it not cared for by the benevolence and charity of godly people. 
Such as have taken all worldly goods and lands from me, and spoiled me of all A.D. 
that I had, have imprisoned my body, and appointed not one halfpenny to feed 1555. 
or relieve me withal: but I do forgive them and pray for them daily in my The 
poor prayer unto God; and from my heart I wish their salvation, and quietly christian 
and patiently bear their injuries, wishing no further extremity to be used towards Hover of 
us. Yet, if the contrary seem best unto our heavenly Father, I have made my to his 
reckoning, and fully resolved myself to suffer the uttermost that they are able enemies. 
to do against me, yea death itself, by the aid of Christ Jesus, who died the most 

vile death of the cross for. us wretches and miserable sinners. But of this I am Hooper 
assured, that the wicked world, with all its force and power, shall not touch one fully re- 
of the hairs of our heads without leave and license of our heavenly Father, solved to 
whose will be done in all things. If he will life, life be it: if he will death, 

death be it. Only we pray, that our wills may be subject unto his will; and 

then, although both we and all the world see none other thing but death, yet if 

he think life best, we shall not die—no, although the sword be drawn out over 

our heads: as Abraham thought to kill his son Isaac, yet, when God perceived 

that Abraham had surrendered his will to God's will, and was content to kill 

his son, God then saved his son. 

Dearly beloved, if we be contented to obey God's will, and for his command- God's 
ment's sake to surrender our goods and our lives to be at his pleasure, it maketh Will to be 
no matter whether we keep goods and life, or lose them. Nothing can hurt us obe khi 
that is taken from us for God's cause, nor can any thing at length do us good, things. 
that is preserved contrary unto God's commandment. Let us wholly suffer 
God to use us and ours after his holy wisdom, and beware we neither use nor 
govern ourselves contrary to his will by our own wisdom: for if we do, our 
wisdom will at length prove foolishness. It is kept to no good purpose, that 
we keep contrary unto his commandments. That can by no means be taken 
from us, which he would should tarry with us. He is no good Christian that 
ruleth himself and his, as worldly means serve: for he that so doth, shall 
have as many changes as chance in the world, To-day with the world he shall Difer- 
like and praise the truth of God; to-morrow as the world will, so will he like enoe be- 
and praise the falsehood of man: to-day with Christ, and to-morrow with Anti- the true 
christ. Wherefore, dear brethren, as touching your behaviour towards God, Christian 
use both your inward spirits and your outward bodies, your inward and your 274i" 


world- 
outward man (I say), not after the manner of men, but after the infallible word ling. 


of God. 

Refrain from evil in both; and glorify your heavenly Father in both. For Both in- 
if ye think ye can inwardly in the heart serve him, and yet outwardly serve Wardman 
with the world, in external service, the thing that is not God, ye deceive your- wara man 
selves; for hoth the body and the soul must together concur in the honour of must 
God, as St. Paul plainly teacheth.! For if an honest wife be bound to give inc 
both heart and body to faith and service in marriage, and if an honest wife’s honour 
faith in the heart cannot stand with an unchaste or defiled body outwardly ; ^f God. 
much less can the true faith of a Christian, in the service of Christianity, stand 
with the bodily service of external idolatry : for the mystery of marriage is not 
so honourable between man and wife, as it is between Christ and every chris- 
tian man, as St. Paul saith. 

Therefore, dear brethren, pray to the heavenly Father, that as he spared not 
the soul nor the body of his dearly beloved Son, but applied both of them with 
extreme pain, to work our salvation both of body and soul; so he will give us 
all grace to apply our bodies and souls to be servants unto him: for doubtless 
he requireth as well the one as the other, and cannot be discontented with the 
one, and well pleased with the other. Either he hateth both, or loveth both ; 
he divideth not his love to one, and his hatred to the other. Let not us there- 
fore, good brethren, divide ourselves, and say our souls serve him, whatsoever 
our bodies do to the contrary for civil order and policy. 

But, alas! I know by myself, what troubleth you; that is, the great danger 
of the world, that will revenge, ye think, your service to God with sword and 
fire, with loss of goods and lands. But, dear brethren, weigh of the other side, 
that your enemies and God’s enemies shall not do so much as they would, but 


(1) 1 Cor. v1. 
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Mary, as much as God shall suffer them, who can trap them in their own counsels, and 
destroy them in the midst of their furies. Remember ye be the workmen of 
the Lord, and called into his vineyard, there to labour till evening-tide, that 

1555. you may receive your penny, which is more worth than all the kingdoms of the 

Gods  earth.!_ But he that calleth us into his vineyard, hath not told us how sore and 
enemies how fervently the sun shall trouble us in our labour; but hath bid us labour, 
ran do no and commit the bitterness thereof unto him, who can and will so moderate all 
than he afflictions, that no man shall have more laid upon him, than in Christ he shall 
giveth be able to bear. Unto whose merciful tuition and defence I commend both 
leave. your souls and bodies. 

September 2d, anno 1554. 


Yours, with my poor prayer, 
John Hooper. 


To a Merchant of London, by whose means he had received much 
Comfort in his great Necessity in the Fleet. 


Grace, mercy, and peace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. I thank God and you 
for the great help and consolation I have received in the time of adversity by 
your charitable means; but most rejoice that you be not altered from truth, 
although falsehood cruelly seeketh to distain her. Judge not, my brother, 

Truth ie truth by outward appearance; for truth now worse appeareth, and more vilely 
not to be is rejected, than falsehood. Leave the outward show, and see, by the word of 
by out- God, what truth is; and accept truth, and dislike her not, though man call her 
ward ap- falsehood. As it is now, so it hath been heretofore, the truth rejected and 
pearance. falsehood received. Such as have professed truth, for truth have smarted, and 
the friends of falsehood laughed them to scorn. The trial of both hath been by 
contrary success; the one having the commendation of truth by man, but the 
condemnation of falsehood by God; flourishing for a time, with endless destruc- 
tion ; the other afflicted a little season, but ending with immortal joys. Where- 
fore, dear brother, ask and demand of your book, the Testament of Jesus 
Christ, in those woeful and wretched days, what you should think, and what you 
should stay upon for a certain truth ; and whatsoever you hear taught, try it by 
your book, whether it be true or false. The days be dangerous and full of peril, 
not only for the world and worldly things, but for heaven and heavenly things. 
It is a trouble to lose the treasure of this life, but yet a very pain, if it be kept 
with the offence of God. Cry, call, pray; and in Christ daily require help, 
succour, mercy, wisdom, grace, and defence, that the wickedness of this world 
prevail not against us. We began well, God preserve us until the end. I would 
write more often unto you, but I do perceive you be at so much charges with 
me, that I fear you would think when I write I crave. Send me nothing til) I 
send to you for it; and so tell the good men, your partners: and when I need, 
I will be bold with you. 
December 3d, anno 1554. 
Yours, with my prayer, 
John Hooper. 


To Mistress Wilkinson, a Woman hearty in God's Cause, and com- 
fortable to his afflicted Members ; afterwards dying in Exile at 
Frankfort. 


The grace of God, and the comfort of his holy Spirit, be with you. Amen. 

I am very glad to hear of your health, and do thank you for your loving 
tokens. But I am a great deal more glad to hear how christianly you avoid 
idolatry, and prepare yourself to suffer the extremity of the world, rather than to 
endanger yourself to God. You do as you ought to do in this behalf, and in 
suffering of transitory pains, you shall avoid permanent torments in the world 
to come. Use your life, and keep it with as much quietness as you can, so that 
you offend not God. The ease that cometh of his displeasure, turneth at length 
to unspeakable pains; and the gains of the world, with the loss of his favour, is 
beggary and wretchedness. Reason is to be amended in this cause of religion : 
for it will choose and follow an error with the multitude, if it may be allowed, 


(1) Matt. xx. 
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rather than turn to faith, and follow the truth with the people of God. Moses! Mary. 
found the same fault in himself, and did amend it, choosing rather to be afflicted 
with the people of God, than to use the liberty of the king's daughter, that A.D. 
accounted him as her son. Pray for contentation and peace of the Spirit, and 1555, 
rejoice in such troubles as shall happen to you for the truth’s sake :? for in that Gains, 
part Christ saith, you be happy. ay also for me, I pray you, that I may do with 
in all things the will of our heavenly Father: to whose tuition and defence I Goda dis- 
commend you. is beg- | 
gary. 


To my dear Friends in God, Master John Hall and his Wife, 
exhorting them to stand fast in the Truth. 


The grace of God be with you, Amen. I thank you for your loving and 
gentle friendship at all times, praying to God to show unto you such favour, 
that whatsoever trouble and adversity happen, ye go not back from him. These 
days be dangerous and full of peril; but yet let us comfort ourselves in calling 
to remembrance the days of our forefathers, upon whom the Lord sent such 
troubles, that many hundreds, yea, many thousands, died for the testimony of 
Jesus Christ, both men and women, suffering with patience and constancy as 
much cruelty as tyrants could devise, and so departed out of this miserable 
world to the bliss everlasting, where now they remain for ever; looking always 
for the end of this sinful world, when they shall receive their bodies again in 
immortality, and see the number of the elect associated with them in full and 
consummate joys:? and, as virtuous men suffering martyrdom, and tarrying a Consola- 
little while in this world with pains, by and by rested in joys everlasting; and tiontaken 
as their pains ended their sorrows, and began ease, so did their constancy and ample of 
steadfastness animate and confirm all good people in the truth, and gave them ancient 
encouragement and lust to suffer the like, rather than to fall with the world to ®t: 
consent unto wickedness and idolatry. Wherefore, my dear friends, seeing God, 
of his part, hath illuminated you with the same gift and knowledge of true 
faith, wherein the apostles and evangelists, and all martyrs, suffered most 
cruel death; thank him for his grace in knowledge, and prey unto him for 
strength and perseverance, that through your own fault ye be not ashamed or 
afraid to confess it. Yet ye be in the truth, and the gates of hell shall never 
prevail against it, nor Antichrist with all his imps can prove it to be false. They 
may kill and persecute, but never overcome. Be of good comfort, and fear 
God more than man. This life is short and miserable ; happy be they that can 
spend it to the glory of God. Pray for me, as I do for you, and commend mé 
to all good men and women. 

December 22d, anno 1554. 


Your brother in Christ, 
John Hooper. 


To my dearly beloved Sister in the Lord, Mistress Anne Warcop. 


The grace of God be with you, Amen. I thank you for your loving token. 
I pray you burden not yourself too much. It were meet for me rather to bear a 
pain, than to be a hinderance to many. I did rejoice at the coming of this 
bearer, to understand of your constancy, and how that you be fully resolved, 
by God’s grace, rather to suffer extremity, than to go from the truth of God 
which you have professed. He that gave you grace to begin so infallible a 
truth, will follow you in the same unto the end. But, my loving sister, as you 
be travelling this perilous journey, take this lesson with you, practised by wise 
men; whereof you may read in the second of St. Matthew’s gospel. Such as 
travelled to find Christ, followed only the star; and as long as they saw it, they 
were assured they were in the right way, and had great mirth in their journey. 
But when they entered into Jerusalem (whereas the star led them not thither, 
but unto Bethlehem) and there asked the citizens the thing that the star showed 
before: as long as they tarried in Jerusalem, and would be instructed where The su- 
Christ was born, they were not only ignorant of Bethlehem, but also lost the sight rest 
of the star that led them before. Whereof we learn, in any case, whilst we be is eyer to 
going in this life to seek Christ that is above, to beware that we lose not the star. 


(1) Heb. xi. (2) Matt. v. (3) Heb. xi. 
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Mary. star of God’s word, that only is the mark that showeth us where Christ is, and 
which way we may come unto him. But as Jerusalem stood in the way, and 
TOU! was an impediment to these wise men: so doth the synagogue of Antichrist, 
1555. that beareth the name of Jerusalem, which by interpretation is called the vision 
Jerusa- of peace, and amongst the people now is called the catholic church, stand in 
lem signi- the way that pilgrims must go by through this world to Bethlehem, the house 
vision of. Of saturity and plentifulness, and is an impediment to all christian travellers ; 
peace: — yea, and except the more grace of God be, will keep the pilgrims still in-her, 
Bei. that they shall not come where Christ is at all. And to stay them indeed, they 
houseof take away the star of light, which is God's word, that it cannot be seen : as 
bread or you may see how the celestial star was hid from the wise men, when they asked 
of saturi- OF the Pharisees at Jerusalem, where Christ was born. Ye may see what great 
dangers happened unto these wise men, whilst they were learning of liars, 
Christ is where Christ was. First, they were out of their way, and next they lost their 
sought guide and conductor, the heavenly star. Christ is mounted from us into 
norasked heaven, and there we seek him (as we say); and let us go thitherward by the 
for, but star of his word. Beware we happen not to come into Jerusalem, the church of 
the Scrip- men, and ask for him. If we do, we go out of the way, and lose also our con- 
tures. ductor and guide, that only leadeth us straight thither. 
Example The poets write in fables, that Jason, when he fought with the dragon in the 
of Jason isle of Colchis, was preserved by the medicines of Medea, and so won the 
Phaeton. golden fleece. And they write also that Phaeton, whom they feign to be the son 
and heir of the high god Jupiter, would needs upon a day have the conduction 
of the sun round about the world; but, as they feigned, he missed of the accus- 
tomed course: whereupon when he went too high, he burned heaven; and 
when he went too low, he burned the earth and the water. These profane his- 
tories do shame us that be christian men. Jason, against the poison of the 
dragon, used only the medicine of Medea. What a shame is it for a christian 
man, against the poison of the devil, heresy and sin, to use any other remedy 
than Christ and his word! Phaeton, for lack of knowledge, was afraid of every 
sign of the zodiac, that the sun passeth by: wherefore he went now too low, 
and now too high, and at length fell down and drowned himself in the sea. 
Christian men for lack of knowledge, and for fear of such dangers as christian 
men must needs pass by, go clean out of order, and at length fall into the pit 
of hell. 
Lets in Sister, take heed! you shall, in your journey towards heaven, meet with many 
the way a monstrous beast: have salve of God's word therefore ready. You shall meet 
kingdom husband, children, lovers and friends, that shall, if God be not with them (as 
ofheaven. God be praised he is, I would it were with all other alike), be very lets and im- 
pediments to your purpose. You shall meet with slander and contempt of the 
world, and be accounted ungracious and ungodly; you shall hear and meet with 
cruel tyranny to do you all extremities; you shall now and then see the troubles 
of your own conscience, and feel your own weakness ; you shall hear that you 
be cursed by the sentence of the catholic church, with such like terrors :. but 
pray to God, and follow the star of his word, and you shall arrive at the port of 
eternal salvation, by the merits only of Jesus Christ: to whom I commend you 
and all yours most heartily. 


Yours in Christ, 
John Hooper. 


Unto these letters of master Hooper heretofore recited, we thought 
not inconvenient to annex also another certain epistle, not of master 
Hooper's, but written to him by.a famous learned man, Henry Bul- 
linger, chief superintendent in the city of Zurich : of whose singular 
love and tender affection toward master Hooper ye heard before in 
the beginning of master Hooper's life discoursed. Now how loving 
he writeth unto him, ye shall hear by this present letter, as fol- 
loweth. 
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Mary. 


A Letter of Master Bullinger to the most reverend Father, Master 
John Hooper, Bishop of Worcester and Gloucester, and now A-D. 
Prisoner for the Gospel of Jesus Christ, my Fellow-Elder and 1555: 
most dear Brother in England.' 


The heavenly Father grant unto you, and to all those who are in bands and 
captivity for his name's sake, grace and peace through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with wisdom, patience, and fortitude of the Holy Ghost. 

I have received from you two letters, my most dear brother, the former in the 
month of September of the year past, the latter in the month of May of this pre- 
sent year, both written out of prison. But I, doubting lest I should make answer to 
you in vain, whilst I feared that my letters should never come into your hands, 
or else increase and double your sorrow, did refrain from the duty of writing. In 
the which thing I doubt not but you will have me excused, especially seeing you 
did not vouchsafe, no not once in a whole year, to answer to my whole fidels 
rather than letters; whereas I continued still notwithstanding in writing unto 
you : as also at this present, after I heard you were cast in prison, I did not 
refrain from continual prayer, beseeching our heavenly Father, through our 
only Mediator Jesus Christ, to grant unto you and to your fellow-prisoners, 
faith and constancy unto the end. Now is that thing happened unto you, my 
brother, the which we did oftentimes prophesy unto ourselves, at your being 
with us, should come to pass; especially when we did talk of the power of The 
Antichrist, and of his felicity and victories. For you know the saying of power of 
Daniel? * His power shall be mighty, but not in his strength; and he shall Au de- 
wonderfully destroy and make havoc of all things, and shall prosper and prac- scribed. 
tise, and he shall destroy the mighty and the holy people after his own will." 
You know what the Lord warned us of beforehand by Matthew, chap. x., b 
John in chap. xv. and xvi, and also what that chosen vessel St. Paul hat 
written, in 2 Tim. iii. Wherefore I do nothing doubt, by God's grace, of your The doc- 
faith and patience, whilst you know that those things which you suffer are not trine of 
looked for, nor come by chance; but that you suffer them in the best, truest, the pro- 
and most holy quarrel: for what can be more true and holy than our doctrine, whatit is, 
which the papists, those worshippers of Antichrist, do persecute? All things Wherefore 
touching salvation we attribute unto Christ alone, and to his holy institutions, as pene 
we have been taught of him and of his disciples: but they would have even the cuted. 
same things to be communicated as well to their Antichrist, and to his institu- 
tions. Such we ought no less to withstand than we read that Elias withstood 
the Baalites. For if Jesus be Christ, then let them know, that he is the fulness 
of his church, and that perfectly : but if Antichrist be king and priest, then let 
them exhibit unto him that honour. How long do they halt on both sides? 
Can they give unto us any one that is better than Christ, or who shall be equal 
with Christ, that may be compared with him, except it be he whom the apostle Christ ie 
calleth the adversary? But if Christ be sufficient for his church, what needeth ind needa 
this patchingand piecing? But I know well enough, I need not to use these not be 
disputations with you who are sincerely taught, and have taken root in Christ, patched 
being persuaded that you have all things in him, and that we in him are made pope. 

erfect. 

P Go forwards therefore constantly to confess Christ, and to defy Antichrist, 
being mindful of this most holy and most true saying of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
“ He that overcometh shall possess all things, and I will be his God and he shall 
be my Son: but the fearhul, and the unbelieving, and the murderers, and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."* 
The first death is soon overcome, although a man must burn for the Lord's 
sake: for they say well that do affirm this our fire to be scarcely a shadow of 
that which is prepared for unbelievers, and them that fall from the truth. 
Moreover, the Lord granteth unto us, that we may easily overcome, by his 
power, the first death, the which he himself did taste and overcome; promising 
withal such joys as never shall have end, unspeakable, and passing all under- 
standing, the which we shall possess so soon as ever we do depart hence. For 


(1) Translated out of Latin into English. (2) Dan. viii. 
(3) Ephes. i. 2 Thess. ii (4) Rev. xxi. 
x x2 
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Mary. 80 again saith the angel of the Lord: “If any man worship the beast and his 
image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or on his hand, the same shall 
A.D. drink of the wrath of God; yea, of the wine which is poured into the cup of 
1555. his wrath: and he shall be tormented in fire and brimstone before the holy 
God's angels, and before the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment shall ascend 
wrath evermore ; and they shall have no rest, day nor night, which worship the beast 
Diet ned and his image, and whosoever receiveth the print of his name.”? Here is the 
them that patience of saints;? here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the 
take his faith of Jesus. To this he addeth by and by, “I heard a voice saying to me, 
' «Write, Blessed be the dead that die in the Lord; from henceforth, or speedily, 
they be blessed: even so saith the Spirit; for they rest from their labours, but 

their works follow them: for our labour shall not be frustrate or in vain.” 3 

Therefore, seeing you have such a large promise, be strong in the Lord, fighta 
good fight, be faithful to the Lord unto the end. Consider that Christ, the Son 
of God, is your captain, and fighteth for you, and that all the prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, are your fellow-soldiers. They that persecute and trouble us, are 
men sinful and mortal, whose favour a wise man would not buy with the value 
of a farthing: and, besides that, our life is frail, short, brittle, and transitory. 
Happy are we, if we depart in the Lord; who grant unto you, and to all your 
fellow-prisoners, faith and constancy! Commend me to the most reverend 
fathers and holy confessors of Christ, Dr. Cranmer bishop of Canterbury, Dr. 
Ridley bishop of London, and the good old father Dr. Latimer. Them and all 
the rest of the prisoners with you for the Lord’s cause, salute in my name, and 
in the name of all my fellow-ministers, the which do speak unto you the grace 
of God, and constancy in the truth. 

Concerning the state of our church, it remaineth even as it was when you 
departed from us into your country. God grant we may be thankful to him, 
and that we do not only profess the faith with words, but also express the same 
effectually with good works, to the praise of our Lord! 

The word of God increaseth daily in that part of Italy that is near unto us, 
and in France. 

In the mean while the godly sustain grievous persecutions, and, with great 
constancy and glory, through torments they go unto the Lord. I and all my 
household, with my sons-in-law and kinsmen, are in good health in the Lord. 
They do all salute you, and pray for your constancy ; being sorrowful for you 
and tlie rest of the prisoners. - There came to us Englishmen; students, both godly 
and learned. They be received of our magistrate. Ten of them dwell toge- 
ther; the rest remain here and there with good men. Amongst others, master 

Yhomas Thomas Lever is dear unto me, and familiar. If there be any thing wherein I 

Leve may do any pleasure to your wife and children, they shall have me wholly at 
commandment; whereof I will write also to your wife, for I understand she 
abideth at Frankfort. 

Be strong and merry in Christ, waiting for his deliverance, when and in what 
sort it shall seem good unto him. The Lord Jesus show pity upon the realm 
of England, and illuminate the same with his holy Spirit, to the glory of his 
name, and the salvation of souls. The Lord Jesus preserve and deliver you 
from al evil, with ali them that call upon his name. Farewell, and. farewell 
eternally. 

The 10th of October, anno 1554. From Zurich, 
You know the hand, H. B. 


Che History of Or. Howland Taplor, 


WHO SUFFERED FOR THE TRUTH OF GOD'S WORD, UNDER THE 
TYRANNY OF THE ROMAN BISHOPS, THE 9TH DAY OF 
FEBRUARY, A.D. 15554, 


Hadley The town of Hadley was one of the first that received the word of 


com- 


mended. God in all England, at the preaching of master Thomas Bilney: by 


(1) Rev. xiv. 

(2) In this time of Antichrist is the patience and faith of God’s children tried, whereby they shall 
overcome all his tyranny. Read Matt. xxiv. (3) John v. 

(4) See the Harleian MSS. No. 421, art. 21.—E». 
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whose industry the gospel of Christ had such gracious success, and Mary. 

took such root there, that a great number of that parish became "4 D. 
exceeding well learned in the holy Scriptures, as well women as men, 1555. 

so that a man might have found among them many, that had often 
read the whole Bible through, and that could have seid a great sort 
of St. Paul's epistles by heart, and verv well and readily have given 
a godly learned sentence in any matter of controversy. Their chil- 
dren and servants were also brought up and trained so diligently in 
the right knowledge of God’s word, that the whole town seemed 
rather a university of the learned, than a town of cloth-making or 
labouring people; and (what most is to be commended) they were 
for the more part faithful followers of God’s word in their living. 

In this town was Dr. Rowland Taylor, doctor in both the civil Tayter, 
and canon laws, and a right perfect divine, parson; who, at his first doctor in 
entering into his benefice, did not, as the common sort of beneficed 3nd a di- 
men do, let out his benefice to a farmer, that shall gather up the 
profits, and set in an ignorant unlearned priest to serve the cure, and, 
so they have the fleece, little or nothing care for feeding the flock : 
but, contrarily, he forsook the archbishop of Canterbury, T'homas Cran- 
mer, with whom he before was in household, and made his personal 
abode and dwelling in Hadley, among the people committed to his 
charge ; where he, as a good shepherd, abiding and dwelling among A gooa 
his sheep, gave himself wholly to the study of holy Scriptures, most shams 
faithfully endeavouring himself to fulfil that charge which the Lord gondi- 
gave unto Peter, saying: “ Peter, lovest thou me? Feed my lambs, 
feed my sheep, feed my sheep.”! This love of Christ so wrought in 
him, that no Sunday nor holy-day passed, nor other time when he Feed with 
might get the people together, but he preached to them the word of "^ 
God, the doctrine of their salvation. 

Not only was his word a preaching unto them, but all his life and Feed with 
conversation was an example of unfeigned christian life and true holi- """?* 
ness. He was void of all pride, humble and meek, as any child: so 
that none were so poor but they might boldly, as unto their Father, 
resort unto him ; neither was his lowliness childish or fearful, but, as 
occasion, time, and place required, he would be stout in rebuking the 
sinful and evil doers; so that none was so rich but he would tell him 
plainly his fault, with such earnest and grave rebukes as became & 
good curate and pastor. He was a man very mild, void of all ran- 
cour, grudge or evil will; ready to do good to all men; readily 
forgiving his enemies; and never sought to do evil to any. 

To the poor that were blind, lame, sick, bedrid, or that had many Feed with 
children, he was a very father, a careful patron, and diligent provider; alms. 
insomuch that he caused the parishioners to make a general provision 
for them: and he himself (beside the continual relief that they commen- 
always found at his house) gave an honest portion yearly to the com- Taylors, 
mon alms-box. His wife also was an honest, discreet, and sober "ife pnd 
matron, and his children well nurtured, brought up in the fear of 
God and good learning. 

To conclude, he was a right and lively image or pattern of all those 
virtuous qualities described by St. Paul in a true bishop: a good 
salt of the earth, savourly biting the corrupt manners of evil men ; 


(1) John xx. 
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a light in God’s house, set upon a candlestick for all good men to 
imitate and follow. 

Thus continued this good shepherd among his flock, governing and 
leading them through the wilderness of this wicked world, all the 
days of the. most innocent and holy king of blessed memory, Edward 
the Sixth. But after it pleased God to take king Edward from this 
vale of misery unto his most blessed rest, the papists, who ever sem- 
bled and dissembled, both with king Henry the Eighth, and king 
Edward his son, now seeing the time convenient for their purpose, 
uttered their false hypocrisy, openly refusing all good reformation 
made by the said two most godly kings; and, contrary to that they 
had all these two kings’ days preached, taught, written and sworn, 
they violently overthrew the true doctrine of the gospel, and perse- 
cuted with sword and fire all those that would not agree to receive 
again the Roman bishop as supreme head of the universal church, 
and allow all the errors, superstitions, and idolatries, that before by 
God’s word were disproved and justly condemned, as though now 
they were good doctrine, virtuous, and true religion. 

In the beginning of this rage of Antichrist, a certain petty gentle- 
man, after the sort of a lawyer, called Foster, being a steward and 
keeper of courts, a man of no great skill, but a bitter persecutor in 
those days, with one John Clerk of Hadley, which Foster had ever 
been a secret favourer of all Romish idolatry, conspired with the said 
Clerk to bring in the pope and his maumetry again into Hadley 
church. For as yet Dr. Taylor, as a good shepherd, had retained 
and kept in his church the godly church service and reformation 
made by king Edward, and most faithfully and earnestly preached 
against the popish corruptions, which had infected the whole country 
round about. 

Therefore the f-resaid Foster and Clerk hired one John Averth, 
parson of Aldham, « very money mammonist, a blind leader of the 
blind, a popish idolater, and an open advouterer and whoremonger, 
a very fit minister for their purpose, to come to Hadley, and there to 
give the onset to begin again the popish mass. 

To this purpose they builded up with all haste possible the altar, 
intending to bring in their mass again about the Palm Monday. 
But this their device took none effect ; for in the night the altar was 
beaten down :' wherefore they built it up again the second time, and 
laid diligent watch, lest any should again break it down. 

On the day following came Foster and John Clerk, bringing with 
them their popish sacrificer, who brought with him all his implements 
and garments to play his popish pageant, whom they and their men 
guarded with swords and bucklers, lest any man should disturb him 
in his missal sacrifice. 

When Dr. Taylor, who, according to his custom, sat at his book 
studying the word of God, heard the bells ringing, he arose and 
went into the church, supposing something had been there to be 
done, according to his pastoral office: and, coming to the church, he 
found the church doors shut and fast barred, saving the chancel door, 
which was only latched. Where he, entering in, and coming in the 
chancel, saw a popish sacrificer in his robes, with a broad new shaven 


(1) Mark how unwilling the people were to receive the papacy again. 
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crown, ready to begin his popish sacrifice, beset round about with sary. 
drawn swords and bucklers, lest any man should approach to disturb ` A.D. 

am. 1555. 

Then said Dr. Taylor, * Thou devil! who made thee so bold to Taylor re- 
enter into this church of Christ to profane and defile it with this esu 
abominable idolatry?” With that started up Foster, and with an 
ireful and furious countenance said to Dr. Taylor, ** Thou traitor! 
what dost thou here, to let and disturb the queen’s proceedings ?”! 
Dr. Taylor answered, “ I am no traitor, but I am the shepherd that 
God my Lord Christ hath appointed to feed this his flock: where- 
fore I have good authority to be here; and I command thee, thou 
popish wolf, in the name of God to avoid hence, and not to presume 
here, with such popish idolatry, to poison Christ’s flock.”? 

Then said Foster, “ Wilt thou traitorously, heretic! make a com- 
motion, and resist violently the: queen’s proceedings ?” 

Dr. Taylor answered, * I make no commotion; but it is you 
papists, that make commotions and tumults. I resist only with God’s 
word against your popish idolatries, which are against God’s word, 
the queen’s honour, and tend to the utter subversion of this realm of 
England. And further, thou dost against the canon law, which com- 
mandeth, that no mass be said but at a consecrated altar.” 

When the parson of Aldham heard that, he began to shrink back, 
and would have left his saying of mass: then started up John Clerk, 
and said, * Master Averth, be not afraid, you havea ‘ super-altare, ? 
go forth with your business, man.” 

Then Foster, with his armed men, took Dr. Taylor, and led him 
with strong hand out of the church; and the popish prelate 'pro- 
ceeded in his Romish idolatry. Dr. Taylor's wife, who followed her 
husband into the church, when she saw her husband thus violently 
thrust out of his church, she kneeled down and held up her hands, 
and with a loud voice said, ** I beseech God, the righteous Judge, 
to avenge this injury, that this popish idolater to this day doth to 
the blood of Christ.” Then they thrust her out of the church also, 
and shut the doors; for they feared that the people would have rent 
their sacrificer in pieces. Notwithstanding one or two threw in great 
stones at the windows, and missed very little the popish masser. 

Thus you see how, without consent of the people, the popish mass The pa- 
was again set up with battle array, with swords and bucklers, with Zuments, 
violence and tyranny: which practice the papists have ever yet used. where; 


. . with they 
As for reason, law, or Scripture, they have none on their part. There- maintain 


their doc- 


fore they are the same that say, “ The law of unrighteousness is our trine. 
strength : come, let us oppress the righteous without any fear," etc. 
Within a day or two after, with all haste possible, this Foster and 
Clerk made a complaint of Dr. Taylor, by a letter written to Stephen 
Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, and lord chancellor. 
When the bishop heard this, he sent a letter missive to Dr. Taylor, Taylor 
commanding him, within ‘certain days to come and to appear before 
(1) The papists call all their trumpery, the queen’s proceedings. For you must remember that 
Antichrist reigneth by another arm and not by his own power. Read Daniel, of the king of faces, 
the eighth chapter. 
(2) Dr. Taylor there playeth a right Elias. 
(3) “ Super-altare is a stone consecrated by the bishops, commonly of a foot long, which the 


papists carry instead of an altar, when they mass for money in gentlemen's houses. [Bingham 
mentions other names given to this; book viii. chap. 6, $ 21.—Ep.] 
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Mery. him upon his allegiance, to answer such complaints as were made 
A.D. against him. 
1555. When Dr. Taylors friends heard of this, they were exceeding 
sorry and aggrieved in mind; who when foreseeing to what end the 
same matter would come, seeing also all truth and justice were trod- 
den under foot, and falsehood with cruel tyranny were set aloft and 
His ruled all the whole rout: his friends, I say, came to him and earnestly 
feng counselled him to depart and fly, alleging and declaring unto him, 
rag, nim that he could neither be indifferently heard to speak his conscience 
` and mind, nor yet look for justice or favour at the said chancellor's 
hands, who, as it was well known, was most fierce and cruel; but 
must needs (if he went up to him) wait for imprisonment and cruel 
death at his hands. 
Hisva- Then said Dr. Taylor to his friends, * Dear friends, I most 
e fone heartily thank you, for that you have so tender a care over me. And 
Chris's although I know that there is neither justice nor truth to be looked 
for at my adversaries’ hands, but rather imprisonment and cruel death : 
yet know I my cause to be so good and righteous, and the truth so 
strong upon my side, that Iwill, by God's grace, go and appear 
before them, and to their beards resist their false doing." 

Then said his friends, ** Master doctor, we think it not best so to 
do. You have sufficiently done your duty, and testified the truth 
both by your godly sermons, and also in resisting the parson of 
Aldam, with others that came hither to bring again the popish mass. 
And forasmuch as our Saviour Christ willeth and biddeth us, that 
when they persecute us in one city, we should fly into another : we 
think, in flying at this time ye-should do best, keeping yourself 
against another time, when the church shall have great need of such 
diligent teachers, and godly pastors.” 

* Oh," quoth Dr. Taylor, * what will ye have me todo? lam 
now old, and have already lived too long, to see these terrible and most 
wicked days. Fly you, and do as your conscience leadeth you; I 

He refus- am fully determined (with God's grace) to go to the bishop, and to 

eth t87- his beard to tell him that he doth naught. God shall well hereafter 
raise up teachers of his people, which shall, with much more diligence 
and fruit, teach them, than I have done. For God will not forsake 
his church, though now for a time he trieth and correcteth us, and 
not without a just cause. 

* As for me, I believe before God, I shall never be able to do 
God so good service, as I may do now; nor I shall ever have so glo- 
rious a calling as I now have, nor so great mercy of God proffered me, 
as is now at this present. For what christian man would not gladly 
die against the pope and his adherents? I know that the papacy is 

The papa- the kingdom of Antichrist, altogether full of lies, altogether full of 

Son; falsehood; so that all their doctrine, even from * Christ's cross be my 

le —— speed, and St. Nicholas’,unto the end of their apocalypse, is nothing 
but idolatry, superstition, errors, hypocrisy, and lies. 

** Wherefore I beseech you, and all other my friends, to pray for 
me; and I doubt not but God will give me strength and his holy 
Spirit, that all mine adversaries shall have shame of their doings.” i 

When his friends saw him so constant, and fully determined to 


(1) Matt, x. ^ 
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go, they, with weeping eyes, commended him unto God; and he Mary. 
within a day or two prepared himself to his journey, leaving his cure A, p, 
with a godly old priest, named sir Richard Yeoman, who afterwards, 1555. 
for God's truth, was burnt at Norwich. ~ 

There was also in Hadley one Alcock, a very godly man, well Joh» A1- 
learned in the holy Scriptures, who, after sir Richard Yeoman was Hadley 
driven away, used daily to read a chapter, and to say the English fy'God's 
litany in Hadley church. But him they fetched up to London, and truth, and 
cast him in prison in Newgate ; where, after a year’s imprisonment, prison. 
he died. 

But let us return to Dr. Taylor again, who, being accompanied Taylor's 
with a servant of his own, named John Hull, took his journey towards fonn Hun 
London. By the way, this John Hull laboured to counsel and per- fii ferh- 
suade him very earnestly to fly, and not come to the bishop; and vant. 
proffered himself to go with him to serve him, and in all perils to ven- 
ture his life for him, and with him. 

But in no wise would Dr. Taylor consent or agree thereunto ; but Taylor 
said, “ O John! shall I give place to this thy counsel and worldly vised to. 
persuasion, and leave my flock in this danger? Remember the good Ay, but 
shepherd Christ, which not alone fed his flock, but also died for his 
flock. Him must I follow, and, with God’s grace, will do. There- 
fore, good John, pray for me; and if thou seest me weak at any 
time, comfort me ; and discourage me not in this my godly enterprise 
and purpose.” 

Thus they came up to London, and shortly after Dr. Taylor pre- The frst 
sented himself to the bishop of Winchester Stephen Gardiner, then between 
lord chancellor of England. For this hath been one great abuse in winches- 
England these many years, that such offices as have been of most Taylor. 
importance and weight, have commonly been committed to bishops abuse in 
and other spiritual men, whereby three devilish mischiefs and incon- Srg three 
veniences have happened in this realm, to the great dishonour of God, mischiefs 


and utter neglecting of the flock of Christ ; the which three be these. therect. 

First, they have had small leisure to attend to their pastoral cures, 
which thereby have been utterly neglected and left undone. 

Secondly, it hath also puffed up many bishops, and other spiritual 
persons, into such haughtiness and pride, that they have thought no 
nobleman in the realm worthy to be their equal and fellow. 

Thirdly, where they, by this means, knew the very secrets of 
princes, they, being in such high offices, have caused the same to be 
known in Rome, afore the kings could accomplish and bring their 
intents to pass in England. By this means hath the papacy been so 
maintained, and things ordered after their wills and pleasures, that 

- much mischief hath happened in this realm and others, sometimes to 
the destruction of princes, and sometimes to the utter undoing of 
many commonwealths, 


THE EXAMINATION OF DR. TAYLOR. 


Now, when Gardiner saw Dr. Taylor, he, according to his com- 
mon custom, all to reviled him,! calling him knave, traitor, heretic, 


(1) The Dictionary of Archaic and Provincial Words by Boucher (Lond. 1833) furmshes abun- 
dance of dissertation upon this idiom, —E»p. 
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with many other villanous reproaches; all which Dr. Taylor heard 
patiently, and at the last said unto him: “ My lord," quoth he, 
* I am neither traitor nor heretic, but a true subject, and a faithful 
christian man; and am come, according to your commandment, to 
know what is the cause that your lordship hath sent for me." 

Then said the bishop, “ Art thou come, thou villain? How 
darest thou look me in the face for shame? Knowest thou not who 
Iam?" 

* Yes,” quoth Dr. Taylor, “ I know who you are. Ye are Dr. 
Stephen Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, and lord chancellor; and 
yet but a mortal man, I trow. But if I should be afraid of your 
lordly looks, why fear you not God, the Lord of us all? How dare 
ye for shame look any christian man in the face, seeing ye have for- 
saken the truth, denied our Saviour Christ and his word, and done 
contrary to your own oath and writing? With what countenance 
wil ye appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, and answer to 
your oath made first unto that blessed king Henry the Eighth of 
famous memory, and afterward unto blessed king Edward the Sixth 
his son ?” 

The bishop answered, “ Tush, tush, that was Herod’s oath: 
unlawful; and therefore worthy to be broken:! I have done well 
in breaking it; and, I thank God, I am come home again to our 
mother the catholic church of Rome; and so I would thou shouldest 
do. » 

Dr. Taylor answered, “ Should I forsake the church of Christ, 
which is founded upon the.true foundation of the apostles and pro- 
phets, to approve those lies, errors, superstitions, and idolatries, that 
the popes and their company at this day so blasphemously do ap- 
prove? Nay, God forbid. Let the pope and his, return to our 
Saviour Christ and his word, and thrust out of the church such abo- 
minable idolatries as he maintaineth, and then will christian men 
turn unto him. You wrote truly ‘against him, and were sworn 
against him.” 

* I tell thee,” quoth the bishop of Winchester, “ it was Herod’s 
oath, unlawful; and therefore ought to be broken, and not kept: 
and our holy father the pope hath discharged me of it.” 

Then said Dr. Taylor, ** But you shall not so be discharged before 
Christ, who doubtless will require it at your hands, as a lawful oath 
made to our liege and sovereign lord the king, from whose obedience 
no man can assoil you, neither the pope nor any of his.” 

* I see," quoth the bishop, “ thou art an arrogant knave, and a 
very fool." 

* My lord," quoth Dr. Taylor, *leave your unseemly railing at 
me, which is not seemly for such a one in authority as you are. For 
Iam a christian man, and you know, that ‘he that saith to his brother, 
Raca, is in danger of a council ; and he that saith, Thou fool, is in 
danger of hell fire.’ ”? 

The bishop answered, * Ye are false, and liars all the sort of you.” 
* Nay," quoth Dr. Taylor, * we are true men, and know that it is 
written. ‘The mouth that lieth, slayeth the soul? And again, 


(1) Here the bishop confesseth unlawful oaths ought not to be kept. 
(2) Matt. v. (3) ** Os quod mentitur, occidit animam." 


HIS EXAMINATION BEFORE GARDINER. 688 


Lord God, thou shalt destroy all that speak lies’? And therefore Mary. 
we abide by the truth of God's word, which ye, contrary to your own A.D. 
consciences, deny and forsake." 1555. 

“Thou art married?” quoth the bishop. “ Yea," quoth Dr. Marriage 
Taylor, * that I thank God I am; and have had nine children, and epee. 
all in lawful matrimony ; and blessed be God that ordained matri- Marriage 
mony and commanded that every man that hath not the gift of con- i 
tinency, should marry a wife of his own, and not live in adultery or 
whoredom.” Then said the bishop, “ Thou hast resisted the queen’s 
proceedings, and wouldest not suffer the parson of Aldham (a very One iao- 
virtuous and devout priest) to say mass in Hadley.” Dr. Taylor later th 
answered, “ My lord, I am parson of Hadley; and it is against all with an- 
right, conscience, and laws, that any man should come into my 
charge, and presume to infect the flock committed unto me, with 
venom of the popish idolatrous mass.” 

With that the bishop waxed very angry, and said, * Thou art a The 
blasphemous heretic indeed, that blasphemest the blessed sacrament "** 
(and put off his cap): and speakest against the holy mass, which is 
made a sacrifice for the quick and the dead." Dr. Taylor answered, 

“ Nay, I blaspheme not the blessed sacrament which Christ instituted, 

but I reverence it as a true christian man ought todo; and confess, that 

Christ ordained the holy communion in the remembrance of his death The com- 
and passion, which when we keep according to his ordinance, we 
(through faith) eat the body of Christ, and drink his blood, giving The true 
thanks for our redemption; and this is our sacrifice for the quick and Ar he 4 
the dead, to give thanks for his merciful goodness showed to us, in dead. 
that he gave his Son Christ unto the death for us.” 

* Thou sayest well,” quoth the bishop; “ it is all that thou hast 
said, and more too; for it is a propitiatory sacrifice for the quick and 
the dead." Then answered Dr. Taylor, Christ gave himself to die propiti- 
for our redemption upon the cross, whose body there offered was orf 


sacrifice 
the propitiatory sacrifice, full, perfect, and sufficient unto salvation, ofered — , 
for all them that believe in him. And this sacrifice did our Saviour oursacti- 
Christ offer in his own person himself once for all, neither can any ferit m- 
priest any more offer him, nor we need any more propitiatory sacri- memora- 
fice: and therefore I say with Chrysostome, and all the doctors, "^ 

* Our sacrifice is only memorative, in the remembrance of Christ's 

death and passion ; a sacrifice of thanksgiving ;" and therefore the 

fathers called it “ eucharistia" and other sacrifice hath the church 

of God none. 

** Tt is true,” quoth the bishop, ** the sacrament is called * eucha- Winches- 
ristia,’ ‘a thanksgiving,’ because we there give thanks for our redemp- strong ar- 
tion; and it is also a sacrifice propitiatory for the quick and the izfr 
dead, which thou shalt confess ere thou and I have done." Then him to | 
called the bishop his men, and said, * Have this fellow hence, and "^ 
carry him to the King’s Bench, and charge the keeper he be straitly 
kept.” 

hen kneeled Dr. Taylor down, and held up both his hands, Taylor's 
and said, * Good Lord, I thank thee; and from the.tyranny of the against , 
bishop of Rome, and all his detestable errors, idolatries, and abomi- ferea" 
nations, good Lord deliver us: and God be praised for good king ble enor- 

(1) ** Perdes omnes qui loquuntur mendacium." 
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Mary. Edward.” So they carried him to prison to the King's Bench, where 
A.D. he lay prisoner almost two years. 
1555. . This is the sum of that first talk, as I saw it mentioned in a letter 


that Dr. Taylor wrote to a friend of his; thanking God for his grace, 
that he had confessed his truth, and was found worthy for truth to 
suffer prison and bands, beseeching his friends to pray for him, that 
he might persevere constant unto the end. 

Godly be- Being in prison, Dr. Taylor spent all his time in prayer, reading 
urtar the holy Scriptures, and writing, and preaching, and exhorting the 
in prison. prisoners, and such as resorted to him, to repentance and amendment 

of life. 

Prisons Within a few days after, were divers other learned and godly men 
jammed in sundry counties of England committed to prison for religion, so 
churches, that almost all the prisons in England were become right christian 


churches schools and churches; so that there was no greater comfort for 

densof Christian hearts, than to come to the prisons to behold their virtuous 

thieves. conversation, and to hear their prayers, preachings, most godly exhor- 
tations, and consolations. 

Now were placed in churches blind and ignorant mass-mongers, 
with their Latin babblings and apish ceremonies; who, like cruel 
wolves, spared not to murder all such, as any thing at all but once 

Lament- whispered against their popery. As for the godly preachers which . 
gle die were in king Edward’s time, they were either fled the realm, or else, 
God's |. a8 the prophets did in king Ahab’s days, they were privily kept in 
shippers corners. As many as the papists could lay hold on, they were sent 
days. into prison; there as lambs waiting when the butchers would call 
them to the slaughter. 
Bradford When Dr. Taylor was come into the prison called the King's 
d laa Bench, he found therein the virtuous and vigilant preacher of God’s 
tek ings word, master Bradford ; which man, for his innocent and godly living, 
Bench. his devout and virtuous preaching, was worthily counted a miracle of 
our time ; as even his adversaries must needs confess. Finding this 
man in prison, he began to exhort him to faith, strength, and patience, 
and to persevere constant unto the end. Master Bradford, hearing 
this, thanked God that he had provided him such a comfortable 
prison-fellow. And so they both together lauded God, and continued 
in prayer, reading, and exhorting one the other; insomuch that Dr. 
Taylor told his friends that came to visit him, that God had most 
graciously provided for him, to send him to that prison where he 


found such an angel of God, to be in his company to comfort him. 


DR. TAYLOR BROUGHT FORTH TO BE DEPRIVED. 


After that Dr. Taylor had lain in prison awhile, he was cited to 
appear in the Arches, at Bow-church, to answer unto such matter as 
there should be objected against him. At the day appointed he was 
led thither, his keeper waiting upon him; where, when he came, he 
Taylor — Stoutly and strongly defended his marriage, affirming, by the Scrip- 
Wachs tures of God, by the doctors of the primitive church, by both laws 
‘of priests. civil and canon, that it is lawful for priests to marry, and that such as 

have not the gift of continency are bound, on pain of damnation, to 


marry. ‘This did he so plainly prove, that the judge could give no 
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sentence of divorce against him; but gave sentence he should be ae. 
deprived of his benefice, because he was married. A.D 
“ You do me wrong then," quoth Dr. Taylor; and alleged many 1555, 
laws and constitutions for himself. But all prevailed not; for he was Deprivea 
again carried into prison, and his livings taken away, and given to of his 
other. As for Hadley benefice, it was given or sold, I wot not because’ 
whether, to one master Newcalle, whose great virtues were altogether O15 
unlike to Dr. Taylor, his predecessor, as the poor parishioners full 
well have proved. 


DR. TAYLOR BROUGHT AGAIN BEFORE WINCHESTER AND OTHER 
BISHOPS. 


After a year and three quarters, or thereabout, in the which time, The pa- 
the papists got certain old tyrannous laws, which were put down by Pete 
king Henry the Eighth and by king Edward, to be again revived by 
parliament : so that now they might, ex officio, cite whom they would, 
upon their own suspicion, and charge him with what articles they 
lusted ; and except they in all things agreed to their purpose, burn 
them: when these laws were once established, they sent for Dr. 
Taylor, with certain other prisoners, who were again convented before 
the chancellor and other commissioners, about the 22d of January. 

The purport and effect of which talk between them, because it is 
sufficiently described by himself, in his own letter written to a friend 
of his, I have annexed the said letter hereunder, as followeth. 


A Letter of Dr. Taylor, containing and reporting the Talk had 
between him and the Lord Chancellor and other Commissioners, 
the 22d of January. 


Whereas you would have me to write the talk between the king and queen’s 
most honourable council and me, on Tuesday, 22d of January, so far as I 
remember: first, my lord chancellor said, “ You, among others, are at this The par- 
present time sent for, to enjoy the king’s and queen's majesties' favour and don is 
mercy, if you will now rise again with us from the fall which we generally proffered. 
have received in this realm; from the which (God be praised!) we are now 
cleariy delivered miraculously. If you will not rise with us now, and receive 
mercy now offered, you shall have judgment according to your demerit.” To 
this Í answered, that so to rise, should be the greatest fall that ever I could 
receive: for I should so fall from my dear Saviour Christ, to Antichrist.! * For iom cet 
I do believe, that the religion set forth in king Edward's days, was according to forth in 
the vein of the holy Scripture, which containeth fully all the rules of our chris- king Ed- 
tian religion, from the which I do not intend to decline, so long as I live, by days. 
God's grace.” 

Then master secretary Bourn said, ** Which of the religions mean ye of, in Secretary 
king Edward's days? For ye know there were divers books of religion set Bown | 
forth in his days. There was a religion set forth in a catechism by my lord of against it. 
Canterbury. Do you mean that you will stick to that?” I answered, * My A testi- 
lord of Canterbury made a catechism to be translated into English, which book mony of 
was not of his own making; yet he set it forth in hisown name: and truly that of Service 
book for the time did much good. But there was, after that, set forth by the set out in 
most innocent king Edward (for whom God be praised everlastingly), The Xing £d- 
Whole Church-service, with great deliberation, and the advice of the best days. 
learned men in the realm, and authorized by the whole parliament, and received 
and published gladly by the whole realm : which book was never reformed but 
once; and yet, by that one reformation it was so fully perfected, according to 


(1) Note this answer. 
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the rules of our christian religion in every behalf, that no christian conscience 
could be offended with any thing therein contained; I mean of that book 
reformed.” 

Then my lord chancellor said, “ Didst thou never read the book that I set 
forth of the sacraments ?"—I answered, that I had read it. 

Then he said, * How likest thou that book ? "—With that one of the council 
(whose name I know not!) said, * My lord, that is a good question: for I am 
sure that book stoppeth all their mouths." Then said I, * My lord, I think 
many things be far wide from the truth of God's word in that book." 

Then my lord said, ** Thou art a very varlet.” To that I answered, ** That 
is as ill as ‘raca’ or *fatue, "? Then my lord said, “ Thou art an ignorant 
beetle-brow.”—To that I answered, “ I have read over and over again the holy 
Seriptures, and St. Augustine's works through ; St. Cyprian, Eusebius, Origen, 
Gregory Nazianzen, with divers other books through, once; therefore, I thank 
God, I am not utterly ignorant. Besides these, my lord, I professed the civil 
laws, as your lordship did; and I have read over the canon law also." 

Then my lord said, “ With a corrupt judgment thou readest all things: 
touching my profession, it is divinity, in which I have written divers books." — 
Then said I, ** My lord, ye did write one book, ‘De vera obedientia :’ I would 
you had been constant in that; for indeed you never did declare a good con- 
Science that I heard of, but in that one book." 

Then my lord said, ** Tut, tut, tut; I wrote against Bucer in priests’ mar- 
riages: but such books please not such wretches as thou art, which hast been 
married many years." —To that I answered, “ I am married indeed, and I have 
had nine children in holy matrimony, I thank God : and this I am sure of, that 
your proceedings now at this present in this realm against priests’ marriages, is 
the maintenance of the doctrine of devils, against natural law, civil law, canon 
law, general councils, canons of the apostles, ancient doctors, and God's laws." 

Then spake my lord of Durham, saying, * You have professed the civil law, 
as you say. Then you know that Justinian writeth, that priests should, at 
their taking of orders, swear that they were never married ; and he bringeth in 
to prove that, * Canones apostolorum.' "—To that I answered, that I did not 
remember any such law of Justinian. ‘But I am sure, that Justinian writeth, 
in ‘Titulo de indicta Vidvitate,’ (in Cod.) that if one would bequeath to his wife 
in his testament a legacy, under a condition that she should never marry again, 
and take an oath of her for accomplishing the same, yet she may marry again 
if he die, notwithstanding the aforesaid conditions, and oath taken and made 
against marriage: and an oath is another manner of obligation made to God, 
than is a papistical vow made to man.—Moreover, in the Pandects it is con- 
tained, that if a man doth manumit his handmaid, under a condition that 
she shall never marry ; yet she may marry, and her patron shall lose ‘ jus pa- 
tronatus,’ for his adding of the unnatural and unlawful condition against 
matrimony.” 

Then my lord chancellor said, “ Thou sayest that priests may be married by 
God’s law. How provest thou that?”—I answered, * By the plain words and 
sentences of St. Paul, both to Timothy and to Titus, where he speaks most 
evidently of the marriage of priests, deacons, and bishops. And Chrysostome, 
writing upon the epistle to Timothy, saith, ‘ It is a heresy to say that a bishop 
may not be married.’ " 

Then said my lord chancellor, “Thou liest of Chrysostome. But thou dost, 
as all thy companions do, belie ever without shame both the Scriptures and the 
doctors. Didst thou not also say, that by the canon law priests may be mar- 
ried? which is most untrue, and the contrary is most true.” —I answered, “We 
read in the decrees, that the four general councils—Nicene, Constantinople, 
Ephesus, Chaleedon—have the same authority that the four eva:.,clists have. 
And we read in the same decrees (which is one of the chief books of the canon 
law), that the council of Nice, by the means of one Paphnutius, did allow 
priests’ and bishops’ marriages: therefore by the best part of the canon law, 
priests may be married.” 

Then my lord chancellor said, “Thou falsifiest the general council; for there 
is express mention in the said decree, that priests should be divorced from their 


(1) His right name might be “ sir John Clawback.’ (2) Matt. v. 
(3) Scripture approveth priests' marriage, but the pope must be heard before the Scripture. 
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wives, which be married."—Then said I, “If those words be there, as you say, Mary. 
then am I content to lose this great head of mine: let the book'be fetched!” = ———— 
Then spake my lord of Durham: “Though they be not there, yet they may be A. D. 
in * Ecclesiastica Historia,’ which Eusebius wrote; out of which book the 1555. 
decree was taken.” —To that said I, * It is not like that the pope would leave Tonstal 


out any such sentence, having such authority, and making so much for his helpeth 
» inches- 
urpose. . . ter at 
Then my lord chancellor said, * Gratian was but a patcher, and thou art need. 


glad to snatch up such a patch as maketh for thy purpose. "1—1 answered, “ My 
lord, I cannot but marvel that you do call one of the chief papists that ever 
was, but a patcher.” 

Thea my lord chancellor said, ** Nay I call thee a snatcher and patcher. To 
make an end, wilt thou not return again with us to the catholic church?” And 
with that he rose.—And I said, “By God's grace I will never depart from 
Christ's church.” 

Then I required that I might have some of my friends to come to me in Taylor | 
prison: and my lord chancellor said, “Thou shalt have judgment within this sentagain 
week :” and so was I delivered again unto my keeper. My lord of Durham prison, 
would, that I should believe as my father and my mother did. I alleged St. 
Augustine, that we ought to prefer God’s word before all men. 


And thus much was contained in the aforesaid letter of doctor 
Taylor for that matter. 

Besides this letter, moreover he directed another writing in like 
manner to another friend of his, concerning the causes wherefore 


he was condemned, which we thought likewise here to express as 
followeth. 


The Copy of another Letter to his Friend, touching his Assertions 
of the Marriage of Priests, and other Causes for the which he was 
condemned. 


It is heresy to defend any doctrine against the holy Scripture. Therefore Winches- 
the lord chancellor and bishops, consenting to this sentence against me, be tet and 
heretics. For they have given sentence against the marriage of priests, know- lows 
ing that St. Paul to Timothy and Titus writeth plainly, that bishops, priests, proved to 
and deacons, may be married; knowing also that, by St. Paul's doctrine it is sorties, 
the doctrine of devils to inhibit matrimony. And St. Paul willeth every faith- 
ful minister to teach the people so, lest they be deceived by the marked 
merchants? 

These bishops are not ignorant, that it is not only St. Paul’s council, and law- Bishops 
ful, but God's commandment also, to marry—for such as cannot otherwise live 7... 
chaste, neither avoid fornication. their own 

They know that such as do marry, do not sin. con- 
They know that God, before sin was, ordained matrimony, and that in Para- Science. 
dise, between two of his principal creatures, man and woman.? 
They know what spirit they have, which say it is evil to marry (seeing God 
said, “It is not good for man to be alone without a wife ”4), having no special 
. gift, contrary to the general commandment and ordinance, divers times repeated 


in the book of Genesis, which is, to increase and multiply. Marriage 
They know that Abraham carried into the land of Canaan his old and yet Jo impe- 


barren wife,5 the virtuous woman Sarah with him; leaving father and mother, for a good 
and country the while, at God's commandment. For though father and mother man to 
and other friends are dear and near, yet none are so dearly and nearly joined walk in 
together, as man and wife in matrimony, which must needs be holy; for that it ence. 
is a figure and similitude of Christ and his church. 

They know that St. Paule giveth a great praise to matrimony, calling it 


honourable; and that not only to and among many, but to and among all men 


(1) Gardiner denieth his own canonist, and calletb it a patched law. (2) 1 Tim, iv. 
(3) 1 Cor. vii. Gen. ii. (4) Gen. ii. (5) Gen. xii. (6) Ephes. v. Heb. xiv. 
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without exception, whosoever have need of that God's remedy, for man's and 
woman's infirmity. 
They know that if there were any sin in matrimony, it were chiefly to be 


- thought to be in the bed-company. But St. Paul saith, that the bed-company 
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is undefiled. 

They know that the having of a wife was not an impediment for Abraham,! 
Moses,? Isaac,’ Jacob,* David,® &c., to talk with God; neither to the Levites, 
bishops’ and priests’ office,‘ in the time of the Old Testment or the New. 

They know that Christ would not be conceived or born of his blessed mother, 
the Virgin Mary, before she was espoused in marriage, his own ordinance. 

They know, by St. Cyprian and St. Augustine, that a vow is not an impedi- 
ment sufficient to let matrimony, or to diverce the same. ` 

They know that St. Chrysostome saith, it is heresy to affirm that a bishop 
may not have a wife. 

They know that Ambrose? will have no commandment but counsel only to 
be given, touching the observing of virginity. 

They know that Christ, with his blessed mother and the apostles, were ata 
marriage, and [therefore] beautified and honoured the same with his presence, 
and first miracle. 

To be short, they know that all that I have here written touching the mar- 
riage of priests, is true: and they know that the papists themselves do not 
observe, touching that matter, their own laws and canons, and yet they con- 
tinue marked in conscience with a hot iron, as detestable heretics in this behalf. 
The Lord give them grace to repent, if it be his good will. Amen. 

My second cause why I was condemned a heretic is, that J denied transub- 
stantiation and concomitation, two juggling words of the papists, by the which 
they do believe, and will compel all other to believe, that Christ's natural body 
is made of bread, and the Godhead by and by to be joined thereunto; so that 
immediately after the words called ‘ the words of consecration,’ there is no more 
bread and wine in the sacrament, but the substance only of the body and blood 
of Christ together with his Godhead: so that the same being now Christ, both 
God and man, ought to be worshipped with godly honour, and to be offered to 
God, both for the quick and the dead, as a sacrifice propitiatory and satisfac- 
tory for the same. This matter was not long debated in words: but because 
I denied the aforesaid papistical doctrine (yea rather, plain, most wicked, ido- 
latry, blasphemy and heresy), I was judged a heretic. 

I did also affirm the pope to be Antichrist, and popery antichristianity. 
And I confessed the doctrine of the Bible to be sufficient doctrine, touching all 
and singular matters of christian religion, and of salvation. 

I also alieged, that the oath against the supremacy of the bishop of Rome, 
was a lawful oath, and so was the oath made by us all, touching the king's or 
queen's pre-eminence : for Chrysostome saith, that apostles, evangelists, and all 
men in every realm, were ever, and ought to be ever, touching both body and 
goods, in subjection to the kingly authority, who hath the sword in his hand, as 
God's principal officer and governor in every realm. I desired the bishops to 
repent for bringing the realm from Christ to Antichrist, from light to darkness, 
from verity to vanity. 

Thus you know the sum of my last examination and condemnation. Pray for 
me, and I will pray for you. 

God be praised, since my condemnation I was never afraid to die; God's 
will be done. If I shrink from God's truth, I am sure of another manner of 
death than had judge Hales. But God be praised, even from the bottom of my 
heart, I am unmovably settled upon the rock, nothing doubting but that my 
dear God will perform and finish the work, that he hath begun in me and 
others. To him be all honour both now and ever, through Christ our only and 
whole Saviour. Amen. 


And thus much wrote Dr. Taylor, concerning this matter, to his 
friend. 

You heard in the former answers a little before, certain allegations 
touched of Dr. Taylor out of St. Cyprian, Augustine, Chrysostome, 


(1) Gen. xviii. (2) Exod. xviii. (3) Gen. xxv. (4) Gen. xxxi. (5) 2 Kings vii. 
(6) Matt. i. (7) Ambrose 3, “ Qui integritat.” 


HE DEFENDETH PRIESTS' MARRIAGES. 689 


and Ambrose, touching the lawfulness of priests’ marriage Now ye Mary. 
shall hear the places of the said doctors cited and produced out of 4 p, 
their own books, as here ensueth. 1555. 


The Places of the Doctors alleged before, in Dr. Taylor’s Letter. 


This question was asked of St. Cyprian,’ ** What should be done with those A deacon 
religious persons, that could not keep their chastity as they had vowed.” He & virgin, 
answered thus: “Thou dost ask what we do judge of virgins, which, after they other that 
had decreed to live chastely, are afterward found in bed with a man. Of which hath de- 
thou sayest, that one of them was a deacon. We do with great sorrow see the dicated 
great ruin of many persons, which cometh by the reason of such unlawful and to virgin- 
perilous companying together. Wherefore, if they have dedicated themselves ity, if un- 
unto Christ in faith, to live purely and chastely, then let them so remain without live to 
any fable, and strongly and steadfastly abide the reward of virginity. But if chaste, 
they will not abide, or else cannot abide, then it is better to marry, than to fall ought to 
into the fire of concupiscence: and let them give to the brethren and sisters, ay 
none occasion of slander ;” etc. 


* Certain men do affirm, those men to be adulterers, that do marry after that 
they have vowed chastity. But I do affirm, that those men do grievously sin, 
the which do separate them," etc.* 


“ Chastity of the body ought to be desired of us: which thing I do give for a 
counsel, and do not command it imperiously.? For virginity is a thing which 
ought to be only counselled, but not to be commanded : it is rather a thing of 
voluntary will, and not a precept.” 


A brief Recapitulation out of Dr. Taylor’s Causes afore touched, for 
the Reader more evidently to see how the Papists do against their 
own Knowledge, in forbidding Priests’ Marriage. 


The pope’s clergy, forbidding ecclesiastical persons to marry, do against their 
conscience and knowledge, as may well be proved by these causes hereunder 
following. 

First; they know that matrimony in the Old Testament, “de jure institu- 
tionis,” is indifferently permitted to all men without any exception. 

Secondly; they know, that in the Old Testament, “de facto," both priests, 
Levites, prophets, patriarchs, and all others had their wives. 

Thirdly; they know that matrimony was permitted and instituted of God, for 
two principal ends; to wit, for procreation, and avoiding of sin. 

Fourthly; they know that in the Old Testament God not only instituted and 
permitted matrimony to be free, but also induceth and appointeth men to marry 
and take wives, in these words: “ It is not good for a man to be alone,” etc. 

Fifthly ; they know that in the New Testament St. Paul permitteth the state 
of matrimony free to all men, having not the gift of continency, and forbiddeth 
none. 

Sixthly ; they know that in the New Testament the said St. Paul not only 
permitteth, but also expressly willeth and chargeth men, having not the gift, 
to marry ; saying, “ For avoiding fornication, let every man have his wife,” etc. 

Seventhly; they know that in the New Testament the said St. Paul not only 
permitteth and commandeth, but also commendeth and praiseth the state of 
matrimony, calling it “honourable,” and the bed-company to be “undefiled,” etc.5 

Eighthly ; they know that in the New Testament Christ himself not only 
was not conceived nor born of the Virgin before she was espoused in matri- 
mony; but also, that both he and his blessed mother did beatify and honour 
the state of matrimony with their presence: yea, in the same began his first 
miracle. . 

Ninthly ; they know both by the Old Testament and New, that marriage is 


(1) Cyprian, lib. i. Epist. 11. 

(2) Augustine, in his book, “ De bono Conjugali," ad Julianum. 

(3) The pope and his bishops command and counsel not to marry ; yea, and to burn men for 
marrying. (4) Ambrose, 32. Quest. i. cap. “ Integritas.” (5) Heb. xiii. 
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no impediment to walk in the obedience of God's commandment; for both 
Abraham carried into the land of Canaan his old, yea and barren wife, the 
virtuous woman Sarah, with him: and also to Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, and 
others, their marriage was no impediment to them totalk with God ; neither to 
other Levites, bishops and priests, in the time of both the Old Testament, and 
of the New. Again, neither was it a let to Peter, Philip, and others, both to 
have their wives with them, and also to supply the office of apostleship. 

Tenthly ; they know both by the Old Testament and New, that sinful forni- 
cation and adultery depriveth man of God's favour and graces of the Holy 
Ghost, which graces especially be requisite in the men of the church. 

Eleventhly; they know in their own secret conscience, and by experience, 
that neither they which enjoin this vow of chastity, nor they which take it, do 
observe the vow of chastity. Whereupon rise inconveniences more than can be 
expressed : but the Lord above knoweth all, besides the secret murders, per- 
adventure, of many a poor infant, etc. 

Twelfthly ; they know by St. Cyprian,’ and St. Augustine,? that a vow is no 
impediment suflicient to let matrimony, or to divorce the same. 

Thirteenthly ; they know that Chrysostome affirmeth it to be a heresy to say, 
that a bishop may not have a wife. 

Fourteenthly ; they know that St. Ambrose? will have no commandment, 
but counsel only to be given, touching the observing of virginity. 

Fifteenthly ; they know that before the time of pope Hildebrand, that is, 
during the time of one thousand years after Christ, marriage was never re- 
strained, by any forcible necessity of vow, from men of the church. 

Sixteenthly ; they know that St. Paul calleth it the doctrine of devils, to forbid 
meats and marriage, which God hath left free, with thanksgiving, for necessity 
of man and woman. 


After that Dr. Taylor thus, with great spirit and courage, had an- 
swered for himself, and stoutly rebuked his adversaries for breaking 
their oath made before to king Henry and to king Edward his son, 
and for betraying the realm into the power of the Roman bishop ; 
they—perceiving that in no case he could be stirred to their wills 
and purpose; that is, to turn with them from Christ to Antichrist— 
committed him thereupon to prison again, where he endured till the 
last of January. 


DR. TAYLOR THE FOURTH TIME, WITH MASTER BRADFORD, AND 
MASTER SAUNDERS, BROUGHT BEFORE WINCHESTER 
AND OTHER BISHOPS. 


On the day and year aforesaid, Dr. Taylor, and master Bradford, 
and master Saunders, were again called to appear before the bishop 
of Winchester, the bishops of Norwich, London, Salisbury, and 
Durham ; and there were charged again with heresy and schism: and 
therefore a determinate answer was required; whether they would 
submit themselves to the Roman bishop, and abjure their errors ; or 
else they would, according to their laws, proceed to their con- 
demnation. 

When Dr. Taylor and his fellows, master Bradford and master 
Saunders, heard this, they answered stoutly and boldly, that they 
would not depart from the truth which they had preached in king 
Edward's. days, neither would they submit themselves to the Romish 
Antichrist ; but they thanked God for so great mercy, that he would 
call them to be worthy to suffer for his word and truth. 

(1) Epist. xi. 


(2) Lib. de Bono Viduitatis, ad Julianum, [Tom. vi. $. 13, col. 375. Edit. Bened, — Ep. 
(3) 32. Quest. i. cap. “ Integritas.” 
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When the bishops saw them so boldly, constantly, and unmovably mary. 
fixed in the truth, they read the sentence of death upon them, which 4.p.- 
when they had heard, they most joyfully gave God thanks, and 1555. 
stoutly said unto the bishops, “We doubt not, but God the righteous ganaco 
Judge will require our blood at your hands, and the proudest of you of death 
all shall repent this receiving again cf Antichrist; and your tyranny upon in- 
that ye now show against the flock of Christ.” nocents. 

So was Dr. Taylor now condemned, committed to the Clink, and Taylor 
the keepers charged straitly to keep him: “ For ye have now another £25. 
manner of charge,” quoth the lord chancellor, “ than they had before : 
therefore look ye; take heed to it.” 

When the keeper brought him toward the prison, the people removed 
flocked about to gaze upon him: unto whom he said, * God be fom the 
praised, good people, I am come away from them undefiled, and will the ter 
confirm the truth with my blood." So was he bestowed in the Clink by mht. 
till it was toward night; and then he was removed to the Compter 
by the Poultry. 

When Dr. Taylor had lain in the said Compter in the Poultry a 
seven-night or thereabouts prisoner, the 4th of February, a. p. 1555, 
Edmund Bonner bishop of London, with others, came to the said 
Compter to degrade him, bringing with them such ornaments as do 
appertain to their massing-mummery. Now, being come, he called Bonner 
for the said Dr. Taylor to be brought unto him; the bishop being cometh to 
then in the chamber where the keeper of the Compter and his wife him. 
lay. So Dr. Taylor was brought down from the chamber above that, 
to the said Bonner. And at his coming, the bishop said, “ Master 
doctor, I would you would remember yourself, and turn to your Per- 
mother, holy church; so may you do well enough, and I will sue for 555i to 
your pardon.” Whereunto master Taylor answered, “ I would you 9m he 
and your fellows would turn to Christ. As for me, I will not turn 
to Antichrist.” ** Well,” quoth the bishop, “I am come to degrade 
you: wherefore put on these vestures.” “No,” quoth Dr. Taylor, Taylor 
“I will not.” “ Wilt thou not?” said the bishop. “I shall make 204 20", 
thee ere I go.” Quoth Dr. Taylor, * You shall not, by the grace for put- 
of God." Then he charged him upon his obedience to do it: but the mass- 
he would not do it for him; so he willed another to put them upon ments. 
his back. And when he was thoroughly furnished therewith, he set 
his hands to his side, walking up and down, and said, * How say Taylor 
you, my lord? am not I a goodly fool? How say you, my masters ? (ae, 
If 1 were in Cheap, should I not have boys enough to laugh at these massing 
apish toys, and toying trumpery ?” So the bishop scraped his fingers, 
thumbs, and the crown of his head, and did the rest of such like 
devilish observances. 

At the last, when he should have given Dr. Taylor a stroke on 
the breast with his crosier-staff, the bishop’s chaplain said: “ My 
lord ! strike him not, for he will sure strike again." “ Yea, by St. 

Peter will I,” quoth Dr. Taylor. “The cause is Christ's, and I, 

were no good Christian, if I would not fight in my Master's quarrel.” prayeth 

So the bishop laid his curse upon him, but struck him not. Then against 

Dr. Taylor said, “ Though you do curse me, yet God doth bless me. te nore 

I have the witness of my conscience, that ye have done me wrong detesta. 

and violence: and yet I pray God, if it be his will, to forgive you. mities. 
Yv2 
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But from the tyranny of the bishop of Rome, and his detestable 
enormities, good Lord deliver us!" And in going up to his 
chamber, he still said, ** God deliver me from you! God deliver me 
from you!” And when he came up, he told master Bradford (for 
they both lay in one chamber), that he had made the bishop of 
London afraid: “ for,” saith he laughingly, * his chaplain gave him 
counsel not to strike me with his crosier-staff, for that I would strike 
again; and, by my troth,” said he, rubbing his hands, “ I made him 
believe I would do so indeed." 

The night after that he was degraded, his wife and his son Thomas 
resorted unto him, and were, by the gentleness of the keepers, per- 
mitted to sup with him. For this difference was ever found between 
the keepers of the bishops' prisons, and the keepers of the king's 
prisons: that the bishops' keepers were ever cruel, blasphemous, and 
tyrannous like their masters: but the keepers of the king's prisons 
Showed, for the most part, as much favour as they possibly might. 
So came Dr. T'aylor's wife, his son, and John Hull his servant, to sup 
with him : and at their coming-in afore supper, they kneeled down 
and prayed, saying thelitany. After supper walking up and down, 
he gave God thanks for his grace, that had so called him, and given 
him strength to abide by his holy word: and turning to his son 
Thomas, he said : 


** My dear son, Almighty God bless thee, and give thee his holy spirit, to 
be a true servant of Christ, to learn his word, and constantly to stand by his 
truth all thy lifelong. And, my son, see that thou fear God always. Flee 
from all sin, and wicked living: be virtuous, serve God with daily prayer, and 
apply thy book. In any wise see that thou be obedient to thy mother, love her 
and serve her: be ruled by her now in thy youth, and follow her good counsel 
in allthings. Beware of lewd company, of young men that fear not God, but 
follow their lewd lusts and vain appetites. Fly from whoredom, and hate all 
filthy living, remembering, that I thy father do die in the defence of holy mar- 
riage. Another day, when God shall bless thee, love and cherish the poor 
people, and count that thy chief riches is, to be rich in alms: and when thy 
mother is waxed old, forsake her not; but provide for her to thy power, and 
see that she lack nothing: for so will God bless thee, and give thee long life 
upon earth, and prosperity: which I pray God to grant thee.” 1 


Then, turning to his wife, he said thus: 


* My dear wife, continue steadfast in the fear and love of God; keep 
yourself undefiled from their popish idolatries and superstitions. I have been 
unto you a faithful yoke-fellow, and so have you been unto me; for the which 
I pray God to reward you; and doubt not, dear wife, but God will reward it.— 
Now the time is come that I shall be taken from you, and you discharged of 
the wedlock-bond towards me: therefore I will give you my counsel, what I 
think most expedient for you. You are yet a child-bearing woman, and there- 
fore it will be most convenient for you to marry. For doubtless you shall 
never be at a convenient stay for yourself and our poor children, nor out of 
trouble, till you be married. Therefore, as soon as God will provide it, marr 
with some honest faithful man that feareth God. Doubt you not, God will 
provide an honest husband for you, and he will be a merciful Father to you 
and to my children; whom I pray you bring up in the fear of God, and in 
learning, to the uttermost of your power, and keep them from this Romish 
idolatry.” 


When he had thus said, they with weeping tears prayed together, 
and kissed one the other: and he gave to his wife a book of the 


1) Taylor's godly exhortation to his son, is worthy of all youth to be marked. 
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church-service, set out by king Edward, which he, in the time of his ery. 
imprisonment, daily used. And unto his son Thomas he gave a ^4. p. 
Latin book, containing the notable sayings of the old martyrs, 1555. 
gathered out of “ Ecclesiastica Historia;" and in the end of that ^ 
book he wrote his testament and last “ vale," as hereafter followeth. 


The last Will and Testament of Dr. Rowland Taylor, Parson of 
Hadley, written in the Book which he gave to his Son. 


Isay to my wife, and to my children, The Lord gave you unto me, and the 
Lord hath taken me from you, and you from me:! blessed be the name of the 
Lord! I believe that they are blessed which die in the Lord? God careth for 
sparrows, and for the hairs of our heads? I have ever found him more faithful 
and favourable, than is any father or husband. Trust ye therefore in him by the 
means of our deár Saviour Christ's merits: believe, love, fear and obey him: 
pray to him, for he hath promised to help. Count me not dead, for I shall 
certainly live, and never die. 1 go before, and you shall follow after, to our 
long home. I go to the rest of my children, Susan, George, Ellen, Robert and 
Zachary : I have bequeathed you to the only Omnipotent. 

I say to my dear friends of Hadley, and to all others which have heard me A pure 
preach ; that I depart hence with a quiet conscience, as touching my doctrine, consci- 
for the which I pray you thank God with me. For I have, after my little gui 
talent, declared to others those lessons that I gathered out of God's book, 
the blessed Bible. Therefore if I, or an angel from heaven, should preach to 
you any other gospel than that ye have received, God's great curse upon that 
preacher! 

Beware, for God's sake, that ye deny not God, neither decline from the word A grave 
of faith, lest God decline from you, and so do ye everlastingly perish. For Warning 


God's sake beware of popery, for though it appear to have in it unity, yet the Popery 

same is vanity and antichristianity, and not in Christ's faith and verity. The sin 
Beware of the sin against the Holy Ghost, now after such a light opened so tre Holy 

plainly and simply, truly, thoroughly, and generally to all England. Ghost. 


The Lord grant all men his good and holy Spirit, increase of his wisdom, a godly 
contemning the wicked world, hearty desire to be with God and the heavenly prayer. 
company; through Jesus Christ, our only Mediator, Advocate, righteousness, 
life, sanctification, and hope. Amen, Amen. Pray, pray. 


Rowland Taylor departing hence in sure hope, without all doubting of 
eternal salvation, I thank God my heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ my certain Saviour, Amen. 


The 5th of February, anno 1555. 


The Lord is my light and my salvation: whom then shall I fear ?* 
God is he that justifieth : who is he that can condemn ?5 
In thee, O Lord, have I trusted, let me never be confounded.* 


On the next morrow after that Dr. Taylor had supped with his wife 
in the Compter, as is before expressed, which was the 5th day of 
February, the sheriff of London with his officers came to the Compter Taytor lea 
by two o'clock in the morning, and so brought forth Dr. T'aylor ; and Gompter 
without any light led him to the Woolsack, an inn without Aldgate. by nieht 
Dr. Taylor's wife, suspecting that her husband should that night be Hadiey. 
carried away, watching all night in St. Botolph's church-porch beside 
Aldgate, having with her two children, the one named Elizabeth, of 
thirteen years of age (whom, being left without father or mother, 
Dr. Taylor had brought up of alms from three years old), the other 
named Mary, Dr. Taylor's own daughter. 


(1) Job i. 2. (2) Apoc. xiv. (3) Luke xii. 
(4) Psal. xxvii. (5) Rom. viii. (6) Psal. xxx. 


694 THE STORY OF ROWLAND TAYLOR, MARTYR. 


Mary. | Now, when the sheriff and his company came against St. Botolph's 
"A.D. Church, Elizabeth cried, saying, ** O my dear father! mother, mother, 
1555. here is my father led away." Then cried his wife, “ Rowland, Row- 
aene land, where art thou ?”-—for it was a very dark morning, that the one 
meeting could not see the other. Dr. Taylor answered, “ Dear wife, I am 


and leave- . . . 
taking — here;" and staid. The sheriff’s men would have led him forth; 


Vea) but the sheriff! said, “ Stay a little, masters, I pray you ; and let him 
children. speak to his wife:" and so they staid. 

Then came she to him, and he took his daughter Mary in his 
arms: and he, his wife, and Elizabeth, kneeled down and said the 
Lord's prayer. At which sight the sheriff wept apace, and so did 
divers others of the company. After they had prayed, he rose up 
and kissed his wife, and shook her by the hand, and said, ** Farewell, 
my dear wife; be of good comfort, for I am quiet in my conscience. 
God shall stir up a father for my children." And then he kissed his 
daughter Mary, and said, * God bless thee, and make thee his ser- 
vant:" and kissing Elizabeth, he said, “ God bless thee. I pray you 
all stand strong and steadfast unto Christ and his word, and keep you 
from idolatry.” Then said his wife, “God be with thee, dear Row- 
land ; I will, with God's grace, meet thee at Hadley." 

Taylor And so was he led forth to the Woolsack, and his wife followed 
vrovght him. As soon as they eame to the Woolsack, he was put into a 
sisnofthe chamber, wherein he was kept with four yeomen of the guard, and 
sack. — the sheriffs men. Dr. Taylor, as soon as he was come into the 
chamber, fell down on his knees and gave himself wholly to prayer. 
Theshe- The sheriff then, seeing Dr. Taylor's wife there, would in no case 
tienes” grant her to speak any more with her husband, but gently desired 
showed © her to go to his house, and take it as her own, and promised her she 
woman. should lack nothing, and sent two officers to conduct her thither. 
Notwithstanding she desired to go to her mothers, whither the 
officers led her, and charged her mother to keep her there till they 
came again. 

Thus remained Dr. Taylor in the Woolsack, kept by the sheriff 
and his company, till eleven o'clock ; at which time the sheriff of 
Essex was ready to receive: and so they set him on horseback 
within the inn, the gates being shut. 

At the coming out of the gates, John Hull, before spoken of, 
stood at the rails with Thomas, Dr. Taylor's son. When Dr. Taylor 
saw them, he called them, saying, “ Come hither, my son Thomas.” 

Taylor And John Hull lifted the child up, and set him on the horse before 
taketh his his father: and Dr. Taylor put off his hat, and said to the people that 
his son stood there looking on him, “Good people, this is mine own son, be- 
and John gotten of my body in lawful matrimony; and God be blessed for 
Hull. [awful matrimony.” Then lifted he up his eyes towards heaven, and 
prayed for his son ; laid his hat upon the child's head and blessed 
him ; and so delivered the child to John Hull, whom he took by the 
hand and said, “ Farewell, John Hull, the faithfullest servant that 
ever man had."? And so they rode forth, the sheriff of Essex, with 
four yeomen of the guard, and the sheriff's men leading him. 
Arthur When they were come almost at Brentwood, one Arthur Faysie, 
Faysie a man of Hadley, who before time had been Dr. Taylor's servant, 


(1) This sheriff was master Chester. (2) A good testimony for all servants to mark. 
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met with them ; and he, supposing him to have been at liberty, said, Mary. 
** Master doctor, I am glad to see you again at liberty,” and came to 4 ^ 
him, and took him by the hand. “Soft sir,” quoth the sheriff, “he 1555, 
is a prisoner ; what hast thou to do with him ?” * I cry you mercy,” 
said Arthur; “I knew not so much, and I thought it no offence to 
talk to a true man.” The sheriff was very angry with this, and 
threatened to carry Arthur with him to prison; notwithstanding, he 
bade him get quickly away. And so they rode forth to Brentwood, 
where they caused to be made for Dr. Taylor a close hood, with two A close 
holes for his eyes to look out at, and a slit for his mouth to breathe at. hood or 
This they did, that no man should know him, nor he speak to any Tayler, 
man: which practice they used also with others. Their own con- man 


sciences told them, that they led innocent lambs to the slaughter. know. 
Wherefore they feared lest, if the people should have heard them ™™ 
speak, or have seen them,! they might have been much more 
strengthened by their godly exhortations, to stand. steadfast in God's 
word, and to fly the superstitions and idolatries of the papacy. 

All the way Dr. Taylor was joyful and merry, as one that accounted Taylor 
himself going to a most pleasant banquet or bridal. He spake many anna 
notable things to the sheriff and yeomen of the guard that conducted 
him, and often moved them to weep, through his much earnest calling 
upon them to repent, and to amend their evil and wicked living, 
Oftentimes also he caused them to wonder and rejoice, to see him so 
constant and steadfast, void of all fear, joyful in heart, and glad to die. tumes a 
Of these yeomen of the guard, three used Dr. Taylor friendly, but the notorious 
fourth (whose name was Homes), used him very homely, unkindly, to Tayio, 
and churlishly. 

At Chelmsford met them the sheriff of Suffolk, there to receive The she- 
him, and to carry him forth into Suffolk. And being at supper, the faex 1a- 
sheriff of Essex very earnestly laboured him to return to the popish boureth. 
religion, thinking with fair words to persuade him ; and said, ** Good him to 
master doctor! we are right sorry for you, considering what the loss P? * 
is of such a one as ye might be, if ye would. God hath given you 
great learning and wisdom; wherefore ye have been in great favour 
and reputation in times past with the council and highest of this 
realm. Besides this, ye are a man of goodly personage, in your best 
strength, and by nature like to live many years ; and, without doubt, 
ye should in time to come be in as good reputation as ever ye were, 
or rather better. For ye are well beloved of all men, as well for your 
virtues as for your learning: and me thinketh it were great pity you 
should cast away yourself willingly, and so come to such a painful and 
shameful death. Ye should do much better to revoke your opinions, 
and return to the catholic church of Rome, acknowledge the pope’s 
holiness to be the supreme head of the universal church, and reconcile 
yourself to him. You may do well yet, if you will. Doubt ye not 
but ye shall find favour at the queen’s hands. I and all these your 
friends will be suitors for your pardon; which, no doubt, ye shall 
obtain. This counsel I give you, good master doctor, of a good 
heart, and good-will toward you: and thereupon I drink to you.” In 
like manner said all the yeomen of the guard, “Upon that condition, 
master doctor, we will all drink to you.” 


(1) Christ’s adversaries werk all by darkness, 
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Mary. When they had all drank to him, and the cup was come to him, 
"A.D. he staid a little, as one studying what answer he might give. At the 

1555. last thus he answered and said, * Master sheriff, and my masters all, 
Tayor L heartily thank you for your good-will: I have hearkened to your 
maketh a words, and marked well your counsels. And to be plain with you, I 
death, do perceive that I have been deceived myself, and am like to deceive 
meetan- à great many of Hadley of their expectation.” With that word they 
swer forall rejoiced. “ Yea, good master doctor,” quoth the sheriff, “ God's 


tors and blessing on your heart! hold you there still. It is the comfortablest 

fore, word that we heard you speak yet. What! should ye cast away 
yourself in vain? Play a wise man’s part, and I dare warrant it, ye 
shall find favour.” Thus they rejoiced very much at the word, and 
were very merry. At the last, “Good master doctor,” quoth the 
sheriff, * what meant ye by this, that ye say ye think ye have been 
deceived yourself, and think ye shall deceive many a one in Hadley?” 
“ Would ye know my meaning plainly ?” quoth he. “ Yea,” quoth 
the sheriff, * good master doctor, tell it us plainly.” 

Then said Dr. Taylor, “ Y will tell you how I have been deceived, 
and, as I think, I shall deceive a great many. I am, as you see, a 
man that hath a very great carcase, which I thought should have been 

Ap- buried in Hadley churchyard, if I had died in my bed, as I well 

os. hoped I should have done; but herein I see I was deceived: and 
there are a great number of worms in Hadley churchyard, which 
should have had jolly feeding upon this carrion, which they have 
looked for many a day. But now I know we be deceived, both I 
and they ; for this carcase must be burnt to ashes: and so shall they 
lose their bait and feeding, that they looked to have had of it.” 

When the sheriff and his company heard him say so, they were 
amazed, and looked one on another, marvelling at the man’s constant 
mind, that thus, without all fear, made but a jest at the cruel tor- 
ment and death now at hand prepared for him. Thus was their 
expectation clean disappointed. And in this appeareth what was his 
meditation in his chiefest wealth and prosperity ; namely, that he 

good should shortly die, and feed worms in his grave: which meditation 

ccita- if all our bishops, and spiritual men had used, they had not, for a 
little worldly glory, forsaken the word of God and truth, which they, 
in king Edward's days, had preached and set forth; nor yet, to 
maintain the bishop of Rome's authority, have committed so many 
to the fire as they did. 

But let us return to Dr. Taylor, who, at Chelmsford, was delivered 
to the sheriff of Suffolk, and by him conducted to Hadley, where he 
suffered. When they were come to Lavenham, the sheriff staid 
there two days; and thither came to him a great number of gentle- 
men and justices upon great horses, which all were appointed to aid 
the sheriff. These gentlemen laboured Dr. Taylor very sore to re- 
duce him to the Romish religion, promising him his pardon, “ which,” 
said they, “ we have here for you." They promised him great pro- 
motions, yea a bishopric if he would take it: but all their labour 
and flattering words were in vain. For he had not built his house 
upon the sand, in peril of falling at every puff of wind; but upon 
the sure and unmovable rock, Christ. Wherefore he abode constant 
and unmovable unto the end. 
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After two days, the sheriff and his company led Dr. Taylor towards Mary. 
Hadley; and, coming within two miles of Hadley, he desired, for 4 D. 
somewhat, to light off his horse : which done, he leaped, and set a 1555. 
frisk or twain, as men commonly do in dancing.! “ Why, master Tayior — 
doctor,” quoth the sheriff, * how do you now?" He answered: ricis. 
“ Well, God be praised, good master sheriff, never better: for now so nigh 
I know I am almost at home. I lack not past two stiles to go over, ome: 
and I am even at my Father's house.— But, master sheriff,” said he, Another 
“ shall we not go through Hadley P^ “ Yes,” said the sheriff, “ you ers 
shall go through Hadley." Then said he, * O good Lord! I thank of his. 
thee, I shall yet once ere I die see my flock, whom thou Lord Desirous 
knowest I have most heartily loved, and truly taught. Good Lord! gj: his 
bless them, and keep them steadfast in thy word and truth." 

When they were now come to Hadley, and came riding over A poor 
the bridge, at the bridge-foot waited a poor man with five small man with 
children; who, when he saw Dr. Taylor, he and his children fell drencom- 
down upon their knees, and held up their hands, and cried with a nim. 
loud voice, and said, ** O dear father and good shepherd, Dr. Taylor ! 

God help and succour thee, as thou hast many a time succoured me 

and my poor children." Such witness had the servant of God, of his 
virtuous and charitable alms given in his lifetime : for God would 

now the poor should testify of his good deeds, to his singular com- 

fort, to the example of others, and confusion of his persecutors ánd 
tyrannous adversaries. For the sheriff and others that led him to 
death, were wonderfully astonied at this: and the sheriff sore rebuked 

the poor man for so crying. The streets of Hadley were beset on 

both sides the way with men and women of the town and country, 

who waited to see him; whom when they beheld so led to death, the 
with weeping eyes and lamentable voices they cried, saying one to fight, 
another, * Ah good Lord! there goeth our good shepherd from us, him. 
that so faithfully hath taught us, so fatherly hath cared for us, and 

so godly hath governed us. O merciful God! what shall we poor 
scattered lambs do? What shall come of this most wicked world ? Taylor 
Good Lord strengthen him, and comfort him :” with such other most confess- 
lamentable and piteous voices. Wherefore the people were sore re- truthand 
buked by the sheriff and the catchpoles his men, that led him. And eth the 
Dr. Taylor evermore said to the people, * I have preached to you with his 
God's word and truth, and am come this day to seal it with my blood.” loo. 

Coming against the almshouses, which he well knew, he cast to the 
poor people money which remained of that good people had given him 
in time of his imprisonment. As for his living, they took it from him 
at his first going to prison, so that he was sustained all the time of his 
imprisonment by the charitable alms of good people that visited him. 
Therefore the money that now remained he put in a glove ready Taylor 
for the same purpose, and (as is said) gave it to the poor almsmen aime, and 
standing at their doors to see him. And, coming to the last of the sve 
almshouses, and not seeing the poor that there dwelt, ready at their 
doors, as the other were, he asked: “Is the blind man and blind 
woman, that dwelt here, alive?” It was answered, “ Yea, they are 


(1) Doctor Taylor has been accused of levity by the papists; but doubtless it was holy joy which 
so powerfully wrought in the breast of this martyr in his way to the stake: for, “ per totum iter, 
ingens erat letitia, doxologiæ, psalmorumque cantiones." See the Latin Edition, p. 423.—Ep. 
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there within." "Then threw he glove and all in at the window, and 
so rode forth. 
Thus this good father and provider for the poor now took his leave 


Note this Of those, for whom all his life he had a singular care and study. For 
custom. this was his custom, once in a fortnight at the least, to call upon sir 


Aldham- 
common. 


Taylor is 
come 
home. 


Bonner's 
cost and 
liberality 
upon 
Taylor. 


help him. 


He is not 


suffered 
to speak 
to the 
people. 


Anthony Doyle, and others the rich cloth-makers, to go with him to 
the almshouses, and there to see how the poor lived; what they 
lacked in meat, drink, clothing, bedding, or any other necessaries. 
The like did he also to other poor men that had many children, or 
were sick. Then would he exhort and comfort them, and, where he 
found cause, rebuke the unruly ; and what they lacked, that gave he 
after his power: and what he was not able, he caused the rich and 
wealthy men to minister unto them. Thus showed he himself in all 
things an example to his flock, worthy to be followed : and taught 
by his deed, what a great treasure alms is, to all such as cheerfully, 
for Christ’s sake, do it. 

At the last, coming to Aldham-common, the place assigned where 
he should suffer, and seeing a great multitude of people gathered 
thither, he asked, * What place is this, and what meaneth it that so 
much people are gathered hither?” It was answered, “ It is Aldham- 
common, the place where you must suffer: and the people are come 
to look upon you." Then said he, “ Thanked be God, I am even 
at home ;” and so alighted from his horse, and with both his hands 
rent the hood from his head. 

Now was his head knotted evil-favouredly, and clipped much like 
as a man would clip a fool’s head; which cost the good bishop 
Bonner had bestowed upon him, when he degraded him. But when 
the people saw his reverend and ancient face, with a long white 
beard, they burst out with weeping tears, and cried, saying, ** God 
save thee, good Dr. Taylor! Jesus Christ strengthen thee, and help 
thee; the Holy Ghost comfort thee :” with such other like godly 
wishes. Then would he have spoken to the people, but the yeomen 
of the guard were so busy about him, that as soon as he opened his 
mouth, one or other thrust a tipstaff into his mouth, and would in 
no wise permit him to speak. 

Then desired he license of the sheriff to speak; but the sheriff 
denied it to him, and bad him remember his promise to the council. 
“ Well,” quoth Dr. Taylor, “ promise must be kept.” 

What this promise was, it is unknown: but the common fame was, 
that after he and others were condemned, the council sent for them, 
and threatened them they would cut their tongues out of their heads, 
except they would promise, that at their deaths they would keep 
silence, and not speak to the people. Wherefore, they, desirous to 
have the use of their tongues, to call upon God as long as they 
might live, promised silence. For the papists feared much, lest this 
mutation of religion, from truth to lies, from Christ’s ordinances to 
the popish traditions, should not so quietly have been received as it 
was; especially this burning of the preachers: but they, measuring 
others’ minds by their own, feared lest any tumult or uproar might 
have been stirred, the people having so just a cause not to be con- 
tented with their doings, or else (that they most feared) the people 
should more have been confirmed by their godly exhortations to 


THEIR CRUEL HANDLING OF HIM AT HIS DEATH. 699 


stand steadfast against their vain popish doctrine and idolatry. But Mary. 
thanks be to God, which gave to his witnesses faith and patience, A.D. 
with stout and manly hearts to despise all torments: neither was 1555. 
there so much as any one man that once showed any sign of dis- The go- 
obedience toward the magistrates. They shed their blood gladly in spelers 
the defence of the truth, so leaving example unto all men of true seditious 
and perfect obedience : which is, to obey God more than men ; and, a ean. 
if need require it, to shed their own blood, rather than to depart "enl ve. 
from God's truth. 

Dr. Taylor, perceiving that he could not be suffered to speak, sat 
down, and seeing one named Soyce, he called him and said, “ Soyce, I soyce 
pray thee come and pull off my boots, and take them for thy labour. uulleth off 
Thou hast long looked for them, now take them.” Then rose he up, 
and put off his clothes unto his shirt, and gave them away: which done, 
he said with a loud voice, “ Good people ! I have taught you nothing Taylor 
but God's holy word, and those lessons that I have taken out of God's confess- 
blessed book, the holy Bible: and I am come hither this day to seal truth. 
it with my blood." With that word, Homes, yeoman of the guard 
aforesaid, who had used Dr. Taylor very cruelly all the way, gave 
him a great stroke upon the head with a waster, and said, “ Is that 
the keeping of thy promise, thou heretic?” Then he, seeing they 
would not permit him to speak, kneeled down and prayed, and a poor A good 
woman that was among the people, stepped in and prayed with him : oming 


coming to 
but her they thrust away, and threatened to tread her down with pray with 


horses : notwithstanding she would not remove, but abode and prayed motbe 
with him. When he had prayed, he went to the stake, and kissed it, suffered, 
and set himself into a pitch-barrel, which they had set for him to stand 

in, and so stood with his back upright against the stake, with his 

hands folded together, and his eyes toward heaven, and so he con- 
tinually prayed. 

Then they bound him with chains, and the sheriff called one Richara 
Richard Donningham, a butcher, and commanded him to set up Donning- 
faggots: but he refused to do it, and said, “ I am lame, sir; and not 
able to lift a faggot.” The sheriff threatened to send him to prison ; 
notwithstanding he would not do it. 

Then appointed he one Mulleine, of Kersey, a man for his virtues The tor- 
fit to be a hangman, and Soyce a very drunkard, and Warwick, who, mentors 
in the commotion time in king Edward's days, lost one of his ears acre! 
for his seditious talk ; amongst whom also was one Robert King, a mentor. 
deviser of interludes, who albeit was there present, and had doing 
there with the gunpowder: what he meant and did therein (he him- 
self saith he did it for the best, and for quick despatch) the Lord 
knoweth, which shall judge all: more of this I have not to say. 

These four were appointed to set up the faggots, and to make the 
fire, which they most diligently did: and this Warwick cruelly cast a 
faggot at him, which lit upon his head, and brake his face, that the, , 
blood ran down his visage. Then said Dr. Taylor, * O friend, I patent." 
have harm enough ; what needed that ?" 

Furthermore, sir John Shelton there standing by, as Dr. Taylor was sir John 
speaking, and saying the psalm ** Miserere," in English, struck him on Shelton, 


(1) This King was also one of them which went with his halbert to bring them to death which 
were burnt at Bury. “He ceaseth not to be a common railer; God grant him a heart to reflect on 
what is past, and a tongue to play the part of a good Christian in a short while.” Ed. 1570, in loc.-- Ep, 
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Mary. the lips: * Ye knave,” said he, “ speak Latin: I will make thee.” 
"A.D. At the last they set to fire; and Dr. Taylor, holding up both his 
1555. hands, called upon God, and said, “ Merciful Father of heaven, for 
Zoyee Jesus Christ my Saviour's sake, receive my soul into thy hands." So 
striketh stood. he still without either crying or moving, with his hands folded 
witha together, till Soyce with a halbert struck him on the head that the 


have brains fell out, and the dead corpse fell down into the fire. . 
Thus rendered the man of God his blessed soul into the hands of 
his merciful Father, and to his most dear and certain Saviour Jesus 
Christ, whom he most entirely loved, faithfully and earnestly preached, 
obediently followed in living, and constantly glorified in death. 
Taylor They that were present and familiarly conversant with this Dr. 


his death. Taylor, reported of him, that they never did see in him any fear of 
death ; but especially, and above all the rest who besides him suffered 
at the same time, always showed himself merry and cheerful in time 
of his imprisonment: as well before his condemnation, as after, he 
kept one countenance and like behaviour ; whereunto he was the rather 
confirmed by the company and presence of master John Bradford, 
who then was in prison and chamber with him. 

The same morning, when he was called up by the sheriff to go to 
his burning (about three o'clock in the morning), being suddenly 
awaked out of his sound sleep, he sat up in his bed, and, putting on 
his shirt, said these words, speaking somewhat thick, after his accus- 
tomed manner, * Ah, whoreson thieves! ah, whoreson thieves ! rob 
God of his honour, rob God of his honour?” «Afterward being risen 
and tying his points, he cast his arms about a bulk which was in the 
chamber between master Bradford's bed and his ; and, there, hanging 

An ex- by the hands, said to master Bradford, ** O master Bradford,” quoth 


singular. he, “ what a notable sway should I give if I were hanged !” meaning 

mhm, for that he was a corpulent and big man.—These things I thought 
good here to note, to set forth and declare to those that shall read 
this history, what a notable and singular gift of spirit and courage 
God had given to this godly and blessed martyr. 

At what time Dr. Taylor was deprived of his benefice of Hadley, 
there was one called sir Robert Bracher, a false pretended protes- 
tant in king Edward’s days, and afterward a deadly enemy to the same 
religion ; who was also one of them that so unmercifully thrust Dr. 
Taylor's wife and children out of the doors, as she herself yet can 
testify ; and notwithstanding the same now since became 2 protestant 

sir, again. This sir Robert Bracher aforesaid, coming to Hadley to the 

Bracher’s burial of a certain friend of his, and God's great enemy, one Walter 

Hanes ^ Clark, albeit he came somewhat too late to the market (as he said), 

maketha yet desirous to utter such popish pelf and packware as he brought 

popish . N . . . 

sermon. with him, he opened there his baggage of pestilent doctrine, preach- 
ing in the same town of Hadley against justification by faith, of the 
corporal presence, of praying for the dead, and curicular confession ; 
whereof Dr. Taylor having understanding by letters, writeth again 
to them of Hadley, directing his letter to his wife in confutation of 
the said popish poisoned sermon ; the copy of which letter we thought 
not unworthy here, in the end of this story, to be annexed, as under 
followeth. 


A GODLY LETTER TO HIS WIFE. 701 


Mary. 


A Letter of Dr. Taylor of Hadley, written to his Wife. A.D. 
555. 


—- 


Dear wife, I pray God be ever with us, through Christ our only Mediator. 
Amen. 

I thank you for my cap ;! I am somewhat proud of it; for it is one step from 
the clergy in these days. I thank God my heart is clean divided from their 
proceedings: for I know that no man can serve two masters, specially if they 
agree no better than Christ and Antichrist do. I am glad that Hadley can 
skill of such packing-ware as was brought thither the first day of May last past. 
Christ's sheep can discern Christ's voice from the voice of strangers, thieves, 
or hirelings. The pack-bringer? was sorry that he came too late to the funeral- 
market of his faithful friend. But here I will leave them both to God's judg- 
ment, and something touch the matter whereof the packer made mention on 
his opening day. At the first he called the Scripture (as I hear) full of dark 
sentences, but indeed it is called of David, “a candle to our feet, and a light to The 
our paths.” Our Saviour Christ calleth his word, the light, which evil doers do Scripture 
flee from and hate, lest their deeds should be reproved thereby. St. Paul would S827 2P- 
have us to walk as children of light, and in any wise not to continue in igno- thecatho- 
rance or darkness. But all we in the world pertain to two princes ; either to lios to be 
the Father of light and truth, or else to the prince of darkness and lies. darkness. 

In these days preachers declare evidently of whom they are sent, and with 
what spirit they speak, and to what prince they belong. For they cry out 
against God's lights, sun, moon, stars, torches, lamps, lanterns, cressets, and 
candles, in God's book the Bible, provided of God's great goodness and mercy 
to avoid all foul darkness, clouds and mists, or dangerous doubtful ways, in this 
our journey fo our heavenly Father, long home, mansion-houses, and dearly 
purchased heritage. Isaiah, God's faithful messenger, saith, * Woe be unto 
them that call sweet sour, good evil/and light darkness. Therefore cometh 
my people into captivity, because they have no understanding." Our Saviour 
Christ pronounceth error and heresies to remain among the people, so long as 
ignorance of the Scriptures remaineth. And hereby it appeareth to all good 
consciences, what they mean, which defame or accuse God's blessed word being 
full of light, as though it were full of darkness. These owls would have all 
day-lights scraped out of books, hearts, and churches. O Lord, turn their 
hearts and tongues; bow them from the way of darkness, lest they go to the 
prince of darkness, and be cast into the pit of utter darkness, where is weeping 
and gnashing of teeth ! 

Now, touching the packs of wool, and the packs of cloth, I fear they were as The 
all other wares be, transubstantiate into stocks; even his very finest packing Pope's 
stuff against only faith justifying, and for the corporal presence of Christ's body pack- jus- 
in the sacrament, for praying for souls departed, and for auricular confession. tification 
Abraham's justification by faith, by grace, by promise, and not by works, is by works, 
plainly set forth both in the fourth chapter of the epistle to the Romans, and in presence, 
the third chapter to the Galatians; and Abraham’s works of obedience, in prayers 
offering up his son so long after his justification, must needs be taken as a fruit for souls, 
of a good tree justifying before men, and not of justification before God ; for confes- 
then had man to glory in; then did Christ die in vain. sion. 

And whereas the sixth chapter of John was alleged, to prove that Christ did The cor- 
give his body corporally in his supper, even as he had promised in the said poral pre- 
chapter, it is most untrue. For only he gave his body sacramentally, spiritually, Christ's 
and effectually, in his supper to the faithful apostles, and corporally he gave it body, in 
in a bloody sacrifice for the life of the world upon the cross once for all. the ae 
There, in his own person, in his own natural body, he bare all our sins. By Ftually, 
whose stripes we are healed, as St. Peter proveth.? Indeed receiving Christ's upon the 
sacrament accordingly as it was instituted, we receive Christ’s body and Christ’s porally. 
blood, even, as I said before, the apostles did. 

But the popish mass is another matter. The mass as it is now, is but one of The mass 
Antichrist’s youngest daughters, in the which the devil is rather present and the pope's 


: : : we t 
received, thàn our Saviour, the second person in Trinity, God and man. O daughter. 
(1) This cap was a round cap, sent by Miles Coverdale to Dr. Taylor by his wife. 

(2) This “packer” was sir Robert Bracher, preaching popish doctrine at Hadley. 

(3) 1 Pet. ii. and Isa, liii. 


102 


Mary. 


A. D. 
1555. 


Descrip- 
tion of 
the pope's 
kingdom. 


Chrysos- 
tome 
popishly 
applied. 


The 
meaning 
of Chry- 
sostome 
rightly 
expound- 
ed con- 
cerning 
Flias’s 
cloak. 


Christ’s 
natural 
body can- 
not be 
divided. 


Was * 
never in 
two places 
at once. 


Auricular 
confes- 
sion. 
Praying 
for the 
dead. 


THE STORY OF ROWLAND TAYLOR, MARTYR. 


Lord God heavenly Father! for Christ’s sake, we beseech thee to turn again 
England to the right way it was in,in king Edward’s time, from this Babylonical, 
Jewish, spiritual whoredom, conspiracy, tyranny, detestable enormities, false 
doctrine, heresy, hardness of heart, and contempt of thy word and command- 
ments; from this evident and open idolatry, sacrilege, simony, blasphemy, 
superstition, hypocrisy, transubstantiate angel of light, and day-devil, kingdom 
of lies, foul vain schisms, sects, sedition, apostasy, gay sweet poison, honied 
and sugared viperous venom, wily wolfishness, satanical subtilty, and abomina- 
tion in the sight of God, and all such as put on the true spectacles of holy 
Scripture. I am the more plain now in this matter, because I fear greatly, that 
many will be too much ready to go from Christ to Antichrist, from the Bible, 
God's true service and religion, to Latin lying legends, portueses, mass books, 
and superstition. They say their church cannot err in any point, when indeed 
they be not of God’s church, and therefore they can do nothing but err, even as 
they do almost in all cases of true faith. . 

But, to come again to the packer, rather than preacher, he bringeth St. 
Chrysostome, writing ** Ad populum Antiochenum," where he maketh a com- 
parison between Christ's flesh, and Elias's cloak cast down to Elizeus, when Elias 
was taken up in the fiery chariot: at length he saith, that Christ, ascending up 
to heaven, took his flesh with him, and also left his flesh behind him in earth. 

The meaning of it is, he did ascend with his flesh, and left a memorial cloak! 
of the same body and flesh, which he calleth his flesh, as he in the sacramental 
phrase calleth bread his body, because it representeth his body; and as, in like 
manner of sacramental speech, a lamb was called the passover, the circum- 
cision, God's covenant. He took up his flesh corporally, and left his flesh in 
mystery and sacrament spiritually. Or it may be said, that he left his flesh 
upon earth; that is, his mystical body, his faithful people; whom St. Paul 
calleth the members of his body, of his flesh, of his bones? In Genesis xlix. 
there is no word of Christ's sacrament; but there is a prophecy of Christ's pas- 
sion wherein his foal was bound, that is, his body. And whereas he speaketh 
there of grapes and wine, it is as that is spoken of Christ in another place, where 
he saith, ** Ego solus torcular calcavi," “I alone did tread the wine-press;" 
meaning thereby, that Christ alone suffered painful passion for the remission of 
sins, and for the consolation of his faithful soldiers. 

It is not true, that the packer said, that Christ's infinite power may make his 
body to be in a thousand places at once, as a loaf to be in a thousand bellies : 
for then may Christ divide the parts of his body, as a loaf is divided, and so 
consumed ; and then might Scripture be false, appointing Christ’s body to be 
but in one place. The articles of our faith tell us sufficiently where Christ's 
body is. It was never in two places at once, neither ever shall be, neither ever 
can be corporally and naturally; neither ever was, is, can, or shall be eaten so 
with any corporal mouths, as the Capernaites and the papists most erroneously 
and heretically do judge. If our Saviour Jesus Christ hath no other body 
natural than is made of the substance of bread, and is in a thousand places at 
once, as I have often said in Hadley, we are not yet redeemed, neither shall our 
bodies rise again, and be made like unto his glorious body. We are sure that 
our Saviour Christ’s body is made of none other substance than of his mother 
the blessed Virgin Mary’s substance. Weare sure that he taketh not the nature 
of angels, much less of bread. Only he taketh on him the seed of Abraham, in 
all things like unto us, sin only except.* And this is a comfortable doctrine to 
us Christians, believing steadfastly, as the true catholic faith is, that Christ hath 
but two natures, perfect God, and perfect man. Upon this rock Christ's church 
is builded, and the gates of hell shall never prevail against it.5 

I speak nothing now of auricular confession, and praying for souls departed ; 
because I donot hear what authors the packer brought in for this purpose. Sure I 
am that hecan bring no authentical and canonical warrant for such his packware. 
He may say what he will of Hebricians and Grecians; and of flesh under forms, 
and not above forms, or above the board. He may conjure and convey, pass 
and repass, even what he will in such clouds and mists. He reproved the 
Scriptures as full of darkness, and yet is full of darkness himself. He did wit- 
tily, to bring proofs out of Jewry, Turkey, and other strange places, for his 


(1) Of this memorial cloak, read before in Dr. Ridley's disputations. 
(2) Ephes. v. (3) Acts iii. Phil. iii. and Heb. iii. (4) Heb. ii. (5) Matt. xvi. 
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round white coke; for that such his pedlary pelf-pack is contrary to the plain Mory. 
simplicity of Christ’s supper. He glanced at priests’ marriage. He might 
against that have brought as ancient a doctor as any be alleged out of Hebrew, A.D. 
for his mass and wafer cake, that is “ doctor Devil.” 1 1555. 
I marvel that he did not confute and confound St. Paul for the sentences 
written above the altar, of the which he made mention in the pulpit. For he, 
and his fellows of Oxford, be so profound, so excellent, so glorious, and 
triumphant clerks, that they can easily prove a man an ass, and all writers on the 
Bible ignorant, simple, full of errors, full of heresies, and beggarly fools. Yet 
they will be called catholics, faithful and true christian people, defenders of the 
holy mother the church: but truly they take part with the prince of darkness, 
with Antichrist, with Jezebel? "They will not be called papists, pharisees, 
Jews, Turks, heretics, and so forth : but whatsoever they will be called, God's 
religion had never more evident adversaries; and that in all the chief points of 
it: no not then, when our Saviour Christ whipt such merchants out of the English 
temple, calling them a company of thieves? God give them grace to repent! people 
God be thanked that the nobility something of late have spied and stopped their iikened to 
tyranny. O unhappy England! O more ungrateful people! sooner Mowitched tians. 
than the foolish Galatians. We have now no excuse. 
We have undoubtedly seen the true trace of the prophetical, apostolical, pri- 
mitive catholic church. We are warned to beware, lest we be led out of that 
way, society, and rule of religion. Now we shall show what countrymen we 
be, whether spiritual and heavenly, or carnal and worldly. We had as true 
knowledge as ever was in any country, or at any time, since the beginning of 
the world; God be praised there-for. If Hadley, being so many years per- 
suaded in such truth, will now willingly and wittingly forsake the same, and 
defile itself with the cake-god, idolatry, and other antichristianity thereunto The cake- 
belonging, let it surely look for many and wonderful plagues of God shortly. 89. 
Though another have the benefice, yet, as God knoweth, I cannot but be careful zeal of 
for my dear Hadley. And therefore as I could not but speak, after the first Dr. Tay- 
abominable mass begun there, I being present no more, I cannot but write now Wadley. 
being absent, hearing of the wicked profanation of my late pulpit by such a 
wily wolf. God’s love, mercy, goodness, and favour hath been unspeakable, in 
teaching us the right way of salvation and justification: let us all have some 
zeal; some care how to serve him according to his goodwill written. The 
God of love and peace be ever in Hadley, through Christ our only Advocate. 
Amen. Rowland Taylor. 


After that Stephen Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, had got the The pro- 
laws and the secular arm on his side, as ye have heard, with full oredines 
power and authority to reign and rule as he listed, and had brought pope-ca- 
these godly bishops and reverend preachers aforesaid under foot, maintain- 
namely, the archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Ridley bishop of London, zin: 
master Latimer, master Hooper bishop of Worcester and Gloucester, 
master Rogers, master Saunders, Dr: Taylor, and master Bradford, 
all which he had now presently condemned, and some also burned, 
he supposed now-all had been cock-sure, and that Christ had been the man- 
conquered for ever, so that the people, being terrified with example Proce- 
of these great learned men condemned, never would nor durst once ing alike 
rout against their violent religion: not much unlike in this behalf to eathoties 
the manner of the Turks, who, when they cannot maintain their sect Tuna" 
by good learning and truth of God’s word, think by violence of sword 
to force whom they can to their belief; and, that done, afterward 
make laws, no man under pain of heresy to dispute, or once to call in 
question any of their proceedings. Even so, Stephen Gardiner and 
his fellows, when they see they cannot prevail by trial of God’s word, 


(1) He meaneth by the place, 1 Tim. iv., where St. Paul speaketh of the doctrine of devils. 
(2) Apoc. ii. (3) Matt. xxi. 
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Mary. and discourse of learning, neither are disposed simply to seek for 

“A.p, truth where it is to be found, they take exceptions against God's 

1555. werd, affirming it to be intricate, obscure, and insufficient to be its 

77 own judge, and therefore that of necessity it must be judged by the 

Nouos rà» pope s church : and so, having kings and queens on their side, they 

spew seek not to persuade by the word of God, nor to win by charity, but, 

instead of the law of God, they use, as the Proverb saith, rd vdéuw 

xelowv, compelling men by death, fire, and sword (as the Turks do), 

to believe that in very deed they think not. And indeed, after flesh 

and blood, this seemeth to be a sure way. Neither peradventure 

are they ignorant how gaily this way thriveth with the Turks; and 

therefore think they to practise the same ; at least-wise so they do, 

upon what example soever they do it. And thus condemned they 

these godly learned preachers and bishops aforesaid, supposing, as I 

said, that all the rest would soon be quailed by their example. But 

they were deceived: for within eight or nine days after that Stephen 

Gardiner had given sentence against master Hooper, master Rogers, 

master Saunders, Dr. Taylor, and master Bradford, being the eighth 

Sixmen of February, six other good men were brought likewise before the 

ed before bishops for the same cause of religion, to be examined, whose names 

famer were William Pygot, butcher; Stephen Knight, barber; Thomas 

sy. Tomkins, weaver; Thomas Hawkes, gentleman; John Laurence, 
priest ; William Hunter, apprentice. 

Gardiner — Stephen Gardiner, seeing thus his device disappointed, and that 

giveth cruelty in this case would not serve to his expectation, gave over the 


hi . 
murder- matter as utterly discouraged, and from that day meddled no more 


temen. in such kind of condemnations, but referred the whole doing thereof 
ner. to Bonner bishop of London ; who supplied that part right doubtily, 
as in the further process of this history hereafter evidently and too 
much may appear. Thus bishop Bonner taking the matter in hand, 
called before him in his consistory at Paul's, (the lord mayor, and 
certain aldermen sitting with him,) the six persons afore-named, upon 
the 8th of February in the year aforesaid, and on the next day, being 
the 9th of February, read the sentence of condemnation upon them, 
as appeareth in Bonner's own registers: such quick speed these men 
six men could make in despatching their business at once. Notwithstanding, 
con: eq because the death of these condemned martyrs did not follow incon- 
by Bon- tinently before the next month of March, I will defer the prosecuting 
of their matter till I come, by the grace of the Lord, to the time 
and day of their suffering. 

In the mean time, what was the cause that their execution was so 
long deferred after their condemnation, I have not precisely to say— 
unless, peradventure, the sermon of Alphonsus the Spanish friar, and 
the king’s confessor, did some good. For so I find, that when those 
Awhon. SIX persons aforesaid were cast upon Saturday the 9th of February, 
sus, king upon Sunday following, which was the 10th of February, the said 

ilip's ; . . ‘ d 
confessor, Alphonsus, a gray friar, preached before the king ; in which sermon 
prea = he did earnestly inveigh against the bishops for burning of men, 
me op ™ saying plainly that they learned it not in Scripture, to burn any for 
heretics. his conscience :* but the contrary— that they should live and be con- 


(1) It was by this very gross artifice, that Philip endeavoured to remove the reproach ard hatred 
which he had incurred. See Burnet, vol. ii. part 2, page 478. Edition 1820.—Ep. 
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verted ; with many other things more to the same purport. But, Mary. 
touching the lingering of these men’s death, as I have not certainly 4 p, 
to affirm, so let it pass. 1555. 

On the 14th of February master Robert Ferrar, bishop of St. ~~ 
David's, was sent towards St. David's, there to be condemned and 
executed. ‘Touching whose martyrdom, forsomuch as it fell not 
before the month of March, we will defer the history thereof till we 
come to the day and time of his suffering. 

Furthermore, this foresaid 14th day of February, the lord chan- thomas 
cellor, and other his fellow bishops, caused the image of Thomas Beckers 
Becket, that old Romish traitor, to be set up over the Mercer's set up at 
chapel door in Cheapside in London, in the form and shape of a chapel. 
bishop, with mitre and crosier. Howbeit within two days after his 
erection, his two blessing fingers were first broken away, and on the 
next day (being the 17th of February) his head also was stricken off. 
Whereupon arose great trouble, and many were suspected; among mr. John 
whom one master John Barnes, mercer, dwelling over against the Barmes, 
same chapel, was vehemently by the lord chancellor charged withal, for Beck- 
as the doer thereof; and the rather, for that he was a professor of image. 
the truth. Wherefore he, and three of his servants, were committed 
to prison; and at his delivery (although it could not be proved upon 
him) he was bound in a great sum of money as well to build it up 
again as often as it should be broken down, as also to watch and 
keep the same. And therefore, at this his compelled charges, the 
image was again set up the 2d day of March then next ensuing: Becket’s 
but, for lack belike of careful watching, the 14th day of the same image 
month in the night, the head of that dangerous beast, over whom broken 
there was such charge given, was again the second time broken off: ^ 
which thing was so heinously taken, that the next day, being the 
15th day, there was a proclamation made in London, that whosoever 
would tell who did strike off his head (though he were of counsel, 
and not the principal doer), he should have not only his pardon, but 
also one hundred crowns of gold, with hearty thanks, But it was 
not known who did it. 


The 18th of February, queen Mary at length, after long delay, aueen 
made full answer to the king of Denmark’s letters, who had written May 
before two letters to the said queen, in the behalf of master Cover- eth to the 
dale, for his deliverance ; who at that time went under sureties, and Den-. 
was in great danger, had he not been rescued by the great suit and face 
letters of the said king of Denmark. The matter and copy of which touching 
his suit and letters, as they came to our hands, we have here set forth dale. 
and expressed, whereby the singular love of this good king towards 
the truth of God’s word, and the professors thereof, might the better 
appear to the world. 

irst, this virtuous and godly king Christian, hearing of the cap- 
tivity of Miles Coverdale, of whom he had had some knowledge be- 
fore (being there in Denmark in king Henry the Eighth's time), and 
lamenting his dangerous case, and partly through the intercession of 
master Machabzus,! superintendent in Denmark, who was partly of 
kin to master Coverdale's wife, made intercession by letters to queen 
(1) This master Machabzeus and Miles Coverdale married two sisters. 
VOL. VI. zz 
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Mary. Mary, desiring and requesting the said Miles Coverdale to be sent 
A.D. unto him. The date of which his first letter was about the kalends of 


Queen 
Mary’s 
slender 
answer 
to the 
king’s 
first 
letter. 


1555. May, a.n. 1554; the copy whereof hereunder may be seen.’ 


To this letter of the kmg, queen Mary answering again, declared 
that the said Miles Coverdale was in no such captivity for any reli- 
gion, but for certain debt: so neither plainly granting, nor expressly 
denying his request, but using a colourable excuse for'shifting off the 
matter, as appeareth by his second letter sent to the queen, dated the 
24th of September, as followeth.? 


(1) An Epistle of the King of Denmark to Queen Mary. 

Christianus, Dei gratia Daniæ, Norwegie, Gottorum, et Vandalorum rex; Sleswici, Holsatiz, 
Stormaria, ac Dithmersiz dux; comes in Oldenburg et Delmenhorst; serenissime ac potentissima 
principi D. Mariæ, e&dem gratia Anglie, Gallia, et Hibernize reginæ, consanguinez nostre charis- 
simz, salutem.—Serenissima princeps, consanguinea charissima, pro necessitudine mutuá ac con 
junctione, non solum regii nominis inter nos, sed etiam sanguinis, maxime vero utrinque inter hæ- 
regna nostra à vetustissimis usque temporibus propagata ac servata, non modo commerciorum sed 
omnium officiorum, vicissitudine et fide, facere non potuimus, quin—pietatis et doctrine excel- 
lentis commendatione fac] veré reverendi viri Johannis Machabaei, sacre theologie doctoris et 
professoris preestantissimi, subditi ac ministri nostri imprimis dilecti, supplicibus gravissimisque 
precibus commoti—ad serenitatem vestram has literas daremus. Exposuit is nobis, in h&c recenti 
perturbatione et motu regni Anglie (quem ex animo evenisse dolemus, et nunc indies in melius 
verti speramus) quendam nomine Milonem Coverdalum, nuper dicecesis Exoniensis pie laudatis- 
simæque memoriz proximi regis (serenitatis vestrae fratris, consanguinei itidem nostri charissimi) 
auctoritate constitutum episcopum, nunc in tristissimas calamitates, carcerem, ac periculum vite, 
nullá atrocioris delicti culpa, sed illâ fatali temporum ruiná incid sse. Quz quidem hic Macha- 
baeus noster, quód ei affinitate et (quod gravius est) pietatis, eruditionis, ac morum similitudine 
tanquam frater devinctus sit, non minus ad se pertinere existimat. Itaque nostram opem implo- 
rat, ut quam ipse gratiam et favorem apud nos meretur, hominis innocentis calamitati ac periculo 
(quod ipse non minus suum putat) accommodemus. Movemur profecto non temere illius viri (cui 
suo merito imprimis benevolumus) commiseratione, ejusque maxime testimonio de captivi antis- 
titis innocentia atque integritate: de quo quidem est ut eo melius speremus, quód, multis jam 
morte mulctatis sontibus, de ipso integrum adhuc Deus esse voluit. Proinde non dubitavimus 
serenitatem Yestram quantis possimus diligentia atque animi propensione rogare, ut nostra causa 
captivi illius D. Milonis rationem clementer habere dignetur, eumque ut à sceleris, ita à poenae 
etiam atrocitate alienum esse velit, et temporum offensam, qua ipsum quoque affligi verisimile 
est, nobis nostraeque amicitize regize et precibus, przesertim hoc primo auditu, benigné condonare, 
saltem eatenus, ut si forté hoc rerum statu gravis ejus presentia sit, incolumis ad nos cum suis 
dimittatur. Id nobis summi beneficii loco, et serenitati vestre in florentissimis regni auspiciis 
(qua augusta, fausta, ac fortunata serenitati vestra? ex animo optamus) ad clementie laudem 
honorificum erit: et nos dabimus operam, ut cum amicitize nostre habitam rationem intellexeri- 
mus, eo majori studio in mutuam vicem gratitudinis omniumque officiorum erga serenitatem ves- 
tram ejusque universum regnum et subditos incumbamus. Deum optimum maximum precamur, 
ut serenitati vestre, ad gloriam sui nominis et publicam salutem, felices omnium rerum successus 
et incolumitatem diuturnam largiatur. Date ex arce nostra Coldingensi, septimo calendas Maii, 
anno 1554. Vester consanguineus, frater, et amicus, Christianus, Rex. 


(2) The King of Denmark's Second Letter. 


Christianus, Dei gratia Daniæ, Norwegiæ, Gottorum, et Vandalorum rex; Sleswici, Holsatiz, 
Stormariz, ac Dithmersiz dux; comes in Oldenburg et Delmenhorst; serenissime principi 
domine Marie, Anglie, Francie, et Hiberniz reginm, fidei defensori, sorori et consanguinem 
nostra charissimze, salutem et omnium rerum optatos et faustos successus.—Reddite sunt nobis 
litera serenitatis vestre, quibus benigné admodum ad deprecationem nostram, quá pro D. Milonis 
Coverdali ecclesiae Exoniensis nuper nominati episcopi incolumitate usi sumus, respondetur: ita 
ut intelligamus, licet alterius cause quàm quz nobis innotuerat periculum sustineat, tamen sere- 
nitatem vestram nostra intercessionis eam rationem habituram esse, ut illam sibi profuisse ipse 
Coverdalus sentiat. Cui quidem promissioni regize cum tantum meritum tribuamus, ut eâ freti 
non dubitaverimus ejus captivi propinquos (nobis imprimis charos) à meerore ac solicitudine ad 
spem atque expectationem certee salutis vocare, facere non potuimus, quin et gratias serenitati 
vestra pro tam promptá ac benigná voluntate, non modo hujus beneficii sed etiam perpetue inter 
nos ac regna nostra conservandae ac colendee amicitize, ageremus, et quantum in nobis esset, quod 
ad amplectanda persequendaque hac auspicata initia pertineret, nihil praetermitteremus. Neque 
vero nobis de clementia ac moderatione serenitatis vestrae unquam dubium fuit: quam Deus 
optimus maximus ad gloriam sui nominis et fructum publice utilitatis ut magis ac magis efflores- 
cere velit, ex animo optamus. Proinde eum ob rationes erarias, neque aliud gravius delictum, 
D. Coverdalum teneri serenitas vestra scribat, est sané ut ipsius causá letemur, eoque minus ambi- 
gamus, liberationem incolumitatemque ejus nostris precibus liberaliter donari. Nam et accepimus 
ipsum episcopatu, cujus nomine zrario obstrictus fuerat, cessisse, ut inde satisfactio peteretur: 
maximé cum neque diu eo potitum fuisse, neque tantum emolumenti inde percepisse dicatur. 
Quinetiam siqua rationum perplexitas, aut alia forte causa reperiri posset, tamen solicitudinem ac 
dubitationem nobis serenitatis vestree tam amicé atque officiosé deferentes litera omnem exeme- 
runt: ut existimemus serenitatem vestram, quoad ejus fieri posset, magis honorem nostrum, quàm 
quid ab eo exigi possit, consideraturam : itaque serenitatem vestram repetitis precibus urgere 
non constituimus: sed potius testatnm facere, quàm accepta nobis serenissima vestra gratificatio 
fit, cujus talem eventum omnino speramus, ut ipse Coverdalus coram nobis suze incolumitatis à 
serenitate vestrá exoratz beneficium propediem reprzsentare possit. Illud vero imprimis sere- 
nitati vestre» vicissim persuasum esse cupimus, nos non solum referendz gratiz, sed etiam 
stabiliendze, provehendzeque, inter nos ac regna utrinque nostra amicitize ac necessitudinis mutuze 
occasionem aut facultatem nullam esse przetermissuros. Deus opt. max. seren. vest. diu feliciter 
ac beaté incolumem esse velit.—Datze ex oppido nostro Ottoniensi, 24 Sept. anno 1554. 

` Vester frater et consanguineus, Christianus. 


QUEEN MARYS ANSWER TO THE KING OF DENMARK. 


Christian, by the grace of God king of Denmark, Norway, Gothland and 
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Mary. 


of the Vandals; duke of Sleswick, Holstein, Stormar, and Ditmarsh; earl A.D. 
of Oldenburgh and Delmenhorst, etc.: To the most noble princess and lady 1555. 


Mary, queen of England, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, etc., 
our most dearly beloved sister and cousin, wisheth prosperity with good 
and lucky success of all things. ` 


We have received your majesty's letter, whereby answer is rendered, and that 
very graciously unto our petition, which we made for the safeguard of master 
Coverdale, lately called bishop of Exeter. So that we perceive, though he be in 
danger for another cause than was signified unto us afore, yet your majesty will 
so regard our intercession that Coverdale himself shall understand it to have 
done him good. To the which regal promise, seeing we (as reason would we 
should do) attribute so much, that trusting unto the same, we doubt not, whereas 
he, being in captivity, his friends, whom we specially tender, are therefore in 
heaviness and care, your good promise doth call them from such sorrow and 
solicitude, to the hope and expectation of his assured welfare: we could not do 
otherwise, but render thanks unto your majesty for such your ready and gra- 
cious good-will, not only in respect of this benefit, but also of the conservation 
and keeping of perpetual amity between us and our realms, and so, as much as 
in us lieth, to omit nothing that to the nourishing and continuance of these for- 
tunate beginnings might appertain. Neither had we ever any doubt concerning 
the clemency and moderation of your goodness, whom we heartily beseech 
Almighty God ever more and more to prosper, unto the glory of his name, and 
profit of the commonweal. 

Wherefore, seeing your majesty writeth, that master Coverdale is in danger 
for certain accounts of money, and not for any other more grievous offence, we 
have cause on his behalf to rejoice; and therefore we doubt so much the less, 
that at our request he shall graciously have his deliverance given him, and be 
out of danger. For as touching the bishopric, by reason whereof he came in 
debt, we understand he yielded it up, that no payment might thereof be required, 
specially seeing he is reputed neither to have enjoyed it long, neither to have 
had at any time so great commodity of it. Moreover, though it be possible to 
find some perplexity in the account, or haply some other cause, yet your 
majesty's letters, offering such favour and benignity, have taken from us all 
carefulness and doubt; insomuch, that we think your majesty, as much as may 
be, will have more respect unto our honour, than to that which might of him be 
required. And therefore we purpose not to trouble your majesty by repeating 
of our petition, but to declare how greatly we esteem it that your majesty 
would gratify us herein : whereof we plainly hope for such an end, that Coverdale 
himself shall shortly in our presence make declaration concerning the benefit 
of his welfare obtained of your majesty. And of this we desire your majesty 
to be specially assured again, that we will not only omit no occasion or oppor- 
tunity to requite this benefit, but also to establish and amplify our mutual love 
and amity between us and our realms on either side. Almighty God preserve 
your majesty in prosperous health and felicity. 


Given at our city of Otton,' the 24th of September, a.D. 1554. 


To these letters it was a great while before the queen would 
answer. At length, through great suit made, the next year, the 18th 
of February, she answered again in this wise. 


The Answer of Queen Mary to the King of Denmark's Letter. 
Serenissimo principi D. Christiano Dei gratià Dahiz, ete. regi; Slesvici, 

ete, duci; comiti in Oldenburg, etc.; fratri et amico nostro charissimo. 
Maria, Dei gratiá regina Angliæ, Francize, Neapolis, Hierusalem, et Hiberniz, 
ete., serenissimo principi Christiano, e&dem gratia Daniæ, Norvegiæ, Gothorum, 
et Vandalorum regi; Slesvici, Holsatiz, Stormariz, et Dithmersiz duci; comiti 
in Oldenburg et Delmenhorst, etc. ; fratri et amico nostro charissimo; salutem 
prosperumque rerum incrementum. Cum intellexerimus ex serenitatis vestrae 

(1) Othonia, or Ordensee, in the Isle of Funen. See Cotton, —Ep. 
zz 
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Mary. literis, quas hic nuncius nobis attulit, desiderium vestrum obtinendi à nobis pro 
D M. Coverdalo subdito nostro exeundi è regno nostro et ad vos proficiscendi facul- 
A.D. tatem, facilé quidem, in vestre serenitatis gratiam, hanc illi facuitatem con- 
1555. cessimus. Et quanquam ille natus subditus noster nondum explicatus fuerat à 
Cover- debitione certæ cujusdam pecuniz quam nostro zrario solvere jure tenebatur, 


gale de- tamen majorem vestri desiderii quàm nostri debiti rationem habendam esse 
, 


andsent duximus. Quin insuper animum et voluntatem gratificandi vestræ serenitati 
to the pe nostrå mutu& amicitiâ, in quá aliá etiam re possum, cum opportunitas feret, 
king of []ibenter ostendemus. Deus vestram serenitatem diutissimé servet incolumem.— 
mark. — Ex regiá nostrá Westmonasterii, 18 Februarii, anno 1555, 

*Vestra soror et consanguinea Maria.* 


Theet- The same month, the 19th day, was a certain intimation set forth 

fato and printed in the name of Bonner, wherein was contained a general 

Bonners monition, and strait charge given to every man and woman within his 

ntima- " . . 

tion sent diocese, to prepare themselves against Lent then near approaching, 

diene, to receive the glad tidings of peace and reconciliation sent from the 
pope Julius the Third, by Pole his cardinal and legate ^de latere," 
and so receive also the joyful benefit of absolution, being sent first from 
the cardinal to Bonner, and from him to every of his archdeacons to 
be ministered to every private person within his diocese, that would 
come the said holy time of Lent to his pastor or curate to be con- 
fessed, and to receive of him wholesome counsel, penance, and abso- 
lution. Signifying moreover, that as he was authorized by the foresaid 
cardinal, so he, for the same purpose, had endued with the like autho- 
rity all and singular pastors and curates within his diocese, to recon- 
cile and assóil from their former heresy and schism, and from the 
censures of the church, such as would resort unto them. And lest 
any scruple or doubt, rising peradventure in their consciences, should 
be any stay or let in this behalf, he had assigned and deputed there- 
fore through his diocese certain learned men, to whom they might 
resort, or else might open their griefs to any of his archdeacons, or 
else come to his own person, and so should be resolved. 

And therefore ail manner of doubts and obstacles set aside, he 
straitly willed and commanded every man and woman to come to con- 
fession, and to enjoy this benefit of reconciliation, and absolution, 
against the first Sunday next after Easter ensuing; and not to fail. 
For the which purpose he had specially commanded the pastors and 
curates of every parish to certify up in writing the names of every 
man and woman so reconciled, and so forth: the copy of. which inti- 
mation hereunder followeth. 


The Declaration of the Bishop of London to be published to the 
Lay-People of his Diocese, conceming their Reconciliation. 


Inti Edmund, by the permission of God bishop of London, unto all and singular 
mationto the lay-people of my diocese, do send greeting in our Saviour Jesu Christ. 
thecarai- Whereas this noble realm of England, dividing itself from the unity of the 
dinal’s catholic church, and from the agreement in religion with all other christian 
absolu- realms, hath been, besides many other miseries and plagues, which God’s indig- 
tion, and . f M . . . 
tobere- Nation hath poured upon it, grievously also vexed and sore infected with many 
conciled and sundry sorts of sects of heretics, as Arians, Anabaptists, Libertines, Zuin- 
to the glians, Lutherans, and many other, all which sects be most repugnant and 
pe in . * , DO : 
entnext contrary one against another, and all against God's truth, and Christ's catholic 
follow- faith; whereupon hath grown such slander to the realm, such malice and dis- 
wng- agreement among ourselves the inhabitants thereof, such treasons, tumults, and 
insurrections against our prince, such blasphemy and dishonour unto God, as no 


man’s tongue or pen is able to express: it hath pleased the goodness of God to 
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gladly and joyfully embraced, as well of all the clergy and convocation of the 
province of Canterbury, as also of many other persons—and being so great and 
necessary to be extended to every person of the realm, it hath pleased the said 
lord legate's grace to give and impart unto me, the said bishop of London, for 
my said diocese, and to all such as I shall appoint in that behalf, power and 
authority to absolve and reconcile all and every person thereof, as well of the 
clergy as of the laity, and as well men as women, the which will renounce their 
errors, and (being penitent) will humbly require to be restored to the unity of 
the catholic church,—as by the letters of the seid lord legate's grace sent unto 
me, and from me sent unto everyche of the archdeacons within my diocese, 
more at large may and doth appear. 

And forasmuch as [in] mine own person, as well for the multitude of people 
as distance of places, I cannot minister this benefit unto every private person 
myself, and for that also the holy time of Lent is now at hand, in which every 
true christian man ought to come unto his own pastor and curate, to be of him 
confessed, and to receive at his hand wholesome counsel, penance, and abso- 
lution : these are therefore as well to give knowledge hereof unto every one of 
you, as also to signify and declare, that for that purpose I have by the said 
authority chosen, named, and deputed, and so by these presents do choose, name, 
and depute, all and singular pastors and eurates having cure of souls within my 
diocese, and being themselves reconciled herein; that they and every of them 
by authority hereof shall have full power and authority, to absolve all such as 
be lay-persons of their parishes from heresy and schism, and from the censures 
of the church, into the which they be fallen by oceasion thereof, and also to 
reconcile to the church all such which shall declare themselves penitent, and 
desirous to enjoy the benefit of the said reconciliation. _ 

And whereas divers pastors and curates in sundry parishes peradventure be 
not able to satisfy the minds, and to appease the consciences, of some of their 
parishioners in cases that shall trouble them, I have therefore given also autho- 
rity to every archdeacon of my diocese within his archdeaconry, to name and 
appoint certain of the best learned in every deanery of their archdeaconry, to 
supply that lack; so that every man so troubled may repair to any one of 
them within the said deanery whom he shall like best, to be instructed and 
appeased in that behalf. And also I have appointed, that if, this being done, 
there /shall yet remain any scruple in the party's conscience, and himself not 
satisfied, then the said party to repair unto one of mine archdeacons or chap- 
lains, unto whom his mind shall be most inclined, or else to repair unto mine 
ownself, to be resolved in [his said] scruple or doubt, and to receive and taka 
such order therein, as to one of the said archdeacons, or unto me, shall therein 
appear to be most expedient. . 

Purther certifying Pd declaring unto you, that I have given commandment 

herein to all my archdeacons, that they monish and command every pastor and 
curate within their archdeaconries, that they, having knowledge hereof, do, in 
the first holiday next then following, at the mass time, when. the multitude of 
people is present, declare all these things unto their parishioners, and exhort them 
that they esteem this grace accordingly, and reconcile themselves to the church 
vefore the first Sunday after Easter next ensuing ; which thing I do command 
by the tenor hereof, with intimation that the said time being once past, and 
they not so reconciled, every one of them shall have process made against 
him, according to the canons, as the case shall require: for which purpose 
the pastors and curates of every parish shall be commanded by their arch- 
deacon, to certify me in writing of every man and woman's name that is not so, 
reconciled. 
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Further, herewith I do signify and declare unto you, that our holy father 
the pope Julius, the third of that name, like a most tender and natural father, 
hearing of the return and recovery of his prodigal child, this realm of England, 
hath himself made much joy and gladness hereat, and also all other true chris- 
tian realms have done the like : exhorting you therefore in our Lord, not to be 
unthankful yourselves, or negligent in this behalf, but diligently to seek for it, 
joyfully to embrace it, and fruitfully to use it, remembering withal the monition 
and charge which came from me the last year, concerning your coming to con- 
fession in Lent, and receiving of the sacrament at Easter: which monition to all 
effects and purposes I have now here repeated and renewed, charging you and 
also all your curates therewith. 

And because all our duties is earnestly and devoutly to pray for the prosper- 
ous estate of our sovereigns, the king and queen of this realm, I do finally 
require and pray you, as heartily as I can, to pray for their majesties accord- 
ingly; and especially that it may please almighty God, to send unto her 
grace a good time, and to make her a glad mother, which cannot be but unto 
us all great joy, much comfort, and inestimable profit. 

Given at London the 19th day of the month of February, in the year of 
our Lord God, after the computation of the church of England, 1554 
and of my translation the sixteenth. 


The Form of Absolution to be kept by the Pastors and Curates in 
private Confessions, concerning this Reconciliation ; to be used in 
the Diocese of London. 

Our Lord Jesu Christ absolve you, and by the apostolic authority to me 
granted and committed, I absolve you from the sentences of excommunica- 
tion, and fromt all other censures and pains, into the which you be fallen by 
reason of heresy and schism, or any otherwise: and I restore you unto the 
unity of our holy mother the church, and to the communion of all sacraments, 
dispensing with you for all manner of irregularity : and by the same authority 


I absolve you from all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


* We! have a little overpast the time and story of judge Hales, who 
although about this time [ he] most pitifully sought his own destruc- 
tion, through the cruel handling of the malignant papists—who pass 
upon nothing but upon their own dignity, little caring who perish 
besides, so their estimation may be magnified-—yet the virtues and 
memory of that man are not unworthy either to be numbered with 
the saints that be departed, or at least not to be forgotten or oblite- 
rated among the saints that be alive. Concerning whose worthy 
doings, singular prudence, and incorrupt ministration of judgment, 
with the lamentable trouble which after fell upon that good man, we 
thought here, among many other histories, somewhat to express; 
desiring thee, good reader, to take that which is to be followed in 
that man—the rest, to refer to the judgment of Him which only is 
Judge of all. 


THE LAMENTABLE AND PITIFUL HISTORY OF MASTER JAMES 
HALES, JUDGE? 


We have made mention, a little before, of judge Hales, who alone 
taking queen Mery’s part, would in no wise subscribe to have any 


(1) This paragraph, with that portion of the history of judge Hales similarly distinguished with 
asterisks, is from the First Edition of the Acts and Monuments (1563), p. 1113.—E». 

(2) In the editions subsequent to the one just alluded to, Foxe curtails the history of judge 
Hales, and prefaces it with the following words: ‘‘ In the history of master Hooper mention was 
touched a little before of judge Hales, wherefore something would be said more in this place 
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sther queen but her, for that he thought he could not do otherwise wary. 


with a safe conscience, though all the rest, in manner, had sub- 


A.D. 


scribed to Edward the Sixth's will and testament. Hereby as he did 1555. 


cast himself into manifest jeopardy of the duke of Northumberland, 
to lose both body and goods, so he deserved at queen Mary’s hands, 
and her adherents, marvellous thanks and reward of his singular 
faithfulness, and true heart, towards her. This sir James Hales, of 
à . . 

the county of Kent, was both a worshipful knight and one of the high 
judges of the realm, who ordered and finished matters of controversy 
in the same. Although he did not so much exceed in nobleness of 
birth and parentage, as he did excel all others in virtue, prudence, 
gravity, and true ministering of justice; for which he was in great 
veneration with all men, and was more conspicuous and known to 
the world thereby, than by sight. There was in him, by nature 
grafted, a singular gift of prudence, which, afterwards, by much prac- 
tice, he accomplished and brought to a marvellous good perfection ; 
besides that, by his assiduous travail and exercise in demurring and 
pleading of matters, he attained to the vein of eloquence wherewith 
he was trimly qualified. In which kind of study being exercised 
certain years, and passing the under degrees, he had aspired (being 
rather thereunto compelled) to the high benches, [where] he execute 
his function with such justice, fidelity, constancy, and conscience, 
that even the law itself seemed no less to be printed and written 
in his life and doings, than in the very volumes or papers; he was 
always so upright a justicier and conscionable [a] judge, declining 
corruption and embracing law and equity. 

To these his gifts and qualities, were linked like sincerity and 
hearty affection to religion and the gospel of Christ, whereunto he 
had been, by many years, most earnestly set and addicted ; showing 
himself to be a gospeller, no less by his word than deed, and no less 
at home than abroad: and, as he was godly himself, so brought he up 
his family to his godly line and order. He had daily service in his 
house, which was not ministered by any of his household or waiting 
chaplains, but by his own self, to the intent he might be the better 
example to the rest; joining with this devotion the often reading of 
the holy Scripture. After this sort and manner he passed his life all 
touching that matter. But because the story of that man, and of his end, is sufficiently compre- 
hended in our first book of Acts and Monuments, we shall not greatly need to stand upon rehearsal 
of every particular matter touching the whole; but, only taking the chiefest, and leaving the rest, 
we will report somewhat of the communication between the bishop of Winchester and him; 
declaring withal how false and untrue the excuse is of our adversaries, who so precisely by the law 
defend themselves, and say, that in all their doings they did nothing but by the law, to bear them 
out. Which if it be so, how did they then to Anne Askew? What law had they, when they had 
condemned her first for a dead woman, then afterward to rack her? By what Jaw did they call up 
master Hooper, and prison him for the queen’s debt, when the queen in very deed did owe him 
fourscore pounds, and kept him a year and a half in prison, and gave him never a penny? By 
what Jaw did bishop Bonner condemn and burn Richard Mekins, a lad of fifteen years of age, when 
the first jury had acquitted him, and he, at the stake, revoked all heresies, and praised the said 
Bonner to be a good man; and also, having him in prison, would not suffer his father and mother 
to come to him, to comfort their own child? What law had they to put master Rogers in prison, 
when he did neither preach nor read lecture after the time of the queen's inhibition? and, when 
they had kept him in his own house half a year, being not deprived of any living, yet would not let 
him have a halfpenny of his own livings to relieve him, his wife, and eleven children? By what 
law was Thomas Tomkins's hand burnt, and afterward his body consumed to ashes? What good 
law or honesty was there to burn the three poor women at Guernsey, witb the infant child falling 
out of the mother's womb, when they all, before their death, recanted tneir words and opinions, 
zud were never abjured before? So here likewise in this case, what order or right of law did 
Stephen Gardiner follow, in troubling and imprisoning judge Hales, when he had done nothing 
either against God's law, or man's law, in proceeding by order of law against certain presumptuous 
persons, which both before the Jaw, and against the law then in force, took upon them to say their 


mass, as ye shall hear in these his answers and communication had with Stephen Gardiner here- 
under ensuing ?"—Ep. 


T18 
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May. king Edward's time; either being busied in weighty and public 
A.D. affairs, or else bestowing his time in virtue and godliness, even until 
1555. that his piety, by reason of the change of the prince and time, might 


not ne could any more be suffered or permitted. 

And now, as the change of the world and time was to every man 
very dangerous, so to him, in especial, it appeared most perilous ; 
who was in that office and calling, that he could neither be long 
absent from it at London, neither be there occupied without present 
peril or jeopardy, thus the state of religion being changed and 
altered. Upon a time, he, being counselled by his friends and well- 
willers to leave his forensical trade and to go home,—providing for 
his safety by what means he could, either in flying or hiding him- 
self,—-refused their counsel; trusting too much there, as by and by 
you shall understand, to his own wit. To be short; at the term- 
time when other of the lawyers were wont to come up to London, 
he, the said sir James Hales, likewise came up to do his office and 
function; persuading and knowing himself to be clear and inculpable, 
but as a mouse, according to the old-said saw,! falling into the glue- 
pot. Who was not so soon at London, but that the bishop of Winches- 
ter sent for him, and did expostulate about the calling and vexing of 
certain prevent-law priests; for, as yet, the mass was not by the laws 
received and restored, although the queen herself, by her consent 
and example, set it forward, wherewith divers priests, being couraged, 
presumed to;say mass. And, like as in a main and set battle there 
are certain nimble and light-armed soldiers, who, in skirmishes amongst 
their enemies, go before the force of battle; even so, in this trouble- 
some time, there lacked none before-law prelates, or light armed but 
much more light-hearted soldiers, who ran before the law, who of 
duty should rather have followed and obeyed it. And this was not 
only to be seen in Kent, but also in divers other places; for, in 
Oxford, as it was told me, there was a certain priest, who there, in 
Magdalen-college, preparing himself to say mass, and being almost 
in the midst thereof, was, with his vestments, pulled by one from the 
altar, and constrained to blow a retract, until by the law he might 
mass it. Thus judge Hales, like a severe judge and justicier, suf- 
fering such priests not to go unpunished, as that, before a law, pre- 
sumed to say mass, got thereby the queen’s displeasure, but much 
more Winchester's evil will: thewhich bishop, although he had nothing 
wherewith justly he might burden him, yet he did expostulate with 
him, as though it were concerning cruelty, who had showed himself 
so austere a judge against the priests. Wherefore I thought best to 
leave in record all the whole communication had between them, as 
those that stood by bare it away.* 


The Communication between the Lord Chancellor and J udge Hales; 


being there, among other Judges, to take his Oath in Westmin- 
ster-Hall, October the 6th, a.D. 1553.2 


L. Chan, :—Master Hales, ye shall understand, that like as the queen’s high- 
ness hath heretofore conceived good opinion of you, especially for that ye stood 


(1) “Saw,” an old grave saying or proverb.—Ep. 

(2) This communication was published, at the time of the transaction taking place, in a small 
tract of three leaves (including the title) at *' Roan;" and, from a copy which produced 4}. 6s. at 
ne eale of Mr. Neunburg, Dr. Dibdin has reprinted it in his “ Library Companion," pp. 115—118. 

‘dit. .— ED. 
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both faithfully and lawfully in her cause of just succession, refusing to set your 
hand to the book among others that were against her gracein that behalf: so now, 
through your own late deserts against certain her highness's doings, ye stand 
not well in her grace's favour; and therefore, before ye take any oath, it shall 
be necessary for you to make your purgation.” 

Hales :—“ I pray you, my lord, what is the cause?" 

L. Chan. :—“ Information is given, that ye have indited certain priests in 
Kent for saying mass.” 

Hales :—“ My lord, it is not so, I indited none; but indeed certain indicta. 
ments of like matter were brought before me at the last assizes there holden, 
and I gave order therein as the law required. For I have professed the law, 
against which in cases of justice I will never (God willing) proceed, nor in any 
wise dissemble, but with the same show forth my conscience; and if it were to 
do again, I would do no less than I did.” 

L. Chan. :—' Yea, master Hales, your conscience is known well enough: I 
know you lack no conscience.” 

Hales :—* My lord, you may do well to search your own conscience; for 
mine is better known to myself than to you: and to be plain, I did as well use 
justice in your said mass case by my conscience, as by the law, wherein I am fully 
bent to stand in trial to the uttermost that can be objected. And if I have 
therein done any injury or wrong, let me be judged by the law ; for I will seek 
no better defence, considering chiefly that itis my profession." 


"18 


Mary. 


A.D. 
1555. 


L. Chan. :—“ Why, master Hales, although you had the rigour of the law on Justice 


your side, yet ye might have had regard to the queen’s highness’s present doings 
in that case. And further, although ye seem to be more than precise in the 


Hales for 
justice’ 
sake 


law, yet I think ye would be very loth to yield to the extremity of such advan- troubled, 


tage as might be gathered against your proceedings in the law, as ye have 
sometimes taken upon you in place of justice; and if it were well tried, I 
believe ye should not be well able to.stand honestly thereto.” 

Hales :—“ My lord, I am not so perfect, but I may err for lack of knowledge. 
But both in conscience, and such knowledge of the law as God hath given me, 
I will do nothing but I will maintain, and abide in it: and if my goods, and 
all that I have, be not able to counterpayse the case, my body shall be ready to 
serve the turn; for they be all at the queen's highness’ pleasure.” 

LZ. Chan. :—“ Ah sir! ye be very quick and stout in your answers, But as it 
should seem, that which ye did was more of a will favouring the opinion of 
your religion against the service now used, than for any occasion or zeal of 
justice, seeing the queen’s highness doth set it forth, as yet wishing all her 
faithful subjects to embrace it accordingly: and where ye offer both body and 
goods in your trial, there is no such matter required at your hands, and yet ye 
shall not have your own will neither.” 

Hales :—“ My lord, I seek not wilful will, but to show myself as I am 
bound in love to God and obedience to the queen’s majesty, in whose cause 
willingly, for justice’ sake, all other respects set apart, I did of late, as your 
lordship knoweth, adventure as much as[ had. And as for my religion, I trust 
it be such as pleaseth God, wherein I am ready to adventure as well my life as 
my substance, if I be called thereunto, And so in lack of mine own power and 
will, the Lord’s will be fulfilled.” 

L. Chan. :—“ Seeing you be at this point, master Hales, I will presently make 
anend with you. The queen's highness shall be informed of your opinion and 
declaration: and, as her grace shall thereupon determine, ye shall have know- 
ledge. Until such time, ye may depart as ye came, without your oath; for as 
it appeareth, ye are scarce worthy the place appointed." 

Hales :— Y thank your lordship: and as for my vocation, being both a bur- 
den and a charge more than ever I desired to take upon me; whensoever it 
shall please the queen's highness to ease me thereof, I shall most humbly, with 
due contentation, obey the same." 


And so he departed from the bar. Not many days after this 


Winches- 
ter quat- 
relleth 
with 
Hales's 
religion. 


Hales 


commit- 


communication or colloquy in Westminster-hall, which was October 6, ted to ihe 


anno 1553, master Hales, at the commandment of the bishop, was 
committed to the King's Bench, where he remained constant until 


Bench. 
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Mary. Lent, *being tossed and removed from one prison to another :* for 


then was he removed to the Compter in Bread-street, and afterward 


1555. from thence was carried to the Fleet, *where he dured most chris- 


tianly by the space of three wecks.* 

Being in the Fleet, what it was that he had granted unto the 
bishops, by their fraudulent assaults and persuasions (namely, of 
Dr. Day bishop of Chichester, and of judge Portman, as it is thought, 
overcome at last), I have not to say. 

* And! thus, now we have rehearsed his notable virtues and afflic- 
tions, borne out and valiantly sustained by him. Now will we declare 
the miserable falls of him, and lamentable chance. And when thus, in 
divers prisons, he, being tossed and wearied, could in no wise be sub- 
dued and overcome by the suppression of his adversaries, he, being yet 
in the mean time assaulted with secret assaults, reculed and gave 
over. Wherein, as I do lament so miserable a case in so worthy a 
man, even so do I marvel at the vile and detestable frauds and wiles 
of his adversaries. 

There was in the prison where Hales was, a certain gentleman of 
Hampshire, called Forster, who being suborned, as it should seem, 
of the bishops, used all kinds of persuasions that he could, whereby 
he might draw him from the truth to error; whereby, at length, by 
continual wearying and seeking upon him, [he] brought to pass that 
Hales began to seem that he might be overcome. At last, when this 
came to his adversaries’ ears, the bishop of Chichester was at hand 
forthwith, very early in the morning (on the 12th of April), to com- 
mune with master Hales in the prison; but I have no certain know- 
ledge what the talk was between them. But, undoubtedly, his 
constancy was so quailed, that even before, he had given over in the 
plain field ; and for that cause he was in a great dump and sorrow 
with himself: to whom, by all likelihood, this bishop came to mini- 
ster matter of comfort. And the same day, in the afternoon, came 
unto him judge Portman, and talked with him so long till the time 
was come that judge Hales must come to supper. Therefore, when 
Portman had taken his leave, master Hales getteth him to supper 
with a heavy, troubled, mind ; howbeit he did eat very little, or no 
meat atall being brought to an extreme desperation by the worm 


, of his conscience. Albeit, to say the truth, I do not impute the 


fall of this man to the persuasions of the comers to him, nor to so 
small causes; for in case that be true, which one told me (as it is 
like to be true), his adversaries went a more subtle way to work with 
him, than all the world knoweth. For, when they had him sure in 
the prison, they, like wily pies, found the means to shut him up into 
that part thereof, where the noise of the streets, the tumult and 
concourse, the night and day troubles of the talk of artificers, and 
coming to and fro of men,—and besides, the noise of the prisoners 
hard by, ringing about his head, troubled him, in such sort, that he 
could not take his rest, —thinking perchance that if they could not 
win by any other means, yet by the lack of sleep they might soon 
make him give over, and come unto their side ;—and, perchance, 
therefore, this was the very policy why they made him change 


(1) These particulars are substituted for a brief recital, in later editions. See as above, pp. 1115 
and 1116, —E». 
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prisons so often. But, for that I have no certainty of the thing, I sry. 
will leave the truth thereof to the reader’s conjecture: and, what- 
soever the cause was, that made him to relent in the confession of 1555. 
the truth, undoubtedly he was cast, forthwith, into a great repentance 
of the deed, and into a terror of conscience thereby ; insomuch that 
when supper was done, he gat him straight to bed, where he passed 
over all that night, in much care and anxiety of mind. And then, 
when it was day, he sent, about six of the clock, for a cup of beer, 
as though he were desirous to drink. His man was yet scarce out 
of his chamber, when he, with a penknife, had wounded himself in 
divers places, and would, without fail have likewise killed himself 
(which argueth that he was not well in his wit), unless the goodness 
of God had been a present help and preservation unto him :* whereby 
it is evident for all men to understand, how God's favour was not 
absent from the man, although he thought himself utterly forsaken 
for his denial, as by the sequel may well appear. 

For as soon as he had sent his man out.of his chamber (see what God's 
God would have done), even afore the chamber-door eftsoons the Mov. 
butler met him; who, being desired to fill the drink, and taking the fons) 
cup, the other returned again unto his master, at the same very time Hales. 
when he was working his own destruction: whereby master Hales at 
that time was stopped of his purpose, and preserved, not without 
God's manifest good-will and providence. When Winchester had 
knowledge of it, straightway he taketh occasion thereby to blaspheme 
the doctrine of the gospel, which he openly in the Star-chamber called 
* doctrine of desperation.”! Master Hales, being within awhile 
after recovered of those wounds, and delivered out of prison, getteth 
himself home unto his house; where he, either for the greatness of 
his sorrow, or for lack of good counsel, or for that he would avoid 
the necessity of hearing mass (having all things set in order, a good 
while before that, pertaining to his testament), casting himself into a suage 
shallow river, was drowned therein; which was about the beginning Hales 
of the month of February, or in the month of January before, himser. 
anno 1555. 

The unhappy chance of this so worthy a judge, was surely the 
cause of great sorrow and grief unto all good men, and it gave occa- 
sion besides unto certain divines to stand something in doubt with 
themselves, whether he were reprobate or saved, about which matter 
it is not for me to determine either this way or that: for he that is Thecause 
our Judge, the same shall be his Judge; and he it is, that will lay pf judge 
all things open when the time cometh. This in the mean time is owning 
certain and sure: that the deed of the man in my mind ought in no derea. 
wise to be allowed, which, if he did wittingly, then do I discommend 
the man’s reason. But if he did it in phrenzy, and as being out of 
his wits, then do I greatly pity his case. Yet, notwithstanding, 
seeing God's judgments be secret, and we likewise in doubt upon 
what intent he did thus punish himself, neither again is any man 
certain, whether he did repent or no before the last breath went out 
of his body ; me thinketh, their opinion is more indifferent herein, 
who do rather disallow the example of the deed, than despair of his 
salvation. 


(1) Winchester might rather have said, how their cruel dealing worketh desperation, 
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Otherwise, if we will adjudge all those to hell that have departed 
the world after this sort, how many examples have we in the first 
persecutions of the church, of those men and women, who, being 
registered in the works of worthy writers, have notwithstanding their 
praise and commendation? For what shall I think of those young 


ofthefirst men, who being sought for to do sacrifice to heathen idols, did cast 


persecu- 
tion. 


down themselves headlong, and break their own necks, to avoid such 
horrible pollution of themselves? What shall I say of those virgins 
of Antioch, who, to the end they might not defile themselves with 
uncleanness, and with idolatry, throuyh the persuasion of their 
mother, casting themselves headlong into a river together with their 
mother, did foredo themselves, although not in the same water, yet 
after the same manner of drowning as this master Hales did? What 
shall I say of other two sisters, who, for the self-same quarrel, 
did violently throw themselves headlong into the sea, as Eusebius! 
doth record? In whom, though perchance there was less confi- 
dence to bear out the pains which should be ministered of the wicked 
unto them, yet that their good desire to keep their faith and religion 
unspotted, was commended and praised. 

Another like example of death is mentioned by Nicephorus,? and 
that in another virgin likewise, whose name is expressed in Jerome 
to be Brassilia Dyrrachina, who, to keep her virginity, feigned herself 
to be a witch; and so, conventing with the young man who went 
about to dishonour her, pretended that she would give him an herb 
which should preserve him from all kind of weapons; and so, to 
prove it in herself, laid the herb upon her own throat, bidding him 
smite, whereby she was slain; and so with the loss of her life her 
virginity was saved, 

Hereunto may be joined the like death of Sophronia’,a matron of 
Rome, who, when she was required of Maxentius the tyrant to be 
defiled, and saw her husband more slack than he ought to have been 
in saving her honesty, bidding them that were sent for her to tarry 
awhile till she made her ready, went into her chamber, and with a 
weapon thrust herself through the breast, and died. Now who is he 
that would reprehend the worthy act of Achetes, who, biting off his 
own tongue, spit it out into the harlot's face ? 

*But, in these examples, you will say: The cause was necessary 
and honest; and who can tell whether master Hales meaning to 
avoid the pollution of the mass, did likewise choose the same kind 
of death, to keep his faith undefiled: whereof there ought to be as 
great respect, and greater too, than of the chastity of the body. But 
you will say: He ought rather to have suffered the tyrants; and 
why may not the same be said of the forenamed virgins ?* 

These examples I do not bere infer, as going about either to 
excuse, or to maintain the heinous fact of master Hales (which I 
would wish rather by silence might be drowned in oblivion), but yet 
notwithstanding, as touching the person of the man, whatsoever his 
fact was—because we are not sure whether he at the last breath 
repented—again, because we do not know, nor are able to compre- 
hend the bottomless depth of the graces and mercies which are in Christ 


(1) Euseb. Hist. Eccl, lib. viii (2) Niceph, lib. iv. c. 13. Brassilia Dyrrachina, 
(3) Euseb. viii. 14.— Ep, 
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Jesus our Saviour—we will leave therefore the final judgment of him, 
to the determination of him who is only appointed Judge both of the 
quick and the dead. 

* And, finally, although he did it of a certain desperation, yet how 
know you whether he repented even in breathing out his life ?—- 
Although I truly am so far from allowing his fact, by any means, 
that I am wonderfully sorry for his rash, and over hasty temerity ; 
and, therefore, although we do not account him among the martyrs, 
yet, on the other side, we do not reckon him among the damned 
persons. Finally, let us all wish heartily that the Lord impute not 


to him, in judgment, that which he offended in his own punishment. 
Amen.* 


De Jacobo Halisio Carmen. 


Si tua quanta fuit gravitas, prudentia, norma, 
Junctaque sincerá cum pietate fides; 

Tam caro firma tibi fortisque, Halise, fuisset; 
Sanetorum primo classe ferendus eras. 

Instituit sed enim sua quis sic tempora vitæ 
Sanctorum, ut nullis sint maculata malis? 

Quum nihil ergo vides propria quin labe laboret, 
'Tu tua fac cures, czetera mitte Deo. 


Che History of Thomas Tombing, Martyr, 


WHO, HAVING FIRST HIS HAND BURNED, AFTER WAS BURNED 
HIMSELF BY BISHOP BONNER, FOR THE CONSTANT 
TESTIMONY OF CHRIST'S TRUE PROFESSION. 


Mention was made before of six prisoners, brought and examined 
before bishop Bonner the 8th of February, whose names were Tom- 
kins, Pygot, Knight, Hawkes, Laurence, and Hunter: all which, 
though they received their condemnation together the next day after, 
yet, because the time of their execution was then driven off from 
February till the next month of March, I did therefore refer the 
story of them to this present month of March aforesaid, wherein now 
remaineth severally to entreat of the martyrdom of these six persons, 
as the order and time of their sufferings severally do require. Of the 
which six aforenamed martyrs, the first was Thomas Tomkins, burned 
in Smithfield, the 16th day of March, a.n. 1555. 


YIT 


Mary 


A. D. 


1555. 


This Thomas Tomkins, a weaver by his occupation, dwelling in His goaly 


Shoreditch, and of the diocese of London, was of such conversation 


life and 
» disposi- 


and disposition so godly, that if any woman had come to him with t°. 


her web, as sometimes they did, three or four in a day, he would 
always begin with prayer; or if any other had come to talk of any 
matter, he would likewise first begin with prayer. And if any had 
sought unto him to borrow money, he would show him such money 
as he had in his purse, and bid him take it. 

And when they came to repay it again, so far off was he from seek- 
ing any usury at their hand, or from streit exaction of his due, that 
he would bid them keep it longer, while they were better able. 
And these were the conditions of Thomas Tomkins, testified, yet to 
this present day by the most part of all his neighbours, and almost 
of all his parish which knew him, as master Skinner, master Leeke, 
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tary. and others. Of whom more than half a dozen at once came to me, 
“A.D. discreet and substantial men, reporting the same unto me; recording 
1555. moreover as followeth: That Dr. Bonner bishop of London, kept 
~~~ the said Tomkins with him in prison half a year; during which time 
the said bishop was so rigorous unto him, that he beat him bitterly 
about the face, whereby his face was swelled. Whereupon the 
bishop caused his beard to be shaven, and gave the barber twelve 

ence. 
Tomkins P Touching which shaving of Thomas T'omkins's beard, this is more 
tte to be added: Bishop Bonner, having Tomkins with him prisoner at 
bishops Fulham, in the month of July, did set him with his other workfolks 

ay. . . . . 

to make hay ; and seeing him to labour so well, the bishop, setting 
him down, seid, * Well, F like thee well; for thou labourest well: 
I trust thou wilt be a good catholic." ** My lord,” said he, * St. Paul 
saith, * He that doth not labour is not worthy to eat". Bonner 
said, “Ah! St. Paul isa great man with thee.”! And so, after 
such other talk, the bishop inferring moreover, wished his beard off, 
saying, that so he would look like a catholic. “ My lord,” said 
Tomkins, “before my beard grew I was, I trust, a good Christian, 
and so I trust to be, my beard being on.” But Bonner, in fine, sent 
for the barber, and caused his beard to be shaven off. The very 
cause was, for that Bonner had plucked off a piece of his beard 

before. 
Notable The rage of this bishop was not so great against him, but the con- 
eria  Stancy of the party was much greater with patience to bear it; who, 
true, Although he had not the learning as others have, yet he was so endued 
soldier. with God’s mighty Spirit, and so constantly planted in the perfect 
knowledge of God's truth, that by no means he could be removed 
from the confession of truth, to impiety and error. Whereupon 
Bonner the bishop, being greatly vexed against the poor man, when 
he saw that by no persuasions he could prevail with him, devised 
another practice not so strange as cruel, further to try his constancy ; 
to the intent, that seeing he could not otherwise convince him by 
doctrine of Scriptures, yet he might overthrow him by some fore- 
feeling and terror of death. So, having with him master Harpsfield, 
master Pemdleton, Dr. Chedsey, master Willerton, and others 
standing by, he called for Thomas Tomkins, who, coming before the 
Bishop bishop, and standing as he was wont in defence of his faith, the 
haven bishop fell from beating to burning: who, having there a taper or 
king Por- wax candle of three or four wicks standing upon the table, thought 


senna in 


burning there to represent unto us as it were, the old image of king Porsenna. 
ofsea. For as he burned the hand of Sezvola, so this catholic bishop’took 
voa. Tomkins by the fingers, and held his hand directly over the flame, 
supposing that by the smart and pain of the fire being terrified, he 

would leave off the defence of his doctrine which he had received. 
Tomkins, thinking no otherwise but there presently to die, began 
to commend himself unto the Lord, saying, * O Lord! into thy 
hands I commend my spirit,” etc. In the time that his hand was in 
burning, the same Tomkins afterward reported to one James Hinse, 
that his spirit was so rapt, that he felt no pain. In the which 


(1) And so should he be with you, if you were a right bishop. 12) See Appendix.—Eb. 
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burning he never shrank, till the veins shrank, and the sinews burst, 
and the water did spirt in master Harpsfield's face: insomuch that 
the said master Harpsfield, moved with pity, desired the bishop to 
stay, saying, that he had tried him enough. This burning was in 
the hall at Fulham. 

And whereas the bishop thought by that means to drive him from 
his opinions, it proved much otherwise: for this christian Scevola so 
valiantly did despise, abide, and endure that burning, that we have 
less cause hereafter to marvel at the manfulness of that Roman 
Scevola: I would to God the other had as well followed the example 
of that Etruscan tyrant. For he, after the left hand of Sceevola was 
half burned, either satisfied with his punishment, or overcome by his 
manhood, or driven away by fear, sent him home safe unto his 
people: whereas Bonner, hitherto not contented with the burning of 
his hand, rested not until he had consumed his whole body into 
ashes, at Londen in Smithfield. 

But before we come to his suffering, we will first entreat of some 
part of his examination and articles, with his answers and confession 
thereunto annexed, as it is credibly in register recorded. 


THE FIRST EXAMINATION OF THOMAS TOMKINS, BEFORE 
BONNER. 


This faithful and valiant soldier of God, Thomas Tomkins, after 
he had remained the space (as is said) of half a year in prison, about 
the 8th day of February was brought with certain others before 
Bonner, sitting in his consistory, to be examined. To whom first 
was brought forth a certain bill or schedule, subscribed (as appeareth) 
with his own hand, the fifth day of the same month last before, con- 
taining these words following. 


The Confession of Tomkins subscribed with his own Hand. 


Thomas Tomkins of Shoreditch, and of the diocese of London, hath believed 
and doth believe, that in the sacrament of the altar, under the forms of bread 
and wine, there is not the very body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ in 
substance, but only a token and remembrance thereof, the very body and blood 
of Christ being only in heaven, and no where else. 


By me, Thomas Tomkins. 


"19 


Mary. 
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1555. 


Tomkins 
compared 
to Scæ- 
vola; 
onner 
more 
cruel 
than Por- 
senna,the 
Etruscan 


Whereupon he was asked, whether he did acknowledge the same Tomkins 


subscription to be of his own hand. To the which he granted, con- 


constant 
in his 


fessing it so to be. This being done, the bishop went about to faith.. 


persuade him (with words, rather than with reasons) to relinquish his 
opinions, and to return again to the unity of the catholic church, 
promising if he would so do, to remit all that was past. But he 
constantly denied so to do. When the bishop saw he could not so 
convince him, he brought forth and read to him another writing, 
containing articles and interrogatories, whereunto he should come the 
next day and answer: in the mean time he should deliberate with 
himself what to do. And so the next day, being the 9th of March, 
at eight o'clock in the morning to be present in the same place again, 
to give his determinate answer what he would do in the premises, 
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Mary. and then either to revoke and reclaim himself, or else in the after- 
A.D. noon the same day to come again, and have justice (as he called it) 
1555. ministered unto him. The copy of which articles here followeth. 


Articles objected and ministered the 8th day of February against 
Thomas Tomkins, with his own Hand subscribing to the same. 


Transub- Thou dost believe, that in the sacrament of the altar, under the forms of 

stantia- bread and wine, there is not, by the omnipotent power of Almighty God, and 

denied. his holy word, really, truly, and in very deed, the very true and natural body 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, as touching the substance thereof; which was con- 
ceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and hanged upon the cross, suffering 
passion and death there for the life of the world. 


I do so believe. 


Sub- Thou dost believe, that after the consecration of the bread and wine prepared 
stance of for the use of the sacrament of the altar, there doth remain the substance of 
bread re- MEM A . x 

maineth Material bread and material wine, not changed or altered in substance by the 


in the S2- power of Almighty God, but remaining as it did before. 


I do so believe. 


Thens- Thou dost believe, that it is an untrue doctrine, and a false belief, to think 
tural pre- or say, that in the sacrament of the altar there is, after consecration of the 
Christin bread and wine, the substance of Christ's natural body and blood, by the omni- 


thesacra- potent power of Almighty God, and his holy word. 


ment . 
denied. I do so believe. 


Theeror Thou dost believe, that thy parents, kinsfolks, friends, and acquaintance, and 


ofthe — also thy godfathers and godmother, and all people, did err, and were deceived, 
fs if they did believe, that in the sacrament of the altar there was, after the conse- 


touching cration, the body and blood of Christ, and that there did not remain the suh- 


the sacra~ stance of material bread and wine. 
I do so believe. 


By me Thomas Tomkins. 


THE SECOND EXAMINATION OF THOMAS TOMKINS. 


The next day, being the 9th of February, at eight o’clock before 
noon, the said Thomas Tomkins (according to the former command- 
ment) was brought again into the place aforenamed, before the bishop 
and other his assistants, where the aforesaid articles were propounded 
unto him: whereunto he answered as followeth : 


To the first he said, that he did so believe, as in the same is contained. 

To the second he said, that it was only bread, and a participation of Christ’s 
death and passion, and so do the Scriptures teach. 

To the third he said and did believe, it was a false doctrine, to believe and 
think as is contained in this article. 

To the fourth, he did also believe the same. 


After this answer, he did also subscribe his name to the said 
articles. Whereupon the bishop, drawing out of his bosom another 
confession subscribed with Tomkins’s own hand, and also that article 
that was the first day objected against him, caused the same to be 
openly read; and then willed him to revoke and deny his said 
opinions, the which he utterly refused to do; and therefore was 
commanded to appear before the bishop again in the same place at 
two o'clock in the afternoon. 
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The Bishop repeateth again the Confession of Thomas Tomkins; arary. 
written before by the said Bishop of London, and subscribed by AD 
the said Tomkins, the 26th of September, anno 1554, which is 1555 
this. — 


I, Thomas Tomkins of the parish of Shoreditch, in the diocese of London, 
having confessed and declared openly heretofore, to Edmund bishop of London, 
mine ordinary, that my belief hath been many years past, and is at this present, 
that the body of our Saviour Jesus Christ is not truly and in very deed in the 
sacrament of the altar, but only in heaven; and so in heaven, that it cannot 
now indeed be really and truly in the sacrament of the altar: And moreover, The mass 
having likewise confessed and declared to my said ordinary openly many times, full of | 
that although the church, called the catholic church, hath allowed, and doth fret) 
allow the mass and sacrifice made and done therein, as a wholesome, profitable, idolatry. 
and a godly thing; yet my belief hath been many years past, and is at this present, 
that the said mass is full of superstition, plain idolatry, and unprofitable for my 
soul; and so have I called it many times, and take it at this present: Having Baptism 
also likewise confessed and declared to my said ordinary, that the sacrament ought to 
of baptism ought to be only in the vulgar tongue, and not otherwise ministered, P6 gpm 
and also without any such ceremonies, as accustomably are used in the Latin the 
church, and otherwise not to be allowed :—Finally, being many times and oft vulgar 
called openly before my said ordinary, and talked withal touching all my said 4, 7.;., 
confessions and declarations, both by the said mine ordinary and divers other con- 
learned men, as well his chaplains as others, and counselled by.all of them to stantly 
embrace the truth, and to recant mine error in the premises, which they told to the 
me was plain heresy and manifest error; do testify and declare hereby, that I truth of 
do and will continually stand to my said confession, declaration, and belief, in ospel 
all the premises, and every part thereof, and in no wise recant or go from any ° ` 
part of the same. In witness whereof I have subscribed and passed this 
writing the 26th day of September, the year aforesaid. 

By me Tho. Tomkins aforesaid. 


The names of them that sat upon Thomas Tomkins at this session, 
were these: Edmund Bonner; John Fecknam, dean of Paul's; 
John Harpsfield, archdeacon of London; John Morwen, master of 
arts; Thomas Morton, parson of Fulham; Tristram Swadell, 
Thomas More, Thomas Bekinsaw, James Cline, clerks. 


THE LAST APPEARANCE AND CONDEMNATION OF THOMAS TOM- 
KINS BEFORE BONNER AND THE COMMISSIONERS. 


The same day and place, at two o'clock in the afternoon, he was, the 
last time, brought before the bishops of London, Bath, and St. David’s, 
with others ; where he was earnestly exhorted by the said bishop of 
Bath, to revoke and leave off his opinions. Unto whom he answered, 

“ My lord, I was born and brought up in ignorance until now of late 
years; and now I know the truth, wherein I will continue unto the 
death." 

Then Bonner caused all his articles and confession to be again sentence 
openly read, and so, in his accustomed manner, persuaded with tim 723. 
to recant. To whom he finally said, “ My lord, I cannot see but Tomkins. 
that you would have me forsake the truth, and to fall into error and 
heresy.” The bishop seeing he would not recant, did proceed in his 
law, and so gave sentence of condemnation upon him. 

Then he delivered him to the sheriff of London, who carried him uis mar- 
straight unto Newgate, where he remained most joyous and constant iram in 
until the 16th of March next after. on which day, he was by the fel. 
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Mary. said sheriff conveyed into Smithfield, and there sealed up his faith in 
A.D. the flaming fire, to the glory of God's holy name, and confirmation 
1558. of the weak. 


A Potable History of William Punter, 


A YOUNG MAN, AN APPRENTICE, OF NINETEEN YEARS, PURSUED 
TO DEATH BY JUSTICE BROWN, FOR THE GOSPEL’S SAKE 5 
WORTHY OF ALL YOUNG MEN AND PARENTS TO 
BE READ. 


The 26th day of the said month of March, the year aforesaid, fol- 
lowed the martyrdom of William Hunter, a right godly young man, 
of the age of nineteen years, and born of like godly parents: by 
whom he was not only instructed in true religion and godliness, but 
also confirmed by them unto death, after a rare and strange example, 
worthy to be noted and had in admiration of all parents. Wherein 
may appeara singular spectacle, not only of a marvellous fortitude in 
the party so young, but also in his parents, to behold nature in them 
striving with religion, and overcome of the same: whereby christian 
parents may learn what is to be done, not only in their children, but 
also in themselves, if need at any time do require, or godliness should 
demand the duty of a christian man against natural affection. 
* Nature! is a strong thing, I must needs confess, and almost invincible, 
and, among all the affections of nature, there is none that is so 
deeply graved in a father’s mind, as the love and tender affection 
towards his children, that is, as you would say, towards his own 
bowels. By which affection we see many, yea rather infinite 
parents, that are overcome; but, of them that overcome it, very 
few, or rather none. So much the more, therefore, am I moved not 
to pass over, in this place, such notable and singular godliness of 
these parents; who, when they saw their son led towards the fire, did 
not follow him with lamentation, neither laboured, by their words, to 
draw him from his godly purpose, neither took pity of his fortune ; 
but, setting aside all private affection of natural love, forgetting 
nature, and, as it were, forgetting themselves,—neither yet following 
that common affection of parents at this day, but the example of that 
holy mother of the Maccabees—encouraged their son, as much as 
they could ; and rejoicing with wonderful gladness, exhorted him to 
go through valiantly: insomuch, that when he was ready to suffer 
death, either of them drinking unto him, rejoiced over him, and con- 
firmed him in the Lord. And here, truly, I cannot tell whether I 
should rather praise the virtue of the son, or of the parents; for he, 
indeed, died with great constancy, and after he had recited the 
eighty-fourth psalm, as he was a-dying, doubtless obtained the crown 
of blessed martyrdom. But no less constancy, as I think, appeared 
in them, and they are no less to be accounted martyrs, in the martyr- 
dom of their son: for he, offering his body to torments, with great 
praise, overcame the tormentors, the torments, and the tyrants. And 
they, with no less praise, overcame their own natures, offering to the 
Lord a mind no less constant and strong than he did, and, per- 
chance, felt no less torments inwardly, than he-did outwardly. He, 


(1) See Edition 1563, page 1110.—Ep. 
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broiling in the midst of the flame, suffered his life to be taken from Mary. 
him, not without cruel torment; and they, also, with no less torment, 4 D. 
suffered their son to be taken from them. On both sides the strength 1555. 
of the spirit, the fervent heat of godliness, and the love of Christ, — 7 
overcame all the torments ; and, therefore, I thought the praise of 

the son could not well be recorded, without the commendation of the 
parents: for as he, dying for the gospel, hath left behind him in the 
church, a strong and evident testimony, to confirm the doctrine of the 

gospel ; so they, to confirm a gospel-like life, have given an example, 
worthy to be followed of all men :* example whereof, in the sequel 

of this history, we have here present before our eyes. Which his- 

tory, as it was faithfully drawn out by Robert Hunter, his own bro- 

ther (who, being present with his brother William, and never leaving 

him till his death, sent the true report unto us), we have here, with 

like faithfulness, placed and recorded the same, as followeth. 


William Hunter, being an apprentice in London in the first year of queen Hunter 
Mary, was commanded at the Raster next following to receive the communion threaten 
at a mass, by the priest of the parish where he dwelt, called Coleman-street; receiving 
which because he refused to do, he was very much threatened that he should ata mass. 
be therefore brought before the bishop of London. Wherefore William Hunter's 

master, one Thomas Taylor, a silkweaver, required William Hunter to go and 

depart from him, lest that he should come in danger because of him, if he con- 

tinued in his house. For the which causes, William Hunter took leave of his 

said master, and thence came to Brentwood where his father dwelt, with whom 

he afterwards remained about the space of half a quarter of a year. 

After this it happened within five or six weeks, that William going into the Father 
chapel of Brentwood, and finding there a Bible lying on a desk, did read therein. Atwell a 
In the mean time there came in one father Atwell, a sumner, who hearing promoter. 
William read in the Bible, said to him, “ What! meddlest thou with the 
Bible? Knowest thou what thou readest, and canst thou expound the 
Scriptures?” 

To whom William answered and said, “ Father Atwell, I take not upon me Talk be- 
to expound the Scriptures, except I were dispensed withal; but I, finding the (rn At 
Bible here when I came, read in it to my comfort.” To whom father Atwell Hunter 
said, “It was never merry world, since the Bible came abroad in English." concern- 

To the which words William answered, saying, “Father Atwell, say not so, Bible. 

for God's sake : for it is God's book, out of the which every one that hath grace 
may learn to know both what things please God, and also what displeaseth him." 
Then said father Atwell, * Could we not tell before this time as well as now, 
how God was served?" William answered, ‘No, father Atwell; nothing so 
well as we may now; if that we might have his blessed word amongst us still 
as we have had.” “It is true,” said father Atwell, “if it be as you say.” 

“ Well,” said William Hunter, “ it liketh me very well, and I pray God that catholics 
we may have the blessed Bible amongst us continually." To the which words Shite th 
father Atwell said, **I perceive your mind well enough: you are one of them Bible ^ 
that mislike the queen's laws; and therefore you came from London, I hear 
say. You learned these ways at London: but for all that,” said father Atwell, 

* you must turn another leaf; or else you, and a great sort more heretics, will 

broil for this gear, I warrant you.” To the which words William said, “ God 

give me grace, that I may believe his word, and confess his name, whatsoever 

come thereof.” “Confess his name!” quoth old Atwell, * No, no; ye will go 

to the devil all of you, and confess his name." “ What?" said William, * You 

say not well, father Atwell." 

_ At the which words he went out of the chapel in a great fury, saying, “] am Atwell 
not able to reason with thee: but I will fetch one straightway which shall talk notable. 
with thee, I warrant thee, thou heretic!” And he, leaving William Hunter but he is’ 
reading in the Bible, straightways brought one Thomas Wood, who was then vicar able to 
of Southwell, who was at an alehouse even over against the said chapel; who, the inno- 
hearing old Atwell say, that William Hunter was reading of the Bible in the cent. 
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Mary, chapel, came by and by to him, and finding him reading in the Bible, took the 
matter very heinously, saying; “Sirrah, who gave thee leave to read in the 
A.D. Bible, and to expound it?" Then William answered, “I expound not the 
1555. Scriptures, sir, but read them for my comfort.” 
The vicar ^ What meddlest thou with them at all?” said the vicar. “ It becometh not 
of South- thee, nor any such to meddle with the Scriptures,” But William answered, 
bate “ I will read the Scriptures (God willing) while I live; and you ought, master 
Hunter Vicar, not to discourage any man for that matter, but rather exhort men 
for read- diligently to read the Scriptures for your discharge and their own.” 
Bole the Unto the which the vicar answered, “It becometh thee well to tell me what 
I have to do. I see thou art a heretic by thy words.” William said, “ I am 
Theca- no heretic for speaking the truth.” But the vicar said, “ It is a merry world, 
tholics in when such as thou art shall teach us what is the truth. Thou art meddling, 
will be father Atwell tells me, with the sixth chapter of John, wherein thou mayest 
con- perceive how Christ saith, * Except that ye eat the flesh of Christ, and drink his 
trolled. blood, ye have no life in you. " William said, “I read the sixth chapter of 
John indeed; howbeit, I made no exposition on it." 

Then said father Atwell, ** When you read it, I said, that you there might 
understand how that in the sacrament of the altar is Christ’s very natural body 
and blood: unto the which you answered, how that you would take the Scrip- 
tures as they are, and that you would meddle with no great exposition, except 
that ye were dispensed withal.” 

Hunter a < Ah,” said the vicar, “ what say you to the blessed sacrament of the altar? 
efthe ne^ Believest thou not init, and that the bread and wine is transubstantiated into 
erament. the very body and blood of Christ?" William answered, “I learn no such 
thing in the sixth of John as you speak of.” ** Why," said the vicar, “ dost 
thou not believe in the sacrament of the altar?" ‘I believe," said William 
Hunter, * all that God's word teacheth." * Why,” said the vicar, “thou mayest 
learn this which I say, plainly in the sixth of John." 
The ca- Then said William, * You understand Christ's words much like the carnal 
holies e Capernaites, which thought, that Christ would have given them his flesh to 
Caper- feed upon: which opinion our Saviour Christ corrected, when he said, ‘The 
nates. — words which I speak to you, are spirit and life.’ ” 
Heres n “Now,” quoth the vicar, “ I have found you out: now I see that thou art a 
bythe heretic indeed, and that thou dost not believe in the sacrament of the altar." 
papists. Then said William Hunter, * Whereas you doubt my belief, I would it were 
tried, whether that you or I would stand faster in our faith.” “ Yea, thou 
heretic,” said the vicar, “ wouldst thou have it so tried?" William Hunter an- 
swered, “That which you call heresy, I serve my Lord God withal.” 

Then said the vicar, ** Canst thou serve God with heresy?” But William 
answered, *I would that you and I were even now fast tied to a stake, to 
prove whether that I or you would stand strongest to our faith." But the 
vicar answered, “ It shall not be so tried.” ‘ No," quoth William, “ I think 
so; for if I might, I think I know who would soonest recant: for I durst set 
my foot against yours, even to the death.” “That we shall see,” quoth the 
vicar; and so they departed, the vicar threatening William much, how that 
he would complain of him; with much other communication which they had 
together. 

The vicar Immediately after, this vicar of the Wield told master Brown of the com- 
complain- munication which William Hunter and he had together; which when master 
Sie Brown understood, immediately he sent for William’s father and the constable, 
Brown of one Robert Salmon. For immediately after William Hunter and the vicar had 
Bunter, reasoned together, he took his leave of his father and fled; because Wood 
eth for the vicar threatened him, Now when the constable and William's father were 
Hunters come, and were before master Brown, he asked where William Hunter was. 
father. His father answered, saying, “If it please you, sir, I know not where he is 
become." ‘ No!" quoth master Brown: “I will make thee tell where he is, 
and fetch him forth also, ere I have done with thee.” “ Sir," said William’s 
father, ‘‘I know not where he is become, nor where to seek for him.” 
Fruit of Then said master Brown, “ Why didst thou not bring him, when thou hadst 
the pope's him? I promise thee, if thou wilt not fetch him, I will send thee to prison, 
doctrine. till I shall get him. Wherefore see that thou promise me to fetch him; or else 
it is not best to look me in the face any more, nor yet to rest in Brentwood.’ 
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* Well,” quoth master Brown to William’s father, ‘see that thou seek him mary. 
forth, and bring him to me." ——— 

William's father answered, “ Sir, would you have me seek out my son to be A.D. 
burned?" “If thou bring him to me," quoth master Brown, “ I will deal well 1585. 
enough for that matter; thou shalt not need to care for the matter. Fetch Anunrea- 
him, and thou shalt see what I will do for him. Moreover, if thou lackest sonable 
money,” quoth he, “ thou shalt have some;" and bade the constable, master The fa 
Salmon, to give him a crown: but William's father took none of him. How- ther pre- 
beit master Brown would never rest, till William’s father had promised him to tends 10 
seek out his son. And thus master Brown sent the constable home again, and son. 
William’s father; commanding him to seek out William Hunter, and then to 
come again and bring him to him. 

After that old father Hunter had ridden two or three days’ journey to satisfy The son 
master Brown’s expectation, it happened that William met with his father in mereh 
the highway as he travelled; and first he, seeing his father, came to him, and in the 
spake to him, and told him how that he thought that he sought for him. And Waki 
then his father, confessing it, wept sore, and said, that master Brown charged Mold 
him to seek him, and bring him to him.  * Howbeit," said he, ** I will return between 
home again, and say I cannot find you.” But William said, * Father, I will the father 
go home with you, and save you harmless, whatsoever cometh of it.” son. 

And thus they came home together: but William, as soon as he was come 
home, was taken by the said constable, and laid in the stocks till the next day, 
when master Brown (hearing that William Hunter was come home) sent for 
him to the constable; who brought him immediately to master Brown. 

Now when William was come, master Brown said to him, * Ah, sirrah! are Hunter 
ye come?" and then by and by he commanded the Bible to be brought and brought 
opened it, and then began to reason with William on this manner, saying: “1 iico 
hear say you are a Scripture-man, you; and can reason much of the sixth of Brown. 
John, and expound as pleaseth you ;" and turned the Bible to the sixth of St. 

John. And then he laid to his charge what an exposition he made, when the 
vicar and he talked together. And William said, ** He urged me to say so 
much as I did.” 

* Well,” quoth master Brown, “because you can expound that place so well ; Talk be- 
how say you to another place?" (turning to the twenty-second of St. Luke.) And tween 
master Brown said, ‘ Look here,” quoth he, “for Christ saith, that the bread is aa hen 
his body."—To the which William answered, “The text saith, how Christ took about the 
bread; but not that he changed it into another substance, but gave that which Sint. 
he took, and brake that which he gave; which was bread, as is evident by the Bread, 
text: for else he should have had two bodies, which to affirm I see no rea- broken, 
son,” said William. At the which answer master Brown was very angry, and changed. 
took up the Bible and turned the leaves, and then flung it down again in such Brown in 
a fury, that William could not well find the place again whereof they reasoned. 2 petting 

Then master Brown said, * Thou naughty boy! wilt thou not take things as ` 
they are, but expound them as thou wilt? Doth not Christ call the bread his 
body plainly? and thou wilt not believe, that the bread is his body after the 
consecration, Thou goest about to make Christ a liar!" But William Hunter 
answered, “I mean not so, sir; but rather more earnestly to search what the 
mind of Christ is in that holy institution, wherein he commendeth unto us the 
remembrance of his death, passion, resurrection, and coming again; saying, How 
‘This do, in the remembrance of me.’ And also, though Christ call the bread Christ 
his body, as he doth also say that he is a vine, a door, etc., yet is. not his body galled is 
turned into bread, no more than he is turned into a door or vine. Wherefore poay. 
Christ called the bread his body by a figure.” 

At that word master Brown said, * Thou art a villain indeed. Wilt thou Brown in 
make Christ a liar yet still?" and was in such a fury with William, and so a rage. 
raged, that William could not speak a word but he crossed him, and scoffed at 
every word. Wherefore William, seeing him in such fury, desired him that he 
would either hear him quietly, and suffer him to anawer for himself; or else 
send him away. To the which master Brown answered, “Indeed I will send grown 

' thee to-morrow to my lord of London, and he shall have thee under exami- sendeth 
nation:" and thus left off the talk, and made a letter immediately; and sent UP Hun- 


William Hunter with the constable to Bonner, bishop of London, who received oer. 
William. 
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After that he had read the letter, and the constable réturned home again, 
the bishop caused William to be brought into a chamber, where he began to 


* reason with him in this manner: “ I understand, William Hunter," quoth he, 


1555. 


Bonner's 
words to 
Hunter. 


Talk be- 
tween 
Hunter 
and the 
bishop 
about the 
sacra- 
ment. 


Bonner's 
fair pro- 
mises to 
Hunter. 


Hunter 
notsutfer- 
edtohave 
his con- 
science 
free. 
Denieth 
torecant. 


Bonner 
com- 
mandeth 
Hunter 
to the 
stocks. 


Hunter 
refuseth 
to recant. 
Laid in 
the con- 
vict pri- 
son with 
as many 
irons as 
he could 
bear. 


“ by master Brown's letter, how that you have had certain communication with 
the vicar of the Wield, about the blessed sacrament of the altar; and how that 
ye could not agree: whereupon master Brown sent for thee, to bring thee to 
the catholic faith, from the which, he saith that thou art gone. Howbeit if 
thou wilt be ruled by me, thou shalt have no harm for any thing that thou hast 
said or done in this matter.” William answered, saying, “ I am not fallen 
from the catholic faith of Christ, I am sure; but do believe it, and confess it 
with all my heart.” 

“ Why," quoth the bishop, * how sayest thou to the blessed sacrament of the 
altar? Wilt thon not recant thy saying, which thou confessedst before master 
Brown, how that Christ’s body is not in the sacrament of the altar, the same 
that was born of the Virgin Mary?” To the which William answered, saying, 
** My lord, I understand that master Brown hath certified you of the talk which 
he and I had together, and thereby ye know what I said to him; the which T 
will not recant, by God's help." 

Then said the bishop, “I think thou art ashamed to bear a faggot, and recant 
openly; but, if thou wilt recant thy sayings, I will promise thee that thou shalt 
not be put to open shame : but speak the word here now between me and thee, 
and I will promise thee it shall go no further, and thou shalt go home again 
without any hurt." William answered and said, “ My lord, if you will let me 
alone, and leave me to my conscience, I will go to my father and dwell with 
him, or else with my master again; and so, if no body will disquiet or trouble 
my conscience, I will keep my conscience to myself.” 

Then said the bishop, ** I am content, so that thou wilt go to the church, and 
receive, and be shriven; and so continue a good catholic Christian.” - “ No,” 
quoth William, ** I will not do so, for all the good in the world.” ** Then," quoth 
the bishop, “If you will not do so, I will make you sure enough, I warrant 
you." '* Well,” quoth William, “ you can do no more than God will permit 
you." ** Well," quoth the bishop, “ wilt thou not recant indeed by no means ?" 
* No," quoth William, * never while I live, God willing." 

Then the bishop (this talk ended) commanded his men to put William in the 
stocks in his gatehouse, where he sat two days and nights, only with a crust of 
brown bread and a cup of water. At the two days’ end the bishop came to him, 
and finding the cup of water and the crust of bread still by him upon the stocks, 
said to his men, * Take him out of the stocks, and let him break his fast with 
you." Then they let him forth of the stocks, but would not suffer him to eat 
with them, but called him heretic. And he said, he was as loth to be in their 
company, as they were to be in his. 

After the breakfast, the bishop sent for William, and demanded whether he 
would recant or no. But William made him answer, how that he would never 
recant that which he had confessed before men, as concerning his faith in Christ. 
Then the bishop said that he was no Christian ; but he denied the faith in which 
he was baptized. But William answered, “I was baptized in the faith of the 
holy Trinity, the which I will not go from, God assisting me with his grace.” 

Then the bishop sent him to the convict prison, and commanded the keeper 
to lay irons upon him, as many as he could bear: and moreover asked him, how 
old he was; and William said that he was nineteen years old. “ Well," said 
the bishop, “ you will be burned ere you be twenty years old, if you will not 
yield yourself better than you have done yet." William answered, * God 
strengthen me in his truth.” And then he parted, and the bishop allowing him 
a halfpenny a day to live on, in bread or drink. 

Thus he continued in prison three quarters of a year. In the which time he 
had been before the bishop five times, besides the time when he was condemned 
in the consistory in Paul's, the 9th day of February: at the which time I his 
brother, Robert Hunter, was present, when and where I heard the bishop 
condemn him, and five others.) 

And then the bishop calling William, asked him if he would recant; and so 
read to him his examination and confession, as is above rehearsed : and then 


(1) These five were Tomkins, Pygot, Knight, Hawkes, and Laurence. 
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rehearsed, how that William confessed that he did believe that he received ary. 
Christ's body spiritually, when he did receive the communion. ** Dost thou 
mean," quoth the bishop, *.that the bread is Christ's body spiritually?” William A.D. 
answered, * I mean not so, but rather when I receive the holy communion rightly 1595. 
and worthily, I do feed upon Christ spiritually, through faith in my soul, and on re- 
am made partaker of all the benefits which Christ hath brought unto all faith- ceiving 
ful believers through his precious death, passion, and resurrection: and not, the com- 
that the bread is his body, either spiritually or corporally." 

Then said the bishop to William, “ Dost thou not think," holding up his cap, 

“ that, for example here of my cap, thou mayest see the squareness end colour 

of it, and yet that not to be the substance, which thou judgest by the acci- 
dents?" William answered, * If you can separate the accidents from the 
substance, and show me the substance without the accidents, I could believe." 

"Then said the bishop, ** Thou wilt not believe that God can do any thing above 

man's capacity." “ Yes," said William, ** I must needs believe that; for daily Miren 
experience teacheth all men that thing plainly: but our question is not what is. 

God can do, but whet he will have us to learn in his holy supper." 

Then the bishop said, “ I always have found thee at this point, and I see no sentence 
hope in thee to reclaim thee unto the catholic faith, but thou wilt continue a pro- 
corrupt member : " and then pronounced sentence upon him, how that he should eel 
go from that place to Newgate for a time, and so from thence to Brentwood, Hunter. 
** where," said he, “ thou shalt be burned." 

'Then the bishop called for another, and so when he had condemned them all, The large 
he called for William Hunter, and persuaded with him ; saying, “ If thou wilt offer of t 
yet recant, I will make thee a freeman in the city, and give thee forty pound im? 
in good money to set up thine occupation withal: or I will make thee steward Hunter 
of my house, and set thee in office; for I like thee well. Thou hast wit enough, refuseth 
and I will prefer thee if thou recant.” But William answered, “ I thank you t? come 
for"your great offers: notwithstanding, my lord,” said he, “ if you cannot per- Christ for 
suade my conscience with Scriptures, I cannot find in my heart to turn from fr love of 
God for the love of the world; for I count all things worldly, but loss and dung, the world. 
in respect of the love of Christ.” 

Then said the bishop, “If thou diest in this mind, thou art condemned for Hunter 
ever.” William answered, * God judgeth righteously, and justifieth them sent down 
whom man condemneth unjustly.” Thus William and the bishop departed, wood to 
William and the rest to Newgate, where they remained about a month ; who be burnt. 
afterward were sent down, William to Brentwood, and the others into divers 
places of the country. Now when William was come down to Brentwood, 
which was the Saturday before the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary that fol- 
lowed on the Monday after, William remained till the Tuesday after, because 
they would not put him to death then, for the holiness of the day. 

In the mean time William's father and mother came to him, and desired His fa- 
heartily of God that he might continue to the end in that good way which he ther and 
had begun: and his mother said to him, that she was glad that ever she was so come to 
happy to bear such a child, which could find in his heart to lose his life for comfort 
Christ’s name’s sake. ` 

Then William said to his mother, “ For my little pain which I shall suffer, ana ex- 
which is but a short braid, Christ hath promised me, mother,” said he, “ a crown hort nm 
of joy: may you not be glad of that, mother?" With that his mother kneeled stant, 
down on her knees, saying, “ I pray God strengthen thee, my son, to the end. 

Yea, I think thee as well bestowed, as any child that ever I bare." 

At the which words master Higbed took her in his arms, saying, “I rejoice” Mark 
(and so said the others) * to see you in this mind; and you have a good cause here 
to rejoice.” And his father and mother both said, that they were never of other whether 
mind, but prayed for him, that as he had begun to confess Christ before men, did no- 
he likewise might so continue to the end. William's father said, “ I was afraid thing but 
of nothing but that my son should have been killed in the prison by hunger and jaw” 
cold; the bishop was so hard to him.” But William confessed, after a month, 
that his father was charged with his board, that he lacked nothing; but had 
meat and clothing enough, yea even out of the court, both money, meat, 
clothes, wood and coals, and all things necessary. 

‘Thus they continued in their inn, being the Swan in Brentwood, in a parlour, 
whither resorted many people of the country to see those good men which were 
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Mary. there. And many of William's acquaintance came to him, and reasoned with 
him, and he with them, exhorting them to come away from the abomination of 

A.D. popish superstition and idolatry. 

1555. ^ "Thus passing away Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, on Monday at night it 
A notable happened that William had a dream about two o'clock in the morning, which 
thingeon- was this: How that he was at the place where the stake was pitched, where he 
fantes Should be burned, which (as he thought in his dream) was at the town's end 
dream. where the butts stood; which was so indeed. And also he dreamed that he 

met with his father as he went to the stake, and also that there was a priest at 
the stake, who went about to have him recant. To whom he said (as he thought 
in his dream) how that he bade him, ** Away, false prophet!" and how that he 
exhorted the people to beware of him, and such as he was: which things came 
to pass indeed. It happened that William made a noise to himself in his 
dream, which caused master Higbed and the others to awake him out of his 
sleep, to know what he lacked. When he awaked he told them his dream in 
order, as is said. 
Hunter Now when it was day, the sheriff, master Brocket, called on to set forward to 
led plac e the burning of William Hunter. Then came the sheriff's son to William 
of mar- Hunter, and embraced him in his right arm, saying, “ William! be not afraid 
tyrdom. of these men which are here present with bows, bills, and weapons, ready pre- 
The she- pared to bring you to the place where you shall be burned.” To whom William 
comfort- answered, “ I thank God I am not afraid; for I have cast my count what it 
eth him. will cost me already.” Then the sheriff’s son could speak no more to him for 
weeping. 
Hunter's Then William Hunter plucked up his gown, and stepped over the parlour 
dream | groundsel and went forward cheerfully; the sheriff's servant taking him by 
' one arm, and [ his brother by another. And thus going in the way, he met with 
his father according to his dream, and he spake to his son, weeping and saying, 
His * God be with thee, son William!" And William said, * God be with you, 
yords good father, and be of good comfort; for I hope we shall meet again when we 
father. Shall be merry.” His father said, “I hope so, William ;" and so departed. So 
William went to the place where the stake stood, even according to his dream, 
where all things were very unready. Then William took a wet broom-faggot, 
and kneeled down thereon, and read the fifty-first Psalm, till he came to these 
words, “ The sacrifice of God is a contrite spirit ; a contrite and a broken heart, 
O God, thou wilt not despise.” 
Wiliam Then said master Tyrill of the Beaches (called William Tyrill), “ Thou liest, 
TY — seid he, “thou readest false; for the words are an humble spirit." But William 
Beaches said, “ The translation saith, a contrite heart." “ Yea," quoth master Tyrill, 
carpeth * the translation is false: ye translate books as ye list yourselves, like heretics.’ 
hath no ‘* Well,” quoth William, ** there is no great difference in those words." Then 
cause. said the sheriff, ** Here is a letter from the queen. If thou wilt recant thou 
Hunter shalt live; if not, thou shalt be burned." — * No," quoth William, * I will not 
refuseth vecant God willing.” Then William rose and went to the stake, and stood 
queen’s upright to it. Then came one Richard Ponde, a bailiff, and made fast the chain 
pardon. about William. 
Then said master Brown, “ Here is not wood enough to burn a leg of him.” 
Then said William, ** Good people! pray for me; and make speed and despatch 
quickly : and pray for me while you see me alive, good people! and 1 will 
pray for you likewise." 
A dogged “ Now,” quoth master Brown, “ pray for thee! I will pray no more for 
Bows! thee, than I will pray for a dog." To whom William answered, ** Master 
Brown, now you have that which you sought for, and I pray God it be not laid 
to your charge in the last day: howbeit I forgive you." Then said master 
Brown, “ I ask no forgiveness of thee.” “ Well," said William, “ if God for- 
ive you, I shall not require my blood at your hands." 
Anexter- Then said William, “ Son of God shine upon me;" and immediately the sun 
nal show, in the element shone out of a dark cloud so full in his face, that he was con- 
favour strained to look another way: whereat the people mused, because it was so dark 
on er, alittle time afore. Then William took up a faggot of broom, and embraced it 
' in his arms. 
Then the priest, which William dreamed of, came to his brother Robert with 
a popish book to carry to William, that he might recant; which book his brother 
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would not meddle withal. Then William, seeing the priest, and perceiving Mary. 
how he would have showed him the book, said, * Away, thou false prophet ! 
Beware of them, good people, and come away from their abominations, lest 
that you be partakers of their plagues.” “ Then,” quoth the priest, ** look how 1555. 
thou burnest here, so shalt thou burn in hell" William answered, * Thou 
liest, thou false prophet! Away, thou false prophet, away !" 
Then was there a gentleman which said, “ I pray God have mercy upon his 
soul" The people said, “ Amen, Amen.” Immediately fire was made. 
Then William cast his psalter right into his brother's hand, who said, “ Wil- Comfort- 
liam ! think on the holy passion of Christ, and be not afraid of death.” ed by his 
And William answered, * I am not afraid." Then lift he up his hands to "ther. 
heaven, and said, * Lord, Lord, Lord, receive my spirit ;” and, casting down 
his head again into the smothering smoke, he yielded up his life for the truth, 
sealing it with his blood to the praise of God. 


Now by and by after, master Brown commanded one old Hunt, to take his Robert 


brother Robert Hunter, and lay him in the stocks till he returned from the set the 
burning of Higbed at Horndon on the Hill, the same day. Which thing old , 


Hunt did. Then master Brown (when Robert Hunter came before him) asked 
if he would do as his brother had done. But Robert Hunter answered, * If I 
do as my brother hath done, I shall have as he hath had." “ Marry,” quoth 
master Brown, “ thou mayest be sure of it." 
Then master Brown said, * I marvel that thy brother stood so to his tack- Robert 
ling:" and moreover, he asked Robert, if William’s master of London were not by God's 


at his burning. But Robert said, that he was not there; but master Brown fence 


bare him in hand that his master was there, and how that he did see him there : delivered. 
but Robert denied it. Then master Brown commanded the constable and 
Robert Hunter to go their ways home, and so had no further talk with them. 


Were follomety the Wistory of Master dLauston and Master Pighed, 


TWO WORTHY GENTLEMEN OF ESSEX, WHO, FOR THEIR SINCERE 
CONFESSION OF THEIR FAITH UNDER BONNER BISHOP 
OF LONDOX, WERE MARTYRED AND BURNED 
IN ESSEX, A.D. 1555. 


Although the condemnation of master Causton and master Higbed 
followed after the condemnation of those other martyrs who were 
condemned with Tomkins and Hunter above mentioned, yet, because 
the time of their execution was before the burning of the aforesaid 
four martyrs, forsomuch that they suffered the same day that William 
Hunter did, which was the 26th of March, I thought therefore, next 
after the story of the said William Hunter, following the order of 
time, here to place the same. 

This master Causton and master Higbed, two worshipful gentlemen 
in the county of Essex, the one at Horndon on the Hill, the other 
of the parish of Thundersby, being zealous and religious in the true 
service of God; as they could not dissemble with the Lord their 
God, nor flatter with the world, so in time of blind superstition and 
wretched idolatry, they could not long he hid and obscure in such a 
number of malignant adversaries, accusers, and servants of this world, 
but at length they were perceived and detected to the aforesaid 
Edmund Bonner bishop of London; peradventure not without the wigea 
same organ which sent up William Hunter, as is above declared. and Cause 
By reason whereof, by commandment they were committed to the tected to 
officers of Colchester to be safely kept, and with them also a servant ` 
of Thomas Causton, who, in this praise of christian godliness, was 
nothing inferior to his master. 
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Mary. Bonner, the foresaid bishop, perceiving these two gentlemen to be 
“A.D. Of worshipful estate, and of great estimation in that country, lest any 
1555. tumult should thereby arise, came thither himself, accompanied with 
Bonner master Fecknam and certain others, thinking to reclaim them to his 
cometh faction and fashion: so that great labour and diligence was taken 
imself to . . . 
Cotches- therein, as well by terrors and threatenings, as by large promises and 
ter. flattering, and all fair means, to reduce them again to the unity (as 
they termed it) of the mother church. 

In fine, when nothing could prevail to make them assent to their 
doings, at length they came to this point, that they required certain 
respite to consult with themselves what was best to do. Which time 
of deliberation being expired, and they remaining still constant and 
unmovable in their professed dottrine, and setting out also their con- 
fession in writing, the bishop seeing no good to be done in tarrying 

Higted _ any longer there, departed thence, and carried them both with him to 
ton ear- London; and with them certain other prisoners also, which about the 
London. same time in those quarters were apprehended, 


THE FIRST DAY's SESSION. 


It was not long after this, but these prisoners, being at London 
committed to strait prison, and there attempted sundry ways by the 
bishop and his chaplains to revoke their opinions: at length, when 
no persuasions would serve, they were brought forth to open exami- 
nation at the consistory in Pauls, the ]'Yth day of February, 
A.D. 1555; where they were demanded as well by the said bishop, as 
also by the bishop of Bath, and others, whether they would recant 
their errors and perverse doctrine (as they termed it), and so come to 
the unity of the popish church. Which when they refused to do, the 
bishop assigned them likewise the next day to appear again, being the 
18th of February. 


THE SECOND DAY'S SESSION. 


On the which day, among many other things there said and passed, 
he read unto them severally certain articles, and gave them respite 
until the next day to answer unto the same; and so committed them 
again to prison. The copy of which articles hereunder followeth. 


Articles objected and ministered by Bonner, Bishop of London, 
severally against Thomas Causton and Thomas Higbed of Essex. 


First, That thou Thomas Causton (or Thomas Higbed) hast been and art of 
the diocese of London, and also of the jurisdiction now of me, Edmund bishop 
of London. 

Item, That thou wast in time past, according to the order of the church of 
England, baptized and christened. 

Item, That thou hadst godfathers and godmother, according to the said order. 

Item, That the said godfathers and godmother did then promise for thee, and 
in thy name, the faith and religion that then was used in the realm of England. 

Item, That that faith and religion, which they did profess and make for thee, 
was accounted and taken to be the faith and religion of the church, and of the: 
christian people: and so was it in very deed. 

Item, Thou coming to the age of discretion (that is to say, to the age of four- 
teen years) didst not mislike nor disallow that faith, that religion, or promise 
then used and approved and promised by the said godfathers and godmother, 
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but for a time didst continue in it, as others (taking themselves for christian Mary. 
people) did likewise. 

Item, That at that time, and also before, 1t was taken for a doctrine of the A.D. 
church, catholic and true, and everywhere in Christendom then allowed for 1555. 
catholic and true, and to be the profession of a christian man, to believe, that in 
the sacrament of the altar, under the forms of bread and wine, after the conse- 
cration, there was, and is, by the omnipotent power and will of Almighty God, 
and his word, without any substance of bread and wine there remaining, the 
true and natural body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ in substance, which mhe rea) ^ 
was born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered upon the cross, really, truly, and in presence. 
very deed. 

Item, That at that time thy father and mother, all thine ancestors, all thy 
kindred, acquaintance, and friends, and thy said godfathers and godmother, did 
then so believe, and think in all the same as the said church did therein believe. 

Item, That thyself hast had no just cause or lawful ground to depart or swerve 
from the said religion or faith, nor any occasion at all, except thou wilt follow 
and believe the erroneous opinion or belief that hath been (against the com- 
mon order of the church) brought in by certain disordered persons of late, at 
the uttermost within these thirty or forty years last past. 

Item, That thou dost know, or credibly hast heard, and dost believe, that Dr. 

Robert Barnes, John Frith, Thomas Gerrard, Jerome Lassels, Anne Askew, 
John Hooper late bishop of Gloucester, sir Laurence Saunders priest, John 
Bradford, sir John Rogers priest, sir Rowland Taylor priest, sir John Laurence 
priest, William Pygot, Stephen Knight, William Hunter, Thomas Tomkins, and 
Thomas Hawkes, have been heretofore reputed, taken, and accounted as 
heretics, and also condemned as heretics, and so pronounced openly and mani- 
festly ; specially in holding and believing certain damnable opinions, against the 
verity of Christ's body and blood in the sacrament of the altar,’ and all the same 
persons (saving John Bradford, sir John Laurence, William Pygot, Stephen 

night, William Hunter, Thomas Tomkins, and Thomas Hawkes) have suffered 
pains of death by fire, for the maintenance and defence of their said opinions 
and misbelief. 

Item, That thou dost know, or credibly hast heard, and dost believe, that 
Thomas Cranmer, late archbishop of Canterbury; and Nicholas Ridley, naming 
himself bishop of London; Robert Ferrar, late bishop of St. David's; and Hugh 
Latimer, some time bishop of Worcester; have been, and are at this present, 
reputed, accounted, and taken as heretics and misbelievers, in maintaining and 
holding certain damnable opinions against the verity of Christ’s body and blood 
in the sacrament of the altar. 

Item, That thou hast commended and praised all the said persons, so erring Verity ta- 
and believing (or at the leastwise some of them), secretly, and also openly, ken for e 
taking and believing them to be faithful and catholic people, and their said mine. 
opinions to be good and true; and the same, to the best and uttermost of thy lieving 
power, thou hast allowed, maintained, and defended at sundry times, heretics. 

Item, That thou, having heard, known, and understood, all the premises thus 
to be as is aforesaid, hast not regarded all or any part thereof, but, contrary to 
the same and every part thereof, hast attempted and done; condemning, trans- 
gressing, and breaking the promise, faith, religion, order, and custom aforesaid : 
and hast become, and art a heretic and misbeliever in the premises, denying the 
verity of Christ’s body and blood in the sacrament of the altar, and obstinately 
affirming, that the substance of the material bread and wine is there remaining, 
and that the substance of Christ’s body and blood, taken of the Virgin Mary, is 
not there in the said sacrament really and truly being. 

Item, That all the premises be true, notorious, famous, and manifest; and 
that upon all the same, there have and be amongst the sad and good people of 
the city of London, and diocese of the same, in great multitude, commonly and 
publicly, à common and public fame and opinion, and also in all places where 
thou hast been, within the said diocese of London. 


These articles being given to them in writing by the bishop, the 
next day following was assigned to them to give up and exhibit their 
answers unto the same. 


(1) Also sir Edmund Bonner, priest, before the death of Cromwell, was of that opinion, and was 
sworn twice against the pope. 
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Mary. 
A.D THE THIRD DAY’S SESSION UPON THE EXAMINATION OF MASTER 
1555. CAUSTON AND MASTER HIGBED. 


Upon that day, being the first day of March, the said Thomas 
Causton and Thomas Higbed, gentlemen, being brought before the 
bishop in the consistory, there exhibited their answers to the articles 
aforesaid: the tenor of which answers here followeth. 


The Answers of Thomas Causton and Thomas Higbed, severally 
made to the foresaid articles objected as before. 


To the first, they answer and confess the same to be true. 

To the second, they answer and believe the same to be true. 

To the third, they answer and believe the same to be true. 

To the fourth, they answer and think the same to be true. 

To the fifth, until this clause, “and so was it in very deed," they answer and 
believe the same to be true. And unto that clause, “and so was it in very 
deed," they answer negatively, and believe that it was not in very deed. 

To the sixth, seventh, and eighth, they answer and believe the same to be 
true. 

To the ninth, they answer and say, that they think they have a just and 
lawful cause and ground to swerve and go from the said faith and religion, 
because they have now read more Scripture, than either themselves, or their 
parents and kinsfolk, godfathers or godmothers, have read or seen heretofore in 
that behalf. 

To the tenth, they answer, say, and believe, that the said persons articulate, 
have been named, taken, and counted for heretics, and so condemned for here- 
tics: yet about three years past, they were taken for good christian persons. 
And forasmuch as these respondents did ever hear them preach concerning the 

Transub- sacrament of the altar, they say that they preached well, in that they said and 
santa; preached that Christ is not present really and truly in the sacrament; but that 
denied, there is remaining the substance of bread and wine. - 

To the eleventh, they answer and say, that howsoever other folks do repute 
and take the said persons articulate, yet these respondents themselves did never, 
nor yet do, so account and take them. And further they say, that in case the 
said persons articulate, named in this article, have preached that in the sacra- 
ment of the altar is very material wine, and not the substance of Christ’s body 
and blood under the forms of bread and wine, then they preached well and 
truly, and these respondents themselves do so believe. 

To the twelfth, they answer and say, that whereas other folk have dispraised 
the said persons articulate, and disallowed their opinions, these respondents (for 
ought that they at any time have heard) did like and allow the said persons, 
and their sayings. 

To the thirteenth, they answer and say, that they have not broken or con- 
demned any promise made by their godfathers and godmothers for them at their 
baptism, and that they are no heretics or misbelievers, in that they believe that 
there remaineth only bread and wine in the sacrament of the aliar, and that 
Christ's natural body is not there, but in heaven: for they say, that the Scrip- 
tures so teach them. 

To the fourteenth, they answer and believe, that the premises before by them 
confessed be true, notorious, and manifest. 


Acopyof — After these answers exhibited and perused, then the bishop, 
charity Speaking unto them after this sort, beginneth first (as he did ever 
showed: before) with Thomas Causton. “ Because ye shall not be suddenly 
trapped, and that men shall not say that I go about to seek snares 
to put you away; I have hitherto respited you, that you should 
weigh and consider with yourself your state and condition, and that 


you should, while ye have time and space, acknowledge the truth, 
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and return to the unity of the catholic church." Then the bishop, y. 
reading their former articles and answers to the same, asked them if [7 
they would recant: which when they denied, they were again dis- 1555. 
missed and commanded to appear the Wednesday next after, at two 
o'clock at afternoon, there to receive their definitive sentence against 
them: which thing (as it seemeth) was yet deferred. 


M 


ANOTHER EXAMINATION OF MASTER CAUSTON AND MASTER 
HIGBED. 


The next Friday, being the 8th of March, the said Thomas 
Causton was first called to examination hefore the bishop, Fecknam, 
and Dr. Stempe,! being in his palace, and there had read unto him: 
his foresaid articles with his answers thereunto; and after certain 
exhortations to recant his former profession, and to be conformable 
to the unity of their church, they promised him, so doing, willingly 
to receive him again thereunto. To whom he answered, * You go 
about to catch us in snares and gins. But mark, by what measure 
ye measure us, look you to be measured with the same again at 
God's hands. The bishop still persuaded with him to recant. To 
whom he answered, “ No, I will not abjure. Ye said that the Causton 
bishops that were lately burned, be heretics: but I pray God make deniethto 
me such a heretic as they were.” 

The bishop then leaving master Causton, calleth for master Hig- Higvea 
bed; using with him the like persuasions that he did with the other: calle, 
but he answered, “ I will not abjure; for I have been of this mind nieth to 
and opinion that I am now, these sixteen years; and do what ye avjure. 
can, ye shall do no more than God will permit you to do; and with 
what measure you measure us, look for the same again at God's 
hands." 

Then Fecknam asked him his opinion in the sacrament of the 
altar. To whom he answered, * I do not believe that Christ is in 
the sacrament as ye will have him, which is of man’s making.” 

Both their answers thus severally made, they were again com- 
manded to.depart for that time, and to appear the next day in the 


consistory at Paul's, beween the hours of one and three o'clock at 
afternoon. 


THE LAST APPEARANCE OF MASTER CAUSTON AND MASTER 
HIGBED BEFORE BONNER. 


At which day and hour, being the 9th day of March, they were 
both brought thither; where the bishop caused master Thomas 
Causton’s articles and answers first to be read openly, and after 
persuaded with him to recant and abjure his heretical opinions, and 
to come home now, at the last, to their mother the catholic church, 
and save himself. 

But master Thomas Causton answered again, and said, * No, I causton 
will not abjure; for I came not hither for that purpose :” and there- and Hie 
withal did exhibit in writing unto the bishop (as well in his own bit a con. 
name, as also in Thomas Higbed's name) a confession of their faith, faith, 


(1) This Stempe is now warden of the college in Winchester. 
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Mary. to the which they would stand; and required leave to read the same: 


A.D. Which, after great suit, was obtained. And so he read it openly in 
1555. the hearing of the people, as followeth. 


The Confession of Faith of Thomas Causton and Thomas Higbed, 
which they delivered to the Bishop of London, before the Mayor 
and Sheriffs, and in the Presence of all the People there assembled, 
the 9th of March, a.n. 1555 ; and were condemned for the same 
in the said Consistory in Paul’s Church, the Day and Year above 
said. 


A re- First, we believe and profess in baptism, to forsake the devil and all his 
nouncing works and pomps, and the vanities of the wicked world, with all the sinful lusts 
of the 

word. of the flesh. 


The 2. We believe all the articles of our christian faith. 

Ted. 3. We believe, that we are bound to keep God's holy will and command- 
mand. ments, and to walk in the same all the days of our life. 

ments. 4. We believe, that there is contained in the Lord's prayer all things neces- 


The sary both for body and soul; and that we are taught thereby to pray to our 
prayer. heavenly Father, and no other saint or angel. 
The ca- 5. We believe, that there is a catholic church, even the communion of saints, 
tholie — «built upon the foundation of the prophets and apostles,” as St. Paul saith, 
church. e Christ being the head corner-stone.” For the which church Christ gave him- 
self, to make it to himself a glorious congregation, without fault in his sight. 
The 6. We believe, that this church of herself, and by her own merits, is sinful, 
church of and must needs say, “ Father! forgive us our sins:” but, through Christ and 
sinful; his merits, she is freely forgiven; “for he in his own person," saith St. Paul, 
by impu- * hath purged her sins, and made her faultless in his sight:” “ Besides whom, 
righte- there is no Saviour,” saith the prophet: * Neither is there salvation,” saith 
ous. St. Peter, “ in any other name.” 
Christour 7, We believe, as he is our only Saviour, so he is our only Mediator. For 
oniy M * the apostle St. Paul saith, * There is one God, one Mediator between God and 
man, even the man Jesus Christ.” Wherefore, seeing none hath this name, 
God and man, but Jesus Christ, therefore there is no Mediator but Jesus 
Christ. 
The con- 8. We believe, that this church of Christ is and hath been persecuted, by the 
citien of words of Christ, saying, “ As they have persecuted me, so shall they persecute 
church you: for the disciple is not above his master." For it is not only given unto 
to be per- you to believe in Christ,” saith St. Paul, “ but also to suffer for his sake. For 
* all that will live godly in Christ Jesus, must suffer persecution.” 
The 9. We believe that the church of Christ teacheth the word of God truly and 
ae qj. vincerely, putting nothing to, nor taking any thing from : and also doth minis- 
rected by ter the sacraments according to the primitive church, 
God's 10. We believe, that this church of Christ suffereth all men to read the Scrip- 


The c tures, according to Christ's commandment, saying, ** Search the Scriptures; 
church for they testify of me." We read also out of the Acts, that when St. Paul 


forbid- preached, the audience daily searched the Scriptures, whether he preached truly 
deth none or no, Also the prophet David teacheth all men to pray with understanding : 
the Scrip- ^ For how shall the unlearned,” saith St. Paul, “say amen, at the giving of 
tures. thanks, when they understand not what is said?" And what is more allowed 
than true faith, which, St. Paul saith, ** cometh by hearing of the word of 
God?” 
God only 11. We believe, that the church of Christ teacheth, that God ought to be 
anaes worshipped according to his word, and not after the doctrine of men: “ For in 
after his vain,” saith Christ, ** ye worship me, teaching nothing but the doctrine of 
word, men." 
God'spre- Also we are commanded of God by his prophet, saying, * Walk not in the 
followed," traditions and precepts of your elders: but walk," saith he, ** in my precepts: 
and not’ do that I command you: put nothing thereunto, neither take any thing from 
nra it.” Likewise saith Christ, “ You shall forsake father and mother, and follow 
ofmen, me.” Whereby we learn, that if our elders teach otherwise than God com- 


manded, in that point we must forsake them. 
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12. We believe, that the supper of the Lord ought not to be altered and Mary. 
changed, forasmuch as Christ himself, being the wisdom of the Father, did 
institute it. For it is written, ** Cursed is he that changeth my ordinances, A.D. 
and departeth from my commandments, or taketh any thing from them.” 1555. 

13. Now, we find by the Scriptures, that this holy supper is sore abused. The 
First, in that it is given in one kind, where Christ gave it in both. Secondly, Lord's 
in that it is made a private mass, whereas Christ made it a communion : for he is pee to 
gave it not to one alone, but to all the apostles in the name of the whole church, be chang- 
Thirdly, in that.it is made a sacrifice for the quick and the dead; whereas ed from 
Christ ordained it for a remembrance of the everlasting sacrifice, which was his tution of 
own body offered upon the altar of the cross once for all, as the holy apostle Chris 
saith, “ Even the full and perfect price of our redemption: and where there is abused. 
remission of sin," saith he, * there is no more sacrifice for sin.” Fourthly, in 
that it is worshipped contrary to the commandment, saying, “ Thou shalt wor- 
ship nothing that is made with hands.” Fifihly, in that it is given in an 
unknown tongue, whereby the people are ignorant of the right use thereof, how 
Christ died for our sins, and rose again for our justification, by whom we be set 
at peace with God, and received to his favour and mercy by his promise, where- 
of this sacrament is a sure seal and witness. Besides this, it is hanged up, and 
shut in a box; yea, many times so long, that worms breed in it, and so it 
putrifieth: whereby the rude people have an occasion to speak irreverently 
thereof, which otherwise would speak reverently. Therefore they that thus 
abuse it, bring up the slander, and not we which pray daily to God to restore 
it to the right use, according to Christ’s institution. 

14, Now concerning Christ's words, * This is my body,” we deny them not; Christ's 
but we say, that the mind of Christ in them must be searched out by other open Words, a 
Scriptures, whereby we may come to the spiritual understanding of them, which corpus ” 
shall be most to the glory of God : for, as the holy apostle saith, ** There is no meum,” 
Scripture that hath any private interpretation.” Besides this, the Scriptures not de. 
are full of the like figurative speeches: as for example: Christ saith, “ This expound- 
cup is the new testament in my blood." “ The rock is Christ,” saith St. Paul, ¢4 by 
* Whosoever receiveth a child in my name,” saith our Saviour Jesus Christ, phrases. 
“ receiveth me." 

Which sentences must not be understood after the letter, lest we do err, as 
the Capernaites did, which thought that Christ's body should have been eaten 
with their teeth, when he spake of the eating thereof. Unto whom Christ said, 

“ Such a fleshly eating of my body profiteth nothing : it is the Spirit,” saith our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, * that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: for my 
words are spirit and life." 

Thus we see that Christ's words must be understood spiritually, and not Words 
literally. Therefore he that cometh to this worthy supper of the Lord, must of the sa- 
not prepare his jaw, but his heart; neither tooth nor belly; but, “ Believe,” fie 
saith St. Augustine, “ and thou hast eaten it:” so that we must bring with us taken spi- 
a spiritual hunger, and as the apostle saith, “ Try and examine ourselves, whe- ritually, 
ther our conscience do testify unto us, that we do truly believe in Christ, rally; 
according to the Scriptures ;" whereof if we be truly certified, being new-born Christ - 
from our old conversation in heart, mind, will, and deed, then may we boldly, ritually. 
with this marriage-garment of our faith, come to the feast. 

15. In consideration whereof we have invincible Scriptures, as of Christ him- 
self: ** This do in remembrance of me.” And St. Paul: “ As often,” saith 
he, “as ye eat of this bread, and drink of this cup, ye shall remember the 
Lord's death until he come.” Here is no change, but bread still. And St. The sub- 
Luke affirmeth the same. Also Christ hath made a just promise, saying; stance of 
** Me, you shall not have always with you, I leave the world, and go to my changed. 
Father: for if I should not depart, the Comforter which I will send, cannot 
come unto you.” So, according to his promise, he is ascended as the evan- 

elists testify. Also St. Peter saith, “ That heaven shall keep him until the 
ast day also.” . 

16. Now as touching his omnipotent power, we confess and say with St. Christ's 
Augustine, that Christ is both God and man. In that he is God, he is every- body but 
where; but in that he is man, he is in heaven, and can occupy but one place. place at 
Whereunto the Scriptures do agree: for his body was not in all places at once once. 


when he was here; for it was not in the grave when the woman sought it, as 
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‘Mary. the angel saith: neither was it at Bethany, where Lazarus died, by Christ's own 
words, saying, * I am glad I was not there.” And thus we conclude with the 
A.D. Scriptures, that Christ is in his holy supper sacramentally and spiritually in all 

1555. them that worthily receive it, and corporally in heaven, both God and man. 
Their And further, we make here our protestation before God (whom we call to 
protesta- record in this matter), that this which we have said, is neither of stubbornness, 
. nor wilful mind, as some judge of us; but even of very conscience, truly (we 
trust) grounded on God's holy word. For before we took this matter in hand, 
we besought God from the bottom of our hearts, that we might do nothing con- 
trary to his holy and blessed word. And in that he hath thus showed his 
power in our weakness, we cannot worthily praise him, unto whom we give 

earty thanks, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 


Causton When he had thus delivered and read their confession, the bishop, 
bed cow Still persisting sometimes in fair promises, sometimes threatening to 
daia pronounce judgment, asked them whether they would stand to this 
their con- their confession and other answers? To whom Causton said, ** Yea, 
' we wil stand to our answers written with our hands, and to our 
belief therein contained." After which answer the bishop began to 
pronounce sentence against him. 

Then he said, that it was much rashness, and without all love and 
mercy, to give judgment without answering to their confession by 
the truth of God's word; whereunto they submitted themselves most 

Causton willingly. “ And therefore I,” quoth Causton, ** because I cannot 
tothe have justice at your hand, but that ye will thus rashly condemn me, 
cardinal. do appeal from you to my lord cardinal. 

Then Dr. Smith said, that he would answer their confession. But 
the bishop (not suffering him to speak) willed Harpsfield to say his 
mind, for the stay of the people; who, taking their confession in his 
hand, neither touched nor answered one sentence thereof. Which 

Sentence done, the bishop pronounced sentence, first against the said Thomas 

ra Causton ; and then, calling Thomas Higbed, caused his articles and 

against answers likewise to be read. In the reading whereof Higbed said, 

2o : M" . 

and Hig- “ Ye speak blasphemy against Christ's passion, and ye go about 

ted. to trap us with your subtleties and snares, And though my 
father and mother, and other my kinsfolk did believe, as you say, yet 
they were deceived in so believing. And further, whereas you say, 
that my lord, named Cranmer (late archbishop of Canterbury), and 
others specified in the said articles, be heretics; I do wish that I were 
such a heretic as they were, and be. Then the bishop asked him 
again, Whether he would turn from his error, and come to the unity 
of their church? To whom he said, “ No; T would ye should recant: 
for I am in the truth, and you in error.” 

* Well" quoth the bishop, “if ye will return, I will gladly re- 
ceive you.” “ No,” said Hügbed, * I will not return as you will 
have me, to believe in the sacrament of the altar, your God." 
Whereupon the bishop proceeded, and gave judgment upon him, as 
he had done before upon Thomas Causton. 

Causton | When all this was thus ended, they were both delivered to the 
and Hie- sheriffs, and so by them sent to Newgate, where they remained by 


bed con- 

demned the space of fourteen days, praised be God, not so much in afflictions 
and sent . . . . 

to New. as in consolations. For the increase whereof they earnestly desired 
gee ^ all their good brethren and sisters in Christ to pray, that God, for his 


Son's sake, would go forth with that great mercy, which already he 
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had begun in them, so that they might persevere unto the end, to Mary. 
the praise of the eternal God, and comfort of all their brethren. CAD. 
These fourteen days (after the condemnation) once expired, they 1555. 
were, the 23d day of this month of March, fetched from Newgate at tig. 
four o'clock in the morning, and so led through the city to Ald- and Hig- 
gate, where they were delivered unto the sheriff of Essex, and there, brought 
being fast bound in a cart, were shortly after brought to their several into Es- 
appointed places of burning; that is to say, Thomas Higbed to Horn- 
don on the Hill, and Thomas Causton to Raleigh (both in the county 
of Essex) where they did most constantly, the 26th day of the same ‘The con- 
month, seal this their faith with shedding of their blood by most cruel Martyr- 
fire, to the glory of God, and great rejoicing of the godly. At the domor 
burning of which master Higbed, justice Brown was also present, as and Hig- 
is above specified, and divers gentlemen in the shire were commanded "* 
to be.present, for fear belike, lest they should be taken from them. 
And thus much touching the apprehension, examination, confes- 
sion, condemnation, and burning, of these two godly and constant 


martyrs of God. 
Wiliam Pygot, Stephen Knight, and Bohn Laurence, 


WITH THEIR EXAMINATION AND CONSTANT MARTYRDOM. 


Tn the story before of Thomas Tomkins and his fellows, mention 
was made of six who were examined and condemned together, by 
bishop Bonner, the 9th day of February. Of the which six condemned 
persons, two (which were Tomkins and William Hunter, as ye heard) 
were executed, the one upon the 16th of March, and the other 
upon the 26th day of March. Other three, to wit, William Pygot, 
and Stephen Knight, suffered upon the 28th day, and John Laurence 
the 29th of the said month of March. 

Touching the which three martyrs (now something to say of their 
examinations), it was first demanded of them, what their opinion was 
of the sacrament of the altar. Whereunto they severally answered, 
and also subscribed, that in the sacrament of the altar, under forms of 
bread and wine, there is not the very substance of the body and 
blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ, but a special partaking of the body 
and blood of Christ ; the very body and blood of Christ being only 
in heaven, and nowhere else. This answer thus made, the bishop 
caused certain articles to be read unto them, tending to the same 
effect, as did the articles before of Tomkins and of master Causton ; 
the tenor whereof here followeth. 


Articles or Interrogatories objected by the Bishop of London to 
William Pygot, Stephen Knight, and John Laurence, the 8th of 
February, 1555. 


Whether do you think, and steadfastly believe, that it is a catholic, faithful, 
christian, and true doctrine, to teach, preach, and say, that in the sacrament of 
the altar, under the forms of bread and wine, there is, without any substance of 
bread and wine there remaining, by the omnipotent power of Almighty God, 
and his holy word, really, truly, and in very deed, the true and natural body 
and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ, the selfsame in substance (though not in 
outward form and appearance), which was born of the Virgin Mary, and sut- 
fered upon the cross, yea, or nay? 
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Mary. Whether do you think, and steadfastly believe, that your parents, kinsfolk, 

— friends, and acquaintance, here in this present realm of England, before your 
A.D. birth a great while, and also after your birth, professing and believing the said 
1555. doctrine and faith concerning the said sacrament of the altar, had a true 

Belief of Christian faith and were faithful and true christian people, or no? 

theirfore- Whether do you think, and steadfastly believe, that your godfathers and god- 

elders. ^ mother, professing and believing the said doctrine and faith concerning the said 

Of their sacrament of the altar, had a true christian faith, and were faithful and true 

fathers christian people, or no? 

and god- Whether do you think, and steadfastly believe, that your ownself, in times 


or, Hed past, being of the age of fourteen years and above, did think and believe con- 

young cerning the said sacrament of the altar in all points, as your said parents, kins- 

age. folks, friends, acquaintance, godfathers, and godmother, did then think and 
believe them, or ro? 

Of the Whether do you think, and steadfastly believe, that our sovereigns the king 

king, 


queen, and the queen of this realm of England, and all the nobility, clergy, and laity of 
and nobi- this realm, professing and believing the said doctrine and faith, as other christian 
lity. realms do, concerning the said sacrament of the altar, have a true christian faith, 
and believe as the catholic and true church of Christ hath always believed, 
preached, and taught, or no? 
Of the Whether do you think, and steadfastly believe, that our Saviour Christ and his 
Pelis holy Spirit hath been, is, and shall be with his catholic church, even to the world's 
church. end, góverning and ruling the same in all things, especially in the necessary 
points of christian religion, not suffering the same to err, or to be deceived therein? 
Realpre- Whether is it true, that you being suspected, or infamed to be culpable and 
tonceand faulty in speaking against the sacrament of the altar, and against the very true 
stantia. presence of Christ's natural body, and the substance thereof in the said sacra- 
tion. ment; and thereupon called before me upon complaint made to me against you ; 
have not been a good space in my house, having freely meat and drink, and 
also divers times instructed and informed, as well by one being our ordinary, as 
also by my chaplains and divers other learned men, some whereof were bishops, 
some deans, and some archdeacons, and every one of them learned in divinity, 
and minding well unto you, and desiring the safeguard of your soul, and that 
you should follow and believe the doctrine of the catholic church, as afore, con- 
cerning the said sacrament of the altar; and whether you did not at all times 
since your said coming to me, utterly refuse to follow and believe the said doc- 
trine concerning the said sacrament? 

Whether can you now find in your heart and conscience to conform yourself 
in all points to the said faith and catholic church concerning the said sacrament 
of the altar, faithfully, truly, and plainly, without any dissimulation, believing 
therein as our said sovereigns, with the nobility, clergy, and laity of this realm, 
and other christian realms, and other persons aforesaid, and also the said 
catholic church, have and do believe in that behalf? 

In case you so cannot, what ground have you to maintain your opinion, and 
who is of the same opinion with you? and what conference have you had 
therein with any? what comfort and what relief have you had therein by any of 
them, and what are their names and surnames, and their dwelling-places ? 


Their answers to these articles were not much discrepant from 
Tomkins, and other like martyrs above mentioned, as here followeth 
to be seen. 


The Answers of Pygot and Knight to the aforesaid Articles. 


To the first article, they believe, that the contents of this article are not 
agreeable to Scripture. 

To the second, they answer and believe, that their parents, and others expressed 
in the said article, and so believing as is contained in the same, were deceived. 

To the third they answer, that they so believed; but they were deceived 
therein, as they now believe. 

To the fourth they say. that they have heretofore believed as is contained in 
the said article; but now they do not so believe. 

To the fifth they say, that if they so believe, they are deceived. 

To the sixth, they believe the same to be true. 
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To the seventh they answer, and believe the contents of the same to be true. Mary. 
To the eighth they answer, that they can no whit conform themselves to the ——— 
faith and doctrine contained and specified in this article, until it be proved by A. D. 
Scripture. 1555. 
To the ninth they say, that they have no ground io maintain their said 
opinions, but the truth; which (as they said) hath been persuaded by learned 
men, as Dr. Taylor of Hadley, and such others. 


"These answers being made and exhibited, they were commanded 
io appear again the next day, at eight o'clock in the morning, and, 
in the meanwhile, to bethink themselves what they would do. 


ANOTHER APPEARANCE OF PYGOT, KNIGHT, AND LAURENCE 
BEFORE BONNER. 


The next day in the morning, being the 9th of February, before 
their open appearance, the bishop sent for William Pygot and Ste- 
phen Knight into his great chamber in his palace, where he per- 
suaded with them to recant, and deny their former profession. Who 
answered, that they were not persuaded in their consciences to return 
and abjure their opinions, whereunto they had subscribed. Within 
awhile after, they were all three (with Thomas Tomkins, and William 
Hunter aforenamed) brought openly into the consistory, the 9th day 
of February aforesaid, and there had the same articles propounded 
unto them, which were before propounded unto the aforesaid Tho- 
mas Tomkins (as appeareth in the discourse of his history), and thereto 
also subscribed these words, ** I do so believe.” 

The bishop also used certain talk unto John Laurence only; where- Talk ve- 
unto he answered in this manner: that he was a priest, and was con- Bonner 
secrated and made a priest about eighteen years past; and that he Sd Lau- 
was some time a black friar professed ; that also he was assured untoa — 
maid, whom he intended to have married. 

And being again demanded his opinion upon the sacrament, he 
said, that it was a remembrance of Christ's body, and that many have 
been deceived in believing the true body of Christ to be in the sacra- 
ment of the altar; and that all such as do not believe as he doth, do 
err.—After this talk and other fair words and threatenings, they 
were all of them commanded to appear again at afternoon. 


THE THIRD AND LAST APPEARANCE OF THE AFORESAID 
PRISONERS. 


At that hour they came thither again, and there, after the accus- 
tomed manner, were exhorted to recant and revoke their doctrine, and 
receive the faith. 'Fo the which they constantly answered they would 
not, but would stick to that faith that they had declared and sub- 
scribed unto; for that they did believe that it was no error which 
they believed, but that the contrary thereof was very heresy. 

When the bishop saw that neither his fair flatterings, nor yet his Pygot, 
cruel threatenings, would prevail, he gave them severally their judg- Eos. 
ments. And because John Laurence had been one of their anointed tence ean- 

: . emned. 
priests, he was by the bishop there (according to their order) solemnly 
degraded, the manner whereof you may see in the history of master 


Hooper afore passed. 
322 


740 


Mary. 


A.D. 
1555. 


THE MARTYRDOM OF JOHN LAURENCE, PRIEST. 


Their sentence of condemnation, and this degradation once ended, 
they were committed unto the custody of the sheriffs of London, who 
sent them unto Newgate, where they remained with joy together 
until they were carried down into Essex, and there, the 28th day 
of March, the said William Pygot was burned at Braintree ; and 
Stephen Knight at Maldon, who, at the stake, kneeling upon the 
ground, said this prayer which here followeth. 


The Prayer that Stephen Knight said at his Death upon his Knees, 
being at the Stake, at Maldon. 


O Lord Jesus Christ! for whose love I leave willingly this life, and desire 
rather the bitter death of thy cross, with the loss of all earthly things, than to 
abide the blasphemy of thy most holy name, or to obey men in breaking thy 
holy commandment: thou seest, O Lord, that whereas I might live in worldly 
wealth to worship a false God, and honour thine enemy, I choose rather the 
torment of the body and the loss of this my life, and have counted all things but 
vile, dust, and dung, that I might win thee; which death is dearer unto me, 
than thousands of gold and silver. Such love, O Lord, hast thou laid up in 
my breast, that I hunger for thee, as the deer that is wounded desireth the soil.! 
Send thy holy Comforter, O Lord, to aid, comfort, and strengthen this weak 
piece of earth, which is empty of all strength of itself. Thou rememberest, O 
Lord, that I am but dust, and able to do nothing that is good: therefore, O 
Lord, as of thine accustomed goodness and love thou hast bidden me to this 
banquet, and accounted me worthy to drink of thine own cup amongst thine 
elect; even so give me strength, O Lord, against this thine element, which as 
to my sight it is most irksome and terrible, so to my mind it may, at thy com- 
mandment (as an obedient servant), be sweet and pleasant; that, through the 
strength of thy holy Spirit, I may pass through the rage of this fire into thy 
hosom, according to thy promise, and for this mortal receive an immortal, and 
for this corruptible put on incorruption. Accept this burnt sacrifice and offer- 
ing, O Lord, not for the sacrifice, but for thy dear Son's sake my Saviour, for 
whose testimony I offer this free-will offering with all my heart and with all 
my soul. O heavenly Father! forgive me my sins, as I forgive all the world. 
O sweet Son of God my Saviour! spread thy wings over me. O blessed and 
Holy Ghost! through whose merciful inspiration I am come hither, conduct 
me into everlasting life. Lord, into thy hands I commend my spirit! Amen.? 


Che Death and Martyrdom of John Laurence, Priest. 


The next day, being the 29th of this month, the said John Lau- 
rence was brought to Colchester, and there, being not able to go (for 
that as well his legs were sore worn with heavy irons in prison, as also 
his body weakened with evil keeping), was borne to the fire in a 
chair, and, so sitting, was in his constant faith consumed with fire. 

At the burning of this Laurence, he, sitting in the fire, the young 
children came about the fire, and cried, as well as young children 
could speak, saying, “ Lord, strengthen thy servant, and keep thy 
promise; Lord, strengthen thy servant, and keep thy promise :” 
which thing, as it is rare, so it is no small manifestation of the glory of 
God, who wrought this in the hearts of these little ones; nor yet a 
little commendation to their parents, who, from their youth, brought 
them up in the knowledge of God and his truth. 


(1) Psalm xlii, [* To take soil” is a hunting term, meaning “to run into water,” as a deer, 
when closely pursued.— Ep. . 

(2) Mark the spirit of this prayer, and compare it with the prayer of the papists, at the sacrifice 
of the mass. 


